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S comets are not only more gazed at by the 
vulgar, but claim even more attention 
from the learned, than the planets, or 
fixed ſtars; ſo it is certain, that the lives of 
reat ſtateſmen, and conſummate generals, give. 
I 5 pleaſure, and are not apt to attract the con- 
deration, even of the better ſort of readers, near 
% much, as the memoirs of thoſe illuſtrious ad- 
venturers, who by the frequent changing of 
climates, and of maſters, have found the way to 
make the world ring at once with their fame, 
and with their follies, Theſe obſervations will 
account as well for the pains taken by Plutarch, 
and Cornelius Nepos, in celebrating the great 
exploits of Alcibiades and Hannibal, the nume- 
rous pieces that have been written in later times 
upon men of the like diſpoſition, who with great 
natural parts, and very high accompliſhments, 
have notwithſtanding been very irregular in 
their actions, as well as deficient in their morals. 
Amongſt theſe, there has hardly ever been a 
perſon more extraordinary in himſelf, or more 
differently ſet forth to the eyes of mankind, 
than CLAUÞDIUs ALEXANDER DE BONNEVAL, 


a 2 known 
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known in the latter part of his life, by the name 
of OsMAan BASHAW. In point of deſcent it is 
certain his pretenſions were very high ; bis 

amily have been always regarded as one of the 

t in the Limoſin : and of this, ſtrangers can- 
not form the leaſt doubt, when they remember, 
that he married the daughter of the marſhal HE 
. BirRon, duke and peer of France, He as 
very far ſrom diſtinguiſhing himſelf, 4chile -a 
youth, by his learning ; on the contrary, having 
@ very. ſtrong propenſity to pleaſure, he could not 
bear to paſs thoſe moments with his books, which 
he could ſpend more agreeably with other com- 
"pany. In:proceſs of time, be perceived the pre- 
judice occaſioned by this negligence : which, 
awhile on the one hand, be ſtrove to cover by af- 
Fecting a- contempt for learning, be laboured in 


fome-meaſure to retrieve on the other, by a ſecret 


application to books, not altogether without 
fucceſs. ; 

Hie had a natural turn for poetry, as indeed 
moſt of the French nobility have ; but it did 
him very little ſervice, as he commonly applied 
it in epigrams, ballads, and other pieces of :fa- 
tire: He wrote alſo with much eaſe and ſpirit 
in proſe, bad a very happy way in telling his 
en tale, - and-knew how to diſguiſe even bis 
worſt ations under ſuch plauſible appearances, 
that it was impaſſible to converſe or correſpond 
with him long without believing bim an honeſter, 
or at leaſt a leſs culpable man, than he really 
was, His -addreſs was very noble and infinua- 
ting; he lived always at an immenſe expence, and 
with a magnificence that -really made bim ſome, 
1 and 
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and procured bim the. appearance of many more 


friends; to this due may add, that his vi vacity and 
conſtant good humour contributed not a little, atell 
as his great refutation in the army, where he bad 
given unqueſtionable teſtimonies of clear courage, 
and upon ſome occaſins of more conduct than was 
expected from a man of his temper, to make him 
acceptable to thoſe, who were very far from 
having ſuch principles, or being in the leaſt inclined 
to ſhare in bis debauches ; and towards ſuch be 
would upon occaſion behave with much decency 
and reſerve. 

His great foible wwas his vanity, and a moſt 
exceſſive inclination to tatk of himſelf. He bad 
likewiſe what rarely happens, a great propenſity 
to talk of fighting, and of courage, in which 
however he advanced nothing beyond the bounds 
of truth, tho” he was not altogether ſo tender of 
it in other reſpects; but in reſpect to military | 


| achievements, he would both do as much, and 
| boaſt as much, as any man of his rank. Neither 
did bis temper perceptibly alter as he grew in years, 
' but be remained the ſame gallant man, and the” 
: ſame great talker, to his laſt hour, His paſſion 
for women was extravagant, and there were nd" 
ties ſo ſacred, as to reſtrain his actions, when . 
* hurried by his looſe inclinations, He loved rather © 
' the marth, the freedom, the noiſe of the table, 
' than downright drinking ; tho' he had a very 
: ſtrong head, and it may be be continued to pre- 
2 ſerve his conſtitution, by the pains he took to 
avoid complying, in tbeir utmoſt firifineſs, with 
| the laws of good fellowſhip among the Germans. 
His dreſs and equipage were rich and expenfroe,”: 


rather 
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rather than gaudy, or even ſplendid ; for with 
all bis weakneſſes, Bonneval was no fop, even 
in the earlieſt part of his life, any more than a 
en when he was old, He was a good maſter, 
which made his ſervants, generally ſpeaking, 
very faithful to bim; and he had a wonderful 
facility of unbending himſelf with them in pri- 
vate, without prejudice to that diſtance which 
it was neceſſary to obſerve in, public; and when 
an Engliſh nobleman was very inquiſitive in 
Italy 70 know how he did this: my lord, re- 
turned he, I have none about me but people 
that have ſenſe; and experience has taught 
me this leſſon, that a knave may be truſted, | 


if you make it worth his while ; but there is 
no putting confidence in a fool, treat him how 
you will, Such were the qualities, ſuch the 
humour of this extraordinary man; as thoſe who _ 
knew him beſt have deſcribed him. | 
| The great rank to which count Bonneval roſe _ 
in the imperial ſervice, was chiefly owing to bis 
perſonal favour with prince Eugene, who ,t 
without queſtion one of the firmeſt friends in the _ 
world, and a man of all others, with whom it 
was egſieſt to live in the ſtate of a dependant. © 
But when it fell out, that count Bonneval _ 
piqued himſelf ſo much upon paying his court to | 
the duke of Orleans, regent of France, there 
was no great wonder, that prince Eugene did 
not ſhew any extraordinary willingneſs to ſtoop | 
to every thing that count Bonneval thought ne- 
f ceſſary to demonſirate on one fide, his attach- 
| ment to the regent, and his family; ond on the 
1 other, bis ſuperior credit at the court of Vienna; | 
which | 
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aphich credit never had, or could have, any 
other ſource, than the friendſhip and countenance 
of prince Eugene. This having been exerted 
upon every other occaſion, in as high a degree as 
count Bonnc val could wiſh, he bore this inflance 
of the prince's coldneſs with very little temper, 
and without conſidering, that it did not Jo much 
ariſe from any alteration in the prince's affettion 
to bim, as from the change of his own meaſures, 
grounded to the full as much on whim, as in- 
tereſt. He expoſtulated this matter in ſuch high 
terms, as forced the prince to explain himſelf 
farther, than he was willing to have done ; and 
' which left the count no room to doubt, that he 
bad not only loſt his favourite point, but the 
3 friendſhip and eſteem alſo of that all powerful 
patron, by whoſe influence he had carried ev 
other point. It is to the rage, excited by this 
proſpect, that we muſt attribute the flrange ſtep 
| which compleated his fall; of demanding ſatis- 
Faction f a prince, who, if he had not been ſo 
much ſuperior in every other reſpect to count 
' Bonneval, ought moſt certainly to have been ex- 
empted from ſuch treatment, on the ſcore of havin 
| been his benefactor; the protector of his ns | 
1 | and the author of his beſt fortunes. 
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* The difficulties into which he was preſently 
e * brought, by this wild ſtep, drew very undeſerved 
d | diſgrace upon the beſt poet France has had to 
p * boaſt, ſince Boileau. This unfortunate gentleman, 
after having been obliged to leave France, rather 
=. | through the intrigues of his enemies, than for 
any offence that he committed, retired into the 
: Auſtrian Low Countries; where, at the re- 
2 commendation 
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commendation of count Bonneval, he was very 
well received, and afterwards introduced not to 
the preſence only, but into the favour alſo of prince 
Eugene; the firſt fruits of which. was, the de- 
livering bim from all anxiety and diſtreſs : for 
bis ſerene highrieſs was one of thaſe few great 
men, who. could not enjoy any ſatisfaction in the 
company of a man of. letters, while he had reaſon: 
to. ſuſpet?, that he was plunged: in difficulties, 
and knew not how to extricate himſelf ; and bis 
firſt compliments, how great ſoever they might be, 
were only an earneſt of what be meant ſbould 
follow ; jor tho' it is certain, prince Eugene 
was often miſtaken in his favourites, yet it 1s as 
certain, that never any of his friends, or his 
dependants were miſtaken, or neglected by him, 
ſo.long as their own behaviour would permit him 
to do them good. | 
At the time that count Bonneval had brought 
his affairs into ſo embarraſſed @ condition at 
Vienna, Mr. Rouſſeau was at Bruſlels, ſollicit- 
ing the paſſage through the neceſſary offic's of a. 
grant of a good employment, procured him by 
prince Eugene; but no ſooner had the mi for- 
tune of bis friend reached his ears, than be 
forgot the care of his own intereſt, to ſhew his. 
attention to thoſe of count Bonneval. In ſhort be 
\ fet out for the court directiy, and addreſſed him- 
ſelf with a degree of vehemence to prince Eugene, 
| that gave his highneſs a far better idea of his 
FE Jmcerity, than of bis diſcretion, The prince 
5 fold him roundly, that things were gone too far, 
for him to think of a reconciliation with 
- count Bonneval, even if be ſought it, which he 
Was 
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was perſuaded he would not : and therefore all 
that could follow from Mr. Rouſſeau's perfiting 


in his application, avas falling into the fame 
3 fituation. The poet heard ibis declaration with= 


out the leaſt emotion, and his reply was to this 
fect He it ſo then, fince it cun be no other 

*4viſe; it uas lo M. Bonneval's recommendation, 
tc 7 owed your big bne s favour. and protection; 
« fGnce you hade ue pri vod bim of your friendſhip, 
et me likewiſe loſe your countenanee; Thad'ra- 
* ther die in miſery, tban live under the imputa- 
&* tion of ingratitude.” The reader may depend 
upon it, that this is not a flory or a ſpeech con- 
trived to entertain him, but a plain matter of 
fact. Rouſſeau lived and died miſerably ; but 
the memory of his virtue will laſt as long as his 
writings ; that 1s, as long as there are men 


of fine taſtes, and of gentle natures in the 


| world, 


Theſe are particulars which will enable the 
reader to form à true idea of that amazing per- 


| ſonage, whoſe memoirs are the ſubject of the 
1 book ; whoſe vices and irregularities made him 
| deteſted by thoſe, who knew him only by charac= 


ter; and whoſe perſonal good qualities, that air 
of freedom, and that willingneſs to oblige, which 


always attending him, made him reſpected and 
* eſteemed by thoſe, with whom he converſed. He 
* knew his own character perfectly, and it was 
1 the ſecret of all others that ſerved him moſt. 
Hie practiſed every art to find admittance to 
* thoſe of whom he ſtood in need, and he never 
1 failed to procure their aſſiſtance, without deſcend- 
ing to any thing that looked like flattery, or ſer- 


vile 
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vile ſubmiſſion ; to which either in Chriſtendom 

or Turkey he could never ſloop. b 

. . Reader, it is now time that we ſhould part, 

the frontiſpiece prefixed to the book, will make 
yon acquainted with the man; the bufineſs of 

this preface, was to give you a picture of his 

mind: I have done it with all the ſtrengtb and 
Ancerity in my power; and if I have ſucceeded 

as well as the graver, Iam very ſure we ſhall 

part content. 
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T came into my head to write the hiſtory of 
my life: I am ſenſible that it is a wwh7m ; but 
I have purſued it. I ſhould, indeed, be 
very much embarraſſed, were I pbliged to 
give an account of the reaſons that determined me 
to a deſign, which I never thought myſelf capable 
to execute. The irkſomeneſs of that ſolitude, to 
which my evil ſtars, and the malice of my ene- 
mies, have reduced me; the defire of making my 
own innocence, and falſity of thoſe aſperſions with 
which I have been blackened, known to the whole 
world; complaiſance for a friend that came to 
ſeek me out, and requeſted that I would give him 
a faithful relation of all my adventures z—all this, 
and ſome other conſiderations, which are needleſs to 
mention, occaſioned my taking pen in hand. I 
ſhall not plead, that I fat down to write, purpoſely 
to amuſe myſelf ; but own, that I did it with a 
| B view 
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view of preventing any other writer, Jeſs inſtructed, 
from undertaking my hiſtory : for I fatter myſelf 
with being, at leaſt, become famous enough to 
*merit that regard. In ſpeaking of myſelt, the 
reader may be fure to meer with the truth, and 
find me painted juſt as Jam; without flattering my 

good qualities, or ſhewing any favour to my faults. 
I ſhall ſay nothing of my family, as I believe 
that every body knows it has the honour of being 
related to the royal blood of France. I was the el- 
deſt of many children, When I came into the 
world, there happened a dreadful ſtorm, that beat 
down the croſs of a church ſteeple, and that which 
was on the front of the church. The curate of the 
pariſh, (for it was in the country) caſt my nativity, 
which was never known but o my father, my 
mother, and myſelf, He did it in an hieroglyphic, 
which he drew with Indian ink. It was che figure 
of an eagle, which bore a flower-de- luce, iur⸗ 
mounted by a creſcent in his beak. 1 kept it by 
me for ſome time, without being able to make any 
thing out of it, until I quitred the French ſervice, 
to enter into the emperor's; then I diſcovered a 
little what the creſcent meant; but thinking myſelf 
to be a fanciful fool, I threw it into the fire, I 
could bring many arguments upon this poiat, to 
juſtify my proceeding, but that is not the purpoſe 

for which I am writing. 

My education was ſuitable to my birth; but it 
muſt not be ſaid to be very good: for a chamber- 
maid, and a little foot-boy, that they had given 
me, prevented my recciving thoſe ſentiments of 
Piety, which a good preceptor endeavoured to in- 
ſpire me with. The duke of Chartres, ſince duke | 
of Orleans, and regent of France, to whom I often 
paid my court, was much of the fame character; 
and at leaſt as well inſtructed as 1 could be, I 
paſs thoſe times over lightly, tho' I can remember 
them 
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them very diſtinctly. I ſhall only ſay, that eren 


then I entertained ſentiments of honour; that I 
would not have forſcited my word for any thing in 
the world, and that I was incapable of bearing 
an affront, 

As there was a talk of war, and I having no in- 
clination for ſtudy, and being already luſty enough, 
my father took a reſolutzon of ſending me to the 
academy. My inclination for arms, gave me a 
reliſh tor my exerciſcs ; ſo that I gave myſelf en- 
tirely to them. I made ſome progreſs therein, my 
father kept me at the academy eighteen months, 
and the time paſſed away with me very pleaſantly. 
My governor was a man of parts: he was not one 
of the molt devout in the world, but he had ſenſe 
and honeſty. He took care to cultivate that ſtock 
of honour, which he found I was naturally endued 
with ; and continually repeated to me, that a con- 
tempt of life ouglit to be the character of a man of 
qualicy; and that death was preterable to the leaſt 
taint of cowardice. This it is that has always been 
my guide, and I hope I ſhall never depart from 
this great maxim. He inſpired me with a taſte for 
reading; I peruſed all forts of books, and eſpecially 
thoſe that treated of war and politicks. This taſte 
has continued with me ever ſince, and has not left 
me even yet. 

Alter I had finiſhed my exerciſes, I entered into 
the muſqueteers, at little more than ſixteen years of 
age. They preſented me to the king, who had the 
goodneſs to tell me, that he would paſs over my 
age on account of the good character that he had 
heard of me, and commanded me to behave myſelf 
in ſuch a manner, as to continue it. 

The muſqueteers are an excellent ſchool for va- 


| | lour, but very bad for any thing elſe. One muſt 


live there, as the reſt do, that is, one muſt either be 
a rake and a libertine, or appear ſo, at leaſt.” It 
B 2 gave 
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gave me no trouble, to conform to this manner of 
life; I can even ſay without vanity, that I ſoon | 
excelled in it; and tho' I was the youngeſt among 
them, I was not the leaſt reſpected; conducting 
myſelf in ſuch a manner as to give no offence to my 
eommianders, by want of diligence in the ſervice. 
Young and full of fire, as J was then, it was diffi- 
cult to avoid quarrels : notwithſtanding which I met 
with but one, which was occaſioned in the follow- 
ing manner, 1 Ty WE! „ INS Fe?) 

The marquis of. , captain: of horfe, was 
about a year or two in garriſon in the neighbour- 
hood of. S/ raſbourg: He often went thither, where 
he had a/miſtreſs:; but he quitted her in a very un- 
handſome. way. - She: reſolved to be revenged on 
him, and executed her purpoſe in a cruel manner, 
She undertook to write to the rector of the Jeſuits, 
in the name of the marquis of Lyvain, The letter 
imported, that ſuch an officer of horſe would come 
to him ; and that the king defired he would order him 
to have five and twenty laſhes given him, by the hands 
of the corrigidor of the college, in the preſence of 
three or four of his moſt venerable brethren, It 
was alſo notified in the Jetter, that the patient 
ſhould extend himſelf upon a table, and keep his 
thumbs croſſed during the performance, that he 
ſhould give ten louis d*ors to the corrigidor, and 
return him thanks for the chaſtiſement he had re- 
| ceived, The letter concluded with an injunction to 
the rector to return a punctual account of the manner 
in which theſe commands were executed, 

At the ſame time, that this ridiculous letter was 
read at the college of Jeſuits, and they were overjoyed 
at having the confidence of the marquis of Lovain, 
the captain of horſe received one from the ſame 
hand; wherein he was ordered to go the next Friday 
3 to the rector of the Jeſuits, who would acquaint him 
| 
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with the king's. commands. He waited impatiently 
tor 
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or A for the day, and went punctually to the college, at 
the time appointed, which was at eight in the 
„ © morning. He was immediately conducted into an 
S inner hall, where he was met by the reverend fa- 
— thers, who ſignified to him the orders they had re- 
4 TX ceived. The weak monaſticks, who did not com- 
f prehend, that theſe orders, being attended with ſuch 
ridiculous circumſtances, could never come from 


i | 
* court, exhorted the captain, by all che motives that 
intereſt or religion could dictate, to ſuhmit himſelf 
to the order. He having the folly to be per ſwaded 
. by them, put himſelf in the poſjure that the letter 
re directed, and was handſomely flogged. - He. gave 
ten louis d'ors to his corrector, returned him thanks, 
n and the Jeſuits promiſed him ſegrecy. Buryhis en- 
r. tertainment being accompanied» by a mercury *, 
„ dictated by his miſchievous lady, the whole, affair was, 
ip | diſcovered, and he diſappeared ; very. likely he 
1 turned capuchin, as he had no other couple left him 
n Reo take. 
1; 3 le is eaſy to imagine, how this news was received 


af by the muſqueteers, and how they bantered the others 
Ic upon it. I cannot recollect whether I did it in a 
F carter manner than the reſt ; but it might be fo, as I 


15 always expreſſed myſelf very briſkly, and called 
G4 things by their right name. However it was, we 
4 had amongſt us a Kinſman of the chaſtiſed marquis, 
.. who thought proper to call me to account for the 
I jokes we had paſſed. We fought on the backſide . 


Jof the Invalids; but as I diſarmed him, there was no 
blood ſhed ; and we returned together to our quar- 
ters, as tho* we had been only taking a walk. 

4 There was ſome ſuſpicion of our diſpute ; but not- 
Jv ichitanding the rigour of edicts, thoſe honeſt gen- 
try the officers never ſcarch into the bottom of 
Tote matters, unleſs when they cannot help it. He 
Nuitted our corps, a ſhort time after, under pre- 
B 3 - tence 
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tence of an ill ſtate of health. I promiſed him to 
bh keep our affair ſecret, and kept my word very 
14 punctually. Neither would 1 have mentioned it 
| now, but as I know it is impoſſible for any one to 
find out who he was. 

I did not make the campaign in 1689, on ac- 
count of my youth; but I preſſed ſo {trungly for it, 
j that I was permitted to make the next. As I had a 
fr very great inclination for my profeſſion, and found 
myſelf of a genius to ſucceed in it; fo I applied 
myſelf to the obtaining of inſtruction, with all the 
diligence poſſible: I remarked every circumſtance, 
and enquired the reaſons of them, not only of the 
officers, but alſo of thoſe old ſoldiers that had ſerved 
under Turenne, and the marſhal de Crequi: and 1 
: | can ſay, that I found many of them as able to in- 

3 i ſtruct me, as thoſe officers that were of greater re- 
© | pute. We are well led this year, ſays an old foot- 
„ ſoldier to me, I ſaw it from our firſt ſetting out; 
It it is not now, as it was laſt year, when we were 
i harraſſed without knowing for what; when they made 
1 us attack walls that the cannon could hardly make a 
Wil: . - breach in, and then, when they were taken, whar 
1 did we make of them, ſeeing that between the 

| place, and the enemy, there was a large defile, 
We which hindered us from atracking them ? Obſerve, 
"i continued he, this camp wherein we are now : we 
1 have here all the advantages that we can wiſh for; 
1 


8 our convoys come to us unmoleſted; our cavalry 

| Jas good. paſture, where nothing can hurt them; 

we repole quictly ; whereas laſt year we were con- 

| tinually in alarm. But, I believe, added he, that 
| we ſhall ſoon decamp, and that Luxembourgh will 
make a pulh ; ſo much the better, he may depend | 
upon us, as we do upon him. I took great delight ; 
{if in theſe ſort of diſcourſes, and my curioſity gained 
4 me ſome reputation in the army, We really did 
decamp, as the old ſoldier had predicted, and in a 


few 
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few days after we fought the battle of Flerus, I 
was in the action, and can alſo ſay, that I behaved 
myſelf manfully; and if every one elſe had per- 
formed as much as 1 did, there had not been one of 
our enemies left alive. I remember, particularly, that 
I killed two Germans; I ſhot one in the head with 
a piſto}, and ſtabbed the other in the breaſt with 
my ſword. I have been in ſeveral actions ſince, 
without doing ſuch explons, excepting that againſt 
the Turks. All that I know of the battle is, that 
we were victorious, that Waldeck ſaved himſelf as 
well as he could, and gathered together the broken 
remnants of his army, under the cannon of a ſtrong 
place; that we remained maſters of the field, and 
our ſoldiers abounded in plunder, I have yet ac- 
tually by me a pair of damaſquined piſtols, that I 
gave a ſoldier four piſtoles tor. As for the parti- 
culars of the battle, I maſt corifeis, that I had. roo 
much employment on my own hands, and was too 
ſtrongly engaged, to miad what paſſed elſcwhere. 
It was not until even ſome days atterwards, that I 
underſtood the dextrous management of M. de 
Luxembourg, in marching a party of his right, un- 
der favour of a little hill, to engage the enemy 
more advantagiouſly on the left. It was thought in 
the army to be a flying camp, that hearing the 


noiſe of the cannon, were come up to take Waldeck 


in the flank ; at leaſt, I remember to have read fo 

in ſome relation. Fa 
I continued a year in the muſqueteers, tho? they 

did not ſpare my money, ſo that I had never 


4 enough; plays, treats, and entertainments, foon 


conſumed all my friends gave me; beſides, I'began 
then to get acquainted with the women players, and 
thoſe creatures are always inſatiable. BR 

The campaign came on, and I was of the detach? - 


ment, that was appointed to ſerve in Flandern, 


The enemy's army was commanded by the, prince: 
| B 4 | of 
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of Orange, who had juſt accompliſhed the making 
himſelf king of England. He underſtood the art of 
war, and knew how to conduct himſelf, ſo as to 
avoid coming to an engagement. Both armies did 
nothing but camp and decamp, for the conveniency 
of forage, and the covering of each of their coun- 
tries. This inaction grew very tireſome to me; I 
had rather that each day had been the day of battle : 


I employed myſelf as I had done the preceding 


year. By my converſation and remarks, I obtained 
a knowledge of the different operations of war, of 
the manner of conducting the convoys, and of the 
uſefulneſs and neceſſity of parties. I applied myſelf 
particularly to get acquainted with the ſituation of the 
country : there was not a rivulet, a hedge, or a de- 
file, but what I knew; and the knowledge I then. 
obtained, has ſince been of great ſervice, againſt thoſe 
whom I then intended to put it in practice for. 

The armies were then upon the point of ſepara— 
ting, for, going into winter- quarters. We were in 
the neighbourhood of Tournay, and the enemy was 
about fix leagues from us. They decamped firſt. 
M. de Luxembourg, always attentive to every op— 
portunity of acting, thought that their diſtance 


might perhaps make, them negle&t the neceſſary 


precautions for ſecuring their march, and he could 
ſurpriſe their rear-guzrd before they could paſs the 
river Catoire. He put himſelf at the head of the 
king's houſchol ] troops, and marched ſo briſkly 


at night, that in the morning we came up with 


them on the ſide of the village of Leuze, before the 


enemy had any intelligence of us. 


That village 


covering us we halted, put ourſelves in order of 
battle, and then paſſing on full ſpeed, we found the 
rear-guard of the enemy ſcattered about very negli- 
- gently, on the banks of the river, which they had to 
We charged without giving them time to 
Some 
ſqua- 


paſs, 
rally: it was not a battle, but a defeat. 
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Ng ſquadrons, that formed themſelves in haſte, endea- 
of voured to keep their ground; but they were broke 
to M almoſt in an inſtant, and we drove them to the very 
id Þ brink of the river. The foot coming to their aſſiſt- 
2X ance prevented their total defeat. They were 


ties. I had often heard ſay, that it is there one 
mult learn the art of war: how to conduct a troop, 
form a deſign, or lay an ambuſcade : and I found 
that they had not deceived me, for it was in theſe 
excurſions that I acquired the little I know, I was 
beloved by my ſoldiers; and there was not one of 
them, but would have ſacrificed himſelf for me: 
a free and courteous behaviour attached them to 
me; beſides I accounted nothing as my own, and 
never ſhared in the booty which they took, when 
under my command, ; | 
The king of England ſeemed to have a great in- 


Clination to relicve Namure, nevertheleſs he durſt 
- not 


- 
8 greatly ſuperior in numbers; but what could troops 
I do when ſurpriſed in diſorder? This action was 
1 glorious to the general that deſigned and conducted 
g itz nevertheleſs I did not think it redounded much 
d to our honour, by diſcomficing thoſe that were una- 
f ble to reſiſt us. 
e Il did not like the life of a muſqueteer, and 
If vas determined to continue no longer in that corps. 
e It was with much trouble that I obtained the favour 
= of a troop of horſe; for the maxims of M. de 
n. Louvois, who was dead, were yet followed. This 
e miniſter had made it a rule to put, even at the head 
of companies, only thoſe that had experience in the ſer- 
- vice. I ſtill ſerved in F/anders, but the horſe had 
1 little ſhare in the ſucceſs that we had there. 
$ The king beſieged Namure in perſon, and took 
. it in a very little time, conſidering the continual 
. rains and the ſtrength of the place. I ſtudied the 
- operations of the ſiege, as much as poſſibly I could 
ö and to employ myſelf, I very often went upon par- 
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not paſs the Mehainge ; marſhal Luxembourg was 
always in the way, to diſpute the paſſage with him. 
Namure being taken, Lewis XIV. returned to 
Verſailles. | 

Both armies equally endeavoured to avoid each 
other. Our cavalry being the ſtrongeſt, we would 
faia have drawn the enemy out to engage in the plain; 
and they on the contrary, being ſtrongeſt in foot, 


_ «Choſe an encloſed ſituation, where our horſe would be 


uſcleſs to us. We were encamped at S/ei/nrergue, a 
woody country, and full of hedges. That camp 
was pitched upon for the conveniency of forage z 
large defiles lay between us and the allies, which it 
was impoſſible for them to paſs, without our know- 
ing of it ſoon enough to put ourſelves in a pro- 
per poſture to receive them. Nevertheleſs the 
prince of Orùnge found means to do it; for 
having diſcovered that a man in the duke of 
Bavaria's ſervice, was one of our ſpies, he forced 
him to write in his preſence to marſhal Lux- 
embourg, not to regard the motions that we ſhould 
make on the day following, as they were only 
deſigned to ſecure a grand foraging. This falſe 
advice had as much effect as could be wiſhed 
for: we did not concern ourſelves with the motions 


of the enemy, who paſſed the defiles, having driven 


ſome brigades of foot from their poſt, and poſſeſſed 
themſelves of their cannon, before we perceived 
their deſign, I was preſent in courſe ; bur I under- 
ſtood from the moſt intelligent officers, and, among 
others, from the marquis de Feuguieres, that if mar- 
thal Luxembourg had had leſs preſence of mind, or 
that the prince of Orange had got the better, we 
were irrecoverably loſt ; and that we ſhould have 
been hardly mentioned again, during the reſt of the 
campaign. Our victory was, that we were not 
beaten as we deſerved to have been, that we repulſed 

the 


defiles. 
was ſo attached to my troop, that I paſſed the 


winter at Lille, excepting, one month that I ſpent 
at Paris. Life is a handſome city 3 and every 
body there ot any diſtinction, or that would be 
accour ted ſo, have taken up the French taikions 
they make great entertainments, and play deeply. 
I frequented much the houſe of one la Randiere, a 
very rich man, that valued himſelf much on his 
fortune. He had two daughters tolerably handtome, 
az} of amiable characters. My particular friend, 
Staupe, a $wiſs colonel, courted the eldeſt, and was 
married to her in a year or two after. The youngeſt 
was very much to my taſte. But as I had no reliſh 
for matrimony, I only ſought to paſs time away, 
in ſuch a manner, as I would not injure her. We 
took a very particular method to converſe privately 
together. | 

Their carriages were kept at a diſtance from the 
houſe, where the coach-houſes being at the bottom 
of the garden, and a high palliſade covered the 
building, we uſed to go thither, without being per- 
ceived ; and ſeating ourſelves in a coach, we told 
our ſecrets to each other. I can proteſt, that I 
never abuſed her indulgence. I had not more dif- 
cretion than another; but I always held it for a 
rule, that it was unbecoming a man of honour to 
diſgrace a houſe, where he has admittance on the 
footing of a friend. 

The campaign of 1693, opened in ſuch a man- 
ner as promiſed great matters. Lewis XIV. was 


come to put himſelf at the head of us, and as he 


would not have taken ſuch a ſtep but upon ſure foot- 
ing, we expected ſome very conſiderable event, 
Bur a camp well choſen by the prince of Orange, 
diſconcerted all the projects we had formed. 
Lewis quitted us all on a ſudden, without our ever 

knowing 
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knowing for what; and ſent a great detachment 
into Germany, under the command of monſieur, 
his brother. I had a mind to have gone thither, 
expecting that they would do great exploits with 
ſuch numerous forces ; but they contented them- 
ſelves with only reconnoitering, the prince of Baden's 
camp : whereas marſhal Luxembourg found, means 
to draw William III. from the poſt that he had 
rendered impregnable g to oblige him to fight, at a 
time when his army was weakened-by great detach- 
ments; and to obtain over him a complęat ayd 
moſt glorious victory. EEE fs 12 oo WEE 

The action begun at day- break, by attacking the 

village of Neerwinden. But as I was in the horſe, 
and the foot only were concerned in that action, I 
ſhall ſay nothing of it; for I will not ſpeak of any 
thing but what I have ſeen, and what I have had 
ſome ſhare in. We were poſted ſo as to march to 
the enemy's intrenchments; and we endured the 
fire of their cannon for ſeveral. hours. At laſt we 
marched up to them, about one o'clock, under the 
command of M. de Feuquieres. 

Our foot having drove thoſe of the allies from 
the front intrenchments, we entered their camp by 
three or four paſſages, and I had the honour to en- 
ter one of the foremoſt, on a ſide that was only 
barricadoed with ſome carriages. Perhaps, the 
enemy only reſerved theſe openings to pour out upon 
us, after we were repulſed. I do not know how it 
was with the other troops of horſe, but that which 
I was in, met with no reſiſtance. Terror ſeized 
the whole army, all on a ſudden, and the confu- 
ſion was ſo great, thet they left us the field of bat- 
tle, with their cannon and baggage; and one part of 

them threw themſelves in a river that retarded their 
flight. The general report of the army was, that 
we were driven twice or thrice out of Neerwinden ; 


not through the want of bravery, but of ſkill and 
management 
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management in thoſe that conducted that attack; 


and the battle would have held two or three hours 
the leſs, it marſhal Villeroy had attacked the in- 
trenchments, the firſt time that the enemy quitted 
them, to reinforce the troops that defended Neer- 
winden. But this public clamour did not prevent 
his being appointed eighteen months after to ſuc- 
ceed marſhal Luxemburg. hey 

The. little uſe that I ſaw made of the cavalry, 
they appearing to me to be only for ſhew and pa- 
rade, gave me a diſtaſte for that ſervice. I aſked | 
for, and obtained, a regiment of foot. I took 
infinite pains, and ſpared: for nothing to get fine 
men; and the reputation, that I had of loving my 
ſoldiers, brought me choice of them. If I would 
have believed 1 my troopers, they would all have be- 
come foot-ſoldiers, rather than quit my command. 
I ſpent the whole winter in forming and diſciplining 
them; but above all in eſtabliſhing a union between 
the ſoldiers and officers ; and I can ſay, that I ſuc- 
ceeded ſo perfectly in it, that we ſeemed to be but 
one family. 

I was appointed to ſerve in Flanders. Marſhal 
Luxemburgh, who honoured me with his friendſhip 
and elteem, had ſhare in that deſtination. The 
campaign was very tranquil on both ſides : tho? 
Monſieur commanded us, yer there was neither 
battle or ſiege, or, at leaſt, that deſerves my men- 
tioning : nevertheleſs, I knw how to employ my- 
felf, I was perpetually in motion about the enemy's 
camp, with a party of my regiment, from whence 
we every day took ſome baggage. or harraſſed their 
convoys. But in the month of July, I learned that 
a convoy of money was to come to the enemy's camp 
from the Bruſſels ſide, | 

I took two hundred men wick me, and placed 
them in ambuſcade in the corn, which was then 
very high, about half a league diſtant from the 

camp. 
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camp. There are almoſt always ſtragglers on thoſe 
occaſions: two waggons breaking down, they had 
not time to mend them, ſo that they were obliged 
to march a little league after the others, eſcorted by 
twenty - four foot- ſoldiers, and ſixty dragoons. As 
it did not want above half an hour of night, we 
were upon the point of retiring, when we perceived 
them: we crept along the corn to the fide of the 
road they were obliged to paſs thro?, The eſcorte 
being almoſt within fight of their camp, and having 
perceived nothing in the plain, from off the riſing- 
grounds, were very negligent : we fell upon them ; 
part of them were killed, the reſt ſaved themſelves; 
but I detached a party of my men to dilperſe them, 
and prevent their getting together again. One of 
the waggons was loaded with money, the other 
with ſtrong waters; I rook the money, and broke 
the veſſels of liquor in pieces: I charged my men 
not to drink, and they obeyed me: the waggons 
were deſtroyed, and the horſes left to the carters, 
whom I ordered to be hoodwinked, for fear they 
ſhould obſerve the road we took. In a word we 
returned without being purſued. I ordered that the 
booty ſhould be divided amoneſt thoſe companies, 
from whence I had drawn the detachments to form 
my party; and as this time I had taken ſome men 
out of every company, ſo all my regiment had 
ſhare of the prize. The next morning every one 
brought me what they had, and there was ninety- 
five thouſand livres in gold and filver. Every ſol- 
dier had one hundred and fifty; the ſerjeants two 
Hundred each ; and the reſt was divided among the 
officers, according to their rack I refuſed taking 
any thing; but they all agreed to leave me a tenth 
part; which amounted to near ten thoutand livres. 
They ſeemed to be willing, that I ſhould keep it; 
but, revertheleſs, I made them take all back again. 
would not ſuffer the men to debauch themſelves : 
| #4 ha and 
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and this diſtribution was laid out, as I intended, in 
providing them with neceſſaries. 

I made another expedition, which was leſs profi- 
table, but required much more conduct. Three 
leagues off Bruſſels, almoſt by the Louvain road, 
was a large market town, incompaſſed with a ſtrong 
hedge. This town might contain two thouſand in- 
habitants, of which, at leaſt, five hundred were 
armed. I formed a deſign of ranſoming it; there- 
fore I took two thirds of my regiment along with 
me, and borrowed a good many drums of my 
friends. I inveſted the town in the night time, and 
placed the drums at the bottom of the ſeveral ave- 
nues, with orders to beat their different marches, 
and make themſelves heard, as ſoon as the attack 
was begun. At day-break we entered at three ſeve- 
ral places. They would have defended themſelves 
at firſt ; but hearing the noiſe of the drums on dif- 
ferent ſides, made them imagine, that other troops 
were coming to join us; ſo they threw down their 
arms, I ordered them to be brought to me, and 
that twenty of the principal inhabitants ſhould be 
ſecured in a houſe that I appointed, as hoſtages for 
their not ſending to alarm the neighbouring garri- 
ſons, The plunder was conducted very orderly, 
without any violence, or coſting the life of any 
perſon ; and amounted to thirty or forty thouſand 
livres, without reckoning a prodigious quantity of 
hams. | | 

This conduct made me eſteemed by the general 
officers, and drew on me the j:alouſy and enyy. of 
moſt part of thoſe of my own rank, who had not 
courage enough to follow my example. They accul- 
tomed themſclves to ſlecp till noon : ſome had even 
their toilets, and came out of their tents curled and 
powdered, as tho* they were come out of a bagnio. 
Nevertheleſs theſe were the perſons that I ſince ſaw 
preferred betore me, by a Chamillard, who never 

underſtood 
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my regiment was broke, and I was put upon the 
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underſtood war, or regarded true merit. I ſhall be 
ardoned theſe ſtrokes againſt a man, who has been 
the chief cauſe of my extravagances and diſgrace. 
The methods that I took to form myſelf, to 
train up my ſoldiers, and to give them eaſe, 
brought on me many commiſſions of much impor- 
tance. I was often ſent out upon diſcovery, to 


obſerve the motions of the enemy, their ſituation, 


and to reconnoitre the ground where we intended to 
encamp. My reports were always found to be 
very exact. The charge of conducting ſeveral con- 
voys was entruſted to me; and none of them were 
taken or moleſted. In the famous march which 
we made in that campaign, I was the firſt that ar- 


rived at Dieſpierres's bridge, with a detachment of 


five hundred horſe, each of which carried one of 


my foot ſoldiers behind them. 
Marſhal Luxemburg, my profeſſed patron, died 


at the beginning of the next year, The marquis de 
Barbeſieux was young. He was miſtaken in every 


thing ; ſo that he had nothing of the reputation of 
his father. To ſupport himſcif, he was obliged to 
have regard to the recommendation of thofe in 
whoſe power it Jay to do him prejudice : So that 
the commands, and even the winter quarters were 


given by favour, My regiment was placed 


about Calais; a bad country, and unhealthy : I 
Joſt. there above five hundred ſoldiers. To com- 
pleat my misfortune, I was appointed to ſerve on 
the Rhine, where there was nothing to be done; 


but I was forced to obey, I would have acted as I 
had done in Flanders, but they hindered me, and 


even affected to keep me inactive. I had more 
liberty in 1696, when thirteen of my ſoldiers took 
the governor of Mentz ; and they began to talk of 
me as they had done in Flanders, Peace was made 
and notwithſtanding all the efforts of my friends, 


liſt. 
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liſt of diſbanded colonels. I ſhould have had no 
room to complain, if the ordinance had been gene- 
ral; on the contrary, many were excepted, that 
had never ſignalized themſelves. | 
Almoſt ſurfeited with the ſervice, I gave myſelf 
up to amuſement and pleaſures, My father died at 
that time, and left me maſter of a pretty conſidera- 
ble fortune. Altho' I was never attached to money 
affairs, and hated them in the higheſt degree, yet then 
I gave ſome attention to them. I put one in charge 
to manage my revenue, ſo that I might live as a 
man of my quality ought to do, and that I might 
not run in debt. I have always followed this max- 
im; and though I have made a great figure every 
where, yet I do not think any body has any de- 
mands upon me. | 
Our amuſements were play, entertainments, and 
ublic ſhews, mixed with ſome amours. I was 
particularly in friendſhip with the marquis of S. M. 
the counts de Riſand, de F-—, and a German baron. 
We were never aſunder. I told them one day that 
= we lived diforderly ; that we muſt regulate ourſelves 
X alittle ; at leaſt to avoid ſcandal. I drew them up 
Ja plan for our conduct; whereby we were never to 
IF ſec one another but in the evening, and that four 
times a week. The rendezvous was either at the 
opera, - or at the play. From thence we took a 
hackney-coach, and went to ſup together, The 
places we were to ſup at were ſettled. In four 
different parts of Paris, we were to have two ho- 
37 welt girls, lodged with creditable people, where we 
went by turns. We allowed each couple two 
crowns a day, and a louis d'or from each of us when 
we ſupped there, without reckoning the little pre- 
ſents that we made them at diſcretion. The other 
rules imported, that every one ſhould retire before 
tour o'clock in the morning; that none ſhould get 


in liquor; that there ſhould be two beds in each 
C apartment, 
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4 apartment, where we might lie three and three 
1 that they ſhould keep ſecrecy 3 that none ſhould be 
wo called by their own name, or bring any ſervant 


i wich them. He that failed coming to the rendez- | 

vous, was to forfeit two louis ors, to the benefit 
of the ladies, at whoſe houſes he ſhould have been, 

upon condition that his partner ſupped for him. 

[4 We found at Paris all that we wiſhed : in leſs | 

+ than eight days, my valet de chambre, and that of 

NI. e S. M. put us in a condition to practiſe our 

5 ſtatutes; and we found them very agreeable. Our 

4 firſt aſſembly was in the ſuburbs of Sf. Victor, to- 

by Wards PEſtrapade, at a perſon's houſe, who called 
herſelf an officer's widow. We found a very neat i 

apartment, and two ladies young and handſome. i 

Supper being ready, we fat down to table. The 

« converſation was ſuch as befitred a houſe of plea- I 
ſure, and we retired very well contented, We had 

the ſame in the ſuburbs of St. Germain, in the 

 Martts, and near St. Honore's gate. This courſe 8 

\ of life held with us for fix months, without ever be- 

ing ſuſpected, we obſerving the rules very pun&tu- 

ally: there was no diſturbance or diſorder among 

us, and the lovely girls were always contented with 

our behaviour and liberality. I do not know how 

it was with my companions, but it coſt me two 

thouſand crowns at leaſt. It was no diſtaſte that 

broke up our ſociety ; but the baron was obliged 

to depart from Paris, and the count de B fell 2 

1 ] | . | 4A 

Freſh amuſements ſucceeded to theſe, which 4 

varied as much as poſſible. The taſte for reading, 

that I had contracted at the academy, overtook me 

again; I read all forts of books upon religion, 

both pro and con, whether they were good or bad; 

and far from finding any thing thercin to fix upon, 

my doubts and uncertainties increaſed. I imagined, 

and even perſwaded my ſelf, that it was ſufficient to 
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be an honeſt man; that is to ſay, to be free, juſt, 
diſintereſted, exact to my word, a good friend, an 
open enemy, without malice, and ready both for 
forgiveneſs and reconciliation : this is what I endea- 
voured to be; and I may ſay, I have been; and 
that I continue ſo more than ever, age having 
abated the too great vivacity of my temper. 

I never picked any quarrels, neither did I make 
it a point of wiſdom to avoid them; not thinking 
that any edicts obliged me to be guilty of cowardice, 
On occaſion of ſome talk, I had two or three ren- 
counters at Paris: in one of which I was the ag- 
greſſor, and came of unwounded ; and gave thoſe 


at f enough of it, with whom I fought : one of them, 
'e. that was upon the point of marrying, died in about 
he a fortnight. I was ſorry for his misfortune, tho? he 


brought it upon himſelf by not being ſatisfied with 
the firſt blood. His death, and the perſons wounded, 
made a great noiſe ; I was ſuſpected; they ſought 
tor proof, but could find none. They affirmed, 
that they knew nothing of the perſons, with whom 
they had been engaged ; that the quarrel aroſe by 


chance, upon ſome words and behaviour which 
ith Þ they reſented ; and they deſcribed the perſons in 
OW uch as manner, as nobody could find them out. 
wo IF Theſe ſuſpicions, joined to certain words that 
hat eſcaped me concerning religion, together with my 
red BN protuſe and diſſolute manner of living, prevailed 


againſt me; otherwiſe I was very well at court, 
where I conſtantly paid my reſpects; but every 
body knows, that the favour of princes of the 
Ng» blood is not the ſureſt way to promotion; ſome- 
me times that of a little commiſſary is more uſeful. In 
on, $1700, there was much talk of a war. The death 
id of Charles II, king of Spain, and the will that he 
on, made in favour of the duke of Anjou, which Lewis 
ned, N Xlv. admitted of without weighing it, rendered a 
t war unavoidable, I offered my ſervice, but it was 
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coldly received. Nevertheleſs as my reputation was 
better than many others, and they would have been 
inveighed againſt for refuſing me; ſo I had leave to 
raiſe a regiment of two battallions. I compleated 
my regiment with the ſame facility as before, or ra- 


ther caſier; moſt of thoſe that came to offer them- 


{elves to me would take no money, I was ordered 
to march into 7taly. | 

The firſt campaign was very unfortunate, and 
diſagreeable. We were betrayed ; and prince 
Eugene, who commanded the emperor's army, got 
intelligence of all our deſigns. He knew even the 
number and ſtrength of every party that was ſent out 
from the camp, ſo that which way ſoever they took, 
they were always met by thoſe that were ſtronger, 
and always beaten. I ſoon ſaw into the affair, and 
reſtrained my ſoldiers, ſo that they did not go out 
but by my orders, I was not at the action of 
Carpi; all that I know is, that it would have been 
ealy to have prevented the Germans penetrating into 
Italy; whereas they entered it without reſiſtance. 
This affair, as little deciſive as it was, did great 
injury to marſhal de Catinat : his enemies made uſe 
of it to diſcredit him, and ſacrificed him to the duke 
of Savoy, whoſe fidelity he had juſtly rendered 
ſuſpicious. The marſhal was worthy of the poſt 
that he held, as he had given proof ſeveral times in 


the laſt war; but he was too modeſt, and did not 


know how to make himſelf valued. He was re- 
heved by the marſhal de Villeroi, whom they 
looked upon at court as a great general, He had 
at leaſt the appearance of one. He was one of the 
beſt made men | ever ſaw, and his great belt (of 
which there were fo many jokes made) became him 
wonderfully well. If his carriage had been a little 
more ſprightly, and more fire in his eyes, there 
would have been nothing wanting, in his appearance, 
to plead in his favour, Soon atter his arrival, he 

| had 
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had a mind to ſignalize himſelf. Prince Eugene 
was encamped near "the Oglio, having that river at 
his back, and the town of Cbiari in front, of 
which it was abſolutely neceſſary to become poſſeſſed, 
if they would attack him. The duke of Savoy, and 
marſhal de Villeroi, reſolved to do it. Without 
doubt prince Eugene had notice of it, and prepared 
to give us a good reception, He could not poſſibly 
have in the town above four or five thouſand men, tho” 

all his foot was there ; and what the rown could not 
contain, were poſted fo as to ſuccour thoſe that de- 
fended it. We attacked them with all the vigour 
imaginable : we even broke into their farſt intrench- 
ment; but we found we were received with ſuch a 
terrible fire, and fo well aimed, that we were obli- 
ged to retire, after loſing above three thouſand men. 

I was twenty times near being killed, but eſcaped 
with two ſlight wounds, and brought back but two 
hundred men of my regiment. This great loſs, 
which fell ſo heavy on me, "and the diſtinguiſhed man- 
ner in which I behaved at Chiari, ought to have 
obtained me ſome favour. There was a numerous 
promotion of general officers, but 1 was not one 
among them; it ſtopped preciſely at thoſe of my 
ſtandiog : however, I comforted myſelf with the 
hope of being preferred the next time. 

I had no temptation to return to Paris; not 
even to my wife, that I had married three or four 
months before my ſetting out for [zaly. She came 
of a good family, being daughter to the marquis de 
Biron, was voung, and if not handſome, was well 
made, without any diſ:greeableneſs. I was ſure, 
that ſhe loved me, and I eſteemed her; but che 
name of wife apparently hindered my returning her 
love for love. It was ſome fort againſt my incling- 
tion, that I married : but my complaiſance for my 
family, and for Mr, Biron, whom I reſpected very 
much, determined me to ir. I repent lincerely of 
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it, and for having reduced to a ſtate of celibacy, a 
perſon that deſerved to be loved: it is the greateſt 
fault that I have to reproach myſelf with. 

I paſſcd the winter in a very pretty little city 
upon the Po, at five or ſix leagues diſtavce from 
Cremona, in going down towards the Manluan; 
and applied myſelf to the re-eſtabliſhing of my regi- 
ment. I was very near the German quarters, and 
many Frenchmen, that they had among them, came | 
to me; they were all old ſoldiers that had ſerved in 
the former war, I received them with pleaſure, and 
had no need of any of the recruits that came to us 
from France. I loved women, but could not en- 
rertain a conſtant paſſion for any one. I could have 
found an hundred, inſtead of one, to amuſe myſelf 
with, but that would not do : my caprice induced 
me to attach myſelf to a nun, She was but twenty 
years of age, and really a beauty. She was of a 
conſiderable family in this country, being ſacrificed 
for her brother, one of the moſt pitiful wretches 
that I ever knew. The houſe that I lodged in, 
looking upon the convent, I got a ſight of her by 
chance thro* a window that was opened to be 
mended. I was aſtoniſhed : I ſaluted her: ſhe 
returned my ſalute in a very gracious manner, with- 
out ſeeming diſplraſcd at the rencounter, I ordered 
my valet de chambre to get intelligence of her ; and 
from what he learned, I wrote a billet, in which I 
only begged leave to wait on her. I was not refuſed ; 
ſo went to ſee her. I found that ſhe was thoroughly 
inſtructed in eyery thing concerning me, and knew 
even of my marriage; ad that it was purely through 
| indifference, that I remained with my garriſon, 1 
j In the midſt of the many compliments that ſhe Ml 
made me upon the action of Chiar;, and the at- 
tachment of my ſoldiers to me, ſhe rallied me in a 
very briſk manner, upon the little impreſſion that I 


Wo. felt for my wife. Love ſhone in her eyes, and eſta- 
<p bliſhed 
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bliſhed himſelf in my heart. Our converſation was 
lively ard agrecable, and ended very tenderly, 

This was not the only one ; we multiplied them 
as often as her condition would conveniently permit, 
In the ſecond we avowed our love to each other, 
and ſhe made me a preſent of a letter-caſe, embroi- 
dered with her own hair, mixed with gold wire. 
Te will ſerve, ſaid ſhe, giving it to me, to put 
thoſe letters, that my love, or your indifference, 
ſhall oblige me to write to you. I have it yet by 
me, together with the letter that ſhe writ to me, 
when I left her to go into the field. 

Love is but a torment 3 at leaſt, when. the par- 
ties do not ſee one another: we ſtrove to compleat 
ours, and ſucceeded. Her chamber was at the 
end of a gallery, near a ſtair-caſe, that led to the 
garden. As the garden-walls were very high, and 
they had no fear of their being ſcaled, ſo the garden- 
gate was only bolted. The difficulty was how to 
get into the garden. At the end, in a ſcattering, 
ſtreet, was the inner yard, where the gardener had 
his lodge, which was built againſt the encloſure, 
To let in the light, there was a ſaſh- window, ſecu- 
red with ſpiked iron bars. There was alſo a gate 
that opened from the inner court into the garden; 
but it had a treble lock, and the ſuperior, or one of 
the oldeſt nuns, always had the care of it; ſo that 
the gardener's window was the only place that was 
acceſſible. The gardener muſt be gained: fifty 
piſtoles did the buſineſs. I went myſelf to examine 
the ſpot; and preſently obſerved, that the bars 
were not mortiſed in the wall, but only faſtened to the 
wooden frame of the window; on examining them 
nearer, I found that they might be ſawed, without 
damaging the maſonry, or, at leaſt, without its be- 
ing perceived on the outſide. The thing was done 
as I contrived, and I took care to inform my be- 


loved nun of it, who ſeemed quite overjoyed. We, 
| C 4 met 
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met together one day; I believe, it was the fame 
on which prince Eugene ſurprized Cremona. I 
had found the way from the faſh-window, to the 
body of the houſe. It is impoſſible, to expreſs the 
pleaſures that we taſted z much leſs the vivacity of 
our careſſes, and the tenderneſs of our ſentiments, 
This intercourfe laſted near three months, without 
either of us being ſuſpected. At my departure, 


| ſhe wrote me the following letter. 


64 OU are going it muſt be!] expect it. 
ee It is your duty; and, I believe, that I 
« ſhould ceaſe from loving you, if you did not 
« do it: yet I am in deſpair ; I know not what 


do; or what I would do. I had reſolved not to 


e have wrote to you; but I cannot keep my reſolution. 
« A crowd of thoughts come upon me, and I reject 
e them all. Why am [I not at liberty why are 
ce not you !—your inclination for war, your love 


c of glory, bind you as ſtrait, as I am bound by 


<« the engagements that I have been forced to take. 
« They ſay that love is able to break all fetters, — 
& then you love me not——you know that I was 
„ready to break mine——and you only withheld 
me from following you. The thing, you ſaid, 
« was impoſſible ; you made me own it was fo: 
« why was you more diſcreet than I? with a love 
* equal to mine, could you have had that diſcretion ? 
„however, I take it kindly of you, and I imagine, 
with pleaſure, that you had ſuch command of 
„ yourſelf, as to prefer my honour to your own ſa- 
e risfaction, I love that honour which I have ha- 
* Zarded—1 love it more than my life——bur I find 
that is Jeſs to me than my love. What ſhould I 
do along with you ?——alas!—— whatever you 
* would, I would fight diſguiſed at your fide, 
and expoſe myſelf to the ſtrokes that were aimed 


* at you, Death, in ſuch circumſtances, would 


«© have 
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&« have nothing ſad in it to me: I do not know even 
« whether the pleaſure of having ſaved your life, 
« would not make me inſenſible of any regret on 
<« parting from you: at leaſt, that ſorrow would 
« be over in an inſtant; while the grief that you 
« now occafion me, will end only with life; which 
e cannot laſt long, as the wound that you have 
given me is mortal I feel it and I rejoice 
ce at it. You may heal it; no do not 
e my cure will laſt no longer than your love; and 
! had much rather die of grief, for the loſs of 
© you, while I believe that you love me, than to 
« be a moment witneſs of your inconſtancy. I 
e jmagine I know you; and that it is the difficulty 
& of ſceing me, which has animated that paſſion, 
& which would extinguiſh, were you at full liberty. 
&« 1s that poſſible ? I wiſh myſelf deceived, and 
&« will not ſcarch into theſe afflicting ideas. Adieu. 
& Shall I ſee you no more? — wheat would that 
e laſt moment avail, but only to augment the bit- 
ce terneſs of our ſeparation ? come, however ; 
« for I think I have yet a great many things to ſay 

{© to you.“ | 


I was juſt going to mount my horſe, when J re- 


| ceived this letter; and went to ſee her: bur we 


could hardly ſpeak to one; another for tears. She 
died three months after : and had it not been for the 
ſtrength of my conſtitution, and the continual em- 
ployment where I was, I ſhould, in all appearance, 
have met with the ſame lot. 

Marſhal Villeroi ſuffered himſelf to be taken 
at Cremona; and the duke of Vendome came in his 
room. This prince was what they call a ſoldier. 
He was maſter of the art of war, and exceeded the 
high opinion, that we all had of his capacity. He 


was good, popular, converſed familiarly with his 


ſoldiers, and looked upon nothing as his own. In 
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a word he was to the whole army, the ſame as I was 
in my regiment. I do not ſay, that we had both 
very near the ſame character; but every body 
thought ſo; and 1 never yet ſaw a general, that I 
wiſhed more to reſemble. From the praiſes he 
heard of me, (and alſo, perhaps, by ſympathy) he 
would make me one of his friends, and diſ:inguiſhed 
me on every occaſion, as much as he could, without 
affording roam for jealouſy. We ſoon re- poſſeſſed 
thoſe places that the Germans had taken from us in 
the winter; the blockade of Mantua was raiſed, 
and we ſhut them in Breſſau, The campaign was 
briſk; we had many battles, and a grand one at 
Luzara. We ought to have loſt it. Prince Eugene, 
having intelligence of our deſigns, lay in ambulcade 
with his whole army behind a great bank, at the 
foot of which we were to have encamped. An of- 
ficer adviſed to place a guard upon that bank: 
he mounted it himſelf to poſt one there, and ſaw all 
the enemy's foot lying on their bellies upon the 
ground, waiting to pour out upon us, He gave the 
alarm, and they ran to inform Monſieur de Vendome. 
I got there one of the firſt, and while I was waiting 
for him, I formed a line of thoſe foot, that I found 
ready at hand ; and tho? only a colonel, they per- 
mitted me to do it, and obeyed my orders. I ſuſ- 
, tained the firſt charge of the Imperialiſts; and it 
was upon this firſt attack, that the ſafety of our 
army depended. Prince Eugene has told me 
twenty times ſince, that I ſnatched a victory out of 
his hands, that he thought himſelf ſure of. 

The reſiſtance that I made gave the other troops 
time to come to my ſuccour, who put themſelves in 
order of battle as they arrived. The ground was 
croſſed with hedges and ditches, - which ſaved us. 
The action laſted until an hour after midnight; 
when prince Eugene retreated half a league off, 


leaving us the field of battle, with three or four 
thouſand 
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thouſand lain. We had near as many; and among 
them we loſt ſeveral officers of note. After the 
action, we made ourſelves maſters of Luzara 


which had been the object of our fight. 

As ſoon as the campaign was ended, I ſet out 
for Paris, where I found my wife, who received 
me with a great deal of tenderneſs. The idea of my 
nun ſtill poſſeſſing me, I made her little or no re- 
turn. Tho? there was another great promotion of 
officers expected, I thought it beneath me to apply 
myſelf to my friends to get myſelf in it: I thought 
that my ſervices, and, if I may be permitted to ſay 
it, my reputation, ſpoke largely enough in my fa- 
vour : but I was excluded, tho? others younger than 
myſelf were named therein, who were not of any 
note in the army; or to whom, indeed, I would 
not have cruſted a ſingle company. I could name 
them; but, as I believe, I have ſaid before, I 
write to juſtify myſelf, and not to caſt a blemiſh 
upon any body, TI own that I was very much exaſ- 
perated at this neglect : I looked upon it to be ſuch 
a public affront, that my honour would not permit 
me to put up. I went to Chamillard, and modera- 
ted my complaints pretty much at firſt. He told 
me, with a pedantic tone and air, that, with the 
king, valour and ſkill were not ſufficient titles, to 
advancement, without manners and behaviour were 


Joined to them. I uſed him very ill, and retired 


with rage in my heart; but the fear of the baſtile 
ſoon took place of it. Without opening my mind 
to any body, I got together as much money as I 
could; my farmers advanced me a year's rents; I 
borrowed ſome money elſewhere, and quitted the 
kingdom. On the frontiers I wrote ſeveral let- 
ters, and one among others, to Chamillard, that I 
remember til], | 
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M Y proceeding need not ſurprize you. If 


you were capable of knowing the ſenti- 
« ments of a man of diſtinction and honour, you 
« would have been attentive thereto, and prevented 
„ my taking this ſtep; but a gown, and an ink- 
« horn, can never inſtruct a low genius. I ſhall 
% have juſtice done me elſewhere; and I hope, that 
& you will hear me ſpoken of oftner than you would 
&« defire. I ſhall always preſerve an infinite reſpect 
% for the king, who would have continued, as 
de he has been, all his reign, had he not put confi- 
« dence in you? Is it poſſible, that he does not lee, 
ce as well as all France, that you only ruin his al- 
* fairs, and diſhoncur him? and you may let his 
« majeſty know, that I can produce a thouſand 
« men, to ſet their hands to what I have here told 
your”. - 


I was not yet determined to go over to the ene- 
mies of Frauce; otherwiſe, I would have done it on 
ſuch a footing, as ſhould not have ſavoured of the ad- 
venturer. I demanded paſſports, and gave my parole 
of honour, that I was no longer in the French ſer- 
vice, nor was charged with any ſecret commiſſion, 
and that I only travelled for my own pleaſure. Be- 
fore I put myſelf under the emperor's patronage, [I 
traverſed part of the courts of Germany; and was 


received with much diftinftion, they every where 
offering me great employments. But being at- 


tached to the emperor's ſervice, more by caprice, 
than reaſon, I refuſed all the advantageous proffers 
that were made me, 
| TI ſpent a whole year in travelling, going even 
into Italy. My money diminiſhed ; my affairs at 
court were deſperate ; nobody dared to ſpeak in my 
behalf; my eſtate was confiſcated ; and all that my 
wife could do, by throwing herſelf at the king's 
feet, 


Counr BONNEYAL. 29 


feet, was to obtain a pretty good penſion for herſelf. 
The marquis du Pris was then at Rome, in the 
quality of agent for the court of Vienna; he ſtrove 
to gain me, and ] believe, that he boaſted of having 
done it. It is true, that he did me ſome ſervices 3 
but he has ſince made me pay very dear for them. 
I addreſſed myſeif to prince Eugene; who on fome 
account that I am ignorant of, did not command 
that year. He was intereſted as much for me, as 
he could have been for himſelf; he ſpoke to the 
emperor, and laid me out to him, as a man capable 
of doing him very great ſervices. It was ordered, 
that I ſhould have a regiment of foot, conſiſting 
of two thouſand men; that the regiment ſhould go 
by my name; and that in a ſhort time I ſhould be 
made a general officer. 

Prince Eugene, with his uſual affability, ac- 
quainted me with what he had done-for me, and 
aſſured me, that he would be my friend preferable 
to all others; and that he would take care, I ſhould 
never repent the ſtep that Chamillard had forced me 


to take, We will both of us, added he, make 


France repent the little conſideration that ſhe affects 
to have for men of merit and diſtinction. He ab- 
ſolutely forbad me taking any other lodging but his 
on my arrival at Vienna; and I carefully obeyed 
him. The emperor gave me a very obliging recep- 
tion; the maſter's example was followed by others, 
and they that profeſſed themſelves under the protec- 
tion of prince Eugene, were very obliging to me z 
fo that J was at all the entertainments and parties of 
pleaſure. 

Ia that court, as well as in all others, thoſe that 
govern under the prince are not friends, each has 
bis views, each has his creatures 3 to be attached to 
one party is almoſt a ſure ſtroke to draw the others 
upon you. My protector let me into their charac- 


ters, and their degrees of credit: he named to me 
thoſe 
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thoſe that were his friends, and thoſe that only pre- 
tended to be ſo. He adviſed me to accuſtom my- 
ſelf to the German faſhions as ſpeedily as I could, to 
avoid being of the king of the Romans party, and 
whatever had the appearance of libertiniſm. He 
alſo drew me a picture of the court ladies. There 
is at Vienna infinite conveniencies for making ac- 
quaintance. Every day of the week there is an aſ- 
ſembly at ſome perſon of diſtinction's houſe : all peo- 
Ple of faſhion meet there, where they either play or 
chat. I never failed, eſpecially at firſt; and beſides 


the friends that I made, I won full three thouſand 


piſtoles. | 
They aſſiſted me in forming my regiment. I 
found means to let thuſe know whom I had left in 
Ttaly, that I was raiſing a regiment for the emperor's 
ſervice : all that could deſert came to me, and I had 
above two hundred of them. My firſt care was to 
make them learn German; and they were of great 
ſervice to me in helping me to diſcipline the 
others. Whatever I could do, I could not get 
ready to make the campaign, ſo was not witneſs of 
the action at ZZochſter, that re citabliſhed the empe- 
ror's affairs. As I did not ſerve, and as my regi- 
ment lay five or fax leagues from Vienna, I made 
my court there regularly twice a week, I had the 
honour twice or thrice to entertain his imperial ma- 
jeſty. That prince was extremely uneaſy at ſeeing 
the war ſo near to him; he queſtioned me very 
much on the ſituation of France, on their reſources, 
the characters of her miniſters and generals, and of 
the ſpirit that reigned at Verſailles. I anſwered 
with my uſual freedom, that France was yet a for- 
midable enemy; that ſhe did not want for ſoldiers; 
that ſhe had a great number of excellent officers ; 
that, neverthelels, I durſt predict, that ſhe would 
not maintain that war, with as muzh honour as ſhe 
had done the preceding one, That Chamillard was 
uiterly 
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utterly incapable of the employment that he was truſted 
with; that diſcipline was loſt in the army; that they 
had a heap of young colonels, that were jult come from 
the college ; that they had formed a cabal of devo- 
tees, who excluded all thoſe from having any command, 
that did not go every day to mals ; that there were 
two parties, of which one approved, and the other 
blamed, the efforts that that were made for ſupport- 
ing the duke of Anjou; and that beſides the miniſ- 
ter's incapacity, theſe two parties rendered ſecrecy 
impoſſible, That the king hearkened only to 
madame de Maintenon, who was ſtill in dread of 
the dutcheſs of Burgunay; and to pleaſe her, got all 
thoſe employed, by means of Chamillafd, for 
whom that princeſs had any affection. | 

Coming next to the generals, I told the empe- 
ror, that Hillars knew how to conduct and manage 
an army; that he had the confidence of the ſoldiery; 
and that it was a happineſs he was fallen out with 
the duke of Bavaria; that Mar/in, whom they had 
ſent in his room was not much to be feared ; that 
Tallard, who would be certainly ſent to their aſſiſt- 
ance, if the Engliſh joined the prince of Baden, 
knew no more of war than the other; and that it 
was not he that gained the battle of Spire; but they 
had given him the honour of it, altho' he had done 
whatever he could to loſe it. That the marſhal de 
Villeroi was too little eſteemed in the army to ſuc- 
ceed. That the duke of Vendome was entirely wor- 
thy of commanding, and that there was ſcarce any 
but prince Eugene that could cope with him. 

Soon after this converſation, there came news of 
the celebrated battle of Blenheim or Hochſtet. The 
emperor had the goodneſs to acquaint me with it; 
and as ſoon as he law me, he cried out: Zou have 
ſaid right, the French are beaten, ſo as they never 
were before ; the dute of Marlborough has ſent me 

word, 
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word, that he has taken marſhal Tallard, and all 


the jeſuitical penſioners. 
In the mean time my regiment was compleated. 
The Germans for the molt part are coloſſuſſes of fleſh : 


it ſeemed to me, that ſuch huge bodies were not fit 


for the fatigue of the long marches, that the foot are 
frequently obliged to undergo. I choſe them as near 
as I could to the ſtature of the French, that came 
over to me; and I faſhioned them by my beft 
men. The king of the Romans did me the honour 


to come twice to ſee them exerciſe : he was pleaſed 


with them, and could not help ſaying, that two 
thouſand ſuch choſen and trained men were worth 
four. In the month of April, I led them into 
Bavaria : that deſtination was a great favour. In 


the empire, there is very bad pay; but the winter- . 


quarters compenſate it abundantly : and thoſe that 
I had given me, were the beſt that I could wiſh 
for. The Bavarians were to be tamed by being 
impoveriſhed. My officers and ſoldiers came in- 
tirely into thoſe views, and though they brought 
me in very conſiderable ſums, yet in proportion they 
advantaged themſelves more than me. I left the 
care of my concerns to my major: I ſuppoſed that 
he was honeſt, and would never ſuffer him to make 
out any account to me. 

I was but ſix weeks in this country. I got to 
Vienna as ſoon as prince Eugene returned thither 
from his glorious campaign. My friend, ſaid he, 
embracing me, you did well to come and join us, 
the French are nothing! they ſuffer themſelves to 
be beat and taken like ſheep! What generals! added 
he, when we were talking in private! what pitiful 
conduct ! to fight their cavalry, without ſuſtaining 
them with their foot; I do not care to ſpeak in 
this manner in public, as it would injure our glory: 
but upon my honour, a child might beat them. 
Tallard was not with his wing, when it was at- 


tacked, | 
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tacked ; he let himſelf be heedleſly taken as he was 
coming to join them, with two of his aids de camp. 
I told Mariborough that he muſt ſend him back to 
beat him again. 

Our familiarity encreaſed more and more; and 
we became quite intimate. The prince kept no 
ſecret from me, nor I from him: we paſſed all our 
time together, except when we were obliged to be 
elſewhere. It was found fault with; but he took 
them up at ſuch a rate, as they were obliged to be 
ſilent. 

As ſoon as he was named to ſerve in Tah, he 
imparted it to me. We ſhall ſerve together, added 
he, I have aſked you of the emperor. Our confe- 
rences became more frequent than ever they had 
been; but for fear of making the other officers jea- 
lous, we kept them ſecret. I went in the evening 
to the prince's houſe ; ſometimes he came to mine; 
and we often met in the Capuchins garden. 

The duke of Savoy, who two years ago had 
quitted the French intereſt, was extremely preſſed. 
It was only a ſpeedy and powerful diverſion that 
could fave him; and they haſtened ro march to his 
aſſiſtance. I left: Vienna, at the beginning of April: 
the army was formed in Tirol, and prince Eugene 
joined us the firſt day of Hay. We endeavoured to 
ſuccour Mirando/a, but in vain z for that place ſur- 


rendered in our fight ; we being on the banks 


of the Mincio; but it was impoſſible for us to paſs 
it, We had only a ſkirmiſh tor about rwo hours, 
from one ſide of that river to the other. The duke 
of Vendome had quitted Piemont, on the news of 
our arrival; and he conſtrained us to quit the Vero- 
nois, and enter into Breſſau, where we were almoſt 
blocked up. We had not then one place in Italy; 
notwithſtanding which all the open country was for 
us, altho' we uſed them as ill at leaſt as the French 


could do. An enterprize, welk conducted, ſet us 
| more 
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more at large, and gave us great hopes. After 
many motions, to divert the attention of the enemy, 
we paſſed the Oglio at Vago. Seven battallions, 
and as many ſquadrons, which were there, might 
have diſputed the paſſage, and would certainly have 
hindered us; but the execution of our cannon, that I or- 
dered to be fired, put them to flight. This paſſage be- 
ing ſurprized, we went to Soncino, which, we took in 
two days, with moſt part of the poſts that the two 
crowns had upon that river, | 

We thought afterwards to paſs the Adda : we 
went up and down along the fide of the river, with 
the duke of Vendome always over againſt us, who 
regulated his motions by ours. The country thro” 
which we marched, was woody, and deprived him 
of viewing our diſpoſitions. The fituation of the 
oround incommoded his march ; he had canals to 
paſs, that neceſſarily obliged him to divide his 
army into three diviſions, Upon the knowledge of 
which prince Eugene formed a project to attack his 
main body, preciſely at the time, that they ſhould 
be between the two canals, that ſeparated them from 
both the van and rear-guards. We drew up and 
tried the project. It was fo contrived that we ha- 
zarded but one body of troops; becauſe the ground 
on our fide was too advantageous for them to purſue 
us, in caſe of a check; inſtead of which, if we ſuc- 
ceeded, we ſhould ſeparate the French army, and 
open a paſſage into the Milaneſe, which was then 
almoſt entirely ungarriſoned. We had but one 
thing to fear, which was, that the duke of Vendome 
ſhould ſeize on the bridge of Caſſano, or break it 
down. The only way to hinder him, was to do 
nothing, that ſhoyld make him think of it. His 
vanguard paſſed by the bridge, that was left almoſt 
abandoned, with only about forty or fifty men, 113 
a weak caltle, that was within gun-ſhor of it. 


The 
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The vanguard was advanced above two hours be- 
fore the main body, which was led by the duke of 
Vendome himſelf; who fell into the ſnare that we had 
ſet for him. An hour after the vanguard was paſſed 
by, we ſeized the bridge; and the fifty men that 
were in the caſtle, ſurrendered without firing a gun, 
for J had given them to underſtand, that otherwiſe 
they ſhould have no quarter. I fixed myſelf on the 
bridge, and paſſed over ſeven or eight thouſand 
men, who extended themſelves to the right and left 
among the buſhes that were about the river. The 
body of the army came up, and we committed a 
fault in attacking them too ſoon, as we ſhould have 
been certain of ſucceſs, if we had let them almoſt 
all paſs by. The firſt troops being ſurprized, 
were put in diſorder ; but the others remaining firm, 
gave them time to rally themſelves. Their rear- 
guard was not far off; they haſtened their march, 
and arrived ſoon enough to drive back ſuch of our 
forces as paſſed the river, with an intent to put the 


== duke of Vendome betwixt two fires. He fought like 


a lion, and prince Eugene did the ſame : at laſt we 
were repulſed, and almoſt all thoſe that had paſſed 
over the bridge remained dead in the field of battle. 
The guard of the bridge was committed to me; I 
was attacked, and ſuſtained three or four aſſaults, 
when night put an end to the conflict. 

Altho' we had been forced back, and could not 
paſs the river Aada, and the duke of Savoy was 
without any hopes of aſſiſtance, yet prince Eugene 
wrote every where, that we were victorious: and 
on my expreſſing my ſurprize at it, he told me, it 
muſt be fo; we had need of a legion of allies, and 
they muſt not be diſcouraged. The French ſwore 
they had beaten us; but nobody would believe 
them, eſpecially if we could cope with them a little 
in the remainder of the campaign, which we did; 


and the duke of Vendome, being contented with 
D 2 having 
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every opportunity of pleaſing them. The winter 
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having put ut out of condition to execute our de- 


ſigns, returned to the ſiege of Verue. My regiment iſ 
had ſuffered very much at the defence of the bridge 
of Caſſano, but it was ſoon recruited by the deſerters i 


from my old corps. 
I had good winter-quarters, and almoſt as fruit- 


having been at a great expence; every night I ſup- 
ped with prince Eugene; but I gave a dinner almoſt 
every day to all the officers of my regiment ; andi! 
can ſay, that I made a greater figure than moſt of XZ 
our generals; altho* many piqued themſelves on 
their expences. It was always my fancy; I never 
thought of hoarding : when I at preſent reflect on 
it, I cannot comprehend, where I could get money 
ro ſupport me without running in debt. 

We returned to Vienna: the emperor Leopold 
was dead; tho' I did not miſs him, as his ſucceſſor 
had the ſame kindneſs for me. However, it occa- 
ſioned great changes in the miniſtry 3 but prince 
Eugene was on ſuch an exalted footing, that thoſe 
whom he protected, had nothing to fear. He kept 
his word with me, and I was made a general officer, 
with nearly the ſame command as a brigadier has in 
France; with this difference, that this rank is not 
multiplied, in the armies of the Empire, as in thoſe 
of France; where, thanks to Chamillard, it is rec- 
koned a fort of ſhame to be no more than a colonel, 
even when they come from the academy, This 
degree of honour drew no envy upon me; at leaſt, 
that I Knew of ; I was beloved in the army ; they 
eſteemed what ſmall capacity I had, and I took 


paſſed away in pleaſure, the new emperor loved it, 
and they made it a duty to conform to his inclina- 
tion, They often went to La Favorita; I was in 
moſt of thoſe voyages, and never drank ſo hard in 
my life. According to the advice of prince Ezgenc, 
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T accuſtomed myſelf ſo much to the German faſhions, 
that I became one of the chief ſupporters of them, 

All the nobility in Germany, both men and wo- 
men, came to make their court to the new emperor : 
it was never before ſo numerous or ſo brilliant. 
They played a game would make one tremble : I 
did not loſe ; and it is impoſſible to ſay what I 
won. My valet de chambre had the care of empty- 
ing my pockets every night, leaving therein only 
what he thought ſufficient for the next day. With 
this and ſome amours, here and there, I paſſed 
away my time. 

I returned into Italy with prince Eugene, It 
happened luckily for us, that the marſhal de Villeroy 
was beat in Flanders, at the opening of the cam- 
paign ; it was a ſecond Hochſtet. He thought him- 
ſelf only ſafe under the cannon of Liſie; and aban- 
doned all Flanders to the Engliſb and Dutch. 
This diſaſter obliged Lewis XIV. to countermand 
many forces that were marching into 1taly; and 
gave him to underſtand, at laſt, that in giving the 
the command of his armies to Villeroy, he had not 
the neceſſary talents for to obtain ſucceſs. He freed 


us from the duke of Vendome, by ſending him into 


Flanders; and the duke of Orleans took his place; 
who would perhaps have given us much trouble, 


but he had not a carte blanche. 
Superior, or at leaſt equal, to the French army, 


. deſtined to hinder us from going to ſuccour Turin, 


which la Fouillade, fon in law to Chamillard, be- 


ſieged, tho' he did not preſs it much, altho' he em- 
ployed all his ſkill, and that of his father in law, 
we ſurprized the paſſages of the rivers, and joined 
the duke of Savoy. The duke of Orleans could not 
ward off this blow; we had got the ſtart of him; 
and he was obliged to join Ja Feuillade. By this 
Junction, he was near three to one of us, and ſuch 
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good opportunities to take, that he need only keep 
to them, to render our painful march of no uſe. 
The duke of Savoy, and prince Eugene, held 
frequent councils, in which a thouſand difficulties 
were repreſented to them ; their anſwer was com- 


monly, that we muſt try; and perhaps we ſhould 


find the French not make thoſe motions which we 
imagined they would. They had very good intelli- 
gence ; for prince Eugene has owned to me ſince, 
that he knew the orders from Verſailles, We paſſed 
two rivers that they ſhould have diſputed with us; 
and the duke of Orleans was conſtrained by Marſin 
and la Feuillade, to ſhut himſelf up in the entrench- 
ments. We reconnoitred them, and found that they 
had little or no ſtrength on the ſide of the ſuburbs 
of Balon; which was the very place where they 
ought to have been ſtrongeſt. The attack was re- 
ſolved to be made on that ſide. I remember that 
in full council I aſked, where was the convoy, that 
we had prepared to victual Turin; and what we 
ſhould do, if the enemy ſhould leave a free paſſage 
for us to enter it? The convoy, replied prince Eu- 
gene, is in the French camp; and there we muſt 
look for it: what ſhall we do in Turin, but only 

ocaſion it to be taken the ſooner, with ourſelves at 


the ſame time. ; 


The battle was fought : that quarter was forced; 
and fear and ſurprize ſpread in all the others. The 
duke of Orleans being wounded put them all in con- 
fuſion, We were at moll but twenty-five thouſand 
men; and they near ſixty thouſand, My regiment 
alone, that penetrated one of the firſt, took above 


three thouſand priſoners. The army and the garri- 
ſon abounded with plunder, I bad for my ſhare a 
magnificent ſervice of plate. We marched into the 


Milaneſe, where ail ſubmicted. What a cam- 


paign never army was ſo rich. I do not 
know what it was worth to me; but this I remem- 
ber 
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ber perfectly well, that at the end of the next cam- 
paign, I had not a penny of it leſt, I paſſed the 
Winter in the beſt canton of that dutchy : the count 
de Medavi was yet there with a good number of 
troops, which occaſioned prince Eugene to ſtay there, 
and he kept me with hi | 

My quarters were at Coſma, and all the neigh- 
bourhood was at my diſcretion, I inſpired part of 
my ſentiments into my ſoldiers, and all the people 
were contented, I lodged in the caſtle, and kept 
open table for all the gentlemen that would come: 
play, balls, and concerts, ſucceeded it. The moſt 
eminent man of the place was the only one that 
did not frequent my houſe. I loaded him with 
civilities, I invited him, I waited on him myſelt, 
yet all was to no purpoſe. I was reſolved to be 
revenged on him. He had a very handſome wife, of 
whom he was as jealous as a tyger ; and it was re- 
ported, that he always kept the key of a certain pad- 


Jock. He was rich, and at the ſame time covetous : 


he often went into the country, where he ſtayed two 
or three days; at which times his houſe was cloſe 
ſhut up, nobody went either in or out. Thele 
difficulties encouraged me; and I longed impatientiy 
to ſatisfy myſelf, whether the ſtory of the padlock 
was true. I bethought myſelf ro make my drums 
beat round the houſe, almoſt a whole night; and 
the lady ſent me a letter to deſire me to ceaſe the 


noiſe, An old woman who had been her huſband's 


nurſe, but was incirely in her intereſt, told me in 
delivering it, that I ought to be contented with 
troubling her miſtreſs in another manner, / without 
making a noiſe with drums. At che bottom of the 
billet, I read in words half rubbed out; you may 
be certain. I gave the woman all the money 
that I had about me, and aſked her if I might have 
the liberty of writing: ſhe aſſured me, that I might; 


which I did in the following terms, ed. 
D 4 c 1 
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had written; and only contained theſe few words; 
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“ F Received the letter, that you was pleaſed. 


„to write to me, with a profound reſpect, and 
« infinite acknowledgement. My ſentiments are 
te the ſame as yours; and I ſhall leave nothing un- 


<« attempted or undone to give you proofs of it, 


« Tf your houſe had been acceſſible, I would have 
« waited on you long ago; but love, that is willing 
« to unite us, has ſupplied all that converſation 
« could have done. Let us acknowledge the ſenti- 
« ments he has inſpired us with; and only ſeek 
« to improve them, that we may not languiſh. I 
* wait your orders.“ Fo 


This letter, tho? ſadly indicted, was received as 
it ought to be, after the ingenuous declaration that 
ſhe had made me. The old woman told me, to 


ſend one of my ſervants, about four o'clock in the 


afternoon, to the door of a certain church, for an 
It was in the ſame ſtile as the letter that I 


At eleven at night, by the little gate, that opens on 
the ramparts, 1 ſhall be ready to receive you : come 
alone. 

It may be imagined, that I did not fail gomig to 
the rendezvous, The gate was opened preciſely at 
the hour appointed; and the old woman conducted 
me through I do not know how many turnings; and 
brought me to a cloſer, where ſhe ſhut me in. The 
lady came to me immediately. She was half un— 
dreſſed, and embracing me, for whom do you take 
me, ſays ſhe ? the moments are precious, and you 
wilt find more work than you think for. We pre- 
ſently ſet about it. The affair of the padlock was 
true : a ſort of coat of mail, made fomewhat like a 
ſling, rendered the paſſage impenetrable. Several 
little chains faſtened this little bag-net to a girdle, 
that being ticd with ribbons, made it almoſt immo- 
| veable. 
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veable. It was impoſſible, to cut or unrip it, 


without its beisg perceived; and her life depended 


on it. After a thouſand unſucceſsful trials, faid I, 
it is impoſſible for your huſband to have only one 
key; he certainly muſt have had ſeveral made. 
We were in that jealous man's cloſet, and we 
looked every where : by miſtake he had left one of 
the drawers of his bureau open; we learched there, 
and under a heap of papers, and old contracts, we 
found a little ſilver box, with five or fix little keys 
therein. This was what we ſought for. I took 
one, and ſent my valet de chambre to Milan, to get 
another made by it; and we renewed our meetings 
every time that gentleman was abſent. 

I was revenged: but revenge has but part of its 
ſweet, when it remains ſecret; at leaſt ſuch was my 
way of thinking. At my departure I ſent to that 
jealous huſband, by one of my ſervants, the key 
ſealed up in a letter, wherein was theſe words; J 
have no more buſmeſs with it. He preſently mounted 
on horſeback, and I had not gone above three or 
four leagues, when he came up to me, juſt as I 
was going to dinner. He demanded ſatistact ion of 
me, and I gave it him after dinner. We fought in 
a little wood: he was a good ſwordſ{man, and 
much braver than he ſeemed to be. H told me 


that he would take no quarter, and that he would 


give me none: that, if he got the better, his de- 
ſign was to carry my head to his wife, and to ſtab 
her as ſoon as ſh: had fcen it. This brutal diſcourſe 
provoked me, we fought long and deſperately : at 
laſt I made a paſs at him, which went under his 
left breaſt, and came out at his right ſhoulder, a 
little below the channel-bone ; fo I left him ſtretched 
out upon the ſpot. I was forry, and could only 
comfort myſelf, by the pleaſure of having ſaved his 
wite's life. I do not know how this adventure got 
wind, but it was much talked of at Vienna; the 
| ladics 
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ladies queſtioned me very much about the padlock, 
and the emperor Joſeph joked abougeit more than 
once, 

A treaty was made with France, for the evacua- 
tion of 7taly, which put an end to the war in that 
country. Prince Eugene made the campaign in 
France with the duke of Satey: we penetrated into 
Provence, and laid ſiege to Toulon; we raiſed it; 
and I reckon the taking of Suza, to be our only 


conqueſt ; being happy in that the marſhal de Teſſe 


had the goodnels to leave the road free for us to re- 
turn by. | 

I forgot to mention my having made a tour to 
Vienna, where prince Eugene ſent me to communi- 
cate the project of Toulon to the emperor, and the 
diverſion of that which he had formed againſt the 
kingdom of Naples. All that I could ſay was to no 
purpoſe. The kingdom of Naples was to belong 
to the houſe of Auſtria; and Toulon, with the 
other conqueſts in Provence, was to go to the duke 


of Savoy. This reaſon prevailed over all thoſe 


that I alleged. However, it was not thro' any 
fault of our army, that we miſſed of Toulon; eight 
or ten days more would have put us in poſſoſſion of 
it, and forty or fifty men of war, that lay in the 
harbour, 

The affairs of the allies were upon a good footing 
in Spain. The arch duke had been received at 
Barcelona; all that province had followed the ex- 
ample of the capital, as well as the kingdom of 
Valencia, and part of Arragon; and the Englifp 
had made themſelves maſters of Gibraltar. The 
duke of Anjou, aſſiſted by marſhal de Teſſe, to 
whom the poſt of firſt equerry to the dutcheſs of 
Burgundy belonged by right, had miſcarried in all 
In this year 1707, he had his re- 
venge : the duke of Berwick, natural fon of king 
James, entirely routed Callway; and the duke of 

5 Orleans 
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Orleans ſubdued Valencia and Arragon, and even 
took Lerida i Catalonia. Prince Eugene was very 
much preſſed to go to re-eſtabliſh affairs in that 
country as he had done in Piedmont ; but he excuſed 
himſelf, and we went into Flanders. It was there 
the greateſt blow was given, and where molt honour 
was to be gotten. I was made a major-general, 
Qur army immediately formed itſelf on the 
Meſelle, as if we had ſome great deſigns on that 
ſide ; but all on a ſudden, we went to join the 
duke of Marlborough. We found that the French 
had already been beaten at Oudenarde, or that the 
duke of Burgundy's counſel had engaged them to 
behave, as tho' they had been beaten, We knew, 
moreover, that they were divided ; that the advice 
of the marquiſſes de O » de Gamaches, and 
many others of like ſort, prevailed over that of the 
duke of Vendome. Our two generals animated each 
other, and formed one of the greateſt enterprizes 
that ever was undertaken ; which was the ſiege of 
Liſie. That place was invironed with ſeveral others 
equally ſtrong, Douay, Tournay, Ypres, Aire, 
Bethune, Conde, and Valenciennes, The French 
were maiters of Ghent, Bruges and Nieuport, and, 
conſequently, of the Lys, and the Eſcaut ; ſo that 
our ammunition and convoys, that were to come 
from Holland, through Anvers and Bruſſels, could 
only come by land, with a continual danger of be- 
ing taken. To enter the baſon of Lile was never 
to get out again; as it was throwing ourlclves 
into a ſort of a net, of which they need only draw 
the ſtrings, to take us all. I repreſented thele diffi- 
culties, and many others, to prince Eugene, who told 
me I was in the right of it: if Vendome was alone, 
laid he, we would not undertake it; but we are 
ſure, that there is a powerful party formed againſt 
him, who are determined to explode his advice, 
and to render his deſigns abortive : the {reach are 
yet 
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yet good troops; but they are no longer conducted 
as they were formerly; their councſis are not the 
ſam ; Chamillard, and la Maintenon govern all: 
it is upon this that we reckon, at leaſt as much as 
upon the goodneſs and ardor of our troops. Do 
not be under any diſquiet, added he, my dear count, 


I will anſwer for it, that we ſhall come off with 


honour, 
Liſle was inveſted, and an immenſe convoy, that 


reached four or five leagues, came to us without lo- 
ſing a ſingle waggon. Prince Eugene carried on the 
fiege, and Marlborough covered it; but it was long 
and bloody. Marſhal Bouflers, who ſuſtained it, 
had an army rather than a garriſon, We ran great 
dangers, and the undertaking was repented of more 
than once; but count de la Motte found means at 
Mynendale, to have twenty thouſand men beaten by 
eight or ten thouſand, which was our preſervation. 
Lifle was taken, and the citadel only held out for 
form. The imagined net that they had ſurrounded 
us with, was as eaſily broken, as a ſpider's web; 
and the ſeveral corps that were diſtributed about, to 
ſhut up the paſſages againſt us, diſappeared in great 
confuſion, We finiſhed that glorious and dange- 
rous campaign, by the taking of Ghent, which the 
count de la Motte had the honeſty to ſurrender to 
us a day or twp before the beginning of the hard 
winter, 

The ſeverity of the cold was more felt in France, 
than any where elſe ; and put them to their laſt 
ſhifts, Lewis XIV. was obliged to ſue for peace 
and it may well be thought, that moſt part of the 
officers looked on it as the greateſt misfortune that 
could happen to them: I was aſſuredly among that 


number. We went almoſt all of us to the Hague, 


and our two generals were appointed plenipotentiaries. 
The penſionary Heinſus was at their devotion ; our 
interelts were in good hands, and we ſupported 

them 
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them the beſt we could, both by our diſcourſe and 
in writings, which we gave the ſubſtance of to 
ſome authors. There was then one Dumont, at the 


Hague, whom I have paſſed many hours with, in 


communicating my thoughts and my reflections to 
him. Altho? we were convinced, that Lewis XIV. 
endeavoured only to live in quiet, and that he ſin- 
cerely deſired peace, upon a few tolerable conditions 
to be granted him, yet we ſucceeded in perſuading 
the contrary. We reported every where, that his 

licy and ambitious views were always the fame ; 
that he only endeavoured to divide the allies, that 
he might take up arms again, and cruſh them one 
after another; that we wiſhed for peace, as much 
as any body, but then it was a good one; which 
could not be, unleſs they put it out of the power of 
France, to break her engagements, as ſhe had ſo 
often done within threeſcore years. Some confe- 
rences were held; the marquis de Torci came to the 
Hague, and they delivered to him the demands of 
the allies in the form of preliminary articles ; but 
they were ſo high, that it was impoſſible to agree 
to them, as it would be almoſt putting the rope 
about his own neck. Our diſcourſe and our wri- 
tings had fo diſpoſed the people, that thoſe propo- 
ſitions were too moderate, and they were very angry 
with the court of Yer/ailles, for treating them as if 
they were extravagant. 

My ſtay at the Hague pleaſed me very well. I 
employed myſelf very much in reading, and I 
brought ſeveral of my friends into che ſame taſte, 
who left the choice of the books they bought to 
me ; beſides we made great entertainments. Thoſe 
who have ſeen me in that country cannot have 
forgor that my lodging was the general rendez- 
vous of all perſons of diſtinction, and that I went 
ſcarce ever abroad without a great retinue. It was 
the ſame in the camp: a free and caſy behaviour, and 

integrity, 


46 MEMOIRS 


integrity, may be a table always well ſerved, and a 
briſk and gay converſation, made me followed and 
courted ; and I can ſay, that there were few gay 
people, but what were friends of Bonneval. 

Winter was my love ſeaſon: I had never yet 
taſted of the Engliſh; and there was one at the 
Hague that pleaſed me greatly. She lived with 
her mother in a very retired manner; and they 
dwelt in a part of the town, that was but little fre- 
quented. I chanced to ſee her at the window; and 
Dominick, who was my man of truſt, managed my 
purſe, and gave me notice when it was empty, got 
information of her. He met with many difficulties, 
but they animated him; and he ſwore, that he 
would work himſelf ro death, but he would bring 
it to bear; which he did by many myſterious 
ways, and eſpecially by great preſents, I 
even attached myſelf to her; and the pleaſure of 
ſeeing her again; was afterwards one of the reaſons 
that determined me to come and paſs the winter at 
the Hague. She proved with child in 1711. 
Without much examining whether I was the father, 
I gave her wherewithal to bring up the child; it 
proved a boy, and reſembled me very much, but 
it did not live long. 

The propoſitions of peace having proved ineffec- 
tual, as we had defired, we only thought of puſhing 
our advantages. The Dutch erected large maga- 
Zines on the frontiers; and we flattered ourſclves, 
that we ſhould hardly ſee the French in the field; 
but we found Villars, who was appointed their 
general, perfectly well encamped, and ready to 
fruſtrate all our enterprizes. We went to reconnoi- 
tre, but durſt not attack him ; we were forced to 
ſhift it to inveſt Tournay. That fiege was ſhort ; 
Surville, who ſuſtained it, did not come up to the 
idea that he bad given of his capacity, at that of 
Liſie: he defended himſelf wretchedly, without ei- 
| ther 
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ther attention, vigilance or vigour, and let us do as 


we pleaſed. 
It had been but little, conſidering our ſituation, 


and the great things that were expected from us, to 
take only one place; but by the ſkill of Villars, 
Mons was the only one that we could attack, and it 
was difficult enough to do it. As ſoon as Surville 
had ſurrendered the citadel, which he defended as 
badly as he had done the town, prince Eugene de- 
tached me with eight or ten thouſand chuſen men, 
to ſeize the paſſages of the Frouille, Had I not 
been extremely diligent, I ſhould have been pre- 
vented ; for I was not got there three days, when 
the chevalier de Luxembourg appeared. His force 


was too weak to cope with mine, and he retired to 


the body of the army, which advanced with a de- 
ſign to fight us. Prince Eugene, who joined me 
twenty-four hours after, haftened to pals the defiles 
of Taniers, to keep Villars in the woods of Sart. 
He intrenched there. This ſituation very much in- 
commoded the ſiege of Mons, and it was reſolved 
to beat him out of it. There was occaſion for all 
the authority of prince Eugene, and the duke of 
Marlborough, to diſpoſe us to that daring enter- 
prize; but we were all of their opinion, and the 
deputies of the States Genera! yielded to ſo great a 
majority. 

The action was the ſharpeſt that was ever ſeen. 
The enemy had two or three intrenchments, At 
the hazard of facrificing all, we compaſſed driving 
their left from the wood; but they maintained them- 
{elves in the plain ſo well, that we.could not break 
them. As for their right, the Dutch attacked it to 


no purpoſe, looſing their beſt troops there, without 


gaining an inch of ground. Fillers, to ſtrengthen 
his left, had weakened his center; Cadogan and I 
gave notice of it to our two generals, I received 
orders to march thither with my regiment, ſup- 


ported 


48 MEMOIRS r 

ported by ſome others. The French guards loſt 
ground, I poſſeſſ:d the ground they left, and ſecu- 
red that part of the intrenchment. Our cavalry en- 
gaged, and the French horſe bad almoſt always the 


advantage; ſo that had it not been for the fire they 


met with from the intrenchment, ours would have 
been abſolutely defeated. Villars was wounded 
and Benſflers, who was come to join and aſſiſt him 
on this great occaſion, thought proper to retreat; 
which he did in as good order as poſſible, and we 
never thought of purſuing him. This victory colt 
us very dear; another ſuch would have made our 
army all new troops. We made rejoycings; but 1 
never ſaw more ſorrowfulneſs; we looked upon one 
another without hardly ſpeaking. Mons employed 
us until the end of October. 

The negociations for peace were renewed, and we 
began our intrigues afreſh to baffle them. Prince 
Eugene, who could not difpenſe with going to 
Vienna, charged me particularly with that buſineſs 3 
and I acquitted myſelf the beſt I could, I exerted 
myſclf more at the Hague, than J had done the 
year before; and there was not a member of the 
States with whom J had not particular conferences, 
What I ſaid to them, I repeated at the merchants, 
and at the bookſellers, where I went purpoſely : I 
even went to Amjterdam, and other cities in Hol- 
leona, to make the ſame impreſſions there. We 
ſucceeded ſo well, that every where nothing was 


talked of but the knavery and ambition of France, 


and the juſtice of making her reſtore, at her own 
expence, the monarchy that, contrary to all engage- 
ments, ſhe had uſurped. Mariborough and his 
friends did the ſame in Eugland: lo that all the 
offers of Lewis XIV which were reduced almoſt to the 
treaty of the Pyrenees, and who offered to contribute 
his contingent in money to dethrone his grandſon, 
were, rejected as inſufficient, 

Count 
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Count Sinzendorff, the emperor's miniſter, the 
miniſter of Savoy, and lord Townſhend, the Engliſh 
ambaſſador, were thoſe whom I ſtuck to moſt. 
We obtained that the marſhal D*Uxelles ,and the 
abbẽ de Polignac, ſhould appear no more at the 
Hague; and that they ſhould be ſent as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible ro Gertruydenberg, where we had them con- 
fined. At their departure, they publiſhed a ſort of 
manifeſto; and the penſionary deſired me to take 
notes of it; which ſerved for the grounds of the an- 
ſwer in form, that the States gave to it. 

So much zeal ſet me entirely in favour with the 
emperor Foſeph, who naturally hated the French; 
and he ordered me a conſiderable gratification, 
without my aſking for it. It came very à propos, 
as I had ſpent largely at the army, and did the ſame 
at the Hague; and Dominick had told me, that I 
had but one hundred piſtoles left, of which I had 
ordered him to carry fifty to my Engliþ woman. 

We had already taken Douay when the confe- 
rences at Geriruydenberg broke entirely off. Alber- 


gotti gave us a good deal of employment, and de- 


fended himſelf like a brave man for two months. 
As we had penetrated the French lines, at the be- 
ginning of the campaign, we found ourſelves at li- 
berty to take part of Artois, which would ſe- 
cure Liſle and Tournay, and ſerve for a barrier. 
We marched to Bethune, Vauban, who was go- 


vernor of it, did all he could to that little place to 
defend it. From Bethune, we went to Aix. As 
Tie Jay, captain of the guards, had bought that go- 
vernment, and was not acquainted with what con- 


cerns the defence of a place; they had made Gue- 
briant commander there. He was a brave 
man, and ſon-in-law to Deſmare!z, comptroller ge- 
neral of the finances, He wanted for nothing to 
make a good and long defence ; and he did it fo as 


to employ us until the month of November. The 
ſeafon 
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ſeaſon was very untoward, our men were up to their 


knees in water and mud. A hundred times a day 


they curſed the city, and thoſe that would take it, 


and thoſe for whom it was taken. That was the 


only time, that I had any trouble to keep my regi- 
ment within bounds; and I was obliged to uſe 
fome ſeverity to make them do their duty with 


common reſolution. 
I I paſſed that winter at the Hague, ever at ex- 


pences, in intrigues, and always attached to my 
Engliſh woman, whoſe beauty and merit encreaſed 
every year, for the was not fourteen when I came 
acquainted with her. I loved her ſo, that I do not 
believe that 1 failed in my fidelity to her above five 
or fix times, which I was even forced to by , 
who brought me to an abbeſs that had the prettieſt 
nuns in the country. Prince Eugene went there 
ſometimes. 

France left the Dutch quiet, with regard to peace, 
but the changes that happened in England filled us 
with alarms. All the nation were divided on ac- 
count of a hot-headed preacher *. The miniſtry, 
who had taken notice of it, would have puniſhed 
him; and the contrary party undertook to defend 
him. The points in diſpute was concerning the 


royal authority; and what the Engliſh call paſſive 


obedience. The preacher's accuſers did not feem to 
the queen, to think favourably cnough of thoſe arti- 
cles; therefore ſhe liked better the doctrines of thoſe 
who defended them. They made a cunning uſe of 
the diſpoſitions of that princeſs. Sunderland, Marl- 
boroughs ſon- in- law, was turned out of favour; as 
was Godolphin, his wife's friend, ſoon after, and the 
court of England changed its face; and it was 
ſoon perecived, that it had changed its ſentiments. 
The death of the emperor 7o/eph gave them an op- 
portunity to thew themſclves. Marlborough was 

| | continued 
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continued in the command of the army, but with a 
title inferior to what he had before; and with other 
reſtrictions, that ſhewed his diſgrace near at hand, 
unleſs he had the ſuppleneſs to devote himſelf to the 
new miniſters, Who had ſupplanted his friends and 
his family. Theſe changes diſeouraged the good 
party in Holland; we endeavoured to re- animate 
them, and ſucceeded beyond our hopes, in making 
them almoſt forget their true intereſts. All the 
empire and thoſe that intereſted themſelves to have 
the imperial crown fall to the archduke, judged it 
neceſſary for prince Eugene to command on the 
Rhine, Attached as he knew I was to him, he 
aſked for me, and I followed him. France ſeemed 
to have great views on that fide z tho* perhaps ſhe 
only wanted to procure ſome reſpite in Flanders. 
We did nothing on the Rhine, I do not know even 
whether the armies ſaw one another ; for I was al- 
ways buſied in eſtabliſhing certain princes of the 
empire in the alliance, whom the proceedings of 
queen Arne's new miniſters rendered very wavering. 
As ſoon as the new emperor was crowned, prinee 
Eugene, after preſenting me as one of the moſt 
_ zealous and faithful ſervants of his imperial majeſty, 
made me ſoon ſet out for the Hague. I found all 
our friends there diſmayed at the empty propoſitions 
of France, that the queen judged ſufficient ro open 
the conterences upon at Utrecht, the year following. 
I fpirited them up again a little, by the aſſurance 
that I gave them, that prince Eugene would ſpee- 
dily follow me, with ſufficient arguments to retain 
England, and to make her return to the right way. 
He arrived indeed, and went to London ; where he 
had the vexation to find his friend ſtripped of all his 
employments: he negociated there two months 
ine ffectually. | 
We ſupported them the beſt we could poſlibly, 


by 1 know not how many pamphlets ; the ſcope of 
| E 2 Which 


—— * - _ " 
4 r „„ EE Om” 


ONT TC OE ꝛ˙ꝛ¹;·; ˙! 


62 MEMOIRS off 


which was to irritate the nation and fill them with 
ſuſpicions of their miniſters. Our great grief was, 
that they would not ſave France, but to eſtabliſh 
the pretender. However, being as artful as we, 
they derided our pamphlets, and got the body of the 
nation over to their ſide, by ſhewing them, that 
they had been duped in their generoſity ; and that 
they had contributed much more than the allies, 
who alone had profited by their great attempts. 
But what was unuſeful in England, was not ſo in 
Holland; they determined to continue the war, and 
to baffle all deſigns of peace. 

In theſe diſpoſitions they begun the campaign. 
The duke of Ormond, the new Engliſh general, 
ſeemed very hearty in the cauſe. But it only laſted 
until there was occaſion to act againſt the French. 
Then he declared, that he had orders not to concur 
offenſively either in ſiege or battle. It is impoſ- 
ſible for me to expreſs how it incited the indigna- 
tion of the whole army, and what commotions it 
made there. It was eaſy to perceive, that this de- 


claration would be followed by a ſuſpenſion of 


arms. 

The firſt agitation being a little pacified, the 
deputies of the States General, and prince Eugene 
charged me to engage the general officers of the 
foreign troops, that were in Engliſh pay, to ſtick 
by us, in caſe we were abandoned by the Engliſh. 
How much ſoever they were irritated, a thouſand 


- reaſons withheld them; they had large arrears due, 


and were afraid of loſing them: who would take it 
upon them to pay them, and maintain them the reſt 
of the campaign? moreover the thing did not de- 
pend upon them; they muſt ſend couriers to their 
- maſters. They only promiſed me, that if the ſepa- 
ration of the En2/iſp happened before they had re- 
ccived their orders, they would remain with us. 


During 
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During theſe negociations, we took Qze/noy, As 
we were upon the point of marching to Landrecy, 
for to open ourſelves a free paſſage inco Champagne, 
the duke of Ormond quitted us, and an armiſtice 
was publiſhed for two months between France and 
England, He only carried away the Exgliſb, who 
were but ten or twelve thouſand men, and ſome 
regiments of the duke of Holſtein ;, all the others re- 
mained under the command of 2 Eugene. As 
for the duke of Ormend, he feigned to retire to- 
wards to Dunkirk ; and by a well contrived counter- 
march poſſcfſed himſelf of Ghent and Bruges. 

They piqued themſelves, on letting the Exgliſb 
ſee, that they could do without them, and ſtuck to 
Landrecy : but they had not precaution enough 
againſt the deſigns of Villars; for on a ſudden, 
he fell upon the poſts of Denain, Hamon, St. 
Amand and Marchiennes, where our magazines lay, 
took them, and made uſe of what he found there, 
to take Doway, Queſnaoy, and Bouchain, Our over- 
throw and theſe conqueſts, ſo diſconcerted our de- 
ſigns, that it was impoſſible to keep the Dutch any 
longer. However, they did not yield until the laſt 
extremity, and when they ſaw chemſelves aban- 
doned by Savey and Portugal, who had already 
ſettled their accommodation, | 

After this curſed campaign, we all went to the 
Hague; we cried out, we inveighed : they acknow- 
kdged we had reaſon ; but told us at the ſame time 
that they were obliged to yield to the violence of 
the Engliſh miniſtry, to ſave themſelves from de- 
ſtruction. 1 went to Utrecht, and lodged at Sin- 
zendorf*s : we ſpent days and nights in contriving of 
projects, and writing pamphlets. The embaſſadors 
of Hoiland and France had a pretty briſk conteſt, 
we omitted nothing, that could increaſe it, and 
animate the Hollanders to refuſe the ſatisfaction 
which was ſo haughtily demanded of them on the. 
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part of France. At laſt that peace was concluded 
between all the powers, except the emperor, who 
could not bring himſelf to make it, at the diſcretion 
of England. : | 
The emperor and empire were not in a condi- 
tion to carry on the war; ſo it terminated at the 
end of the campaign. We loſt Landau and Fri- 
Bourg; Villars acted like a man of parts in the 
ſiege of the laſt place. The two generals treated of 
peace at Radſtadt, and ſoon ſettled the articles: 
there is nothing like ſwords- men for negociating 
roundly. After twelve years of war, and as many 
of victories, the frontiers of the two nations re- 
mained much in the ſame ſtate, as they were at the 
peace of Ry/wick, It even ſeemed, as if they were 


ſincerely reconciled ; inſomuch, that there was a ſe- 


cret article, whereby the emperor engaged to ſup- 
port the diſpoſitions that Leis XIV. made, for to 
eſtabliſh ſuch a form of government, after his 
death, as he judged moſt ſuitable for the tranquillity 
of his people, and for the ſecurity of the young 
Dauphin. | ES 
However indifferent I was about money, yet I 
was obliged to think of ſomewhat to live upon. 
My regiment being broke would have reduced me 
to beggary. I ſaved it with infinite pains. Prince 
Eugene uſed all his intereſt for me; yet he would 
have failed, if I had not found means to. get the 


wives of thoſe, who had the management of the 


reform, over to my fide. The hiſtory of it would 
be curious; but I have too much obligation to 
them, to ſay any thing to their diſadvantage ; for 
ue all, it would not be impoſſible to gueſs at 

them. 
Being ſure on that ſide, I took to my old habits; 
good living, entertainments, reading and gallantry, 
employed me. I had. bought a great number of 
books in Holland, and had a tolerable library. 
| My 
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My particular taſte was for the ancients, eſpecially 
for Ce/ar. I did not only read, but alſo wrote: 
I had reduced into a ſort of maxims and principles 
the reflections that J had make on the different ope- 
rations'of war, which I had met with. I remem- 
ber that I wrote with pleaſure, and with care. I 
do not know, what is become of thoſe papers; 
very likely they are fallen into the ſame hands,. as 
the reſt of my effects. For gallantries I had 
nothing of note, ſo I ſhall not mention them. 
However, there was a lady of high diſtinction, that 
fell in my nets ; but I did not hold her long. She 
was handſome, but fooliſh to the higheſt degree : 
ſo far, that beſides ſcrupling the main buſineſs, ſhe 
would not abſolutely even permit the {ſmalleſt 
favours. "03-1 

The war with the Turks brought me out of that 
languiſhing way of life, which was ſo entirely op- 
poſite to my genius. In quality of lieutenant- gene- 
ral, IJ had a large falary, but it was almoſt all in 
arrear. To get me an equipage, I agreed with an 
honeſt gentleman, a commiſſary, whoſe chief had 
likely the greateſt part of the profit, and he paid 
me ſixty thouſand florins, on giving a receipt for 
one hundred and thirty-two thouſand, five hundred, 
and eighty-three, What could I do ?——l was 
one of the chief officers of the army; and I ſhould 
have gone mad, if J had not made as good a figure 
now, as I had done at other times. Our cam- 
paigns were ſucceſsful ; we undertook ſeveral im- 
portant ſieges, and won two great battles. Prince 
Eugene, who had beaten the Turks, after the peace 
of Ry/wick, gained ſuch an aſcendant over them, 
that they could not ſtand before him, except behind 
their walls of Temeſwaer; where they defended 
themſelves with the greateſt obſtinaey. As for 
battles, they hardly made the leaſt reſiſtance z, they 
were overthrown, and flying almoſt before we 
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had joined. The booty was immenſe ; and the 
tent of the Aga of the Faniſſaries, which I had 
for my ſhare, abounded with riches. What was 
moſt uſeful to me, and on which I did not reckon 
at that time, was ſome Turkiſh officers, whom I 
took, and uſed them well, as was my cuſtom; 
they remembered it, and have been a great help 
to me, 

In the laſt battle, when we ſurprized the Turks 
-at four o'clock in the morning, the moſt part of 
them being aſleep, I met with a very ſingular ren- 
counter, I wheeled round a little wood to take 
them in flank : I drove ſeveral troops, but found 
one more in order than the reſt; the chief of 
which told me in German, that this ſurreptitious 
victory could do us no honour ; that if I had a 
mind, he would ſhew me, that the Turks knew 
how to fight. One of my ſoldiers had him 
already in his eye: I ſtopped him; and the Turk 


and I detached "ourſelves from the corps that we 


commended. He was young and ſeemed very 
robuſt, I preſently rid myſelf of him; he had 
only courage, and hardly knew how to weild a 
ſword. One- of my men cut off his head, and ſet 
it on the top of a pike. His troop fled ; all the 
reſt did the ſame ;z and I rejoined prince Eugene: 
who, on his fide, had cut the left of the Turks in 
pieces. 

As I can ſay without flattery, and without the 
fear of being made a liar by any one, that I contri- 
buted to the ſucceſs of theſe campaigns z I thought 


that I had a right to pretend to the government of 


one of thoſe two places, which we had taken, My 
friends made me think ſo; Dominick eſpecially, as 
my great expences troubled him, talked to me 
very ſeriouſly ; repreſenting to me, that a govern- 


ment on thoſe frontiers would be a Peru: we can 


lay them, ſays he, under contribution, even to the 
gates 
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gates of Conſtantinople. In the mean time prince Eu- 
gene had appointed perſons, whom he could diſplace 
at his pleaſure. I poke to him: he anſwered, that 
for ſome reaſons, which he could not reveal to me, 
he would adviſe me to apply myſelf directly to the 
emperor, The campaign was ended, or at leaſt 
there was nothing more to do, ſo I took poſt and 
went to Vienna. Two of the miniſters had thought 
of theſe governments as well as Dominick ; and had 
deſtined them in petto for their relations. My 
demand was «well enough received, but they told 
me, that they ſhould determine nothing until prince 
Eugene's return. I did not conceal what had 
brought me thither; and when I had done, the 
emperor would hear it from theſe two miniſters. 
They had time to form their intrigues : the council, 
faid they, repreſented that I was a ſtranger; that 
thoſe were very important places, and ought not 
to be truſted but to perſons whole fidelity could not 
be ſuſpected, let what would happen; that I had 
ſerved well; but that alſo I was well recompenſed ; 
that it was my own fault, if I was not rich; and 
that, conſidering my character, I ſhould never 
ſtain it, whatever poſt they gave me. I knew 
prince Eugene had given me his vote ; but that he 
had backed my demand very feebly. 

Jam not able to expreſs how much this refuſal 
chagrined me; tho? the emperor ſoftened it by the 
moſt obliging words in the world. To diſſipate 
this melancholy, I gave myſelf up more than ever 
to intriguing ; and muſt have difficult conqueſts. 
caſt my eyes on the wife of an embaſſador ; for I 
would not for any thing expoſe the honour of a 
young lady of quality. This embaſſadreſs was 
not handſome, but of a proper ſhape, and a majeſ- 
tic port; ſhe did not ſeem to be above thirty. For 
ſome years that ſhe had been at Vienna, nobody 


was in her fayour, The embaſſador was an orderly 


man, 
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man, his houſe was well regulated ; there was a 
good reception there, but he had eſtabliſhed only a 
reſerve of two or three friends to ſup with him, all 
the reſt retiring about nine o'clock at night. I had 
been there ſeveral times, as every where elſe, without 
being particular. I multiplied my viſits by degrees, 
they became frequent, under pretence that the 
aſſembly was leſs diſorderly, than at other places; 


and they played rather for amuſement, than for 


winning. | 
F am naturally gay, and my converfation had 


been very jocund: I became thoughtful, and every 
day ſpoke leſs. They rallied me upon it, the em- 
baſſadreſs eſpecially ; I laid the cauſe upon my fa- 
mily affairs, I had at that time a great law-ſuic 
with my brother. Finding me alone one day, ſhe 
faid to me, your diſintereſtedneſs is too well known, 


to induce me to believe, that can be the occaſion of 


your melancholy ; I abſolutely will have you tell me 


what it is. I anſwered, that I would keep nothing 


ſecret from her, provided ſhe would promiſe to 
conceal what I ſhould truſt her with. Somebody 
coming in interrupted us. She was curious to know 
my ſecret, fo I did not keep it long. I explained 
myſelf in the moſt tender and reſpectful manner; I 
even ſeemed to ſurpaſs myſelf, and never perſona- 
ted a paſſionate and ſubmiſſive lover ſo well. My 
declaration did not ſtartle her, but ſhe received it 
with great ſeriouſneſs. She told me, that ſhe 
would keep her word, and not [diſcover me; but 
deſired I would mention it no more. This dry 
anſwer did not make me at ail deſpair. I only took 


care to obey the orders ſhe had intimated to me: 
I became more aſſiduous than ever, and reſumed 


my gaiety. I explained from whence my change 
proceeded, and faid before the embaſſadreſs, that 
fince I had laid my buſineſs before an able lawyer, 


I was in hopes of ſucceſs. - My perſeverance touched 
I her, 
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her, perhaps ſhe had only a mind to try me. Going 
out one evening, ſhe ſqueezed me by the hand, and 
ſaid, to-morrow at half an hour aſter four. Her hufband 
was then to have a conference with the prime mini- 
ſter; and under pretence of an indiſpoſirion, © ſhe 
gave out in the morning, that there would be no 
aſſembly. I found her upon her bed in a very 
proper undreſs ; and ſhe had not at all the look of 
a ſick woman. Two of her women were win 
her; one of whom ſhe fent away, that was not her 
confident. Speaking then with an open heart, ſhe 
ſaid, making me draw nearer, I believe you love 
me; two months trial to a man of your character, 
would have been inſupportable, without a true 
love; for indeed what merit can you have in de- 
ceiving me; my huſband has not uſed yo as the 
gentleman at Coſma did. A thouſand proteſtariofſs 
on my fide confirmed her in her ſentiments. She 
was not falſe; I loved her truly; and in aſſuring 
her, that I ſhould always love her, I believe F ſpoke 
the truth. The confident retired into the anti- 
chamber, and left us together all the time that we 
wanted to prove that we loved one another. We 
muſt meet again, faid ſhe, before the ſent me 
away. The opportunity that I muſt take, may 
perhaps not happen theſe ſix months. Do not ex- 
pect any letters on my part, and I forbid you wri- 
ting to me; conſult with that girl; I ſhall lend a 
hand to whatſoever ſhall be any ways feaſible ; but 
conſider well, that my huſband follows the old 
faſhion, and that he beds with me every night, 
That chambermaid and I conſulted together; 
and this is what we agreed on. Mr. —, the 
embaſſador, always ſlept ſo found, that thunder 
could not wake him. If he chanced to wake, it 
was only for a moment; he only felt if he had any 
body by his ſide. It was contrived, that I 


ſhould conceal myſelf in that maid's chamber, and 
| chat 
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that ſhe ſhould take her miſtreſs's place, while ſhe 
came to me. This ſtratagem, odd as it was, ſuc- 
ceeded perfectly well, until an accident put an end 
to our amours, 
This chain broken, I was not long in forging 
me another, but I had like to have periſhed in it, 
and it was by a ſort of a prodigy that I eſcaped. 
The counteſs of ———, made a great noiſe at 
Vienna: every body, except her huſband, believed 
that ſhe had never refuſed any man a certain fa- 
vour 3 but added that many had diſappeared, 
Theſe reports were certainly not very attracting: it 
was no matter, I had a mind to try the adventure. 
I had viſited her ſeveral times, but only as a perſon 
whom one viſits out of ceremony. I became 
more aſſiduous at her houſe, with a more open be- 
haviour. The acquaintance was made in Jeſs than 
a month. She gueſſed at me, and made me un- 
derſtand it, by ſaying, I have waited for you a lorg 
time: I reckon all my other conqueſts as nothing. 
I anſwered her in the fame language. Her houſe 
was very diſorderly ; one might go in or out with- 
out any body taking notice of it: ſo that there was 
no difficulty in finding opportunities for a private 
converſation. Her allurements were not new, but 
ſhe knew how to ſupply them, with all that laſci- 


viouſueſs had ever taught the moſt famous courte- 


fans. In a word, ſhe was a 4 Olonne, and her huſ- 
band had the ſame character as that famous marquis. 


The counteſs, of whom I ſpeak, was almoſt as cruel 


as ſhe was laſcivious. She had deſtroyed many of 
her gallants. One evening as I was entering in my 
uſual manner, a waiting-woman ſaid to me, when 
you go from my lady's houſe, I have ſomewhat to 
tell you; you will find me in the little hall below. 
I went there. She ſaid ro me, Sir, take care of 
yourſelf; at the next turning going from hence, you 
will be attacked by three men maſked ; another 

| | time 
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time I will tell you more; for I ſhould be undone 
if it was known that I had ſpoke to you. 

It was my cuſtom, in theſe nocturnal viſits, al- 
ways to carry two pocket piſtols, and a good and 
ſtrong ſword, which I put under my arm, and kept 
my piſtols ready. Theſe three aſſaſſins were raſcals 
without hearts. They attacked me; a piſtol that 
I fired, wounded one and brought him down, and 
made the others fly. The waiting-woman came to 
me, and told me all her miſtreſs's life. I de- 
manded a particular audience of the emperor, and 
informed him of it. With the conſent of her huſ- 
band, this ſhrew was ſeized eight or ten days after- 
wards, and ſhut up in a caſtle ſituated in the 
mountains of Tire!, This adventure entirely cured 
me of hazardous paſſions, and I was determined to 
engage in none, but eaſy amours, for the future. 

According to the promiſe, that the emperor had 
made, to give me ſome employment of diſtinction, 
in the room of the two governments in Hungary, 
I was ſent into 1:aly, on account of the enterprizes 
of cardinal Alberoni. I did very great ſervice 
there, and ſuch as none other beſides myſelf could 
do. We failed almoſt entirely in the enterprizes 
that we were charged to undertake ; firſt in Sar- 
dinia, and afterwards in Sicily, I ſent count de la 
Tour, the lieutenant colonel of my regiment into 
France, The duke of Orleans, then regent, re- 
ceived him in the moſt obliging manner, com- 


manded three months ſubſidy to be advanced him, 


gave orders to the arſenals of Provence, to furniſh 
me with all the ammunition and artillery that I 
ſhould require ; and wrote me word, that it was on 
my account he had done this, not being obliged to 
it by treaties. | 
believe that I ſaid before, or at leaſt I ought 
to have told it, that I had formerly the honour to 


belong to the court of that prince, when he was a 
; | child, 
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child, and that we were nearly of the ſame age. 


He had always preſerved a friendſhip for me; as 
ſoon as he was in power he gave me ſolid proofs of 
it. He had diſanulled the ſentence pronounced 
againſt me by outlawry, when I quitted the king- 
dom, and went over to the emperor, I ſhould 
even have recovered my eſtate ; and he had the 
goodneſs to declare for me, againſt my brother, 
who would not quit poſſeſſion. My wite was at 


the royal palace, reſpected by the ducheſs of 


Orleans, as if ſhe had been. her own ſiſter. 

This war did not laſt long; Sicily, from whence 
they had driven out the duke of Savoy, remained 
to the emperor. The whole world has known the 
ſhare that I had in thoſe expeditions, and have been 
witneſs that others hive been recompenſed for it. 
I returned from thence to Vienna, with the title 


that they had given me of general of foot; tho? 


a good government had been of more value. 
After all, this title was honourable ; and in caſe 


of a war would have ſet me in a fair way. But 


this title being incompatible with that of colonel, I 
parted with the laſt in favour of count de la Tour; 
but my regiment always belonged me, and continued 
to go by my name. My union with prince Eugene 
continued on the ſame footing. His great ſucceſs 
againft the Turks, and the ſpeedy and glorious 
peace that was the effect of it, had ſet him above 
every thing: he was preſident of the council of 
war, and had the greateſt ſhare in all buſineſs. 
The acknowledgement of his favours, the infinite 
eſteem that I had for his great talents, which I was 
better acquainted with than any body elſe, attached 
me invariably to him; and by a certain delicacy 
of ſentiments, that perhaps cannot be comprehended, 
his glory was dearer to me, than his perſon and his 
friendſhip. From thence our quarrels aroſe, of 
which the conſequences have been ſo fatal to me, 
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and have reduced me to what I am; not thro? any 
fault of him, or by his joining my enemies; for I 
ought to do him the juſtice to own, that he did al 
that was in his power to ſave me. 

This prince, who for certain reaſons, that I cannot 
relate, would never marry, but always was fond of 
the lex, tho? with moderation and without extrava- 
gancies. During the war of Hungary, he was at- 
cached to one perſon, who was the widow of a cap- 
tain of horſe, A proper ſize was. the only charm 
the had; ſhe was not very young, and rather ugly 
chan handſome 3 but ſhe had a great deal of wit, eſ- 
pecially of that ſort which conſiſts in knowing the 
foibles of people, and in taking the advantage of 
it, to lead them without their perceiving of it. He 
kept her in a caſtle that was about a Jeague and a 
half from Vienna. It was there he ſpent almoſt all 
the time which buſineſs would permit, and I was 
often on thoſe parties of pleaſure. 

It was perceived by degrees, that this woman 
was miſtreſs of his heart, chat ſhe governed him, 
and that ſhe managed moſt of his affairs. He did 
many things that were very much blamed, and that 
brought little honour to his miſtreſs. I was ſenſibly 
rouched at it, and ſuffering myſelf to be carried 
away by my zeal and fincerity, I talked ſmartly to 
prince Eugene. I told him that nobody thought all 
of his having a miſtreſs, that they heaped her with 
kindneſſes; but that his friends could nor approve, 
that the fortune of a great many honeft gentlemen 
ſhould depend on the recommendation of that 
woman; that until that time his reputation and 
glory had been irreproachable, but. they began to 
ſuffer. I had experienced, that love is ſtronger, 
without compariſon, than friendſhip, how fohd 
ſoever it might be. The prince anſwered me in a 
very dry way, which was pretty natural to him, 
that he never meddled with my amours; and ad- 

ded, 
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is ded, ſoftning himſelf a little, that he deſired me to 
do the ſame with regard to his. He was right in 
Þ the main, and I own, that I was not wiſe enough 
* to perceive it: I took pet at it as improperly as 
0 could be. Vanity and pride ſet me to work; I 
5 bantered his miſtreſs, I made jokes on her, and 
8 even ſome ſongs, that I ſung before him. In a 
. word we left off ſeeing one another, tho? not with - 

5 out loving each other, at leaſt on my ſide. | 
at As I always continued in the ſame tone, to get 1 
rid of me, he ſent me with my regiment into ⁵ü 
Flanders, as general of the foot, that were then in | 
the Low Countries. The commiffion was honourable 
in itſelf, and would have pleaſed me, had it not 
had an air baniſhment, and I had been ignorant of 
14 the motive, through which it was given me. I 
5 | had ſerved in that country, I knew all the nobility, 
and was aſſured, that the people would receive me 
with pleaſure. The manner in which I was 
44 informed of the choice that was made of me, 
„ did not permit me to reply. They told me, 
* that the ſervice of his Imperial majeſty, abſolutely 
4 required me to tranſport myſelf inſtantly into the 
. Low. Countries, to take the command there as 
Fin general of all his foot, However, that order was 
accompanied with the payment of all my arrears. 
As I expected to be long abſent, I fold all my MR 
moveables, even my library, as I knew I could buy 
another in Holland, I only carried my plate with 

me, which was the handſomeit, and moſt compleat, 
that was at Vienna. 

Prince Eugene was governor general of the 
Lot. Countries. Prit, whom I knew, when he was 
agent in Italy, and lately had been made a marquis, 
was ſub-governor. It was one of thoſe places, that the 
prince's miſtreſs had given him, and which would have 
been very proper for gentlemen of a different rank * 
from this new marquis. I ſet out, fully reſolved Ml 
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to give him all the vexation that I could, to be re- 
venged of his patron and patroneſs: and I do not 
doubt, but he had the ſame diſpoſitions, with re- 
gard to me. 

On my arrival at Bruſſels, I ſettled myſelf at the 
hotel 4 Epinoy. I affected to live there with greater 
ſplendour, than I had done any where elſe. I had 
no trouble to outdo the ſub-governor, who through 
his avarice, which was extreme, expended as little 
as he could poſſibly. As ſoon as I was a little ſettled, 

I kept open table every day, and had a ſet concert 
twice a week. Altho' I had no wife, the ladies 
viſited me. Price was almoſt abandoned, they 
only went to his houſe, out of policy and deco- 
rum ; friendſhip and pleaſure drew almoſt every 
body to mine. The citizens followed the example 
of the nobility, and were entirely devoted to me; 
partly through equity, alſo partly through malig- 
nity. I hearkened to their complaints, and ſup- 
ported them by my friends at Vienna. The ſub- 
governor vexed them a thouſand different ways. They 
were overloaded with taxes, and even their money 
was altered. They were yet much worſe uſed in 
the countries; they pillaged them with impunity, 
and they charged them with Corvees *, which they 
forced them to buy off with money, Prie*'s houſe 
was maintained with the preſents only that they 
brought him from every part; he had them to ſell 
again, and he actually retailed them. The great 
credit of thoſe who ſupported him, and partook of 
the ſpoils of the poor Flemings, wiped off all his 
accuſations, which they regarded as the performance 
of a cabal, of which they ſuſpected me to be the 
chief. Prince Eugene's miſtreſs told it ſo to all 
thoſe that would hear her. 

Prie and I lived pretty well together in appear- 
ance ; I viſited him, and he viſited me, even oftner 

F than 
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than we were obliged to do. His wife was as am- 
bitious, as covetous : ſhe was beſide herſelf to ſee 
her houſe deſerted, in compariſon of mine: the 
complained of it, ſhe reproached thoſe that ſeemed 
molt attached to me, and they rallied her, eſpecially 
the ladies. I had intelligence of all, tho? I dif- 
ſembled it. Sometimes out of pity, I carried her 
my company, and as foon as I went away, almoſt 
all thoſe that were at her houſe followed me. 
fe Being more within the reach of Paris, than I 
was at Vienna, I buſied myfelf very much with 
my law-ſuit, My brother, of a character quite 
different from me, added quert upon guerk, to 
keep me out of my eftate, of which the late king 
| Lewis XIV. or rather Chamillard, had given him 
8B the forfeiture. I even drew up the moſt part of my 
wi | pleas, and gained ſeveral branches of my ſuit, 
wo | which ſhould have been ended in eight days, if 
they had done me juſtice. I was abfent, and thro” 
that I was injured 3 my brother had children, I had 
„ none; they looked upon me as a ſtranger, and 
4 even as an enemy. The court ecchoed with the 
18 recital of what IJ had done to hinder the peace: 
The duke of Orleans ſtood by me as long as he 
lived, but he had not power to ſtop the courſe of 
theſe proceedings, That prince thought of making 
me return to France. He knew that 1 was fallen 
18 out with prince Eugene; and he foreſaw, that 1 
8 ſhould infallibly do it with Pri“; he was acquain 
with the /:alians, and knew what they were capable 
of. A fortnight Before his death, he wrote to me 
with his own hand in theſe terms, which I have, 
never forgotten. | | 


0 HAT do you do in Flanders, my dear 

Bonneval. Tou are hot and lively; 
thoſe whom you have to deal with, are crafty and 
diſſembling; they will play you ſome ſcurvy * 
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1 would ſee you here again. I ſhall think on it 
effectually. Send me your views, and what 1 
can do to indemnify you, for what you ſhall 
quit. ü | 


I thanked him for his goodneſs, and fignified to 
him, that once changing my party was ſufficient : 


I aſſured him, that I had nothing to fear, and that 


I could defend myſelf on all occaſions. In effect, 
what could they do for me? I eſteemed my rank, 
as general of foot, as equal to the ſtaff of a marſhal 
of France, which they would certainly not have 
given me. Beſides, in embracing the part of the 
emperor, I had refolved to live and die in it. 

All theſe employments made me forget gallantry. 
I ſhould not have wanted for what little I had a 
mind to borrow. The citizens loved me to that 
degree, that I believe they would have lent me 
their wives, and given me their daughters volunta- 
rily. On my arrival at Bruſſels, Pries daughter, 
whom he had married to count a Apremont, caſt 
languiſhing looks at me. I am inclined to ſuſpect, 
that the father and mother were not ſorry at my at- 
tachment to her. The marchioneſs aſked me 
twice or thrice, what I thought of her daughter? 
and ſhe affected leaving me alone with her: I ne- 
glected thoſe advances, and feigned not to perceive 
them. My Engliſh woman, whom I had left at 
the Hague, held place of all with me. I had al- 
ways taken care of her, and gave her one hundred 
piſtoles every year; this, with another hundred that 
her mother received from England, ſufficed to 
maintain them. The mother died at the beginning 
of the year 1724, and the daughter gave me 
notice of it by the following letter: ſhe has the 
copy yet, which gave me an opportunity to tran- 
ſcribe it. 


F 2 1 


- ok * is; 
2 e. r - 
— EDI ” a » Iu Ts cu : F = 
- D x 6 ati "Os, no HG es — 


trading, for which I had given her a taſte; and if 


68 MEMOIRS ff 


I Have juſt loſt my mother: if I did not rely 

on you, I ſhould ſay that I had loſt all, As 
long as ſhe lived, my heart was divided between 
her and you; now it is wholly yours. 1 have not 
made known my ſentiments to you, | becauſe I 


-could not follow them ; at preſent, as I am my own 
miſtreſs, I am going to unfold them to you; and 
think that you will own, there was never any like 
them. I love you as much as I am able to expreſs, 


tho? almoſt without any return. My love is ten- 
der and lively, yet ſubmiſſive ; and jealouſy 
has never troubled me. I do not ſeek to reign in 
your heart, I am content with being not entirely ba- 


niſhed out of it; I find myſelf diſpoſed even to 


love ſincerely all thoſe that you love. Should a 
king offer to place me on his throne, I would refuſe 
him to be with you, under whatever title you 


would have me there: it is for you to order what 
you would have me be. I know you have been 


ſome years at Bruſſels; I am in your neighbourhood ; 


but I would do nothing but what you have a mind 


to: however, act in ſuch a manner, as I may be- 
lieve that I am not entirely indifferent to you. 


This letter enlivened all my tenderneſs. I ſent 
for her. None of my people, but my valet de 
chambre, knew her. We lodged her at a widow's 
houſe, who had two daughters, that did not ſee 
company. Our firſt interview was very moving; 
ſhe thought ſhe ſhould have died with joy. I 
never met with the leaſt reproach from her, and 


| her whole conduct proved to me, that ſhe had 


wrote me her true ſentiments. She we then twen- 
ty-eight years of age, and it was ten ſince I had 
ſeen her. Years had encreaſed her charms, her 
wit was at its perfection, ſhe had cultivated it by 
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T had followed her advice, I ſhould not have been 
where I am. Vet; 

In the diſpoſition that Prie and I was in, it was 
impoſſible that there ſhould not be ſome diſpute, 
His wife and daughter, and all thoſe that had ſhare 
in the pillage, ſpurred him on inceſſantly, We 
had ſeveral conteſts on account of my concerns, and 
thoſe of my regiment, He played me many querks 
in the payment of my ſalary, and coſt me ſome 
letters to Vienna; but I had the upper hand of 
him in all theſe little ſcuffles. In the month of 
Auguſt, 1724, we quarrelled in a moſt violent man- 
ner: and it being the principal paſſage of my life, 
I ſhall lay it open with the more care in theſe me- 
moirs. I have all the writings that I then drew up 


for my juſtification : many of them appeared at that 


time, and many alſo remained ſecret. I hope that 
the reuniting of them together, will give ſuch a 
clear idea of the uprightneſs of my proceeding, that 
it will induce all men of honour to be of my fide ; 
and that ſhame will remain with thoſe to whom it 
ought to belong. | 

Philip V. whoſe eſtabliſhment on the throne of 
Spain, had coſt Europe ſo much blood, thought 
proper to quit it, and to place his eldeſt ſon therein. 
This young prince had married mademoiſelle dz 
Valois, one of the daughters of the late duke of 
Orleans. Young and briſk as ſhe was, ſhe had 
much ado to conform herſelf to the ceremonial of 
Spain, One evening, in the month of Jah, ſhe 
went to walk in the gardens, in an undreſs, along 
with two of her women. I have even ſome idea of 
its being . ſaid, that ſhe was bathing in one of the 
canals. Upon this there was a great noiſe, as if all 


had been undone. The councils were aſſembled, 


and it was reſolved, that the young queen ſhould 
be put under arreſt for ſome days in her own 
apartments, leſs for to puniſh her than to make 

FI ; her 
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her thoroughly ſenſible of the conſequence of ſuch a 
proceeding. | 

This trifle gave occaſion for ſtrange reports. 
The marchioneſs de Pri?, and her daughter the 
counteſs d Apremont, uttered” publickly in afſem- 
blies, and repeated it three or four days together, 
that the reigning queen of Spain's confinement pro- 
ceeded from a different caufe to what was reported, 
That ſhe had a love intrigue, and that her gallant 
had been ſtabbed by order of the king, in that 
princeſs's apartment, and his body thrown out of 
the windows. They named that gallant, and pre- 
tended to have a full information of it by different 
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letters that came from Madrid. | 

. This diſcourſe was reported to me. I then con- ; 
41 tented myſelf with refuting it by ſhewing the im- F 
3 probability of it: but ſeeing that they continued it, 1 
lt and that all Bruſſels was infected therewith, I loſt WM 
© | all patience, and I declared aloud, on one of the 


days of the concert that was kept twice a week at 
my houſe, that there were none but whores and 
„ rogues, who could ſpeak with ſuch indignity of a 
1 princeſs of France, and of a queen of Spain. This 
© | declaration was more than ſufficient ; but I was not 
4 contented therewith; I enlarged upon it, and de- 
Ut clared the particulars in a paper, that was diſperſed 
[; | thro* Bruſſels, indeed, without my order, and ex- 
preſs conſent ; but thoſe that diſperſed it were per- 
| ſuaded, that they did not diſpleaſe me. This pa- 
per was the firſt piece of my proceſs, and was as 
follows : e N 3 


0 HE marchioneſs de Prie, and her daughter, 
the counteſs of Apremont, having ſaid at a 

full aſſembly in their houſe, and in preſence of the 
mar quis de Prie, ſub-governor of the Auſtrian Low 
Countries, huſband of the 1aid marchioneſs, and 
having continued to ſpread the following reports, - 
| well 
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well in other converſations, as at their own 
table, Sc. Nin | 
That they had letters, importing, that the 
marquis 4 Aiſeau, a Fleming, had been aſſaſſinated 
at Madrid, for having been found in the queen's 
apartment at night, and that this was the cauſe of 
that young princeſs having been out of favour with 
their majeſties, Don Philip, her father-in-law, and 
Don Lewis, the preſent king. 7 5 

This diſcourſe was reported to count Bonneval, 
general of the foot, belonging to the emperor's 
forces, who has publiſhed throughout all the city of 
Bruſſels, That the men who made ſuch ſpeeches were 
rogues and villains, and the women whores and 
Jades, who deſerved to have their gown-tails cut off, 
ſeeing that it does not become any body in the world 
to atiack the reputation of ſo great a princeſs, ſprung 
from the auguſt houſe of France, and moreover queen 
of Spain, That the ſaid count Banneval does not ex- 
cept any houſe or perſon in Bruſſels, even if it ſbould 
be that of the marquis de Prie's, bis wife's, or his 
daughter's, altho* he is ſub- governor of the Auſtrian 
| Low-Countries ; unleſs they give bim inconteſtable * _ 
4 proofs of what they have ſo publickly diffuſed again 
S that great princeſs, in the preſence of ſo many 
perſans,? 


My Engliſb woman, to whom I gave an account 
of what I had done, blamed me very much. She 
told me, that my procedure was like a man of 
honour, but that it was no ways prudent ; that thoſe 
whoſe quarrel! I maintained might abandon me, and 
perhaps would not take it well; that my enemies 
would avail themſelves of my vivacity, and the 

| leaſt that could befall me, was to be involved in a 
long and violent perplexity, I thought the fame aa 
ſhe did ; but I was too far advanced to draw back. 
I laboured to ſet my affair in its true light; and to 
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prepoſſeſs, if it was poſſible, the court of Vienna 
in my favdjir, I drew up an exact relation of the 
pretended aſſaſſination of the queen of - Spain's 


gallant. 


An accounT of the pretended aſfaſſination of the 
5 marquis D'AlSEAU, = 


£ HE marquis d' Aiſeau, a man of quality of 

1 this country, and eldeſt brother of the 
count de Peer, has been ſome time gone into Spain, 
to inherit an eſtate. It is ten or twelve days ſince 
the counteſs d Apremont told ſeveral perſons, that 
the princeſs Chriſtiana, of Hoben-Zollern, canoneſs 
of Miſterbila, had wrote to her, that madam de 
Reve, alſo canoneſs, had received a letter from her 
brother who is in Spain, by which he notified to 
her, that the marquis d Aiſeau had been- aſſaſſinated, _ 
This news was ſpread here the firſt day as a com- 
mon report. Two days afterwards, the marchioneſs 
de Prit, added in a full aſſembly at her houſe, that 
ſhe knew for certain, that the marquis had been 
ſtabbed by the king's order, for having had an in- 
trigue with the queen. 55 

They objected, that they did not believe the 
thing poſſible in ſuch a country as Spain. She re- 
plied they had it from good hands, and it was that 
which occaſioned the queen's confinement. That 
the marquis had been warned to go no more thither; 
and he having ſlighted that advice, was ſtabbed in 


the apartment of that princeſs, and his body thrown 
cout of the window. | 


Many of the nobility of Bruſſels were at the. aſ- 
ſembly where this diſcourſe was held, and the next 
day they begun again in the ſame tone. The day 
following, the counteſs & Apremont relieved her 
mother with the fame news, and thus for four days, 
one or the other of them, took care to entertain all 
perſons 
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ons with it that came to their houſe, until the 
whole city of Bruſſels was informed of L The la- 
dies ſet out with the family laſt week to Oſtend. 
The count Bonneval, who has the honour to be- 
long, and be related to the houſe of France, by 
thoſe of Foix, and of Albert, and who keeps him- 
ſelf at home, where the nobility come ſometimes to 
recreate themſelves, heard this romance as others 
did, and ſatisfied himſelf with ſhrugging up his 
ſhoulders at it, as he thought the thing would travel 
no farther ; and he would have been contented, as 
he was four days together, with undeceiving his 
friends in private, if he had not ſeen, that the 
cruel manner, which they continued to fpread this 
infamy, in the marquis de Pie's houſe, had made it 
general news. He thought then that the calumny 
being become publick, it could be no other ways 
deſtroyed than by a public contradiction of it; and 
after having kept ſilent four days, he declared, at 
a concert of muſick, that was kept at his houſe 
twice a week, that there were none but whores and 
rogues that could ſpeak with ſuch indignity of a 
princeſs of France, and queen of Spain. 
The marquis de Pris and his family were then 
ſet out for Oftend, and count Bonneval deſired 
his friends to repeat what he had ſaid to thoſe . of 
their acquaintance, who might be in an error. 
What was moſt extraordinary in this affair, was, 
that the count de Peer, alarmed, as might well be 
thought, at this tragic news, having ſent an expteſs 
poſt to Mifterb:i/z, to inform himſelf from madam 
de Reve how it was, ſhe anſwered him, that ſhe 
did not know what they meant about him, for 
that ſhe had received no letters from Spain, for 
above five months. | 
It was with the ſame falſity, that three days be- 
fore the declaration of count Bonneval, the counteſs 


& Apermont had advanced to ſupport that impoſture, 
| in 
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in the preſence of the counteſs of Calemberg, at 
whoſe houſe ſhe dined, and the count de Lannay, 
that the dutcheſs dowager d Aremberg, who had 
ſupped with her the evening before at the marquis 
de Prit's, had received from Spain, as well as the 
ſieur de Marmol, the ſame news of the aſſaſſination 
of the marquis d*Aiſeau, and of the reaſons that 
had cayſed it, Nevertheleſs ſhe has been obliged to 
own ſince to the count de Lannoy, that ſhe had 
falſely alledged that pretended proof. At Bruſſels, 
the 22d of Auguſt, 1724. | 


J confirmed this relation by the moſt clear and 
moſt convincing proofs, that the calumnies, with 
_ it was filled, had their ſource in de Pries 

ouſe. 


PRO O Fs of the ayove RELATION. 


HE count de Lannoy, colonel of one of his 
imperial and catholic majcſty*s regiments of 
foot, has related to M. Bonneva/, and to M. 
Rouſſeau, that having ſpent ſome days at ihe 
prince of Horn's houſe at I Hen, the prince of 
Naſſau came thither to dinner on Thur/day, Auguſt 
10, and that they returned together to Bruſſels, 
where the prince of Naſſau told him on their arrival, 
that he was not willing to trouble the party, with 
telling them a bad piece of news, but that he could 
no longer conceal from him, that his friend the marquis 


d' Aiſeau was aſſaſſinated in Spain; and that madam 


d* Apremont had learned the news from the princeſs 
Chriſtiana, of Hoben-Zollern, canoneſs at Miſterbilx, 
who had it from madam de Reve, allo a canoneſs, 
to whom her brother, who was in Spain, had wrote 
it: that on Friday the 11th the ſame news was con- 
firmed to him with the ſame circumſtances by 


madam 4 Apremont : which had obliged him to 
. write 
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write to madam de Reve, to know the truth of 
c: 
5 That having learned that on Saturday, at the 
marchioneſs de Prie's aſſembly, where the dutcheſs 
dowager of Aremberg was, madam de Prit had 
told ſeveral perſons, that the marquis 4 Aiſeau had 
been ſtabbed for an intrigue, which he had with 
the preſent queen of Spain, which had occaſioned 
the confinement of that princeſs, he went on Sunday 
morning the 13th to madam de Prif's, to know of 
her, whether it was true, and that ſhe had told 
him that it was, and that ſhe poſitively knew it; 
adding, that the marquis having been warned to 
put an end to that criminal intercourſe, and having 
lighted that advice, was killed, according to ſome 
in going up a rope ladder, and according to others 
in a gallery that joined to the queen's apartment, 
from whence his body was flung out of a window. 
Upon which he ſaid to the marchioneſs de Prit, 
that knowing Spain, and having ſerved there, he 
thought the thing improbable, and that the toilet of 
a queen was not ſo eaſy to approach as madam 
d' Apremont's: 

That having dined the ſame day at the count de 
Calemberg's with madam d' Apremont, ſhe ſaid in the 
preſence of madam de Calemberg, that the news of 
the marquis 4 Aiſeau, and the occaſion of his death 
were but too true; and that the dutcheſs dowager 
d' Aremberg, who had ſupped with her the evening 
before at her mother's, had received letters about 
it from Spain, as well as M. de Marmol, which 
has been found to be falſe, | 

This diſcourſe, which he had at different times 
with the fame perſons, that he might learn the cir- 
cumſtances of this falſe piece of news, was renewed 
with them, one after another, on Wedneſday the 
23d, in ſhewing them the anſwer that he had re- 
ceived from madam de Reve, by which ſhe ſignified 
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to him, that far from having reported, that the 


marquis d' Aiſeau was dead, it was near five months, 
ſince ſhe had received any news from Spain. 

On Monday the 2 1ſt, he declared in preſence of 
the fame perſons, and of marſhal de Veblen, M. de 
Coutreras, M. de la Merveille, and father Navarra, 
that he knew from good hands, that the news con- 
cerning the marquis 4*Ai/ſeau was falſe ;, he ſhewed 
them a letter from Mons, that certified to the con- 
trary of it, and repeated to them the converſation 


that he had upon that ſubje& with madam de 


Prie. | 

The prince Emanuel of Naſſau, major-general of 
his imperial and catholic majeſty, had told count 
Bonneval, colonel de la Tour, and M. de Rouſſeau, 
on Tueſday, the 13th of Auguſt, that the day before, 
he being at madam de Prie's aſſembly, where the 
prince and princeſs of Horn, the internuncio, and 
many other perſons were preſent; that madam de 
Pris had related to them the aſſaſſination of the 
marquis 4* Hiſeau, occaſioned by his having an in- 
trigue with the queen; and that ſpeaking particu- 
larly to him, ſhe had ſaid, that ſbe was not ſur- 
priſed that the marquis had raiſed bis ambition to a 
queen ; but what amazed her was, that ſo handſome 
a youth could ſuffer himſelf to fall in love with a 
lillle monſter, who was the deteſtation of every body. 


Thoſe gentlemen aſked him, if ſhe had made uſe of 


the ſame terms; he anſwered them yes, and re- 
peated them, He told the fame thing over again 
in the evening to meſſieurs Bonneval, la Tour, and 
Rouſjeau. | 

M. le Rheingrave, lieutenant colonel of Bonneval's 
regiment of foot, being at dinner, at the velt-mar- 
ſhal Veblen's, and the converſation falling on the 


marquis d' Aiſeau, he ſaid, that he had been aſſaſſi- 


nated in the queen of Spain's apartment for a love 
affair, that he had wich her. The velt-marſhal 
| pPreſently 
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preſently replied, that what he ſaid was very free. 
Then M. le Rheingrave told him, that the mar- 
chioneſs had related it in that manner to the aſſembly, 
at her houſe ; and that if the thing had been told to 
him privately, he ſhould have taken care to have 
kept it ſecret; but that he did not think himſelf 
under any obligation to do ſo, as ſhe had ſpoke of 
it in full aſſembly. | 

Thereupon the velt-marſhal aſked him, whether 
the marquis de Prie was there; he anſwered, yes 
and preſently they changed the converſation. 

M. le Rbeingrave told the ſame thing to the 
count Bonneval. 5 

The count de Calemberg, colonel in his impe- 
rial and catholic majeſty's ſervice, told count 
Bonneval, the count de Lannoy, and M. Rouſſeau, 
that the marchioneſs de Prie had told him on 
Sunday morning, Auguſt 13, in the preſence of 
the count de Valſaſſine, and count Konigſecł, that 
the marquis. a Aiſeau had been aſſaſſinated in Spain, 
for having had criminal converſation with the 
queen; and that having ſlighted the advice that had 
been given him to quit the kingdom, it drew on 
him that misfortune, which happened to him, even 
in the palace. 

Count Konigſeck related the ſame thing to M. 
Rouſſeau, who dined with him, and his family, on 
Miedneſday the 23d of Auguſt. | 

It has been fince learned, that while de Prit's 
family, was at the abbey of Mligbem, where they 
ſpent above a month, M. Peſters, miniſter from 
Holland, went thither, and being in the marquis de 
 Prie's room, where he was with his wife and count 
de Bournonville, captain of dragoons in Weblen's 
"regiment, he told them the news he had juſt: heard 
of the queen of Spain's being confined at Madrid; 
to which madam de Pris anſwered, theſe very 
words: I thoug i; that little harpy would ſoon make 


herſelf 
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berſelf talked bf. M. de Bournonville, who heard 
it, has aſſured the count Bonneval, that he would 
make oath of it. 7 

My great affair being to defend myſelf for the 
boldneſs with which I reproved theſe calumnies, I 
did my endeavour to juſtify it, by writing the 


following letter to the emperor, annexing thereunto 


the pieces, that I have juſt related, 


SIRE, 
1 Have the honour to approach the foot of your 
ſacred imperial and catholic majeſty's throne; 
with a heart filled with. love, duty and reſpect, for 
your auguſt perſon, and with horror for the cauſe 
that forces me to ſuch boldneſs, altho* my birth au- 
thorizes me to it in the preſent caſe. 
The honour that I have to be allied to the royal 


blood of France, by the houſes of Foix and Albert, 


formerly kings of Navarre, would not permit me, 
Sire, to fee the glory and honour of the daughter 
of the Jate duke of Orleans, preſent queen of 


Spain, attacked with reiterated calumnies purpoſely 
diſperſed. Your imperial and catholic majeſty 


will not blame me for the part I have taken, when 
you know that, beſides the honour of being related 
to that great princeſs by blood, that I was born a 
ſubject of France, and that my eſtate is there, I 
have beſides ſuch great obligations to his late ſerene 
royal highneſs her father, and at preſent to the 
ducheſs dowager of Orleans, for the goodneſs and 
protection with which ſhe honours my wife in 
France, that I muſt be the baſeſt of mortals, if on 
an occaſion that amounts to no leſs than ſtaining for 
ever the honour of the queen, their daughter, I had 
continued in a criminal ſilence, having ſuch juſt 
motives to break it. I have room to flatter myſelf, 
Sire, that your imperial and catholic majeſty, 
whoſe heart is ſo generous and magnanimous, will 

| | | not 
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not diſapprove of my having defended the cauſe of 
this young princeſs, ſince at the ſame time it is 
yours, and that of all the kings and princes of Eu- 
rope; as there is no particular war or enmity be- 
tween crowned heads, that can authorize their re- 
ſpective ſubjects to attack the honour of their ſacred 
perſons, and ſtill leſs by calumnies. 

The marquis de Pri# beſtirs himſelf very much 
here, in ſeeking to render my behaviour criminal, 
by taxing me with having little reſpect for your im- 
perial and catholic majeſty, and for the govern- 
ment. He enquires whither I have wrote, or cauſed 
any thing to be written into France. In ſhort, 
I do not think, that with all his ſkill, he has 
found any thing againſt my conduct. Upon which 
I moſt humbly ſubmit myſelf to the judgment of 
your imperial and catholic majeſty, ro whom I 
have the honour to ſend all that has paſſed there- 
upon, to ſuffer, if I have done amiſs, the chaſtiſe- 
ment due to my fault. | 

I do not believe, Sire, that your imperial and 
catholic majeſty will find in the paper, about 
which the marquis de Prie makes ſuch a noiſe here, 
any want of reſpect to your majeſty's ſacred perſon, _ 
or againſt the authority of the government: fince, 
in excepting no perſon, I only deſigned thoſe who 
had attacked the reputation of the queen of Spain. 

I have alſo ſent an account to the duke of Biron, 
my father-in-law, and to my wife, of all that has 
paſſed here; as I could not conceal an affair of 


ſuch importance from perſons that are ſo near to 
me; and knowing, as I do, the profound reſpect 


and veneration, which they have for the greateſt 
and moſt juſt of emperors, and the certitude they 
have, as well as I, that your imperial and catholic 
majeſty, who to the title of the moſt auguſt monarch 
in Europe, joins that of the honeſteſt man, and the 


beſt chriſtian, will not ſuffer the houſe of de Prie 
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to extend the authority, that they have in theſe coun- 


tries, to the calumniating of crowned heads. 
Signed, the count Bonneval. Bruſſels, the 3oth of 
Auguſt, 1724. | 

It is not the common practice to addreſs one's 
ſelf directly to the emperor : the cuſtom is for the 
military to make their firſt addreſs to the ſupreme 
Aulic council of war : I wrote to that council to 
juſtify my proceeding, and at the ſame time I fell 
on de Prie in the ſtrongeſt manner, 


* 


My Lord, and Gentlemen, 


© F Have the honour to ſend, as is my duty, to 


your moſt ſerene highneſs, to your excellen- 
cies, and to the gentlemen of the laudable council of 
war, the copy of the letter, which I have taken 
the liberty to write to his imperial and catholic ma- 


jeſty, on what has happened to me here with the 


family of de Prie, with the duplicates of all the 
pieces concerning that affair; by which your moſt 
ſerene highneſs, your excellencies, and the gentle- 
men of the laudable council of war, will entirely 
know and perceive the reaſons that induced me to 
take the part that I have done in the whole of this 
affair; on which I moſt humbly ſubmit myſelf to 
their judgment. | | 

I muſt at the ſame time give an account to your 


moſt ſerene highneſs, your excellencies, and the 


gentlemen of the laudable council of war, of the 


motives that prevailed on me to addreſs myſelf di- 


rectly to his imperial and catholic majeſty, our 
auguſt maſter, ſince the council of war, and the 
preſident thereof, are the channels, by which the 
requeſts of the military commonly paſs to his ma- 
jeſty, in which I appear to have wandered out of 
the right road; and it is upon this, that I ought to 
make my juſt excuſcs. 

I, 
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1. The marquis de Pris has himſelf notified and 
publiſhed, to all that would hear him, ſince he has 
governed theſe provinces, and has told me ſcveral 
times, that being the miniſter plenipotentiary and 
adminiſtrator, charged with the government of the 
Auſtrian Low Countries, by his imperial and catho- 
lic majeſty, he did depend immediately on the em- 
peror, and on none other, | 

2. That the affair that J have met with in the fa- 
mily of the ſaid miniſter plenipotentiary, having no 
relation to the military; and that miniſter not ac- 
knowledging any other ſuperior, but his imperial 
and catholic majeſty, I ought at the ſame time, 
that I have the honour to make my moſt humble 
report, to your moſt ſerene highneſs, your excellen- 
cies, and the gentlemen of the laudable council of 
war, to addreſs myſelf alſo to the only judge that 
the marquis de Priẽ ſays he acknowledges. 

Theſe, my lord and gentlemen, are the two rea- 
ſons that have induced me to take the liberty to ad- 
dreſs myſelf to the head, at the ſame time that I 
ſubmit myſelf with an entire reſignation to your 
deciſion, | 

I humbly beſcech your moſt ſerene highneſs, 
your excellencies, and the gentlemen of the council 
of war, to accept the copies of what I have addreſſed 
to his imperial majeſty, as if I had the honour to 
write them to yourſelves ; ſince it being my duty 
to give the particulars, and the ſame copies, I 
ſhould have fallen into an unuſeful and tireſome-re- 
petition, in doing otherwiſe than I have done; for 
that would have multiplied the writings. | 

The marquis de Prie, who is the moſt active 
man in the world, has ſearched, and ftill ſearches, 
with a moſt extraordinary ardour, for proofs, that 
I have publiſhed a paper injurious to the govern- 
ment: but I never did any thing but by word of 


mouth. It is very true, that a Spaniſh Franciſcan 
G friar, 
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friar, who officiated in my chapple, communicated 
without my order, a paper that I had written to 


aſſiſt my memory, to one named Contreras, alſo a 


Spaniard, who either through malice or indifcretion, 
diſperfed copies of it, contrary to the promiſe he 
had made to that good friar, which he had fworn 
to. The lieutenant Rivelot having alſo heard what 
J had ſaid concerning thoſe, who had attacked the 
honour of the duke and duchefs of Orleans's daugh- 
ter, queen of Spain, which I defired every one to 
publiſh after me, not having any other remedy againſt 
the account that was injurious to the reputation of that 
oreat princeſs, which they had difperſed every where 
with as much malignity as imprudence. The faid Ri- 
velot, I fay, having found the ſaid paper upon my ſe- 
cretary's table, with whom he lodges, thought he might 


take a copy of it, and ſhew it : for which I have 


not only ſeverely reprimanded him, but have turned 
away my fecretary, for having only ſhewed the ſaid 
paper to a rich apothecary, his intimate friend, 
who ſerves my family; and I ordered the faid 
lieutenant Rivelot to go immediately, and recover 
the copy that he had given away, upon pain of be- 
ing committed to the guard. 

I lay before your moſt ſerene highnefs, your ex- 
cellencies, and the gentlemen of the laudable council 
of war, the ſame paper; and ſhewed it then to the 
count de Lanny, to the count de la Tour, colonel 
of my regiment, and to M. de Rouſſeau, who 
have, at my requeſt, placed their certificates under- - 
neath it. For there was a paper ſpread abroad al- 
moſt like it, but wherein there were ſeveral eſſential 
words ſuppreſſed, for to make me directly attack 


the perſons of the marquis de Pri, his wife, and 


daughter, inſtead of which I ſpoke only of thoſe, 
who had blackened the queen of Spain in their 
houſe, not only without nomination, but alſo with- 
out exception, as your moſt ſerene highneſs, your 

| excellencies, 
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excellencies, and the gentlemen of the laudable 
council of war, may fee by the ſaid paper. They 
will find alſo by the certificate of the ſame Zimelet, 
apothecary, at the bottom of one of the two papers, 
that having compared the ſaid paper with that 
which my ſecretary had ſhewn to him, which he 
very well knew again, he found them conformable 
word for word: which may make it ſuſpected, 
that the alterations that were made therein, might 


come from thoſe who had invented the ſlanders 


againſt the queen of Spain, and the letters from 
Miſterbilz. | 

M. de Pri# alſo made ftrict enquiry whether I 
had not written, or cauſed this news to be written, 
to Cambray, to France, or Spain. I only wrote 
to my father-in-law, the duke of Biron, to my 
wife, to count de Windiſgratz, and the baron of 
Pentenrieder, his imperial and catholic majeſty*s 
plenipotentiaries at Cambray, For having heard, 
that the injurious reports of the queen of Spain, had 
reached the ears of the miniſters plenipotentaries of 
France and Spain, I thought it was my duty to 
communicate to thoſe miniſters, what had paſſed 
thereupon, in order to ſet them right, and that 
they might act ſuch a part in the affair as was agree- 
able to their ſervice. But I neither wrote, nor 
cauſed any thing to be wrote elſewhere, whatever 
the marquis de Prie may advance. * 

The marquis de Prie may alſo, perhaps, com- 
plain of the anſwer, that I made to a perſon of 


diſt inction. 


This miniſter having told that perſon, that the 
clamour I had made in this affair, might be of 
very conſiderable prejudice to his imperial and ca- 
tholic majeſty's intereſts, and retard the proceedings 
of the congreſs of Cambray, and that, perhaps, my 
head might anſwer for the new broils that it might 
cauſe : I anſwered, Tell, I Beſeech you, the —_— 
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de Prie, from me, that be is miſtaken ; for in re- 
moving him from the government of the Auſtrian 
Low-Countries, and putting me for two or three 
months under arreſt, in caſe they find that I have of- 
fended, as he ſays, againſt the honour of his govern- 
ment, every body will have ſatisfafion ;, and that 
will appeaſe the tempeſt that he foreſees, For be 
ought to learn, if he does not know it, that ſuch 
little fellows as we, are always ſacrificed to the ho- 
nour and intereſt of crowns ; and eſpecially him and 
T who are not natives of Germany. | 

As to the reſt, my lord, and gentlemen, I beg 
of you to excuſe me, if in any thing I have done 
amiſs ; for as the like affair never has happened, 
perhaps, in the world, I have no guide nor model 
to follow. But I do not think, that de Prit's fa- 
mily finds in the extent of his powers, nor in his 
inſtructions, that they have a right to attack the 
honour of families, and much leſs that of crowned 
heads; the ſubordination which is due to thoſe that 
govern, being without force againſt ſuch ſenſible 
affronts. And as I have the honour to belong to the 
houſe of Bourbon, by the ſovereign's daughters that 
have entered into mine, I cannot without being diſ- 
honoured ſuffer ſuch an attempt againſt a princeſs of 
France. Signed, the count de Bonneval, Bruſſels, 
Auguſt 3oth, 1724. 


At the ſame time that I wrote to Vienna, I 
wrote alſo to Paris to my wife, and to the duke of 
Biron, my father-in-law. In the fame packet, I 
put a letter for the young duke of Orleans. It was 
my misfortune, that his father was dead. The con- 
cern that he would have had ſor his daughter's ho- 
nour, and the friendſhip that he had for me, 
would have given another turn to my affair; and 
Pri would have been happy, if it had not coſt 
him his poſt, chat made him fo haughty. I rela- 
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ted what had paſſed to the duke of Orleans; and 
added, that whatever danger I had ſeen in declaring 
myſelf ſo boldly as I had done; yet I had not hefi- 
tated a moment to ſacrifice myſelf for the honour 
of his family, That I did not doubt, but his 
moſt ſerene highneſs would take it kindly of me, and 
would ſignify at ſome opportunity, if it was neceſ- 
ſary, that he took ſome ſhare in what regarded me. 
The prince returned me an anſwer by one of his 
domeſtick s, I believe it was by his chancellor, or 
by the preſident of his council, that he took my 
zeal infinitely kind; but, nevertheleſs, that the 
queen his ſiſter's honour did not depend upon the 
impertinent diſcourſes that were held; and that I 
ſhould have done as well to have taken them up 
leſs ſharply, and without calling any body in queſ- 
tion : that as for the reſt, in the grief that he was 
et in for his father's death, he could not at all con- 
cern himſelf about it. | 

My wife and my father-in-law were extremely 
vexed. They treated my declaration with ridicule ; 
telling me, that it would have cut a figure in the 
times of Amadis, when knights made themſelves 
champions for the honour of the ladies ; that I 
ſhould never grow wiſe, nor live quietly 3 that the 
man whom I had to do with, had a hundred times 
more art than myſelf, and would get the better of 
me; and that all Paris laughed at my adventure: 
In a word, that they abandoned me, and deſired to 
hear nothing more of my affairs, 

Theſe letters amazed me : I thought that I had 
done the fineſt action in the world, and did not 
doubt, but that every body would look upon it as 
ſuch, They made me perceive, that I ſhould be. 
abandoned; that what I called honour and genero- 
ſity paſſed for a romantic virtue, that was no longer 
in uſe, If they think thus in France, what will 
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they do at Vienna, ſaid I to myſelf? I bore' up 
againſt all theſe melancholy thoughts, and content 
with having done, what I called my duty, I con- 
tinued to applaud myſelf: I. am yet in the ſame 
ſentiments 3 and, whatever may be ſaid, if I found 
myſelf in the ſame circumſtances, I would do as I 
have done; except that I would not truſt to certain 

romiſes, and that I would make advantage, per 
haps, of ſome diſpoſitions, 

Pris, at this time, was gone with his family to 
take a j urney to Oftend ; for, by a motive of ſa- 
vingneſs he went from Bruſſels, as often as he 
could, to live at the expence of other people. 
They did not ſcruple to give out at his houſe, 
that half my regiment, which was at Mons, had 
already run away into France, with many of the 
officers, and that I ſhould ſoon follow them. Upon 
which I pu liſhed this ſhort advertiſement. 

There has lately deſerted from Bonneval's regiment 
four ſoldiers, and no more; who were drunkards. 
A rogue has ſpread a report that half the regiment 
bas deſerted. If the count Bonneval knew that 
ſcoundrel, he would give him a hundred blows with 
& cudgel from his own hand, if his father was a 
gentleman ; and if he was not, his ſervants would be 
good enough to give him a laſhing bout. Bruſſels, 
Auguſt 30, 1724. Sizned M. Bonneval. 

Theſe are the proofs, that this ſlander came 


from the place I mentioned. | 
The marquis de Roiſſi, the French miniſter, being 


f [ [ ia the country, and Caſtelingo, valet-de-chambre of 
we: the marquis, being ſent to him by that miniſter's 
44 order, he aſked him what news there was at Bruſſels ; 
5 [| not bing, anſwered he, only that half of Bonneval's 

1 2 . . 
1158 regiment, which is at Mons, has already deſerted 
i into France, with many of the officers, and that M. 


J Bonneval muſt ſoon follow them. . I beard ſay ſo at 
[| our 
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our houſe, continued he, where is is publickly talked 


of. | 
1 perſon to whom the marquis de Roiſſi related 
all this, having told it again to me, I informed 
myſelf, whether this new ſlander was actually vented 
at the marquis de Prie's houſe, I learned that it 
was not only delivered at that miniſter's, but that 
there were people who ſpread it in Bruſſels. I then 
publiſhed the aforeſaid note, and I gave it, or had 
it given, to above thirty officers of his imperial and 
catholic majeſty's forces who were my friends. _ 
This note contained the whole truth of the deſer- 
tion that ſerved to found this ſlander upon, and I 
thought it proper at the ſame time to cut this black- 
neſs to the root. I deſired theſe officers to impoſe 
filence both in my name and their own, on all the 
rabble that talked of it; and this report was ſoon 
deſtroyed, at leaſt in Bruſſels. The 2 de 
Pris continued in this manner to increaſe the diſ- 
pute, by ſpreading falſe reports of my approaching 
flight. But tho? he did his worſt, nobody ever be- 
lieved, that he was able to make me remove even 
from my chair, much leſs to make me quit my 
houſe. He made himſelf laughed at by every 
body, when he ſaid that he was obliged to ſecure 
my perſon, from the certainty he was in, that I 
would deſert; without declaring nevertheleſs the 
grounds of that certainty, which every body is ig: 
norant of as well as myſelf. | 3 
They told me, that it was under this falſe pretext, 
that he ordered count de Wrangel, general of foot, 
and governor of Bruſſels, who was ' eighty years of 
age, to go the rounds himſelf all night on the 3 iſt 
of Auguſt ; on the firſt of September, doubled the 
guards, mounted all the piquet on horſeback, kept 
the city gates ſhut until ten o'clock in the morning, 
blocked up my houſe by above ten different poſts, 
and with a number of ſpies, that looked every way; 
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having moreover an adjutant of the city there, with 
a horſe ſaddled and bridled, to be ready to run to 
the gates of the city, and give notice, when I ſhould 
come out; and did a thouſand extravagancies. 

Pris came back from Oſtend, the laſt day of 
Auguſt. The next day the gates of Bruſſels re- 
mained ſhut until ten o'clock, or thereabouts, and 
almoſt all the garriſon were under arms; which 
put all the citizens in alarm, not knowing what 
was the meaning of it, At the ſame time the hotel 
d Epinoi, where I lived, was inveſted with ſoldiers 
and officers of the place, who walked under the 
windows, always looking towards the door of the 
houſe. . I ſent to know what it was for, and an of- 
ficer came that moment to let me know privately, 
that there were orders given to ſtop me, if I went 
out of my houſe, | 

Orders had alſo been given, at the city gates, to 
ſtop all officers that went out, even if it was a gene- 
ral; and this was publiſhed in the city. Roman 
ſubtilty ; which the marquis de Prie invented to 
make the mob believe, that having had the misfor- 
tune to diſpleaſe him, I thought to fave myſelf in 
France, 

This diſturbance about my houſe continued un- 
til two o'clock in the afternoon, with an infinite 
concourſe of people. During that time, a great 
council was heid at the marquis de Pri&s, com- 
poſed of marſhal Veblen, of general Wrangel, go- 
vernor of Bruſſels, of count ' Eliſſem, ſenior of the 
council of ſtate, who came in quality of ſuper-in- 


tendant of the council of war, of count de Baillet, 


preſident of Malines, and of Schennellinł and Neni, 
in quality of ſccretaries of ſtate and war for that 
country. | 

Between twelve and one o'clock, general Wrangel, 
governor of Bruſſels, entered my chamber with 
Nent, ſecretary of ſtate and war, and Brandon, 
; colonel 
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colonel and major of the place. They told me, as 
they entered, that they came to aſk me, if I knew 
a certain paper, which they ſhewed me, to which 
was joined the certificate of the apothecary, which 
imported, that my ſecretary had ſhewn it to him. 
I read it, and found that it was the ſame as that 
which I had wrote, excepting ſome words which 
they had lid in, and which directly attacked the 
marquis de Prie, his wife, and daughter, 

The apothecary, who had only ſeen that writing 
in my ſecretary's hand, could not remember the en- 
tire conformity of that which was ſhewn him on the 
part of the marquis de Prie. The certificate of that 
apothecary, is older than that which is in the hands 
of the council of war. He there atteſted, that the 
writing which I had ſhewn him was entircly the 
ſame as this, that my ſecretary had made him read it, 
becauſe that in ſeeing it afreſh, he knew it again by 
ſome marks. Now in this, only thoſe were at- 
tacked, who aſperſed the queen of Spain; and not 
the marquis de Prie, his wife or daughter, altho* 
not naming any perſon, it did not except whomſoever 
it might be. e 

I anſwered to that ſort of interrogation, by theſe 


declarations. 
be marchioneſs de Prie, and her daughter the 


ccunteſs a Apremont, having ſaid in a full aſſembly 


at their houſe, and in the preſence of the marquis de 
Prie, /ub-governor of the Auſtrian Low-Countries, 
husband of the ſaid marchioneſs, and having con- 
tinued to ſpread the following reports, as well in 
otper converſations, as at their own table, viz. 

hat they had letters, importing, that the mar- 

= a Aiſeau, a Fleming, had been aſſaſſinated at 
adrid, for being found at night in the queen's 
apartment; and that this was the cauſe of that young 
princeſs having been in diſgrace with their majeſties, 
| | Don 
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Don Philip, her father-in-law, and Don Lewis, the 
preſent king. ; 
This diſcourſe was reported to count Bonneval, 
neral of the foot belonging to the emperor's 
| = who has publiſhed throughout all the city of 
Bruſſels, That the men who made ſuch ſpeeches, were 
rogues and villains, and the women, whores and 
jades, who deſerved to have their gown-lails cut off ;, 
fince it does not become any body in the world, io at- 
tack the reputation of ſo great a princeſs, ſprung 
from the auguſt houſe of France, and now queen of - 
in. | 
That the ſaid count de Bonneval, does not except 
any houſe or perſon in Bruſſels, whether even it 
ſhould be the marquis de Prie, his wife or daughter, 
altho* be is ſub-governor for the emperor in the 
Auſtrian Low-Countries, unleſs they give bim in- 
conteſtable proofs of what they have ſo publickly dif- 
Fuſed againſt that great princeſs, in the preſence of 
many perſons, = 

This is the very declaration that I made, except- 
ing the firſt five lines; which five lines, I only ſet 
down on the paper to aſſiſt my memory, in what 
had been told to me, and not for to publiſh them ; 
and thoſe firſt five lines were not uttered in the aſ- 
ſembly, in the declaration that I made verbally, 
which will follow hereafter. 

And as to what has been ſaid in the city, that I 
have ſpread and publiihed notes conformable to one 
that M. Veni has ſhewed me, or others upon the 
ſame ſubject, I declare that thoſe who have invented 
it, are rogues and liars, | 

It is true, that after having made the ſaid decla- 
ration verbally, I reduced it into writing, as I have 


Juſt rehearſed after the five firſt, lines, which makes 


mention of part of the reports, that had been 


made to me, and which I did not publiſh ar all. 


But for fear that they ſhould make me ſay more 
than 
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than I had ſaid, I ſhewed the original of the preſent 
paper to three perſons, worthy of credit, to the 
end that they might know it again in proper time 
and place, and that the declaration I had made 
verbally was the ſame, neither more nor leſs. 

And having requeſted the ſaid three perſons to 
examine the ſaid writing, upon the report which 
was ſpread, that there was a ſort of manifeſto, for 
ſo they named it to me, which was diſperſed thro? 
the city in my name: I ſhewed to them all three, 
| ſeparately, the paper in which the ſaid declaration 
was, that I had put into writing for my own re- 
membrance, and which I had ſhewn to them, the 
ſame 17th day of Auguſt, as I made the ſaid decla+ 
ration upon, to the end that the reports in the city 
might not render me reſponſible for what wag 
therein added or diminiſhed. 

Moreover, in ſhewing the ſaid declaration in 
writing to the ſaid three perſons, I exacted an oath 
from them that they ſhould not ſpeak of it to any 
one whatſoever ; which they have very faithfully 
executed, They have afterwards ſeparately ſigned 
a certificate, by which they atteſt, that it is the 
ſame which they had ſeen on the 17th of Auguſt ; 
the original of which I have ſent to Vienna. 

I certify all the above, in the preſence of his 
excellency the count de Wrangel, governor of this 
city of Bruſſels, M. Neni, ſecretary of ſtate and 
war, and M. Braudon, colonel and major of the 
ſaid city. The which, to wit, general Vrangel, 
and M. Neni, are come to my houſe, by order of 
the marquis de Pris, to ſhew me another writing, 
that I might declare myſelf upon the contents 


thereof. Which writing I have diſowned, as be- 


ing not at all conformable to mine. Given at 
Bruſſels, September 1, 1724. Signed Bonneval. 
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DECLARATION ſuch as I made verbally, the 17th 
of Auguſt, 1724. And which I was willing, 
that the public ſhould know. 


Gentlemen, 
8 HERE are perſons in this city who ſay, 


that they have letters, importing, that the 
marquis PAiſeor, a Fleming, had been aſſaſſinated 
at Madrid, for having been ſound at night, in the 
queen's apartment, and that this was the reaſon, 


that this young princeſs had been out of favour with 


their majeſties Don Philip, her father-in-law, and 
Den Lewis, the preſent king. | 

This diſcourſe has been related to me, and I am 
willing, that it ſnould be publiſhed throughout all 
the city of Bruſſels ; that the men who made ſuch 
ſpeeches, ere rogues and villains, and the women 
whores, and jades, who d:ſerve to have their tails 
cut off, ſeeing that it does not belong to any body in 
the world to attack the reputation of ſuch a great 
princeſs, ſprung from the auguſt houſe of France, and 
moreover queen of Spain. That I do not except any 
kouſe or perſon in Bruſſels, if even it ſnonld be the 
marquis de Prie, his wife or daughter, altho” he be 


ſub-governor in the Auſtrian- Low- Countries, un- 


leſs that they give me inconteſtable proofs of what 
they have ſo publickly diffuſed againſt that preat 


prenceſs in the' preſence of ſo many perſons. 


His excellency the count de Wrangel, general of 
foot, and governor of Bruſſels, and M. Neni, ſe- 
cretary of ſtate and war, have promiſed to give me 
an authentic copy of all this preſent writing. Given 
at Brnſſels, the 1ſt of September, 1724. Signed 
Bonneval. | 

I proteſted ſeveral times, in the diſcourſe that I 
had with general Wrangel, and the fieurs Neni and 


Brandon, that I did not acknowledge them ſuffici- 
| ently 
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ently authorized to give me a juridical interroga- 
tion; that I did not acknowledge any other ſuperior 
but the marſhal count de Veblen, who was entruſted 
with the authority of the council of war in the Low- 
Countries : but that I ſhould deliver the like decla- 
rations in the ſame form to whomſoever ſhould de- 
mand it of me; being very glad to manifeſt the 
truth to thoſe that ſhould be curious to know the 
bottom of it. 

The ſub-governor of the Low-Countries com- 
manded me to be arreſted by general Yrangpel, 
governor of Bruſſels, I ſtrongly diſputed the com- 
petency of it, as may be perceived by the three fol- 
lowing letters, which I wrote to marſhal count de 


Veblen. 
FIRST:.L EX FEMA 


S I R, | 

c HIS afternoon, general Y/rangel, M. Neni, 

and M. Brandon, having paſſed four hours 
at my houſe, M. Wrangel was called out, who in 
re-entring my chamber ſaid to me: Sir, I am ſorry 
to be obliged to tell you, on the part of the marguis 
de Prie, that as governor, he has charged me 10 
give you proviſionally the attachments. 

To which I anſwered, by the following writing, 
word for word : His excellency count de Wrangel, 
baving given me the attachments by order of the 
marquis de Prie, I made anſwer to bim, that his 
excellency the marſhal Vehlen being in town, I ought 
not to accept them but from him, being part of the 
corps that is und:r his command; and I bat it is by 
this channel only, that I ſhould receive them; that 
zs to ſay, Ibis of the ſaid marquis; but nevertheleſs 
that I ſhould certainly ſtay at home to-day to give 
the marquis de Prie time 10 proceed, according to the 


rules of our ſervice, which is to paſs that order by 
the 
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the marſhal at Bruſſels, this 1ſt of September, 
1724. | 

Upon which general Vrangel, ſent to M. 4. 
Prit's, who made him anſwer, that he had ordered 
the ſame things to be repeated to me, Upon 
which I told general Wrangel, and M. Neni, who 
returned from M. de Prie's, that I ſhould receive 
the attachments from the marquis de Prie himſelf, 
or even from your excellency, not diſputing his au- 
thority, but the channel that he uſed; and that if 
he had any difficulty in ſpeaking to your excellency 
about it, that he might give them me, by a dire& 
order in writing, which 1 ſhould ſend to your ex- 
cellency for your approbation. | 

To which I received for anſwer, two hours after, 
by order of M. de Prit, by an adjutant to M. 
Brandon, colonel and major of the city, who 
acquainted me, on the part of M. de Prie, that I 
ought to receive the attachments that M. HVrangel 


had given me on his part; and, moreover, that 1 


ought to approve of M. Brandon's ſtaying with 
me: of which I have the honour to give an account 
to your excellency, that you may be ſo good as to 
let me know in writing, what I have to do; to 
which I ſhall conform myſelf. 

I have read this letter to M. Brandon, who, as 
I have had the honour to tell your excellency, has 
orders to ſtay with me; and I have read it to him, 
in preſence of colonel count Calemberg, colonel de 
Mervielle, and M. Rouſſeau, M. de Brandon 
ſays, there is nothing in this letter, but what is 
agreeable to the trut u. 

For the reſt, I beg your excellency will inform 
yourſelf of M. de Prit, what reaſon he had to 
give me the attachments, and the order to major 
and colonel Brandon, to remain with my perſon ; 
and to preſs the marquis de Price thereon, that he 


may declare it, and to make this demand of him, 
| both 
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both on your excellency's behalf, as well as mine, 
to the end that you may give an account thereof to 
the council of war, if you think proper, as well as 
I. Signed M. Bonneval, Bruſſels, September I, 


1724. 
SECOND LET T E R. 


S I X, 
0 HE count de Wrangel is returned to my 
houſe this evening, and has told me, that 
you have faid to the marquis de Prje, that I do not 
depend on your excellency, and that I am not aſ- 
ſigned to you, from whence I judge, that your ex- 


cellency has forgot the double orders, that we re- 


ceived from the council of war, touching my per- 
miſſion to go to Paris, dated the 16th of December, 
1723. | 
"hs to the reft, as your excellency has done me 
the honour to tell me, in anſwer to the letter that I 
wrote to you this evening: It is true, that having 
the honour to command all our forces in this country, 
ſuch orders ought to paſs by way of you; the reſt 
of the letter not relating to my affair, I ſhall ſtick 
to theſe few lines, which teach me my duty. I 
have the honour to be with much affection, Sc. 
Signed M. Bonneval, at Bruſſels, September 1, 


1724. 
THIRD LETTER. 


SIX, 

F I forgot to write yeſterday to your excellency, 

that having given in the afternoon the note 
concerning the attachments, figned with my hand, 
to M. Brandon, wherein I did not ſtile the marquis 
de Pris his exce!lency, M. Neni remarked it, and 
told me of it; to whom I anſwered, that having 
given 
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given the title of excellency, for ſix months ſucceſ- 
ſively to the marquis de Prie, without his ever re- 
turning it to me, altho* prince Eugene, and all the 
miniſters at Vienna gave it to me, I will never 
give it him as long as I live, unleſs, that on his 
fide, he returns it again, as he ought. But, never- 
theleſs, I ſet fo little ſtore by that vain title, that if 
he gives it me once, I can return it him again, for 
theſe ſix months to come. 

I have remarked, that in the writing which M. 
Neni had orders to read to me, on the part of the 
marquis de Prie, that it had not the leaſt word of 
exce/lency for me, altho' I was named ſeveral times 
in that paper. | 

As to tne reſt, your excellency ought alſo to 
know, that I did not receive the demands of general 
Wrangel, and M. Neni, as juridical for me, fince 
it is by you only, on your behalf, that they could 
interrogate me; but having already given the like 
declarations ſigned, to others that demanded them 
of me, I made no difficulty to entruſt them to them, 
to give them to the marquis de Prié, having this 
morning given three or four perſons the like, who came 
to aſk them of me, I pray your excellency to tell 
the marquis de Pri, that if he will not give me 
the title of excellency, I will never give it him as 
Jong as I live. And as your excellency is head 
over me, you may, if you judge proper, ſhew 
him my letter. Signed M. Bonneval, 

P. S. Your excellency will do me a favour in 
ſhewing this letter to the marquis de Pri“, that he 
may remove the obſtacles, that prevent my giving 
him the title of excellency. At Bruſſels, September 
1 | 

My enemy in the mean while held frequent coun- 
cils. There was one, on the ſecond of September, 
that laſted from morning, until two hours after mid- 


night. I knew that he had wrote the ſame day to baron 
* | de 
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de Pentenrieder at Cambray, and to the fieur Fonſeca” 
at Paris, two duplicates of the ſame letter. That 
he deſired the firſt to ſhew it to the miniſters of 
France and Spain, and the ſecond to ſhew it to M. 
de Morville, ſecretary of ſtate for foreign affairs. 
On the next day was another great council, where 
he launched out in declarations and invectives againſt 
me, as he had done 1n the former. 

The opinion of the council of ſtate, in all the 
three councils, after things were debated, was una- 
nimous, that they could judge or decide nothing 
about it: 1ſt, without hearing the parties: 2dly, 
that the council of ſtate had no power from the 
emperor to extend their authority to what con- 
cerned the government of his forces, that relating 
only to his council of war, and to him who com- 
manded in chief in the Low-Countries. 

It is this then which ſhews that the marquis de 
Pris was ſingle in his opinion, and had took no 
counſel to commit the violences, that he exerciſed 
towards me, without making any examination, and 
without going through the formalities ordained, and 
ſo religiouſly executed, without any alteration, 
for time out of mind, among all the forces and 
ſtates of his imperial and catholic majeſty, under 
the authority of his ſupreme council of war, whoſe 
honour and prerogatives were more attacked in 
what paſſed in this affair, than even my own 
perſon. | 

The third of September, about three o'clock in 
the afternoon, Pre ſent me an order to repair to 
the citadel of Anvers. It was a defamatory libel, 
rather had an order. This marquis of new date 
expreſſed himſelf thus, | 
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OapER of the marguis de Pris, to genera! count 
Bonneval, to repair to the citadel of Anvers. 


© A S we have ſurnmoned general count Bonne- 
| val, by general Wrangel, governor of this 
city, and by Neni, ſecretary of ſtate and war, to 
explain himſelf poſitively and clearly upon the 
oints contained in the order, which we have charged 

them with, and that he has ſaid nothing in the an- 
ſwer and declaration that he has given, which can 
Juſtify him concerning be miſchievons proceedings 
that he has carried on, and the bold and indecent 
diſcourſes that he has held at his houſe, before 
many of the nobility and citizens, who were at his 
aſſembly, on the 17th of laſt month, againſt the 
reſpect that is due to the repreſentation of his impe- 
rial and catholic majeſty, our auguſt maſter, with 
which, we have the honour to be inveſted ; and 
that he has thereby occaſioned thoſe falſe and ſhame- 
ful reports, which were ſpread to the greet ſcandal 
of this whole city of Bruſſels, by vile and abominable 
notes, that have been diſperſed in his name, and 
afterwards publiſhed in the ſame city by his ſecte- 
tary ; which has occaſioned ſtrong preſumption, 
that the ſaid count waz the true author of them, as 
alſo of the unjuſt imputation, which he has dared to 
make on perſons, who participate of our character, 
and ought to be reſpected by bim, and ſecure from all 
inſults ; and that beſides, the leave which he pave 
privalely to bis ſaid ſecretary, and bis precipitate? 
retreat into France, after baving diſperſed the 
firſt notes, as the ſaid count himſelf owns, far 
from juſtifying, accuſes him yet the more. That 
he has moreover openly refuſed, and confir- 
med it by a note, which he wrote to us with 
his own hand, under certain ill founded pretences, to 
receive the attachments, which we had given him 
provi- 
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proviſionally, on the firſt of this month, by the 
count de Wrangel, as governor of this city, con- 
formable to what has been always practiſed, which 
lays us under the neceſſity and obligation t ſecure 
big perſon, ſo that he may be in à place of ſurety, to 
give an account to the emperor of his behaviour : 
wherefore we command him, in the name of his 
imperial and catholic majeſty, for all the aforeſaid 
reaſons, and others by us reſerved, to repair with- 
out any delay to the caſtle of Anvers, 10 remain 
there until a freſh order and diſpoſal from his ma- 
jeſty : and we charge Tigny, adjucant-general of the 
court, bearer of the preſent order, to ſignify it to 
him, and to give him a copy thereof, if he de- 
mands it. Done at Bruſſels, September 3, 1724. 
Signed the marquis de Prie. 

Copy conformable io the original, figned Tigny, 
adjutant-general of the court, in the preſence of colonel 
count de Calemberg, colonel major Brandon, captain 
Dreſſeler, of Wehlen's regiment, the which is char- 
ged with the conduct, &c. 

I anſwered it by the following writing. 


G HE marquis de Prie having this day ſent 

the colonel and major Brandon M. de 
Tigny, adjutant of the court, with captain Dreſſeler, 
of Veblen's regiment of dragoons, for to ſignify to 
me, that he was neceſſitated and obliged to ſecure my 
perſon to give an account to the emperor of my be- 
haviour, he has ordered me, in the name of his 
majeſty, for the reaſons alledged in the ſaid order, 
and others by him reſerved, to repair, without any 
delay, to the caſtle of Anvers, to remain there un- 
til a freſh order, and diſpoſal of his ſaid majeſty ; 
and has charged general Tigny, bearer of the pre- 
ſent order, to ſignify it to me perſonally, and to 
give me a copy, if I demanded it. Signed, the 


marquis de Prie, Done at Bruſſels, Sept. 3, 1724. I 
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1 have made anſwer to M. de Tigny, in the pre- 
ſence of colonel and major de Brandon, that having 
told his excellency the count de Wrangel, and M. 
Neni, in preſence of the ſaid colonel Brandon, the day 
before yeſterday, being the firſt of this month, that 
I did not at all diſpute the authority of the marquis 
de Pri, as to the attachments, which he had 
given me, by means of his excellency the count de 


| FWrangel, but that they ſhould have paſſed by his 


excellency the marſhal count de Veblen, which was 
the right channel: and as I am a counſellor of war, 
and that my oath is to obſerve, and to make ob- 
ſerved the military rules, I cannot ſpeak otherwiſe, 


nor agree to what is demanded of me, contrary to 


my oath. 

I added to M. Neni again, the firſt of this 
month, that as to the ſaid attachments, if it pleaſed 
the marquis de Prie, to have me receive them in 
my houſe, that he would give me an order in his 
own hand, and ſigned by him, which I might im- 
part to his excellency the marfhal count Veblen, to 
receive the orders of the ſaid marſhal ; that then I 
ſhould accept of the attachments. As to-day he is 
about to remove me to Anvers, under the conduct 
of captain Dreſſeler, according to the order received - 
this day, the 3d of Sepiember, 1724, I have de- 
manded, in conformity to what I had ſaid the firſt 
of this month to general count de Vrangel, and to 
M. Neni, to have the original in my hands of the 
order of the marquis de Priz ; but M. de Tigny has 
told me, that he could not give it me, according 
to the orders that he had thereon, from the mar- 
quis de Pri. EE 
I alſo demanded of him time to communicate it 
to his excellency the marſhal de Vehlen, as is my 
obligation and oath, in quality of counſellor of war; 
and he anſwered me, that he had no orders from the 


marquis de Pri, to let me have the original, but 


only 
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only a copy conformable to the original, in which 
copy and original are the following words: and 
that beſides the leave, which be has privately given 
to the ſaid ſecretary, and his precipitate retreat into 
France, after having diſperſed the firſt notes, ac- 
cording as the ſaid count owns it, far from juſtifying 
him, it accuſes him the more. | 

As thoſe words might be interpreted to my pre- 
judice, as well as many others that are put into 
the ſaid order, I declare not to have accepted the- 
ſaid order, but ſimply as to what regards the ſaid 
decree -of Anvers, whereof I have ſent a copy to 
his excellency the marſhal de Veblen, by colonel de 
la Merveille, with a letter to receive his orders. 

Colonel de la Merveille, , being returned from 
the ſaid marſhal's, has reported to me, in preſence 
of colonel count de Calemberg, colonel de Brandon, 
major baron de Rheinſheim, M. de Groteck, captain 
in the Virtemberg regiment ; count de Bournon- 
ville, captain in Veblen's regiment 3 baron Ricdeſel, 
captain of grenadiers, in the regiment of Vir; and 
M. de Tigny, adjutant of the court, that he adviſed 
count Bouneval to ſubmit himſelf. 85 

Upon which the count de Bonneval ſaid to the 
company: Gentlemen, you hear what colonel de la 
Merveille ſays. I regard the advice of the marſhal 
as an order to go to Anvers, and I depart this mo- 
ment 10 execute it. r 

This writing is given to M. adjutant Tigny, in 
preſence of the above- named, for him to give it to the 
marquis de Pris, Signed M. Bonneval. At 
Bruſſels, September 3, 1724. 

I then ſer out for the reaſons that will appear in 
the relation that I ſent to the emperor. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon, the major 
of the place, an adutant of the court, named Tigny, 
and Dreſſeler, captain of dragoons in Veblen's regi- 
ment, entered my houſe. I had notice given me 
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a moment before, that my houſe was inveſted by 


fifty dragoons, followed by an infinite multitude of 
people. 

He aſked the major of the city, what new order 
he had. The adjutant Tigny anſwered, that it was 
he who was charged on the part of the marquis de 


Pri, to bring me that of which he preſently gave 


me the copy. 

I demanded the original, to ſend to marſhal de 
Veblen, and to wait his orders. The adjutant an- 
ſwered me, that he was ordered only to give me the 
copy. Nevertheleſs I inſiſted ſome time on having 
the original, and the adjutant all along continued 
to refuſe it ; ſo that I bid the adjutant ſign the copy, 
in preſence of the company, and added, that I 
liked his ſignature, as well as that of the marquis 
de Prie, which he did. | 5 

I then ſet out for Anvers, where I arrived the 
4th of September, an hour after midnight. Dreſſeler, 
captain in Veblen's regiment, coming into my 
chamber at nine o'clock in the morning to take 
leave of me, I aſked him for a copy, ſigned by 
him, of the order which he had from the marquis 
de Prit, addreſſed to general Wrangel, and of the 
receipt that the marſhal marquis de Rubbi, had 
given him. He made it on the ſpot, ſigned it, and 
had it figned by the cornet of the eſcort of fifty dra- 
goons, and then returned toBruſſels. Mats 64s 

At ten o'clock in the morning, the marſhal 


marquis de Rubbi came to viſit me, I made him 


read the copy of the order which the marquis de 
Prit had fent me by his adjutant, for to repair on 
his attatchment to the citadel of Anvers. And 
after the marquis de Rubbi had done reading of 
x, I faid to him, 5 
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SIX, 
* You have read this order of the marquis de 


Prit ; if it was conceived, as is cuſtomary, 
in pure and ſimple terms, for me to repair hither, 
I ſhould have nothing to ſay : But -as this order, 
by which he has obliged me to repair to the citadel 
of Anvers, is not an order, but an injurious mani- 
feſto, as you ſee, in which he accuſes me of many 
things that are againſt my honour and reputation 
and that moreover he declares in the ſame writing, 
that I muſt remain in this citadel till a new order 
and diſpoſal from his imperial and catholic majeſty ; 
I declare before you that I am your priſoner, until 
his ſaid majeſty ſhall have ordered otherwiſe, and 
that I do, not acknowledge the marquis de Pris 
any more for my ſuperior, but for my adverſary: 
Which I do the more juſtly, as I ſaw by the re- 
ceipt which you gave to the captain of dragoons, 
that the marquis de Prie ſtrips himſelf of all the 
authority that he pretends to have over me, by 
delivering me up to your orders, until our auguſt 
maſter ſhall order otherwiſe,* 
To which the marſhal marquis de Rubbi made 
| anſwer: Sir, it is the order that I received from the 
marquis de Prize, and you ſhall be as much maſter 
in the citadel as I am, until the emperor's com- 
mands. I am only ſorry that we cannot walk out 
together into the ciſy). Rs 
I then got ready to go out with him without tak- 
ing my ſword, but the marſhal marquis de Rubbi 
ſaid to me, Sir, why don't you take your ſword ? 
So having taken it, we went together to ſee the 
governor's houſe; which the marſhal, was willing 
I ſhould have for my lodging. 
It might perhaps be thought. that the behaviour 
of the marquis de Prii, with regard to me, being 
ſo irregular, I ought not to have made ſo much 
H 4 haſte 


104 MEMOIRS off 
haſte to ſet out for Auvers. It was indeed this im- 
mediate deſign, becauſe he always deſired to have 
a more preciſe order from marſhal de Vehlen: But 


I reſolved at once upon it, when being at his gar- 
den gate, two burgeſſes of the city of good faſhion 


accoſted me very warmly, who told me, that they 
came in behalf of all the faithful ſubjects of his 
| imperial and catholic majeſty, to aſſure me that 


I had nothing to do but to remain at my own houſe 
without fearing any thing, and that if I was offered 


the leaſt violence, they would -ſoon drive away the 


dragoons. | 
Seeing at the ſame time that they began to gather 


together in earneſt, I told thoſe burgeſſes that they 


muſt retire and remain in quiet. But my ſurprize 


was much greater, when on re-entring my chamber 
I faw a young woman, who approaching me with 
much eagerneſs, {lid a note into my hand, and diſ- 
appeared ſuddenly. Having read the note, which 
was viſibly an unknown and counterfeit character, 
and which I have ſent to his majeſty with the other 
Pieces, I called my ſervants to put the horſes to 
the coach directly. 

An officer hearing me talk in this manner, ſaid 
to me, Sir, are you going? Yes, and as ſoon 
as poſſible, anſwered I, for fear that worſe ſhould 
happen; and ſhewed him the note I had juſt re- 
ceived. 

| Nevertheleſs, in ſome ſort, to fave the honour 
of the ſupreme council of war, which was very 
much injured in my perſon, 1 defired colonel de 
la Merveille to go in all haſte to the marſhal de 
Jeblen's, and to tell me his anſwer, whatever it 


might be, becauſe that it was only for form. 


| In a moment after I got into my coach, and 
drove as hard as the horſes could ſer feet to ground, 
to get the ſooner out of the city ; for I was afraid 
that a longer ſtay might give occaſion for ſome 

com- 
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commotion or ſedition; and I was thoroughly 
perſuaded that thoſe fort of things are always con- 
trary to the ſervice of the government, Beſides, I 
had room to apprehend, that, entirely innocent as I 
was of fuch a diſpoſition in the inhabitants, the 
marquis de Price, who was the true cauſe of it, 
would not fail to make uſe of it with advantage 
againſt me; becauſe he would have imputed 
to me the tumult that might happen, if, however, 
he could have eſcaped the citizens, who were very 
much exaſperated and incenſed againſt him. 

The note which I have mentioned was expreſſed 


in theſe terms: 


His excellency general Bonneval has nothing 
to fear in his houſe from the violences of the mar- 
quis de Price, He ſhall be ſuccoured by the faith- 
ful ſervants of his majeſty, on the leaſt noiſe that 
ſhall be heard in his houſe; and they will attack 
the houſe of that ryrant at the ſame time, and 
take ſuch meaſures that he cannot eſcape; all 
Bruſſels being weary of his violences againſt the 
greateſt lords of the country, of his thefts and ra- 
pines, and of all the ſufferings under which we 
groan, without any hope of relief from the court; fo 
that the reremains no-other help for us than ourſelves. 


Signed, the faithful ſubjects of bis imperial majeſty. 


It is certain, that if T had a mind to have made 
any reſiſtance, I ſhould have been the ſtrongeſt, 
for Pri# was hated to the higheſt degree. I had part 
of my regiment at Bruſſels, and thoſe that were at 
Mons would not have failed coming to join me. 
The inhabitants of the country, and the citizens of 
other cities would have followed the example of the 
capital. There were few forces in it, and the place 
was badly furniſhed : Perhaps we ſhould have 


been aſſiſted, at leaſt underhandedly, by ſome of 
| the 
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the neighbouring powers. That thought did not 
occur to me; I feared that the note of which I juſt 
ſpoke, was only an artifice of my enemies. How- 
ever, that method would have been better than this 
that I have ſince taken. They have ſhewn me no 
Kindneſs for not having done the miſchief that I 
could ; perhaps they have puniſhed me for having 
had it in my power to do. I wanted reſolution I 
own it, and cannot but own, that I made a ſad 
figure in this affair. | | 

The marquis de Rubbi, governor of Anvers, 
treated me in the genteeleſt manner ; he was an ho- 
neſt man, and one of my particular friends; I .had 
all the liberty that a priſoner could reaſonably wiſh 
for. As ſoon as I was lodged, I thought of no- 
thing but my defence; I had been finely ſerved; 
they ſent me from Cambray the extract of a 
letter which Priẽ had wrote thither, to be commu- 
nicated to the plenipotentiaries of France and Spain, 
in which he had the confidence to aſſert, 

That general Banneval is an impoſtor without 
either religion or honeſty ; who has retracted the 
Paper that he diſperſed in Bruſſels, altho* the mar- 
In de Pris has convincing proofs that it came from 

im, 

That if he had not let his arreſt ſubſiſt, it was 
the retraction of general Bonneval that was the cauſę 
of it; and beſides, that he is better placed to wait 
the orders of the emperor. | | 

That general Bonneval is his chief enemy, who. 


has ſought this occaſion to give trouble to the mar- 


quis de Pris, and to his family; and that all that 
he has publiſhed, of the death of the marquis 
. Aiſeau, and concerning the queen of Spain, is 
one of the greateſt infamies, which has no being 
but in his own imagination, | 


That 
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That if the wife of him, the marquis de Pris, 
or his daughter, .had ſpoke in ſuch terms of crowned 
heads, and of a princeſs ſo reſpectable as the queen 
of Spain, he would have ſhut them up, and all 
thoſe who ſhould have dared to hold ſuch diſcourſe, 
even if it were the chief perſons in the Low-Coun- 
tries. That general Bonneval, by an unexemplary 
ingratitude, intended to play him a trick; forget- 
ting the important ſervices that the marquis had 
done him in [taly, at Vienna, and at Bruſſels; and 
that he was become his enemy, only becauſe he had 
refuſed him certain honours, and other demands 
which he could not grant, without prejudice to his 
rank and to the ſtate, 

That the count de Calemberg, whom general 
Bonneval cites for a witneſs to his forgery, was ready 
to give him the lye: That he talked of it as well as 
others. 

That he has very ſtrong proofs of the forgery; 
and moreover a certificate of major ———, who 

roves, that ſupping with the marquis de Prie and 
his family, he had heard nothing mentioned of it.“ 
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N T may be conjectured how highly I was in- 
iſ cenſed at theſe horrible calumnies. I made a 
1 verbal proceſs of all that had been done, from 
1 the firſt of September, to my arrival at the ci- 
1 tadel of Anvers, I wrote again to the emperor, 
1 with all the reſolution that my natural boldneſs, and 
1 my innocency could inſpire me with. I cannot 
I" make it better known, than by giving my letter ; 
{if and ſo much the rather, as I cannot abridge it with- 
i out taking away the greateſt part of its force. 

it | 


if SIX E, 

1 1 Have the honour to return again, a ſecond time, 
to the foot of your imperial and catholic ma- 

jeſty's throne, uppn what has paſſed between the 

marquis de Prie and me, ſince I took the liberty to 

fend to your imperial and catholic majeſty a relation, 

dated the 3oth of Auguſt, of the calumnies Me 

vent 
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vented in the houſe of that miniſter, againſt the 
honour of the queen of Spain, daughter of the late 
duke of Orleans. 5 3 

Your imperial and catholic majeſty will have the 
goodneſs to perceive, by this ſecond relation, which 
I moſt humbly lay at your feet, the violences of 
the marquis de Prie, from the firſt to the fourth of 
September, which I deign not to complain of, as I 
am but a low object, when my grievances are 
mingled with thoſe of ſuch a virtuous, great, and 
reſpectable princeſs, as her majeſty the queen of 
Spain, and that I ſhould willingly ſuffer many more 
to ſupport ſo honourable and Juſt a cauſe z and to 
obtain, from the piety and juſtice of your imperial 
and catholic majeſty, a ſatisfaction proportionate 
to the offence, which they would have committed 

ainſt her honour. 

My diſputes with the marquis de Prie conſiſt 
only of two heads, The firſt is a trifle, in compa- 
riſon of the other, It conſiſts in knowing whether 
J have offended the imperial repreſentation, by 
behaviour in this affair, againſt the houſe of de 
Prie : a point of diſcipline, of which the laudable 
council of war can ſoon inform your imperial and 
catholic majeſty. * 

The ſecond head, which is the moſt eſſential, is 
to know, whether the calumnies againſt the young 
queen of Spain, have been uttered in that miniſter's 
houſe, and by whom, This is the principal object 
of this great affair, and upon which, Sire, I have 
the honour moſt humbly to intreat your imperial 
and catholic majeſty to order, that prince Emanuel 
of Naſſau, major- general and chamberlain, may 
be examined by the council of war; as alſo Rouſſeau, 
at his entreaty; and that they may be both examined 
upon oath, on all that they have heard ſaid at the 
marquis de Prie's, and elſewhere, againſt the honour 

of the queen of Spain, and their teſtimonies brought 
| to 


n 
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to your imperial and catholic majeſty : Rouſſeat 
ſet out from Bruſſels, on the 2d of September. 

I have alſo the honour moſt humbly to intreat 
your imperial and catholic rnajeſty, to order that 
there may be examined at Bruſſels, every one by 
their juriſdictions, and alſo on oath ; 

The count de Valſalſine, governot of the pro- 
vince of Limbourg, 

The count de Lannoy, colonel, 

The count de Calemberg, colonel, 

The count de Konigſet, who is married to the 
daughter of the count a* Erps, 

The count de Bournonville, captain of dragoons, 
in Veblen's regiment, | 

The rhinegrave de Salm, lieutenant colonel of my 


regiment, 


The marchioneſs de Villaroel ; 
For to declare all that they have heard againſt the 


honour of the queen of Spain, and who were the per- 


{ons that were preſent with them at the aſſemblies, 
converſations, and viſits at the marquis and mar- 


chioneſs de Priz's houſe; and that thoſe who ſhall 


be named by the aforeſaid evidences, to have been 
preſent, may be cited before their judges and juriſ- 
dictions, and equally interrogated as well as the 


Others, to declare the truth upon oath. 


But as by the violences that have been com- 
mitted againſt me, on the part of the marquis de 
Priz, he would not only revenge himſelf on my 
perſon, but moreover ſhew the witneſfes of thofe 


calumnies that were ſpread at his houſe, to what 
exceſs he ſhould carry his vengeance againſt thoſe 


who ſhould dare to declare the truth, and to inti- 
midate them by my example, and by the abuſe 
that he has made of the power, with which your im- 
perial and catholic majeſty has inveſted him; to 


the great prejudice of your majeſty's ordinances, 
and of the prerogatives granted to your laudable 


council 
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council of war over all the military. It is upon 
this, Sire, that I have the honour, moſt humbly 
and moſt earneſtly to repreſent, that the ſaid mar- 
quis de Prie may be ſuſpended from all the autho- 
rity which he has in the Auſtrian Low-Countries, as 
miniſter plenipotentiary of your imperial and ca- 
tholic majeſty, till our controverſy is ended. 

I defire moreover to have it referred, at my 
requeſt, to the laudable council of war; that my 
perſon and all things may be replaced and reſtored, 
even as is juſt, to the ſtate they were in, before the 
violence that the marquis de Pris committed u 
me on the 1ſt of September, and which did not 
end till the 4th; to the end, that the imputations 
which he has laid againſt me, may be juridically ex- 
amined and judged at my requeſt, that juſtice may 


be done, as well to her majeſty the queen of Spain, 


asto me, each according to their grievances. 

It is expected from the juſtice and clemency of 
your imperial and catholic majeſty, that you will 
be pleaſed to nominate commiſſioners, with power 


to examine all de Prit's family, upon the evidences 


that ſhall be given in this affair, to confront the 
witneſſes, and afterwards to refer the whole to the 
pious, wiſe, and enlightened judgment of your 
imperial and catholic majeſty, I hope alſo, out 
of your great juſtice, that if your imperial and 
catholic majeſty ſhall find, that the letters written 
to baron de Pentenrieder at Cambray, and to Fonſeca 
our miniſter at Paris, are ſuch as the extract 
which has been ſent me from France, and of which 
the copy is in the pleces hereunto annexed, where 
M. de Prié treats me as an impoſtor, 4 man with- 
out faith or religion, and one who has retratted what 
he had advanced, &c, T hope, I ſay, that your 
imperial and catholic majeſty will be pleaſed to do 
me the favour. to order, that if the marquis de Pris 


cannot prove what he has advanced to all Europe 


I againſt 
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againſt me, to be true, he may be charged to his 
face, with the ignominy with which he would have 
blackened my reputation, and that all che ticles 
which -he has given me, may fall again on him- 


ſelf. 
For all which things I have the honour to caſt 


myſelf at your imperial and catholic majeſty's feet, 


to demand juſtice upon him, And as no informa- 


tion can be made here againſt him, to whom you 


have entruſted your power and Authority ;z and it is 
againſt the rules of equity, that any one ſhould be 
judge in his own cauſe; I take the liberty to requeſt 
moſt humbly, a ſecond time, of your imperial and 
catholic majeſty, that the ſaid marquis de Prit 
may be deprived of all power, during the continu- 
ance of our difference ; and that you nominate ſuf- 
ficient commiſſioners to examine the marquis and 
marchioneſs de Prie, and their daughter the coun- 


teſs de Apremont, upon facts and articles; without 


which, Sire, her majeſty the queen of Spain will 
remain without ſatisfaction, for the ſlanders invented 
againſt her honour, and myſelf without obtaining 
juſtice from the greateſt and moſt juſt emperor that 
ever reigned. „ 

And as in theſe ſort of affairs, a good ſecurity 
muſt be given to your imperial and catholic ma- 
jeſty, my head ſhall anſwer for all that I have had 
the honour to advance to you. 

I dare alſo flatter myſelf, that the baron de Pen- 
tenrieder and Fonſeca, your imperial and catholic 
majeſty's miniſters at Cambray and at Paris, knew 


. too well their duty, to have ſhewed the defamatory 


libel of the marquis de Pri?, againſt a man of my 


rank and birth, to the congreſs of Cambray, and to 


the French ſecretary of ſtate. But if by chance they 
have forgot themſelves ſo far, I leave to your ma- 


jeſty's diſpoſal, the ſatisfaction that I may pretend 


to, againſt a procedure fo unuſual among the mi- 
niſters 
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as the former. 
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niſters of your imperial and catholic majeſty, who 
are not appointed to be employed in things of this 
nature, without an expreſs order from their ſupe- 
riors; Praying you moreover to order, that the ori- 
ginals of the ſaid letters may. be remitted to your, 


imperial and catholic majeſty, by the two miniſ- 


ters who have received them; and that if they 
have ſhewn them to the foreign miniſters at Cam- 
bray and Paris, they may be obliged to declare to 
thoſe ſame miniſters, that they did it imprudently 
and without any order ; adding thereunto, that they 
had received an order from your imperial and ca- 
tholic majefly, to make ſuch a declaration, as 1s 
always practiſed on the like occaſions. a 

Your imperial and catholic majeſty will pot 
take it amiſs, if thro? the clamour that the marquis 
de Pri has made every where, I have been con- 
ſtrained, in defence of my honour, to ſend to Paris 
and Cambray relations of all that has paſſed ; and 
that I have moſt humbly beſeeched your imperial 
and catholic majeſty, that the witneſſes that I have 
named, may be heard juridically at Bruſſe/s upon 
the affair of the queen of Spain, under ſhelter, 
nevertheleſs, from the tyrannical power of the mar- 
quis de Prie: This is what ought to be hoped. for, 
from the clemency of the molt juſt monarch in the 


world. Signed, M. Bonneval, at ihe Caftle of 


Anvers, September 8, 1724. : 
I wrote alſo the following letter to the council of 


war, and I have tranſcribed it for the ſame reaſons 
| oe 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


OUR moſt ſerene highneſs, your excellen-- 


cies, and gentlemen of the laudable council 
of war, will find by the relation hereunto annexed, 
all that has happened at Bruſſels, from the 1ſt" vt 
September to the 4th of the ſame mont. 
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The marquis de Prit has infringed the laws and 
privileges of the laudable council! of war, in a 
manner unheard of till now; and which can 
neither be tolerated, nor paſſed over in ſilence, 
by your moſt ſerene highneſs, your excellencies, 
and gentlemen of the Jaudable council of war, with- 
out a total loſs of the juriſdiction of ſuch a reſpect- 
able body, of which I have the honour to be a 
member. 

They will fully perceive, that I am leſs at- 
tacked in all that has paſſed, than the military corps 
of his imperial and catholic majeſty, and the coun- 
cil that has the ſupreme- direction thereof; alſo I 
leave myſelf abſolutely to their deciſion. 

I ſhall content myſelf with lay ing open the fads, 
as if I had no part in the affair, being ſingularly 
buſied as I am, in demanding of his imperial and 
catholic majeſty, our auguſt maſter, the ſatisfaction 
due to her majeſty the queen of Spain; an object 
that I do not quit, and in regard to which, all the 
reſt ſeems to me a trifle, For I think myſelf too 
happy in having ſuffered all the violence of an un- 
uſt miniſter that abuſcs his power, and I am quite 
Prepared to endure more, if it muſt be, for ſo fair 
and honourable a cauſe, notwithſtanding the con- 
ſiderations that my birth and my poſts demand. 

Therefore 1 look upon all that the marquis de 
Prit has done to me, as a private offence, for 
which I can in proper time and place, have fatis- 
faction by myſelf. But as ro what regards the 
juriſdiction of your moſt ſerene highneſs, your ex- 
cellencies, and the gentlemen of the laudable council 
of war, I leave myſelf thereon, to the reflections 
hereunto annexed, of one of my friends, upon which 
your moſt ſerene highneſs, your excellencies, and 
gentlemen of the laudable council of war, will give 
what attention they think proper. 
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I have the honour to ſend chem my letter to his 
imperial and catholic majeſty, with all the pieces, 
and moſt humbly beſeech them to order, that prince 
Emanuel of Naſſau may be interrogated, upon what 
he has heard faid of the queen of Spain; as allo. 
M. Ronſſoau, whoſe evidence, as penſioner, and 
one attached to his ſerene highneſs prince Eugene, 
ought to be depended on by the laudable council of 
war: They will both be at Vienna. | 

I take the liberty to ſend a liſt to his imperial 
and catholic majeſty, and to the laudable council 
of war, of thoſe, whoſe depoſitions I would have 
taken upon oath, on the ſubject of the calumnies 
ſpread abroad againſt the honour of the queen of 
Spain, who are in this country, and the moſt part 
officers in the army, viz. 

The count de Valſaſſine, governor of the province 
of Limbourg, | 

The count de Lannoy, colonel, 

The count de Calemberg, colonel, 

The count de Konigſek, who has married the 
daughter of count 4 Erps, 1 | 

The count de Bournonville, captain in YVetlen's 
regiment of dragoons, | 

The rheingrave de Salm, lieutenant colonel of my 
regiment, who is at Nanci in Lorrain. I deſire 
that an order may be ſent to him for to come to 
Bruſſels, to make his depoſition z and the marchio- 
neſs de Villaroel, who, as wife to one of his imperial 
majeſty's general officers, as well as priſoner in Spain, 
is ſubject to the council of war; | | 

To the end that all may depoſe upon oath, what they 
have heard ſpoken againſt the honour of the, queen 
of Spain, at the marquis and marchioneſs de Prie's 
houſe, &c. For I do myſelf the honour to refer to 
the copy of my letter to his imperial and catholic 
majeſty, for all that relates to your moſt ſerene 


highneſs, your excellencies, and gentlemen of the 
| 12 laudable 


and of the laudable council of war, that they order 
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laudable council of war, as tho? I had written it to 
themſelves. I humbly intreat them to accept what 
they will find therein, which ſhall belong to the 
juriſdiction of the laudable council of war, as being 
requeſted of them on my part: For in doing 
otherwiſe, it would -multiply the writing to infi- 
city. 

I hall only add here, that it is the intereſt of the 
juriſdict ion of your moſt ſerene highneſs. your ex- 
cellenc ies, and gentlemen of the laudable council 
of war, to give me the liberty I had before the 
outrages of the marquis de Prie, beginning the firſt 
of September, and ending only on the fourth in the 
morning, and to order at the ſame time, that 
the complaints which the plenipotentiary mar- 
quis de Priẽ makes againſt me, may be ule | 
and juridically examined by thoſe that your moſt 
ſerene highneſs, your excellencies, and the gentlemen 
of the laudable council of war ſhall appoint; and 
afterwards to proceed to puniſhment or acquittal, 
by the laudable council of war, according to what 
ſhall be proved for or againſt me, or againſt my 
accuſers, neither deſiring favour nor fearing juſtice 


in this affair. 


As to the reſt, my lord and gentlemen, your moſt 
ſerene highneſs, your excellencies, and gentlemen of 
the laudable council of war, will ſee by the extract 
of the marquis de Pri?'s letter, that this miniſter 
having publickly accuſed me of being an impoſtor, 
on the ſubject of the clamours touching the queen of 
Spain, which he ſaid that J ſpread about myſelf in 
the city; it is no more in my power to ſpare him 
on this affair, and that it is indiſpenſably for my 
reputation, that the title of impaſtor, a man without 
faith or religion, &c. revert again to him, or fall 
upon me. 

Therefore I requeſt both of his imperial majeſty 


the 
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the witneſſes herein above named, to be heard here 
and at Vienna, upon all that has paſſed in de Prit's 
houſe. Fur by his imprudence and haughtineſs, 
he has put it out of my power to deſiſt or draw back 
from the judgment. The thing is now too far 
ſpread over all Europe, either by the diſcourſe which 
he has held publickly and in full council, or by the 
letters which he has written on all ſides, as arro- 
gant as they are full of falſities and lyes. He nat 
only would hide his fear under his boldneſs, but he 
thinks he can alſo do it by confounding two atf- 
fairs which have no relation together, to wit, what 
I have ſaid on the ſubject, of the certainty I was in 

of the diſcourſes full of calumny againſt the queen of 
Spain, really held in his houſe, and the method I 
made uſe of to make known to the publick that they 


were falſities and lyes; | 
The firſt point regards the houſe of France and 


the young queen of Spain, for which he has forced 
me to demand ſatisfaction, by his diſcourſe full of 
inſults, offence and pride, and by his circular let- 
ters, to puſh this affair to the utmoſt, which can- 
not be to the reputation of him and his houſe, in 
whatever manner it ends. | | 

The ſecond is only a pretended failure of diſci- 
pline, to examine by a council of war. And it is 
at moſt, as if, for example, the colonel of my regi- 
ment, to whom I owe two or three thouſand florins, 
ſhould have highly abuſed me ; for after he 
ſhould be puniſhed for want of reſpect and ſubordi- 
nation to his ſuperior, I ſhould be nevertheleſs 
obliged to pay him the ſum which had been the oc- 
caſion of our diſpute. | 

On the firſt point, I have the honour to demand 
juſtice of his imperial and catholic majeſty, and of 
the ſupreme council of war, and that they hear the 
evidence juridically; for it myſt be known 2 


I 3 
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ſhall be the impoſtor, the man without faith or re- 
ligion, &c. the marquis de Prit or l. 
The ſecond point confiſts of the inſults done to 
my rank and birth by the marquis de Prie, that 1 
requeſt may be examined according to the military 
pragmatic of his imperial and catholic majeſty ; and 
that the ſaid marquis de Pris be no more both judge 
and party. Signed, M. Bonneval, at ihe caſtle of 
Anvers, September 8, 1724.“ | 

As Pri had ſaid in his letter that the count de 
Calemberg, whom I cited for a witneſs, was ready 
to give me the lye ; I ſhewed him the extract that 
was ſent me, and he wrote the following letters to 
count de Windiſgrat at Cambray, and to baron de 
Fonſeca at Paris. 


A letter from the count de Calemberg o the count de 
Windiſgratz at Cambray, 


SIX. | | 
T Have juſt learned, with much ſurprize, that the 
I marquis de Priz ſhould have writ lately to the 
baron de Pentenrieder ambaſſador at Cambray, as 
well as to ſome other perſon at Paris; that I was 
ready to give the lye to general count Bonneval, on 


aà certain paper, which has been ſpread in this city, or 


perhaps on ſome other circumſtances, which regard 
that odious affair which has made ſuch a noiſe 
here. 2 7 

I could not imagine that the marquis de Prit 
could have made ſuch a declaration, becauſe it is 
entirely contrary to the truth, and that I am inca- 
pable of having . ſuch thoughts againſt general 


count Bonneval, who has done me the honour to be 


one of my friends for many years. I always knew 
him to be a man of honour, open and juſt in all his 
ſentiments: And as I ſhould he extremely troubled 

that any one ſhould believe me capable of ſuch a 
| black 


| tary 
and 


Judge 


It de 
eady 

that 
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black act againſt a friend that J honour; and leſt 
this report, true or falſe, that is made of me, may, 
by ſpreading itſelf, take root among perſons who 
know not my character; I have thought it neceſſary 
to write thereupon to your excellency, to intreat you, 
that if this report ſhould be ſpread in your cantons, 
you would be pleaſed to do me the favour to un- 
deceive thoſe, whoſe knowledge it may come to, 
as a thing abſolutely falſe. I have the honour co tell 
you at the fame time, that I never wrote to any 
perſon about this affair, but only when with my 
friends I might have talked of ſuch incredible news 
as was ſpread about here; I might without doubt 
name my authors to thoſe that asked it of me, as 
I ſhall always name them when I ſhall be required 
in form, without however accuſing any body with 
having invented it, becauſe I believe all men of ho- 
nour incapable of ſuch invention. But altho* I do 
not meddle in any fort with the grounds of this 
affair; I do not diſown that I have always thought 
the procedure of his excellency the marquis de 
Pris, very precipitate and very irregular towards 
the aforeſaid general count Bonneval, I have con- 
cealed that ſentiment, as this proceeding is injurious 
to his imperial and catholic majeſty's officers, and 
to the authority of the ſupreme council of war, which 
is the only competent judge of militaries, and alone 
has a right to inflit on a general or high officer, a 
puniſhment as great as is in our ſervice, that of a 
caſtle for a priſon. 

I beg a thouſand pardons of your excellency, for 
taking the liberty to trouble you with this apology. 


As you are pleaſed to honour me with your friend- 


ſhip, and as I know moreover your inclination for 
truth, I believed that you would not take it ill that 
I unfold this to you, to the end,, that when oppor- 
tunity ſerves, you may do me the favour to juſtify 


me where you ſhall find it neceſſary, I have 
I 4 the 
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the honour to be with the utmoſt reſpect, Ec, 
Signed, the count de Calemberg, Bruſſels, Septem- 
ber 18, 1724. 


Second letter of the count de Calemberg to the count 
de Windiſgratz, written ſince that of the 14th of 
September. 


1 Have the honour to acquaint your excellency that 

I cannot yet get out of my aſtoniſhment, which 
I] have been in, to ſee myſelf named in a copy of a 
letter, written by the marquis de Prie to the baron 
de Pentenrieder and to M. de Fonſeca, upon which 
J have had the honour to write to you before. If 
that letter is true, it will be very diſadvantageous to 
the marquis de Prie, ſince I repeat it on my ho- 
nour, that there 1s nothing more falſe in the world ; 
and that ſince all this controverſy, I have not had the 
leaſt converſation in the world with the marquis, nei- 
ther directly nor indirectly, And tho? we dined 
once together ſince the letter was written, he has 
not, either then, or before, or after, ever opened 
his mouth to me on that matter: ſo that I am forced 
to declare that it is a perfect ſlander, that ſome 
lover of hyperboles muſt have invented : and I re- 

t it again, that I never can believe the marquis 
de Pri could have writ a thing ſo abſolutely falſe. 
But if after all, it ſhould proceed from the moſt 
reſpectable perſon in the world, I cou!d not avoid 
giving him the ſame epithets, 

What comforts me is, that I am perſuaded that 
all perſons of honour that know me, will do me 
juſtice on this account, and general count Bonneval 
one of the firſt. I intreat your excellency to make 
uſe of this confirmation of my former, to perfect the 
undeceiving of thoſe, who might be inſtructed by 
it. As to the reſt, this affair continues to make a 
great noiſe here, and I believe that ic will yet make 

| much 
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much more a fortnight hence. I have the honour 
to be with much reſpect, Sc. Signed, the count 
de Calemberg.* | 


LETTER from the count de Calemberg, to the 
baron de Fonſeca, bis imperial and catholic ma- 
Jeſty's miniſter at Paris. 


SIX, 

I have juſt heard from the count Bonneval, that 
he had ſent him from Paris, an extract of a 
pretended letter of his excellency the marquis de 
Prie, which he had addreſſed to you, Sir; and had 
acquainted you among other things, that I was ready 
to give the lye to general count Bonneval, on certain 


: writings, or diſcourſes, which relate to the trouble- 
ſome affair, which has made ſuch a noiſe here. 


As the term of a lye 1s very offenſive, eſpecially 
to gentlemen of our profeſſion, I could not refrain 
from proving the falſity of the aboveſaid declara- 
tion, and I could not diſpenſe with having the ho- 
nour to write to you, to declare to you, on my 
honour, that during the time of this controverſy, I 
have not had any converſation, either directly or 
indirectly, with his faid excellency the marquis de 
Prié; fo that it is impoſſible for me to believe, that 
the marquis de Prie ſhould have wrote you a thing 
ſo remote from all appearance of truth. 

But ſeeing that this account is come to the 
count Bonneval, directly from Paris, and that I 
ſhould be very much vexed, that any one in that 
city, or elſewhere, thought me capable of ſuch an 
enormity againſt a friend that I honour, and whom 
I have always known to be juſt in his ſentiments, I 
take the liberty, Sir, to addreſs myſelf to you, as 
to the miniſter of our auguſt maſter, to deſire that 
you will do me the favour, when occaſion ſerves, to 
declare to thoſe, who may have been informed of 

| it, 
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it, that this diſcourſe is abſolutely falſe, and a flan- 
derous invention ; ſeeing that I am incapable of 
ſuch thoughts, and am very much offended, at 
their-having dared to involve me 1n this affair, 

I hope, Sir, that you will do me this ſmall ſer- 
vice, in teſtimony of the truth. I fhall be highly 
obliged to you for it, and ſhall diligently ſeek all 
occaſions to ſhew you the ſincere acknowledgment 
and perfect regard with which I have the honour 
to be, c. "Signed, tbe count ae Calemberg. 
Bruſſels, September 19, 1724. 

My friends did not forget me in theſe ſad cir- 
cumſtances; they wrote on all ſides conformable to 
the truth, and to what I myſelt had writ to the 
emperor, and to the council of war, on this affair; 
that is to ſay, on the calumaies diſperſed againſt 
the queen of Spain. I ſhall relate but one of theſe 
letters: it is the count de Lannoy's, to his brother-in- 
law, count Konig/ek, general of Tranſylvania. 


S IX, 

ERHAPS your excellency will not be ſorry to 

have an account of a great bultle that has been 

made here, for fome time paſt; z the circumſtances 

of which may render it more ſerious than is thought 

for, and in which I have not been without ſome 
ſhare. 

By a letter which I wrote ſome time ago to my 
ſiſter, you may fee that a report was ſpread here, 
that the marquis &i/eau was aſſaſſinated at Ma- 
drid. It was the counteſs d' Apremont, who had this 
news from the princeſs of Hohen- gollern, canoneſs 
of Miſterbilz, and ſaid that it came from madam 
de Reve, canoneſs of the ſame chapter, who had 
received it from her brother, who is in the Spaniſh 
ſervice. 

I had ſpent ſome days i in the country; and came 


to town, on the 1oth paſt, On my arrival, I 
learned 


cle 
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earned this news, which gave me much concern. 
The next day, being Friday, I went to the mar- 
chioneſs de Prie's, who preſently lamented very 
much on that accident. And as I deſired to learn 
ſome of the circumſtances of it, the marchioneſs 
told me, I have no! time: go into my daughter”s 
apartment, it is fhe that bas the news, I went 
immediately. She gave me the ſame account of his 
death, and told me that there was already many 
particular perſons in town, who had letters of it, 
but nevertheleſs could not name any of them. 

I went preſently every where that I thought there 
were any who had correſpondents in Spain. I 
found nobody who knew any thing of it, which 
comforted me very much. She had only told me, 
that it was madam de Reve, who had received the 
news from her brother. The next day I did not 
go to the marchioneſs de Prie*'s, nor on the Sunday 
morning. The ſame day I dined at count Calem- 
berg*s, where I found madam 4 Apremont, who on 
my arrival made it a ſecret, and ſaid at laſt; that 
the dowager ducheſs of Aremberg had ſupped at her 
houſe in the evening, and had faid, that ſhe had a 
particular letter from Spain, which confirmed this 
misfortune, This gave me much uneaſineſs. 
Moreover ſhe ſaid openly, that this misfortune had 
happened, becauſe the aforeſaid marquis had an in- 
trigue with the queen; that it had been the occaſion 
of his arreſt ; that be was aſſoſſmated in à gallery, 
near the queens apartment, and afterwards thrown 
out of window. | 

I anſwered to it, that I could give little credit 
to ſuch a thing. Afterwards they talked little of 
it at that time. At night I paſſed the evening at 


the marchioneſs de Prie's, whom I found with 


many ladies and gentlemen. She preſently called 


me to her, and talked to me again of that preten- 


ded aſſaſſination, and told me alſo, that it was ſaid, 
that 
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that it was thro” the queen, with a thouſand little 
romances beſides, that would be too long to put 
in writing. 

I told her, that as for the aſſaſſination, I very 
much feared, that it was true; much more, as 


madam 4 Apremont had aſſured me, that madam 


4 Aremberg, had told her, that ſhe had a particular 


letter about it from Spain. To which madam de 


Prit made anſwer ; how could my daughter ſay that ? 
for ſhe but juſt ſpoke to madam d' Aremberg. 

I told her alſo, that as for the circumſtances 
about the queen, I could never believe them. She 
ſaid that it was told her, that there were many let- 
ters about it in town. At laſt ſhe talked much 
about it openly. I always anſwered in the ſame 
ſtrain as above. This continued the evening and 
ended it. The next day, being Manday, I went to 
the marchioneſs de Pric's, who continued all along 
to talk of the ſame thing, and in the ſame tone: I 
anſwered as uſual, I went into her daughter's 
apartment, who held the ſame converſation, She 
reproached me alſo with having made a quarrel be- 
tween her and her mother, upon what ſhe had ſaid 
of the duchels of Aremberg. I ſaid to her, you 
SPould remember, Madam, that you told it me, I. 
is true, ſaid ſhe, But at preſent I am obliged to 
diſown it, and to ſay that the ducheſs did not tell it 
me, but that I was told ſo. 

They continued the whole day, in the ſameutone, 
and the next day, the 15th of Augyf?, the day of 
their excellencies departure for Oſtend. I went in 
the morning to'take my leave, The ladies talked 


_ continually of the ſame thing, and the marchionels, 


with ſo many romances, that impatient with hear- 
Ing all her ſillineſs, I ſaid to her, Madam, indeed 1 
know what that court is, 1 aſſure you that - they do 
not go lo the queen's toilet, eſpecially the queen of 

__ Spawn#s, 
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Spain's, as they go to that of madam d'Apremont's, 
She made me no anſwer. 

That moment the prince of E/quilache came in, 
who hearing the converſation, faid, that one of his 
gentlemen had alſo a letter from Spain, wherein 
without naming the marquis d' Aiſeau, it was ſaid 
to him, you know without doubt the tragical hiſtory, 
which bas happened at our court. It is too important 
to be truſted to paper. Upon this I ſaid to her, 
Madam, I ought to believe it, fince your ſon ſays it, 
but I ſhould be glad to ſee the letter. To this he 
alſo ſaid nothing, and they ſet out for Otend. 

In the afternoon, I wrote to madim de Reve, to 
learn ſome circumſtances. She anſwered me, that 
far from having ſpread that news, it was near five 
months ſince ſhe had heard from her brother. 

You ſee, Sir, the fine character of this lady. 
This certainly is not the firſt that ſhe has 
made in her life. The belt of all is, that the mar- 
quis 4 Aiſeau, according to all appearance, is well, 
and knows nothing of the diſorders that he cauſes 
in this country. 

I am come now to the ſecond point of my diſ- 
courſe, which will not be the ſhorceſt, but in requi- 
tal the moſt curious. I have told you the truth of 


what 1 heard; others ſay, that they have heard 


yet more; I was not there; I know nothing of it. 
I paſſed to my ſecond point. 

The count Bonneval, who ſince he has been in 
this city, has had the beſt company in Bruſſels at 
his houſe, and by his politeneſs and engaging beha- 


viour, has drawn the attention of all the nobility, as 
many perſons reported to him, the diſcourſe that 


was held in the city, and at madam de Pri?'s, de- 
clared at his houſe, on the 17th of Auguſt, being 
the day of 'a concert, where he had many. of the 
nobility, that he had learned, that the diſcourſe 


here mentioned, was held of the queen of Spain; 


and 


rm en EEOC 
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and that he was willing all the world ſhould know, 
that he ſaid, that all thoſe who had ſpoke of the 


queen of Spain, in thoſe terms, were baſe and wicked 


men, and the women whores, who deſerved to have 
their gown-tails cut off ; becauſe it did not become any 
one to talk in thoſe terms of a queen of Spain, ſprung 
from the houſe of France, tho it ſhould be even in the 
houſe of the marquis de Prie, ſub-gover-nor of the 
Low-Countries, his wife, or his daughter. | 

Behold then the rough draught of a very ſerious 
ſtory, as you will perceive by the ſequel, and 
which will make a great noiſe in Europe. This 
hiſtory has made ſo much noiſe here, that it is 
ſaid, that France has been informed of it, and even 


the embaſſadors at Cambray : that the houſe of 


Orleans, eſpecially, makes a great clamour ; and 
others do not know it yet. | 

Above all, there are thoſe who pretend, that the 
marquis de Prie muſt have been witneſs to all the 
the diſcourſes. As for me, I cannot ſay it, becauſe 
when I was there he was abſent. 

The marquis de Pris returnedfrom Oftend, the 2 iſt 
at night. The next day evening he heard with aſto- 
niſhment all the noiſe that this affair had cauſed, 
and particularly what count Bonneval had declared, 
and that he had acquainted the emperor, the coun- 
cil of war, the prince, and ſeveral miniſters, with 
his behaviour, He learned alſo, that the foreign 
courts were informed of it. This very much dif- 
quieted him; and he was ſeveral days without 
knowing what to do. 

Perplexed to the higheſt degree, at length, on 
the firſt of this month, he held a junto, compoſed 
of the marſhal general Wrangel, two gentlemen 
of the long robe, and Neni, who at preſent has the 
charge at Navarro. He there deliberated upon 
what he ought to do with count Bonneval. Almoſt 


all of them ſaid, that it was requiſite to * 
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the court with it, and to wait for orders about ir. 
There was only one gown- man, and himſelf, 
that were of a contrary opinion. The fame 
day general JYrangel, M. Nen, and colonel 
Brandon, major of this city, went by the mar- 
uis de Prie's order to general Bonneval's houſe, and 
told him, that they were ordered to ſhew him a paper 
that was ſpread throughout the city in his name, of 
which this is the tenor. 

The marchioneſs de Prie, and ber daughter the 
counteſs d' Apremont have uttered in their bouſes, in 
full aſſembly, and in the preſence of the marquis de 
Prie, ſub-governor of the Auſtrian Low-Countries, 
busband of the ſaid marchioneſs, and have ſpread 
abroad the following reports, as well in their conver- 
ſations, as at their table, & c. to wit, they bad let- 
ters, importing that the marquis d' Aiſcau, à Fle- 
ming, had been aſſaſſinated in Spain, for baving 
been found at night in the queen's apartments, and 
that this was the cauſe of that princeſs having been 
out of favour with their majeſties ber father-in-law, 
and Don Lewis, the preſent king, her busband. 

This diſcourſe was reported to count Bonneval, 
general of foot in his imperial and catholic majeſty's 
ſervice, who has publiſhed throughout all the city of 
Bruſſels, hat the men who held ſuch diſcourſe 
were rogues and villains, and the women, whores, 
that deſerved to have their gown-tails cut off, ſince it 
did not become any one to attack the reputation of 
ſach a great princeſs, ſprung from the auguſt houſe 
of France, and now queen of Spain. 

That the ſaid count Bonneval, did not except any 
perſon or houſe in Bruſſels, 1hs* even it ſhould be 
that of the marquis de Prie, his wife, or his daugh- 
ter, alths be is ſub-governor of the Low-Coun- 
tries, unleſs they give him inconteftable proefs of 
what they have ſo publickly reported againſt that great 
princeſs, and in the preſence of ſo many people. —_ 
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Theſe are the chief heads of this hiſtory, which 
is not yet at an end. There is another yet; which 
is, that when be gave his anſwer to meſſieurs 
Frangel and Neni, he did not give the title of ex- 
cellency to the marquis de Prie. They aſked 
him the.reaſon ? he anſwered, that having given it, 
for five months together, to the marquis de Price, 


and it having never been returned him, he would 


never give it him any more, unlels he returned it 
him, as he ought, ſince the prince and ail the other 
miniſters gave it him. But he made ſo little ac- 
count of chat empty title, that if the marquis de 
Prie would give it him once, he would return it 
him again five times. 

The other effential part is, that he acquainted 
the marſhal, that he had proteſted before witneſſes 
that he did not anſwer at all to meſſieurs Wrangel 
and Next, as to a juridical examination. 

And to compleat this enterprize, our great miniſ- 
ter held a junto in the evening, of the marſhal], 
Wrangel, Neni, and two gentlemen of the long 
robe. He was ſingle in his opinion, and purſued 
his point, as you have ſeen. And to do it more 
circumſpectly, he ordered governor Wrangel to 
go the patrole himſelf that night, and- that the next 
day the city-gates ſhould not be opened until nine 
o'clock. Belides he poſted dragoons there, to pre- 
vent any officer from going out of the city, even 
a general, He believed, without doubt, that the 
other had a mind to run away. Moreover, he 
took the precaution to place a ſerjeant and three 
men, at the different avenues to his houſe, and in 
the ſtreets near it; as alſo in St. Gudale's church- 
yard, and at the bottom of the little ſtair-caſe, be- 
hind the chappel of the holy ſacrament, beſides an 
adjutant of the city-guard, who was poſted in the 
church-yard, with a horſe ſaddled at the foot of 


the ſtair-caſe. All theſe guards remained until 


Saturday 
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Faturday, two o'clock in the afternoon, altho' he 
had agreed with, and given his word to, M. de 
MWrangel, that he would ſtay at home two days; 
not as under arreſt, as he had made a proteſt againſt 
it, but to give time to the marquis de Prie, to paſs 
his attachments by the way, that is uſed in the im- 
perial ſervice. 

You may believe, perhaps, that this is the 
whole ; but you are going to ſee ſomewhat more 
curious. The marquis de Prie, not contented with 
that, ruminating always on the work that this had 
cut out for him at Vienna, with the emperor him- 
ſelf, and with the council of war, without reckon- 
ing what perhaps France or Spain might do for 
him, and accuſing M. Bonneval with being a (an- 
derer, held a council again, to know whether he 
ought to ſecure his perſon, 

Nobody was of that opinion. Nevertheleſs he 
ſent an adjutant to the marſhal, for to tell him to 


order count Bonneval to go to the caſtle of Anvers. 


The marſhal made anſwer to him, that he ought 
to remember, what had paſſcd in the council, He 
ſent to him a ſecond time with an abſolute order 
for him to do it. He was anſwered, that if he did 
not give him an order in writing, he would not 
do it at all. 

At laſt he reſolved to make a decree himſelf, by 
which he ordered count Bonneval to ſuffer himſelf 
to be conducted to the caſtle of Anvers. He ſent 
this order to him, by an adjutant of the court, a 
captain and two hundred and fifty dragons, who 
went on a full gallop to place themlelves in order 
over againſt his houſe, and carrying him the order, 
they permitted him to take a copy of it, which he 
ſent to the marſhal to know his orders upon it, 
who anſwered him, that he did not order him to 
go thither, but counſelled him to obey, „He re- 


peated this anſwer aloud, before above th officers, 
K who 
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who were in his anti-chamber, and after that, he 


ſaid that the marſhal's counſel was orders to him, ſo 
that he was determined to obey. 


He ſet out about ſix o'clock in the evening, 
with the fifry horſe, thro' a multitude of people, 
who endeavoured to get near his coach, to teſtify 
to him the concern they were in. There were even 
ſome of them, who got nigh enough to offer him 
large purſes of gold, if he would have accepted 
them, even people, that he was not acquainted 
with, 

You cannot believe, how he is beloved at Bruſſels, 
both by the nobility and the people, altho' he ſel- 
dom went abroad. For at the end of the winter, 
he was troubled with the gout for three months; 
in which he did not go abroad three times. But 
he had always the beſt of company; he gave con- 
certs twice a week, and he received all thoſe that 
came to him, with the greateſt politeneſs; and he. 
careſſed even the citizens very much: beſides this, 


he ſpent a great deal of money. Many of our la- 


dies have been often at his concerts, and ſupped 


there. 
The citizens ſoon made paſquinades, and fixed 


papers at the town-houſe, againſt the marquis de 


Prie, in favour of count Bonneval. But the ſoldiery 
eſpecially were very much offended at the manner, 
in which he had proceeded againſt a general of ſuch 


diſt inction. The people ſaid, If a general of foot 


wwas treated in that manner, without doubt, our no- 
bility will be cruſhed to pieces: with abundance of 
fuch diſcourſe, which was not at all diminiſhed, 


as you perceive, by the hatred that they had to our 


miniſter. Bruſſels, September 8, 1724. 


The rhinegrave de Salm, lieutenant colonel of 
my regiment, was gone to Mantz, in make his 
court 
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court to the duke of Lorrain. I demanded of him 
a depoſition in form, which he ſent me. 


The DECLARATION of the rhinegrave de Salm, 
lieutenant colonel of Bonneval's regiment, 


, AVING been required by his excellency 

11 general Bonneval, to certify the truth of 
what I heard at the aſſembly at the marquis de 
Prie's houſe, I find myſelf obliged in honour to 
ſatisfy his demand : and I certify, that having 
played at the aſſembly, at his ſaid excellency's 
houſe, with the dutcheſs dowager of Aremberg, and 
the marquis de Prize, at the beginning of the party, 
his ſaid excellency being called out about ſome bu- 
ſineſs in the anti- chamber, the prince PE/quilache * 
began the party for him; ſo that I do not juſtly 
remember, which of the two were preſent at the. 
diſcourſe held concerning the queen of Spain, and 
the marquis d' Aiſeau; but it is certain, that the 
marchioneſs de Prie came to ſit down by the ſide of. 
the ducheſs dowager of Aremberg, and told her, 
that the marquis 4 Aiſeau had been aſſaſſinated in_ 
Spain, for an intrigue with the queen of Spain; that 
it was even faid to have been in the palace, and 


that he had been warned to quit the kingdom in 


forty-eight hours; but having ſlighted that advice 
he had periſhed, She even added, that ambition, 
or his bad tongue had deſtroyed him; for that the 
iid marquis had told her, that at going from 
Spain, and taking leave of the lare queen, that 
princeſs, when he had the honour to kiſs her hand, 
had locked herſelf up with him. In witneſs - 
whereof, I have ſigned and ſealed the preſent certi- 
ficate. Art Nantz, September 17, 1724. Signed, 
the rhinegrave de Salm. 
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1 I declare moreover that this is what I remembet᷑ 
Bk of the diſcourſe of the marchioneſs de Pric. But 
* as J have ſpoke of it to his excellency the velt- 
marſhal, and to his excellency the count de Bonne- 
val, as of a piece of publick news, and that my 
declaration may not-be conformable to what I have 
ſaid to them, and as all thoſe before whom J have 
ſpoken are men of honour, and of ſuch integrity as 
is acknowledged by the whole world, I am ready 
to avow and maintain all that they in honour or 
conſcience can fay, that I told them, many circum- 
ſtances having eſcaped me, through length of time, 
and as I would not depoſe any thing but what I 


70 know for certain. Signed, the Rbineg rave de 
| o Salm. 

He The other witneſſes, whom I named in my diſ- 
[2-4 patches to Vienna, did as much, and never fact 


9 was certified by a greater number of depofitions, 
71 which the birth and known integrity of thoſe who 
made them rendered unexceptionable. 

Until that time, I had written nothing in 
particular to prince Eugene. Altho* we had 
fallen out, and I had room to believe, that Pric 
; would not have dared to behave in this manner, if 

Why he had not been aſſured of his protection; 1 hoped 
| that, full of horour, as I knew he was, he would 
regard me, and that, at leaft, he would not declare 
435; | himſelf againſt me. My letter was prefling, and I 
7 am yet well pleaſed with having made ule of no 

term therein that ſavoured bf meanneſs. I an- 
175 nexed thereunto the letters of Lannoy and Calem- 
| $I berg, and the depoſitions of the principal of my 
1 witneſſes. | 
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4 LETTER Paince EUGENE. 


My Lord, 
c OUR moſt ſerene highneſs will, no doubt, 
be very much ſurpriſed to find me contend- 
ing with the marquis de Prie; but you will be 
much more ſo, my lord, if you read the copy of 
the letter, which the count de Lannoy wrote to the 
marſhal count de Konigſeck, his brother-in-law, 
which I ſent to the laudable council of war, bur 
open; that your ſerene highneſs may be ſooner in- 
formed of a very certain truth, which is, that the 
marquis de Prie, by I know not what motive, 
would make a buſineſs of that, which there was not 
the leaſt ſhadow to compoſe one of; and which by 
his ill manners and haughtineſs, he has fende ed incu- 
rable. The whole turns upon the diſcourſe held 
againſt the reputation of the queen of Spain, I 
have made a declaration thereupon, ſuch as the 
count de Lannoy ſent to his brother-in-law, who 
has not loſt a word, he being at my fide when 1 
made it. He knows alſo, that I put it into writing, 
to remember ir, and that rothing was altered 1n 
making it public : that I ſhewed it him, as alſo to 
count de la Tour, colonel af my regiment, and to 
M. Rouſſeau, whoſe certificates are at the bottom, 
and all alike, which I have laid before the laudable 
council of war, in my diſpatch of Auguſt 30. 

Your moſt ſerene highneſs ſees, that o far the 
reputation of the government is not wounded, no- 
body being named. But let us paſs to the ſecond 
point, by ſuppoſing even tha: this declaration in 
writing, had been ſpread in the city, as the marquis 
de Prie would have proved. Your molt ſerene 
bighneſs knows, that cuſtom and juſtice require that 
it ſhould be demanded, of a man of my rank, 
whether it was true that he had ordered his people, 
| | K 3 or | 

| 7 . 


” 
OS Rats. — 


44, 


© "St 5 
& 7 


Ire, 


TE I Rn = 2 


; 
2 ” . 
: 8 — a , 8 
- o — * 3 : - 
2 


—_—_ 
— 


v4; 


— 


134 MEMOIRS ff 


or thoſe that had publiſhed it, to make ſuch a uſe 


of it, before proceeding againſt him; but he has 
not done ſo, For while meſſieurs de Wrangel, and 
Neni received my anſwer, he without waiting for 
it, haſtily ordered me the attachments. All that has 
paſſed thereon ſince, and which is ſo irregular, is 
already known to your moſt ſerene highneſs. 

That you would conſider alſo, my lord, that all 
this took its riſe from even ſuppoſing that this wri- 
ting had been publiſhed by my order, which is 
very falſe. This miniſter could not be ignorant, 
that the diſcourſe in queſtion was held in his houſe, 
If he had been prudent he ſhould have diſſembled 
the thing, and the knowledge of thoſe who had 
ſpoke of the queen would have come to nothing 
of itſelf in three or four days at the utmoſt, and 
what I had written or ſaid, would have had the 
ſame lot. Nevertheleſs, if at the ſame time he had 
thought, that he ought to complain of me, were 
not your moſt ſerene highneſs, or the Jaudable 
council of war my judges ? could not he acquaint 
them with what h& thought in my behaviour had 
injured the repreſentation of his agthority, and have 
puniſhed me by way of my proper juriſdiftion ? in- 
ſtead of all that, what did he do? he ſent meſſieurs 
Mrangel and Neni to me, on the firſt of September, 
and without waiting for their report, he, all on a 
ſadden, ordered the former of them to give me 
the attachments. That was preceded by enquiries 
and proceedings, that continued eight days. 

On the 2d of September, he wrote infamous let- 
ters, againſt my honour, to Cambray and Paris. 
He had held the like diſcourſe in full council in the 
evening; and the next day he tranſmitted a cauſe 
to the congteſs, and to the French miniſters at Paris, 
that ought properly to go before your molt ſerene 
highneſs, and the council of war, having alſo com- 


municated the ſaid letters to the marquis de Roiſſi, 
i the 
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1 uſe the French miniſter at Bruſſels ; the whole in ſuch 
terms as rendered this affair unremediable ; that is 
and to ſay, he publiſhed it throughout all Europe, 
This, my lord, is what they call forming of giants 


g for 
t has to fight with them; and that, if I may dare to 
„is ſpeak freely to your molt ſerene highneſs, this mi- 


niſter has thrown himſelf into a labyrinth, which I 
know not how he will get out of, For 1 am very 
certain, that the titles which he has given me, in 
his letters, and in his order for me to repair to the 
caſtle of Auvers, muſt fall either upon him, or my- 
ſelf ; as alſo what he ſaid in full council on the 1ſt, 
zd, and 3d of September. Your moſt ſerene high- 
neſs will perceive by the account of Lannq, to his 
brother-in-law, and by what the count de Calemberg 
declares to the count de Vindiſgraiz, and to me, 
that it is not I that am he impoſtor, the man 
without faith, without religion, who retrafs bim- 
e, &c. and who invented the calumnies that I 
ſpread abroad, &c. It will be quite another thing, 
when all the witneſſes are juridically heard, As 
your moſt ſerene highneſs protects this man, I am 
ſorry, that he has made mountains of mole-hills, 
and that he has obliged me to make known to all 
the earth, that he himſclf is that infamous perſon. 
I have the honour to write this letter to your moſt 
ſerene highneſs, to requeſt moreover that Juſtice 
may be done, and without mercy, either to me, 
or the other. For one of the two muſt be charged 
with the titles, that he has given me, and I will 
never yield to him in the leaſt. You will ſee never- 
theleſs, by my diſpatch to the laudable council of 
war, that I have nothing to fear thereupon, and 
that what he has publiſhed againſt my honour, at 
the congreſs, and at Paris, will certainly fall upon 
himfelf, -I wait, from your moſt ſerene highnels, 
all the juſtice, that I merit, without injury or 


favour, | 
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As to the reſt, my lord, the count de Lanney 
makes a miſtake in his relation, in the place where 
he ſays the following words: The marquis de Prie 
returned from Oſtend the 21ſt at night. The next 
evening he heard with afloniſhment all the noiſe that 
this affair had cauſed, and particularly what count 
Bonneval had declared, and that he had acquainted 
the emperor, the council of war, the prince, and ſe- 
veral miniſters with his behaviour. He learnt alſo 
that the courts were informed of it. This diſquieted 
him very much, and he was ſeveral days without 
knowing what to do. 

My firſt letter to Vienna was on the goth of Au- 
guſt, and was only a neceſſary precaution that 1 
took againſt the publick informations of the mar- 
quis de Prie againſt me, from the 21ſt, the day of 
his arrival from Oſtend, to the ſaid 3oth; they need 
only be read to be convinced of it. I had only writ- 

ten to my father-in-Jaw, the duke of Biron, and to 
my wife, in ſending them a relation of what had 
paſſed at my houſe, after the diſcourſe held abc ut 
the queen of Spain, by defiring them only to let me 
know ſincerely, if thoſe reports had any foundation 
or nor, ſeeing that I ſhould be ſorry to be the advo- 
' * cate of a bad cauſe. I demanded ſecrecy of them, 
and promiſed it them, upon all that they ſhould an- 
ſwer me thereupon ; of which I have had the ho- 
nour to give an account to his imperial and catholic 
majeſty, in my letter of the zoth. As the report 
ſpread at Bruſſels, that this affair made a great hurly- 
burly at Camb ray, I judged it neceſſary to inform 
the plenipotentiaries and his imperial and catholic 
majeſty of it, that they might underſtand the mat- 
ter in queſtion. I fully acquainted them that they 
might impart my diſpatch to the court, but no where 
elſe. So that J have not divulged the thing but 
where I ought, and that without carrying this cauſe 
from its proper tribunal, as the marquis de Pri# 
| Sg has 
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has done at the congreſs and in France; by which 


he has laid me under an abſolute neceſſity to revenge 
it, ſince there are no titles or ranks that can ſhelter 
it, after that he has been ſo bold, as even to treat a 
general officer of my rank and birth as he has done, 
by ſlanders injurious to my reputation, ſpread all 
over Europe, and in a court like that of France: 
and that he muſt needs expect, that after this I ſhould 
purſue him even to death, not having any conſide- 
ration therein but his diſgrace, that would ſtop 
me, | 
As to the reſt, my lord, your moſt ſerene high- 
neſs knows perfectly, that on a point of honour I have 
abandoned my country and my eſtate, to come into 
the ſervice of his imperial and catholic majeſty, 
for much leſs than the firſt miniſter of France would 
have done for me. So that you will not be aſto- 
niſhed, if I am ready to hazard my head upon a 
ſcaffold in this affair, there being nothing in the 
world that can make me draw back on an occaſion, 
where I am leſs perſonally inſulted than the whole 
body-military of his imperial and catholic majeſty. 
I am perſuaded that your moſt ſerene highneſs has 
too generous a heart to diſapprove my ſentiments in 
this affair, I ſend to the council of war the memoir 
that J have the honour to preſent to his imperial and 
catholic majeſty ; and I am as it were certain, that 
your moſt ſerene highneſs will honour me with your 
protection in an affair, wherein the honour of the 
military appears as much engaged as mine. At the 
caſtle of Anvers, September 21, 1724. 


The prince anſwered me in the language of a 
judge, that he was mortified at all theſe buſtles; that 
he could not tell me what he thought; but that I 
might be aſſured, that nothing in the world ſhould 
hinder him from doing juſtice. 
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I was ſoon informed of his true ſentiments, 1 


had an agent at Vienna to tranſact the buſineſs of my 
regiment, who wrote to count de7a Tour, my colonel 


under me. The count, who was devoted to me, 


gave me an extract from this letter. 


© As to the reſt, I am ſorry to learn what has 
paſſed between the marquis de Price and general 
Bonneval, Theſe affairs make a noiſe. His moſt 
ſerene highneſs prince Eugene has forthwith made 
a report thereof to his imperial majeſty ;z and it is 
but too certain, that the procedure of the general 
comes entirely ill interpreted here. He plays a large 


game, and he is to look how the thing will end, 
and whether it will ſleep with the arreſt to which 


the marquis de Prie has brought it. And becauſe 
he is one of your particulars ; I have been before- 
hand with the prince, having talked to him ex- 
preſly upon it, for to remove from him all the 


' diſtruſts and evil impreſſions that he might perhaps 


have had, that you was of the party. I counſel you 


not tp concern yourſelf in theſe affairs; then you 


will have nothing to fear that your fortune will ſuffer 
by them : follow this advice, and depend upon my 
taking care of your intereſts ; and that I ſhall en- 
deavour to divert all I find contrary thereto. Signed, 
Kotch, at Vienna, September 16, 1724.” 


I took. occaſion upon this to addreſs myſelf afreſh 
to the emperor, I did it as was uſual with me, 
that is to ſay, as a man that fears nothing, and who 
aſks no grace nor favour, but only juſtice. 
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A LETTER 7 the EMPEROR. 


SIRE, 

At laſt become troubleſome to your imperial and 

catholic majeſty, and am aſhamed to be fo 
often obliged to lift up my voice from the foot of 
your auguſt throne to your ſacred perſon, But your 
imperial and catholic majeſty can alone decide this 
laſt queſtion ; | 

Which is, that the marquis de Price, who thinks 
every thing lawful for him againſt thoſe to whom 
he has an averſion, having ſlandered me at Paris 
and at Cambray, in the manner whereof I have 
taken the liberty to ſend my complaint to your im- 
perial and catholic majeſty, by my diſpatch of the 
8th of September, 1724, would, it is faid, at pre- 
ſent make it a crime for my having applied a re- 
medy in the places where he ſought to deſtroy my 
honour. 

If he had not tranſmitted by his letters the par- 
ticular affairs between him and me to foreign tri- 
bunals, I ſhould not have been neceſſitated to defend 
myſelf there. 

It has not been, Sire, to demand ſuccour nor juſ- 
tice from others beſides your imperial and catholic 
majefty, that I communicated to the congreſs and to 
Paris my diſpatches to your imperial and catholic 
majeſty, but to declare the truth whereever he had 
publiſhed a lye; which was the only remedy that 
could be applied to this evil, and which was pro- 
per to combat the impoſture of a miniſter, who 
abuſing his character, and the lawful authority with 
which your imperial and catholic majeſty has inveſted 
him, has made uſe of it againſt the laws to defame 
me; a crime much greater, than if I had uſed 
for my particular revenge the regiment you have 
entruſted me with. 

As 
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As for the reſt, Sire, I am not at all aſtoniſhed 
at his exclaiming ſo loudly againſt my celericy, for 
it diſconcerts all his meaſures at the congre/s and in 
France. And I hope I ſhall do no leſs by thoſe 
with your imperial and catholic majeſty and your 
miniſters, becauſe truth in the mouth of a man, 
firm as myſelf, becomes always victorious, and 
eaſily diſſipates illuſion and falſhood before ſuch en- 
lighted and juſt tribunals as that of your imperial 
and catholic majeſty, and of your laudable coun- 
ci} of war. | 

A quite recent example teaches me alſo, that 
the wounds which our honour receives by ſlanders 
muſt be ſpeedily cured. The greateſt enemies to 
the count de Windiſgratz, your imperial and ca- 
tholic majeſty*s plenipotentiary at Cambray, hav- 
ing three years ago diſperſed from Bruſſels through- 
out all Europe, a report with plauſible circumſtan- 
ces, that he had brutally killed his hoſt with the 
blows of a ſtick ; this impoſture, as falſe as ridicu- 
lous, having not been regarded by this miniſter, 
has taken ſuch root, according to the intention of 
thoſe baſe perſons that forged it, that three parts of 
the world ftill believe it; a reaſon that made me 
take part in ſpeedily defending the viitue and glory 
of the queen of Spain, attacked by romancing news, 
capable of quickly ſpreading thro', and ſeducing the 
minds of, the whole world, 

The honout of a ſoldier, Sire, is like the virtue 
of a young girl, It is not enough for her to be 
diſcreet ; ſhe muſt alſo ſtifle the diſcourſe that may 
be formed againſt her chaſtity ; for without this, 


there always remains a ſcar upon it. And as the 


laws permit a young virgin to make uſe of all forts 
of weapons to defend her virginity againſt the vio- 
lence of thoſe that would attack it; it ought 
by the ſame reaſon to be permitted me to make uſe 
of my diſpatches to your imperial and catholic 8 8 

| en 
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jeſty and to your laudable council of war, which 
may be looked upon as hallowed arms, to redreſs 
thoſe outrages which are committed upon my ho- 
nour, there being nothing more efficacious nor 
more ſpeedy againſt ſuch wounds, For without 
thoſe, it would happen to me as to count Vindiſgratæ, 
who has eaſily waſhed from the court and his friends 
houſes thoſe ſlanders that were ſpread againſt him; 
but which, quite abſurd and incredible as they were, 
paſs nevertheleſs, yet, for real in the minds of many 

eople, having myſelf been obliged within this 
Bite while to undeceive many therein, who had 
ſuffered themſelves to be ſeduced by this falſity, 
alcho* it is almoſt three years ſince it was forged 
here, and immediately diſbelieved at your imperial 
and catholic majeſty's court. 

I have thought myſelf lately, Sire, to be as much 
expoled by a like ſtory. It is this; a valet de 
chamber to the marquis de Prie, named Caſtelingo, 
being gone by his maſter's order to the marquis de 
Roiſſis, the French miniſter at Bruſſels, who was 
then in the country, this marquis asked him what 
news there was at Bruſſels ; notbing, replied Caſte- 
lingo, only that half of BonnevaPs regiment, which 
is at Mons, has deſerted, with many of the officers, 
and that count Bonneval muſt ſoon follow them ,, I 
heard ſay ſo at our bouſe, continued he, where it is 
publickly ſpoke of. | 
Your imperial and catholic majeſty perceives by 
this, that the enemies to the queen of Spain's ho- 
nour and mine, are as great ſcoundrels as thoſe of 
count de Windiſgratx, and that they are of the ſame 
ſpecies. And I dare flatter myſelf, Sire, that your 
majeſty will approve of my diligence in readily 
making uſe of my ſaid diſpatches to undeceive the 
world in the ſlanders which they ſpread againſt the 
glory and virtue of that great princeſs, and againſt 
me for having defended ſo honourable a cauſe : for 


nobody 
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nobody in Europe is ignorant that they cannot ap- 
proach ſo juſt and ſo formidable a tribunal as that of 
your imperial and catholic majeſty, with falſhood in 
their lips, or in their writings. And which allo I 
told the ſaid miniſters on tending my diſpatches to 


them. | } 
Furthermore, Sire, who can ſay how far things 


may be carried, to preſerve or deſtroy one's honour, 


ſince it depends on as many tribunals, as there are 
perſons informed of any ſlanders that are hurled 
againſt us, and that they muſt abſolutely appear be- 
fore all, if they would waſh themſelves from them. 

Your imperial and catholic majeſty plainly ſees 
that I have done nothing but what I was obliged 
to do; and that if the marquis de Prie had ſlandered 
me at Conſtantinople, as he has done at Paris, I 
ſhould and ought to have laid my reaſons before the 
Grand Viſſer and Kaimacan. 

As for the reſt, Sire, it is not without Reaſon that 
Prie is vexed at my vigilance; for I diſſipate his 
artifices. I do not doubt but for his laſt reſource, 
he will endeavour to ſet a diſh dreſſed up in his 
manner before the miniſters of your imperial and 
catholic majeſty; but they are too enlightened not 
to perceive his devices. For me, Sire, grown 
wiſe at count de Windiſgratz's expence, I flatter my- 
ſelf that you will have the clemency to receive favou- 
rably what I have done. 

Our difference is but a private affair, the letters 
to baron de Pentenrieder and to Fonſeca prove it, 
and they explain the nature of it; for, according to 
him, 1 

1 am an impoſter, &c. | 

i ſpread flanders under his wife's and daughter”s 
name, after having invented them myſelf, &c. 

1 am an ungrateful perſon, whom he has beaped with 
favours in Italy, at Vienna, and in the Low-Coun- 
tries, &c. | 

And 
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And I am become his enemy, becauſe he refuſed 
me certain honours, which would have prejudiced bis 
rank and the ſtate, &c. 

Your imperial and catholic majeſty, no more 
than all the crowned heads in Europe, have any 
thing to do here. It is, as I ſaid, only a private dif- 
ference between him and me. | 

The tranſporting my perſon to Anvers, con- 
ducted by a detachment of fifty dragoons, as if 1 
had been a ſecond Cartouche, and all the other vio- 
lences that he committed upon me, are ſo many 
abuſes of the authority that your majeſty has truſted 
him with, He has puſhed them to ſuch an excels, 
that there is no example that any emperor of your 
imperial and catholic majeſty's auguſt houſe, has 
ever done any thing near it, even againſt thoſe who 
have really made an attempt againſt their perſons and 
ſtates, of whatever degree or quality they were 
that is to ſay, without having had any citation or 
examination before the proper juriſdictions, and 
without making uſe of any formality. There has 
been nothing here but a precipitation entirely un- 
heard of; inſomuch that this man has very badly 
repreſented in the Low- Countries the gòodneſs and 
CONE of the auguſt monarch, whom we both 
crve. 

If the marquis de Pri revenges with ſo much noiſe, 
oſtentation and ſeverity, againſt a man of my rank 
in the armies of your imperial and catholic majeſty; 
and of my birth, his private injuries, what ought 
he to expect, if your majeſty, with your uſual cle- 
mency, ſhould grant to the royal blood of France, 
a ſatisfaction proportionate to the romantic calum- 
nies, invented and fpread in his houſe againſt the - 
glory, honour, and virtue of a great queen. 

I ſhall have the honour, Sire, to conclude this 
long memorial, by moſt humbly repreſenting to. 


your imperial and catholic majeſty, that it is only 
| to 
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to ſet before you the indiſpenſable neceſſity that 
every one has to defend himſelf ſpeedily againſt 
ſlanders, which I have been obliged ro mylelf, to 
prevent the calumnies, which they have ſowed againſt 
me, taking root. At the caſtle of Anvers, the 30th 
of September, 1724. 


I added a petition to my letter. 


A moſt humble petition to his imperial and catholic 
majeſty, my auguſt maſter, 


SIRE, 

HE count Bonneval has the honour moſt hum- 

' bly to remonſtrate to your imperial and ca- 
tholic majeſty, that he believes he has diſcovered 
by the aforeſaid letter of the agent of war, Kotch, 
to the colonel of his regiment, that ſeveral of your 
imperial and catholic majeſty's miniſters, have ſuf- 
fered themſelves to appear againſt him, in favour 
of the marquis de Prize, who without doubt had 
laid ſeveral accuſations againſt his behaviour, and, 
unknown to him, before perſons whom he reſpects 
next to your imperial and catholic majeſty, and 
thoſe that are related to you. And as it is requi- 
fite for his honour, which has been aſperſed a]l over 
Europe, that the truth of this affair be inſtantly 
brought to light; it concerns him yet the more 
that your imperial and catholic majeſty, his auguſt 
maſter, be inſtructed therein by impartiz] people: 
It is alſo expedient for him, that the miniſters, whom 
he honours and reveres, may be undeceived in the 
prejudices which might perhaps have been ſuggeſted 


to them, that he muſt with that the ſtrifteſt juſtice 


may be uſed both againſt t. e marquis de Prie and 
againſt himſelf, that it may be known which of the 


two is the impoſtor, the infamous, &c:, titles where- 


with this miniſter would preſent him in his letters 
10 
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inſt 
to 
inſt 
oth 


olie 
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to Cambray and Paris, which letters he has certainly 
ſhewed, and perhaps put into the hands of the mar- 
quis de Roiff, the French miniſter at Bruſſels, as 
he was wrote to, beſeeching his favour ; that by 
theſe unheard of proceedings, to the miniſters of 
your moſt imperial and catholic majeſty, and to 
his auguſt court, the ſaid marquis de Prie, has, 
with regard to count Bonneval, all the advan 

that he was able to draw from the character where- 


with he is inveſted, inſomuch, that the ſaid couut 


is obliged to demand againſt this plenipotentiary, 
the ſatisfaction uſual in ſuch like caſes, in the Ger- 
manic nation, and particularly in the troops and ar- 
mies of your imperial and catholic majeſty, 

For that end, the count Bonneval, proſtrate at 
your imperial and catholic majeſty's feet, has the 
honour to crave of you the following favours, which 
he hopes from your clemency and juſtice : 

I. That your imperial and catholic majeſty will 
order a council of war, compoſed of all the military 
counſellors, generals, and other officers of rank, 


who are at Vienna, who may have for their pre- 


ſident the marſhal count de Herbenſtein, vice-preſi- 
dent of war, a general officer of reverenced virtue 
and integrity; and that all the complaints of the 
marquis de Pri againſt the count Boyneval, may be 
ſtrictly examined by this commiſſion, and the report 
be directly made to your imperial and catholic ma- 
jeſty, as has been done in a like commiſſion, by the 
council that was ordered by your majeſty for the af- 
fair of count de Mercy with his regiment, the count 
Bonneval having had the honour ro be one of che 
commiſſioners, and the late marſhal d Vefeld to be 
preſident thereof. 

II. That a like council of war may be eſtabliſhed 
at Bruſſels; that the count Bonneval may be called 
thither, and that the complaints which the marquis 
de Pri ſhall have made againſt his behaviour, = 

=: 


. 9 
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be communicated to him; that they may there be 
examined with the defence of the ſaid count, and 


that all which ſhall be found pro and con, may be 
referred to the commiſſion, whereof the marſhal 


count de Herbenſttin ſhall be the preſident ; that this 
council may be entirely compoſed of officers of the 


German troops, who areacquainted with the military 
rules and laws of his imperial and catholic majelty ; 
that they punctually examine whether the marquis 
de Prie had power to act and proceed, as he has 
done againſt the count Bonneval, and return the 
whole to Vienna, with their opinion thereon, ac- 
cording to the majority of voices. 

III. And as the count Bonne val has many accu- 
fations to make on his own part, againſt the beha- 
viour of the marquis de Pri; and that this miniſter 
does not depend on the laudable council of war, nor 
on the milicary juſticiary, which puts the ſaid count 
out of condition, to obtain the ſatisfaction that is 
fitting for him againſt this party; your imperial and 
catholic majeſty is moſt humbly intreated to order a 
commiſſion of the moſt underſtanding miniſters of 
your court at Vienna, viz, the high-chancellor of the 
court, the preſident of the aulic council of the em- 
pire, the high chancellor of Bobemia, the ſtadtholder 
of the regency of Vienna, the count de Stirk, ſe- 
cond chancellor of Auſtria, Sc. therein joining to 
them the preſident of the council of Flanders, the 

ince of Cardona, a counſeltor or two of the Low- 
Countries, and a ſecretary, to examine alſo the com- 


plaints of count Bonneval; and to the end that the 


orders may be ſent, every time that it is neceſſary, 
to a like commiſſion that ſhall be at Bruſſels, viz. 
either the council of war, or ſuch others at the choice 
of his imperial and catholic majeſty, who ſhall re- 
ceive his orders to take informations in the Low- 
Countries upon the accuſations of count Bonneva! 
againſt the marquis 4e Price, which appears juſt ; 
| this 
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this miniſter having ſtripped himſelf of his cha- 
rater towards him, by the infamous letters which 
he has wrote againſt the honour of that general, and 
which are ſuch, that the titles which he gives him, 
muſt remain on him, or paſs over to the marquis de 


| Pris, according to the laws of Germany; at leaſt, 


if his imperial and catholic majeſty, to whom all 
ſhall be referred, does not decide otherwiſe, in mak- 
ing uſe of that ſupreme authority, which he holds 
of God, and of which he has always made ſuch a holy 
and juſt uſe, | 

IV. Thathis imperial andcatholic majeſty will have 
the goodneſs to order, that if there ſhould be caſes 
wherein theſe councils or commiſſions, compoſed of 
half miniſters and half militaries, have need to aſ- 
ſemble themſelves in one whole body, that they may 
do it without any other order from his imperial and 
catholic majeſty for to accelerate the affair. 

V. That prince Emanuel of Naſſau, and Rouſ- 
ſeau, who are at Vienna, may be examined upon 
what they know of the calumnies, publiſhed at the 
marquis de Prit's houſe, againſt the queen of Spain. 
That. the duke of Ur/el, the count de Valſaſſine, go- 
vernor of Limbourg z the count de Lannoy, colonel z 
the count de Konigſekt, who is married to the daugh- 
ter of the count 4 Erps, the count de Bournonville, 
captain of Veblen's dragoons; the rhinegrave de Salm, 
lieutenant colonel in Bonneval's regiment ; and the 
marquis de Yillaroel, may all be examined in the 
Low-Countries, under oath, upon what they have 
heard at the marquis de Prii's houſe, againſt the 
honour of the queen of Spain, and declare the per- 
ſons preſent with them; and that all may be inter- 
rogated, that is to ſay, the ſoldiers by the council of 
war, and the others by the council of ſtate, or other 
commiſſion appointed by his imperial and catholic 
majeſty, | 


1 3 
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VI. If your imperial and catholic majeſty pleaſes 


to name any body of the council of ſtate in the Low- 


Countries, the count Bonneval moſt humbly be- 
ſeeches your majeſty to permit him to except againſt 
the preſident Bailliet and the count 4a'Elifſem, as 
being perſons entirely devoted to the marquis de 
Pris ; and that the two ſecretaries of ftate and war 
Schnellenck and Neni may not be of the council of 
war, nor of other ſuch commiſſion for the ſame rea- 


fon. At the caſtle of Anvers, September 30, 


1724. 


To ſpare myſelf the trouble of multiplying the 
writings, I wrote this billet to the council of war. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 

Have the honour to ſend to your moſt ſerene 
I highneſs, to your excellencies, and gentlemen 
of his imperial and catholic majeſty's laudable coun- 
cil of war, the copy of the diſpatch dated this day, 
which I have taken the liberty to addreſs to our 
moſt auguſt maſter; and that I moſt humbly intreat 
you to regard it as if it were written to your moſt 
ſerene highneſs, your excellencies, and the gentlemen 
of the laudable council of war, in all things that may 
concern the military juriſdiftion ; for the ſame rea- 
fon that I alledged in my two other diſpatches of 
Auguſt 30, and of September 8. 

Your moſt ſerene highneſs will perhaps be aſto- 
niſhed to find in my diſpatches to his imperial and 
catholic majeſty, and alſo to your excellencies and 
gentlemen, a copy of a letter of the agent Kotch to 


the count de la Tour, colone} of my regiment. 


But having diſcovered therein ſome new falſhood of 


the marquis de Prie againſt me, which muſt be of 
conſequence, if the colonel of my regiment can, for 


fear f ſpoiling his fortune, avoid entering in this 
party, and in my intereſts; I have judged that my 
ſaid 
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faid agent has ſerved me like a knave, for which 
reaſon I have taken away the agency of my regi- 
ment from him and my own, which I have com- 
mitted entirely to the care of the ſieur Talkeim ; and 
I dare flatter myſelf, that your moſt ſerene high- 
neſs, your excellencies and the gentlemen, will have 
the goodneſs to co-operate, to the end, that the 
marquis de Prie and I may be judged with rigour, 
on the affairs and differences that we have together. 
I am, Ce. Signed, the count de Bonneval, at the 


caſtle of Anvers, September 30, 1724. 


I annexed another to it, to the ſame council, upon 
what Pris had ſpread abroad, that I had favoured 


my ſecretary's eſcape. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 

HE marquis de Prie having very falſly ad- 
1 vanced, that 1 had aſſiſted my ſecretary in 
making his eſcape, I wrote to Paris and to Geneva, 
his country, for him to return and replace himſelf 
in my ſervice, to be ſubject only to the military 
law : my wife having wrote to me at laſt, that he 
was at Paris, and that he had been to ſee her; I 
have written to her, as well as to him, that the ſaid 
ſecretary muſt abſolutely return to live with me on 
my firſt order; which he will do, as ſoon as a re- 
gular council ſhall be eſtabliſhed, and that we ſhall 
be all under ſhelter from the outrages of the mar- 
quis de Prie; which 1 have done to convict that 
impudent man of new raſhneſs and calumny, in all 
that he has advanced on the ſubject of the pretended 
eſcape of the ſaid ſecretary, 

Which, my lord and gentlemen, I have the ho- 
nour to impart to your molt ſerene highneſs, your 
excellencics, and the gentlemen of the laudable coun- 
cil of war, that they may have the goodneſs allo 
to acquaint his imperial and catholic majeſty, our 

L auguſt 
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auguſt' maſter with it, and be aſſured for certain, of 


the return of the ſaid ſecretary to my regiment, ag 


ſoon as ever it ſhall be neceſſary to appear in form. 
I have the honour to be, &c. Signed, the count de 


Bonneval, at the caſtle of Anvers, September 3o, 
1724. b 


I wrote to count 4 Herbenſtein, vice-preſident of 
the cauncil of war, and to count de Daun, formerly 
viceroy of Naples, at that time governor of Vi- 
enna, and counſellor of ſtate and war. 


A letter to the marſhal count d' Herbenſtein, vice- 
preſident of war, and to the marſhal count de 
Daun, counſellor of ſtate and war to his imperial 
and catholic majeſty, lately vicerey of Naples, 
and at preſent governor of Vienna, 


© + 
II is not to prepoſſeſs your excellency in my 
favour, that I have the honour to write to you, 
nor that you may fide with me againſt the mar- 
quis de Prie, but that you may grant me the ho- 
nour of your protection, to the end, that I may be 
tried with candour as well as the marquis de Pri, 
not begging any favour, and deſiring none of any 
body. The duke of Aremberg and another friend 
will inform your excellency of my defence. You 
will find without doubt the accuſations of the mar- 
uis de Prie at the council of war; upon all which 
I defire to be tried, and that this miniſter may be 
alſo, without favour or injuſtice, either to him or 
me, to know which of the two deſerve the infa- 


mous titles, which he has given me at Camò ray and at 


Paris. 
As for the reſt, I fear nobody in this affair, ſee- 


ing that we live under a monarch who takes de- 


ght in doing juſtice 3 and that all which J have to 
| demand, . 
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demand, is, that it may be done without partiality 
on the part of the principal judges. This is what 
I moſt humbly intreat your excellency to requeſt in 
my behalf of his imperial and catholic majeſty, our 
auguſt maſter, and of which I beg of you to pa- 
tronize me, as you have always done. Signed, the 
count Bonneval, at the caſtle of Anvers, September 


39, 17 24. 


The dry anſwer of prince Eugene and his incli- 
nations, which I came to the knowledge of by my 
agent's letter, had cut me to the quick, I ſent him 
a writing, which was nothing leſs than a petition, 
under the following title. wu. 


Reaſons that general Bonneval might alledge to his 
moſt ſerene highneſs prince Eugene of Savoy, con- 
cerning the continuance of bis impriſonment. 


, HIS general cannot doubt, but that his 

highneſs knows perfectly, that the ſendin 
to priſon a man of his quality, is a puniſhment in al 
its forms, and even the rudeſt, 

That his highneſs muſt alſo know, that there is 
no tribunal whatever under his imperial majeſty, 
that is authorized to ipflift a puniſnment on any mi- 
litary in his ſervice, beginning from the loweſt en- 
ſign, and that this is wholly and ſolely reſerved for 
the authority of the ſupreme council of war. 

That the governors in chief in the dominions of 
his majeſty, which did belong to the crown of 
Spain; whatever authority they might have had 
formerly over the ſoldiery of the monarchy of Spain, 
have no more any, at preſent, in what regards the 
inflict ing puniſhments, ſeeing it would be in vain 
to ordain that ſuch a venerable and auguſt tribunal 
as the ſupreme council of war, ſhould loſe its autho- 


rity ſince the acquiſition of the provinces of that 
L 4 monarchy. 
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monarchy. Such a thing cannot even be conceived, 
without offending the dignity of that illuſtrious 


body, which has always been the ſhield of the im- 


perial body military. 

All the above being inconteſtable truths, the 
count de Bonneval having the honour to be a mem- 
ber, and to make part of that ſupreme council, he 
cannot remain ſilent without betraying his duty; 
and could not forbear notifying to his highneſs, as 
to the illuſtrious head of that ſupreme council, his 
aſtoniſhment and ſurprize, that he, as well as the 
whole body of his brethren, after ſo much time has 
paſſed, have not yet made the leaſt ſtep to claim a 
man of their ſociety z and that without reflecting on 
the conſcquences of ſuch a raſh. infraction of their 
ſupreme authority, they leave him the count Bonne- 
val forſaken in a priſon, whither he had not been 
conducted, but by the uſurped authority of a boiſte- 
rous man, without judgment ar ſentence ; and that 
conſequently he undergoes a puniſhment proceeding 
from a foreign tribunal, which cannot but be very 
ignominious to the ſupreme council of war, and to 


all his majcſty's generals and officers. 


That in all his former diſpatches, he did not 
think it neceſſary to complain of this grievance, as 
he was perſuaded, that the firſt ſtep which the ſu- 
preme council would take, would be to preſerve 
their bigh authority, and to claim him their priſo- 
ner, for to puniſh him themſelves, as they ſhould 
think proper, | 

That the count Bonneval has not made any dif- 
ficulty in acknowledging the authority of the mar- 
quis de Pri, as being able to give him the attach- 
ments, having even wiſhed them confirmed to him 
after the firſt menace made on the part of the ſaid 
marquis ; but that the knowledge, which he muſt 
have of the imperial ſervice, and of the authority 


of the ſupreme council of war, as counſe!lor of _ 
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has obliged him to demand that attachment, by 
the way of marſhal count de Veblen, as the only 
repreſentative of the ſaid ſupreme council in this 
country, to whom the marquis de Pris might 

ive his orders, as the repreſentative of the ſoldiery, 
juſt as his imperial majeſty gives them to the ſaid 
ſupreme council; and it is no further than this, 
that the authority of the marquis de Pri# ought to 
extend. But to have undertaken the puniſhment of 


a man dependant on fo venerable body, contrary to 


the privileges of the military, is one of the moſt 
raſh proceedings, and for which the plenipotentiary 
owes a public reparation to the ſupreme council, 
beſides that which the count Benneval demands 
on his part for ſatisfaction of ſo ſenſible an 
affront, | 
That if the count Bonneval had done any thing 
amiſs, which however he does not believe, he has 
his judges ; whoſe deciſion he ſhall quietly wait 
for; but in regard to the injurious offence, com- 
mitted and upheld againſt him, even to this time, 
by this violent and unjuſt impriſonment, he cannot 
forbear making known to your highneſs, that ever 
ſince the name of the imperial ſervice has exiſted, 
there has been no example of a like proceeding 
againſt a man of his rank in the army, except in 
the caſe of /z/a majeſtas tor treaſon, That likewiſe 
the count Bonneval moſt ſolemnly proteſts againſt 
the eſtabliſhment of ſuch an incroachment, and that 
he will not ſuffer them to make uſe of him for an 
example in this nature; and that he is not willing 
to have it tranſmitted to poſterity, that he was the firit 
in the imperial ſervice that ſuffered ſuch an outra- 
gious atrempt, without having a ſuitable repa- 
ration.” | 

I grant that this manner of pleading my cauſe, 
did not much flatter the pride of my judges; and 


that it might cxaſperate them againſt me. Bur l 
alway 
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always held it for a rule, not to do, or ſay any 
thing that ſavoured of baſeneſs, and that was not 
ſuitable to my honour and birth. Prie did not uſe 
them, after this manner; as I have ſeen by his wri- 
tings : he caſt himſelf at their feet, he embraced 
their knees, he wrote to them with tears in his eyes, 
he implored their protection and ſuccour in the 
meanelt terms. I believe that I ſhould have turned 
a ſervant of mine out of his place, who had aſked 
me a favour in ſuch a low manner. | 

However intereſted I might be, to ſet the empe- 
ror and his councils to work about it, I had at 
leaſt as much care to inform the public. Prie had 
the impudence to bring our affair before that tribu- 
nal, He had reaſon enough to repent it; he received 
there all the ſhame that he deſerved, and which the 
iniquity of my judges could not waſh off from him. 
I printed a paper under this title : 


A DzcLaraTion that the count Bonneval bas 
made publick, concerning the indiſpenſable reaſons, 
which obliged him openly io except againſt the 
romantic calumnies ſpread againſt the reputation, 
virtue, and glory of Madam de Valois, at preſent 
guten of Spain, and daughter to their royal high- 
neſſes the duke and ducheſs of Orleans. | 


J. 

6 HE count Banneval has the honour to be 
allied to the royal blood of France, by the 

houſes of Foix and Albert. 
The king T. C. Henry IV. in recommending the 
affair of marſhal de Biron, who was ſon of one 
Benne val, to the parliament of Pau, in Navarre, 
or Bearn, writes to the ſaid parliament in theſe 
terms: Gentlemen, &c, I recommend to you the af- 
fairs that my couſin, the marſhal de Biron, has be- 


fore you, and I recammend them to you, with much 
more 
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more fervency, as be is my near kinſman, by the 


houſe of Bonneval. Signed HENRY. 


The duke de Biron, preſent father-in-law of the 


count Bonneval, has the original letter of that great 
king, and in that monarch's own hand- writing. 


II. 


The count Benneva! being born a ſubjet of the 
royal houſe of France, cannot diſpenſe with filencing 
princes 


the calumnies that are ſpread againſt the 
thereof ; and eſpecially when the honour of a lady 
of ſuch high rank, as the daughter of a duke of 
Orleans, and a queen of Spain is concerned. | 


III. | | 
The count Bonnoval having been conſtrained to- 
quit his country, and to bear arms againſt her, 
which had made him condemned by outlawry, to 
loſe his eſtate, and his head, his royal highneſs the 
duke of Orleans cauſed him to be reſtored to all 
his eſtates, honours, and prerogatives in the year 
1718, in the moſt diſtinguiſhing and obliging 
manner, 


, IV. 8 
The duke of Orleans has ſettled the duchy of 
Biron, in the houſe, and on the perſon of the duke 


de Biron, father-in-law of count Bonseval, which 


was extinct, ſince the death of the marſhal and duke 
Biron, admiral of France, who was beheaded un- 


der king Henry IV. | 
V 


M. de Biron, before that he was re-eſtabliſhed - | 


in the dukedom of his anceſtors, was firſt equerry 
to his late royal highneſs the duke of Orleans, a 
poſt which is actually poſſeſſed at preſent under the 


duke of Orleans, by the chevalier de Biron, of the 
| order 
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order of St. Fohn, and brother-in-law to the count 
Benneval. | 0 Ju 


VI. 

The ducheſs dowager of Orleans, reſpects the 

counteſs Bonneval, wife of the ſaid count, as tho” 

ſhe was her daughter, honours her with her patro- 

nage, and daily heaps favours upon her; and both 

the houſes of Bonneval and Biron, are ſtrongly at- 
tached to the royal houſe of Orleans. 


VII. 

In the laſt war in Italy, 1719, the count Bonne- 
val was commanded into Sardinia, and afterwards 
into Sicily. The count de Mercy, who was in 
Sicily, let him know at Milan, that he could not 
obtain any ammunition from Naples, or elſewhere, 
without which, nevertheleſs, he could not carry on 
the war, and that therefore he found himſelf very 
much embarraſſed. 

The count Bonneval judged that the beſt reſolu- 
tion he could take therein, was to addreſs himſelf 
to France, inſomuch that reckoning upon the goodneſs 
and friendſhip, that the late duke of Orleans, re- 
gent of France, had always teſtified for him, even 
at the time when he was only duke of Chartres, he 
thought he had credit enough to obtain in his own 
name, all that they might have need of. 

He then ordered the count de la Tour to ſet out 
for Paris, at the end of the month of Auguſt, who 
was with him at Milan, and then lieutenant-colonel 
of the regiment, of which he now is actually colo- 
nel, and whoſe certificate or atteſtation is hereunto 
annexed, ] 3 

He was perfectly well received by the duke of Or- 
leans, regent of France, who ſent forthwith to count 
Bonneval, all that he had aſked for, viz. twelve 


cannons, ten mortars, fifty-four thouſand bullets, 
| three 
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three thouſand barrels of powder, three thouſand 
bombs, Sc. and four engineers; he likewiſe or- 
dered the fieur de Chavigny, envoy from France to 
Genoa, to ſend him what money he ſhould require, 
and made the arſenals of Provence furniſh him with 
all that he ſhould order, Of which he forthwith 

ave an account to his imperial and catholic majeſty*s 
laudable councils of war, by his letters from Genoa 
and Meſſina ; but nobody requiring him to continue 
the ſolliciting of the ſubſidy, not even the count de 
Neſſclerod, to whom he ſpoke of it, who was the 
general caſhier of Italy, he thought they had found 
a better way than this to be paid it. It is true, his 
moſt ſerene highneſs prince Eugene, wrote him word at 
Meſſina, in the month of December, that his impe- 
rial and catholic majeſty would honour him with a 
letter, by which he would teſtify how well pleaſed 
he was with his ſervices on this otcaſion; but he 
never received this favour. 

As to the reſt, cardinal Dubois, then abbe, and 
exerciſing the function of prime miniſter, wrote to 
count Bonneval, by the regent's order, that it was 
to him, that his royal highneſs ſent all this, and 
to no body elſe, not being obliged thereto by 
treaties. This letter is depoſited in the chancellary 
of Milan. He even aſſured him, that he need 
only aſk, and that his royal highneſs, who loved 
his perſon, and intereſted himſelf in his glory, 
would not let him want for any thing, that ſhould 
be in his power, for the expedition he was engaged 
in. 
This letter was followed by many others from 
the abbe Dubois, on the part of the regent, all as 
obliging, and in the ſame ſtile. When the duke 
de Biron wrote at that time to count Bonneval, he 
confirmed the ſame kindneſſes of his royal-high- 


neſs, doing bim always a thouſand favours by — 
r 
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der of that great prince z which he always continued 
until his death. . bk: 


VIII. 

In the law-ſuit which the count Bonneval has had 
with his brother, and which ſtill ſubſiſts, the 
houſe of Orleuus is always intereſting itſelf for him, 
and actually continues the ſame favours to him. 
There would be no end, if all the obligations 
which the count Bonneval has had from his infancy 
to the houſe of Orleans, were to be particularly 
related. But it is believed, that all that is above 
declared will ſuffice to make known, that he ought 
in honour and. conſcience to defend her majeſty the 
queen of Spain, daughter of the duke and ducheſs 
of Orleans, from the injurious and romantic calum- 
nies that were ſpread againſt the glory and virtue of 
this great princeſs, and that it will be approved of 
by all gentlemen.” | 

The count de la Tour, ſupported the ſeventh arti- 
cle of this declaration, by a certificate in full 
form. 

II the underwritten, atteſt, that being diſpatched, 
in the month of Auguſt, in the year 1719, from 
Milan to Paris, by the counts de Colleredo and 
Bonneval, for to expedite, at the court of France, 
the ſubſidies granted to his imperial and catholic 
majeſty, by virtue of the quadruple alliance; I had 


moreover a commiſſion to ſollicit for ſome cannon, . 


ammunition, engineers, &c, being charged for that 
effect with letters from the count Bonneval, to his 
royal highneſs the regent of France, and to the abbe 
Dubois. I was preſented to his royal highneſs by 
the preſent duke de Biron, who ſeconded me in 
my buſineſs with all the ardour poſſible, and I was 

perfectly well received by the prince, who aſſured 
me, he would do any thing in the world to contribute 


to the glory and fortune of the count Bonneval. 
This 
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This encouraged me to demand of his royal 
highneſs upon the ſpot, three months ſubſidy in- 
ſtead of two, which my inſtructions mentioned, 
which was granted me forthwith, From thence I 
was ſent to the abbe Dubois, who made me 
the ſame compliment as his royal highneſs had done 
upon the ſubject of count BonnevaPs fortune, and it 
was ordered, that the bills of exchange ſhould be 
paid to the orders of count Bonneval, by M. de 
Chavigny, whom I haſtened very much for that 
purpoſe, ſaying that it was in my inſtructions to 
ſollicit the ſpeedy departure of that envoy to facilt- 
tate the receipt of the ſums of money. And it 1s 
to be obſerved, all my buſineſs with his royal high- 
neſs, and the abbe Dubois, was ended in three days, 
they ſhewed ſo much readineſs to compleat the in- 
ſtructions that I had. In witneſs whereof I have 
hereunto ſet my hand. Done at Anvers ihe 25th 
of September, 1724. Signed de la Tour, colonel. 


I diſperſed every where copies of all that I had 
written to Vienna. 

I wrote to the plenipoteataries of Spain at 
Cambray. | 


Gentlemen, | | : 
8 OUR excellencies partly know what has 
paſſed between the marquis de Prie and me, 
on the ſubject of the calumnies invented in his 
houſe againſt the honour of the queen of Spain ; 1 
ſhall take the liberty to inform you of what you 
might be ignorant of thereupon, ſeeing that in the 
buſineſs in hand, ours is a common intereſt. 

The great clamours of this miniſter in the coun- 
cils of ſtate, aſſembled againſt me at Bruſſels, with 
as much irregularity as preſumption z his correſ- 
pondencies in foreign countries, in which he treats 
me as an impoſtor, as a man without faith or re- 

I ligion ; 
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ligion; the diſcourſes which he has held, and which 
he yet holds publickly, give me a right to defend 
myſelf, at leaſt againſt the aſperſions which he has 
the audacity to heap one upon another, to conceal 
his fears and terrors from the public. 

The character, with which he is inveſted, made 
me forbear him, until now ; but as he has exceeded 
his powers, I am neceflitated to declare the truth be- 
fore all Europe, whoſe good opinions he would 
anticipate, - 

I ſhall do it then, Gentlemen, without declama- 
tion, and without intermixing injuries therewith z 
ſuch proceedings being only peculiar to people of 
low birth, who cannot rid themſelves of the ill ha- 
bits of their education, in whatſoever rank fortune 
raiſes them; being like in this, to the cat in the 
fable metamorphoſed into a. woman, who quitted 
her huſband's bed to run after the rats and mice. 

People of my birth have three maſters : God, 
their honour, and their ſovereign, Your excellen- 
cles know, as well as I, that we owe nothing to 
this laſt, that may offend the two former. My 
honour, that has not, and which ought not to 
have, any other defender than myſelf, commands 
me, at this day, to declare the truth to you, I 
believe I cannot do it better than by ſending to 
your excellencies a very compleat and exact copy 
of all that I have laid at the foot of my auguſt maſter 
the emperor's throne, and before his ſupreme aulic 
council of war. This will be all my defence againſt 
the injuries of the marquis de Priz ; ſince there are 
none of the ſubjects or officers of that great mo- 
narch, who dare approach ſo juſt and formidable a 
tribunal as his, with falſchood on their lips, or in 
their writings. 

Your excellencies will perceive, that all what I 
have the honour to aſk of the emperor, is plain 


and juſt, It conſiſts of a very reaſonable requeſt ; 
which 
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which is, that he will pleaſe to grant me commiſſio- 
ners, inveſted with ſufficient authority; to the 
end, that the marquis de Pri, and thoſe of his 
houſe, who have had the inſolence to ſlander her 
majeſty, the queen of Spain, may be conſtrained to 
acknowledge them for judges in this affair: and 
that this miniſter, deprived of that power, which 
he has abuſed, give liberty by this means to 
witneſſes, whom I ſhall name to his imperial and ca- 
tholic majeſty, to depoſe without fear, what they 
ſhall have heard ſpoken in the houſe of that mi- 
niſter, againſt her majeſty the queen of Spain, 
and to declare the perſons that were preſent with 
them at theſe calumnies, that they may in their 
turn be examined, each at their court of judica- 
ture; a requeſt that I hope will be approved of by 
your excellencies, ſince by the outrages that I have 
endured from that miniſter, he has a mind to make 
known to the witneſſes, whom I cite, what ſevere 
uſage they muſt expect, and to what degree he will 
carry his revenge againſt them, in caſe that any one 
ſhould have the boldneſs to evidence againſt him, 
or againſt any other of his family. | 

This requeſt, which I make to my auguſt maſter 
the emperor, is ſo juſt, that I am perſuaded I ſhall 
obtain it, from his clemency alone. But as I be- 
lieve it is far from the dignity of the crowns of 
France and Spain, to leave ſo honourable a cauſe 
in the hands of ſuch a weak private perſon as myſelf, 
Ido not doubt but that your excellencies, and the mi- 
niſters of France, will forward the raiſing me to 
this glory, and that they will receive particular or- 
ders, to act in ſuch a manner, that the titles of 
impoſtor, of a man without faith or religion, may 
fall upon thoſe that have improperly made uſe of 
them againſt me, for having defended the virtue 
of your great queen, ſprung from an auguſt family 


that I always revered, to which I have the honour 
M to 
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to be related, by the houſes of Foix and Albert, 
whereof I was born a vaſſal, and a ſubject, and to 
whom my anceſtors owed their all. 

To all this they would in vain oppoſe the miſ. 
fortunes of my life, which have led me ſword in 
hand with the imperial forces into the country of 
the king my antient maſter of glorious memory, 
But the generous refuge which the auguſt houſe of 
Auſtria granted me, in theſe ſame misfortunes, 
and the poſts that ſhe has done me the honour to 
truſt me with almoſt at the ſame time, enjoin me 
to ſerve her with the greateſt zeal and fidelity; a 
man of my birth and education being incapable of 
acting contrary to his glory and duty on any occa- 
fon. But they ought alſo at the ſame time to be 
fully perſuaded, that I ſhall always draw the ſame 
ſword, when it concerns me, to defend the honour 
and perſons of the princes and princeſſes of the 
royal blood of France, with whom J never made 
war. 

In this conjuncture, gentlemen, my vanity is arri- 
ved at the higheſt pitch, and my fortitude encreaſes, 
proportionably to my ſufferings, by the audacious 
abuſes of the marquis de Pris, I am too happy, 
that the reparations due to her majeſty the queen, 
are owing to me; and I am ready to ſuffer yet a 
thouſand times more, for ſo fair and ſo glorious a 
cauſe. It is true, that as for private matters, 
which have paſſed between Prie and me in this af- 
fair, if, when it is finiſhed, he remains ſtill worthy 
of my anger, I ſhall know well how to puniſh 
him myſelf for his inſolencies; which your excel- 
lencies will ſee I have openly declared to our ſupreme 
council of war. | | 

I fend to your excellencies my two diſpatches to 
the court of Vienna, of the 3oth of Auguſt, and of 
the 8th of September, that they may evince and 


make Known the truth to the whole world, which 
is, 
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is, that I have done nothing, but what is juſt, nor 
ſaid any thing but what is true; which will be the 
better perceived, after my proofs are eſtabliſhed by 
the teſtimonies of men of the moſt honour, and of the 
beſt quality in the Low-Countries, Shall I ſtop here, 

entlemen ? for it is not fitting for ſuch a mean 
ſubje& as I am to proceed further: the ſatisfactions 
that are due to the queen, being a work for the 
crowns of France and Spain, with which their mi— 
niſters ought to be charged, 

As to the reſt, fear not, gentlemen, out of any 


regard to me, to diſpoſe as your excellencics plcaſe 


of this letter and papers, that I take the liberty to 
ſend you. For when the honour of a man of my 
rank in the army is attacked, he acknowl-dges 
none above him but God, until he has overthrown 
thoſe audacious and raſh men, who have dared to 
attempt the diſhonouring him in ſuch a ſenſible 
manner, 

Thus, your excellencies will oblige me, by pub- 
liſhing this letter, and all that I ſend to you, to all che 
miniſters that are at Cambray, and even by printing 
the whole, if you think proper, ſecing that this 
matter is not a ſtate-affair, as Pr:? has ſpread 
abroad, but a private quarre] between us, and that 
by his impertinencies, he has given me a right 
to negle& the character with which he is inveſted, 
But I have the ſenſe to diſtinguiſh the relices from 
the aſs that carries them, I am, with the utmoſt 
reſpect, c. Signed, M. Bonneval. At the caſile 


of Anvers, the 12th of September, 1724. 


* 


The laſt words of my letter will make any one 
think of the fable, which I place here only to have 
occaſion to declare that it is none of mine, 


M 2 FABLE 
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The FABLE of the ASS carrying RELICKs, 


A church falling io ruin, the prieſts reſolved to 
tranſport the relicks upon an aſs, to the cathe- 
dral of a neighbouring city. Every where as they 
went along the people fell op their knees, The proud 
aſs took to himſeif all the reſpet?, that was paid to 
the relicks. He raiſed his bead, wagged his ears, 
beat his ſides wwith his tail, and arrived boldly at 
the door of the houſe, where he was disburdened of 
. the holy load, and put in the ſtable. His pride bin- 
dered him from eaiing all night, In the morning be 
broke his halter, and ran about the city, thinking 
to ſee the people proſirate themſelves before him, 
But he was very much aſtoniſhed, when inſtead of 
homage, as the evening before, he found himſelf 
brought back to his ftable, with the ftrokes of a cudgel. 
Here._the relicks repreſent the poſts. that princes 
beſtow ; and the aſs is the margquis de Prie, and 
ſuch like, who being come of the dregs of the people, 
think that all the homage they receive is paid to 
their perſons ;, ſo much are inconſiderable men ſuſcep- 
tible of fooliſh vanity. | 


This letter was followed by another to the em- 
peror's plenipotentiaries at Cambray, which accom- 
panied the particular ſending of my defence, which 
they defired me to Jet them have. I only relate it 
to ſhew how I maintained my rank, 


Gentlemen, 
6 S I was fully perſuaded, that the libels of 
the marquis de Prize, were incapable of 
making an impreſſion on the minds of your excel- 
lencies, I did not think it was neceſſary to apply to 
them the ſame remedies, which I havegCiſtributed 
to perſons, to whom I was leſs kngwn, than I 


have the honour to be to your excellencies, 
. But 
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But as you judge, that it was my duty to impart 
to you the ſame things, I do it the more willingly, 
that having the honour to have been for a long time 
the friend and ſervant of both your excellencies, I 
ſhall be very well ſatisfied that you have a perfect 
knowledge of all my proceedings in an affair, 
which through the imprudence of the marquis dz 
Pris may make ſome noiſe all over Europe, to 
the end that you may judge thereof. 

Another reaſon yet ſtronger than the former, 
made me think, I ought to impart no more of this 
affair to your excellencies, and that you did not 
care to know of it, was, that having made his 
excellency marſhal count de Vindiſgratz acquainted 
with the beginning of it, he has not honoured me 
with an anſwer, altho' I intreated him to communicate 
my letter, and the included papers to his excellency 
the baron de Pentenrieder : but as the baron dUvarr, 
captain in my regiment, only told me to-day, by 
word of mouth, what your excellencies deſited of 
me, I do it very willingly. For your excellencies 
muſt know, that I commonly break off all com- 
merce with mutes, and with thoſe who do not an- 
{wer my letters, Jet them be of whatever rank they 
will. You will find nevertheleſs in this packet two 
expreſſes to Vienna, viz. that of Auguſt go, and 
that of September 8; and I dare flatter myſc]f, that 
you will honour me with an anſwer to my preſent 
letter. 

The titles which the marquis de Prié gives me, 
in the letters which he has wrote to his excellency 
the baron of Pentenrieder, and to M. Fonſeca, 
to communicate to the miniſters at Cambray and 
Paris, and which he has alſo communicated to the 
marquis de Noiſi, the French miniſter at Bruſſels; 
theſe titles, I ſay are the chief end of my ſecond dil- 
patch. For they muſt either fall on the marquis de 
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Pris, or me, according to the laudable cuſtoms of 
Germany, 
T'hus, gentlemen, your excellencies will have the 
goodneſs to permit, and approve of my taking the 
liberty to challenge them at the ſame time, and to 


- Preſerve the ſaid letters, which the marquis ge 


Prit has wrote to them, whatever intreaties he may 


make to get them again. And I hope alſo from 
your juſtice, that if you have communicated them 


to any of the foreign miniſters, as the ſaid marquis 
has deſired, that you will make no difficulty of let- 
ting me have an authentic and collated copy. This 
favour, which I have the honour to demand of 
you, being only, if you have made the publication 
to the ſaid miniſters, that you may equally make 
the ſame thereof to nie, to empower me to defend 
myſelf, ſince otherwiſe this would be giving me a 
ſtab behind, which the German, never do, and 
which both your excellencies are incapable of do- 
ing. I have the honour to be, with the moſt ſin- 


cere affection, &c. Signed, M. Bonneval, at the 


caſtle of Anvers, September 15, 1724. 

As Fonſeca had ſhewn the marquis de Prit's de- 
famatory letter to the count de Morville, I thought 
alſo that I ought to write to him, 


| LETTER 10 the count de Morville, ſecretary of 


ſtate 10 France, for foreign affairs. 


SIX, 


«* Underſtand that M. de Fonſeca, his imperial 


and catholic majcſty's miniſter, had been 


charged by order of the marquis de Prize, to ſhew 
your excellency a letter of this miniſter's, 


The injurious terms with which it is filled, oblige 


me moſt humbly to beſeech your excellency to ſul- 
pend your judgment upon the whole of this affair, 
until that his imperial and catholic majeſty has de- 


cided 
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cided it, and that I can convince your excellency 
that I have not invented the infamies againſt the 
queen of Spain, as the ſaid marquis has laid to my 
charge, for to tax them afterwards upon his family, 
but that they have been really ſpread by thoſe whom 
I have named. As for the reſt, Sir, as the empe- 
ror, my auguſt maſter, keeps this cauſe at his own 
judgment-ſeat, and as he is a prince of perfect equity, I 
hope that in a little time you will know the true 
authors of this abominable calumny, and as this 
monarch is not leſs polite and genteel, than great 
and juſt in all that he does, your excellency may aſ- 
ſure the court, that it will not be neceſſary for it to 
enter into any engagements, on account of ſatisfac- 
tions that may be demanded in the name of France 
and Spain, ſeeing that the emperor's heart is ſo no- 
ble, that it is ſufficient for him to know the guilty 
to puniſh them as they deſerve, without your con- 
cerning yourſelf with it. 

I do not ſend to your excellency my letters to 
Vienna, ſince you will receive them by the French 
plenipotentiaries at Cambray, and that I muſt alſo 
remit them to the marquis de Roiſſi at Bruſſels, when 
my buſineſs gives me time to write them fair : be- 
ſceching you, as to the reſt, Sir, to give no credit 
to what M. Fonſeca, may ſay to you, on my pro- 
ceedings with his patron ; alſo I do not aſk you to 
believe me, but to have the goodneſs to wait the 
deciſion of his imperial and catholic majeſty, which 
muſt manifeſt to all Europe, whether the marquis 
de Prize, or I, is the impoſtor, the man without re- 
ligion or faith, who retrafs himſelf, and invents in- 
famies, & c. I am, Sc. Signed, the count Bonne» 
val, at the caſtle of Anvers, September 12, 


1724. 
I ſet myſelf to juſtify thoſe ſteps; which I did 


by two letters which I wrote, or ſuppoſed to have 
4 wrote, 
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wrote, to two friends, the one at Vienna, the other 
at Bruſſels. 


LETTER from the count Bonneval, to his friend 
at Bruſſels, 
. 

I Received the letter which you honoured me 

with of the 15th, with the copy of your letter 
to count de V. —, the accuſation of the re- 
ception of the packet, ſent by M. Durand, and 
many very, judicious reflections, on the ſtep that I 


have taken by ſending to Cambray, and you know 


where, the diſpatches to Vienna. I ſhall anſwer, 

1. That this affair is private and particular be- 
tween the marquis de Prie and me. 

2, That, as my honour was in danger, it was 
impoſſible for me to ſuffer the calumnies of the 
marquis de P77 to take root, which I could not bet- 
ter prevent than by publiſhing my letters to his im- 


perial majeſty ; wherewith you will ſee that I my- 
ſelf acquainted the emperor, before-hand, in my 


letter of the 8th of September, of my intention to 
do ir, judging it indiſpenſable for the defence of 
my reputation. 

3. That it was fitting, that the miniſters of 
France and Spain ſhould know the truth of what 


had paſſed, fince the marquis de Pri had given 


orders to ſlander me to them, and that as ſuch a 
man as myſelf is not capable of ſending juſtifica- 
tions to any foreign miniſter by ſtealth, I ought to 
do it publickly, and with the confidence and bold- 
neſs of a ſoldier, who has an upright heart, and 
who fears nothing from events. 

4. That having a quarrel with Prie, before I 1 
am ruined by it, which he has attempted; by his 
calumnies, at Paris and Cambray, that is to ſay, 
over Europe, I muſt think of the main affair, 

| which 
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which is, to conquer; that the means and meaſures 
which I have taken, conducting me quite right 
thereto, it does not matter whether this be done ac- 
cording to the method and rules of courts, ſince a 
man of courage willingly hazards a ſmall mortifica- 
tion from his mafter, to arrive at a greater good; 


which is the chief object, that he mutt never loſe 


fight of, and which he ought to fojlow without 
any regard to the neareſt ways, provided they be 
thoſe of good men, tho? therein he might tumble 
his peruke, tear his clothes, loſe his hat, and the 
heels of his ſhoes in leaping the ditches. This 
tells you all; but learn from your ſervant, that 
there are caſes, wherein rules muſt be abandoned to 
ſucceed againſt calumniators. 

As you fee, my dear count, I was not born very 
timorous; but you will find nothing that is not true, 
and like a gentleman, in all that I have communi- 
cated to you. 

As for the reſt, if you attentively read my let- 
ters to his majeſty, you will find, that they mention 
the ſteps that 1 have taken, with all the freedom of 
a ſoldier who fears nothing, not even his maſter, 
when it goes againſt his honour, which I never en- 
gaged, nor will engage as long as I live to any king 
on earth. As to the reſt, the ſtep is taken. I would 
do it yet if it was not done. It conducts me very 
ſtrait to my end, I laugh at all beſides. 

Audaces fortuna juvat, timidoſque repellit. 

A thouſand tender compliments to dear count de 
Lannoy, to the prince de Rubempere, and to a} my 
friends. My reſpect to madam. My heart is 
chearful and content; tho? I have made a reſolu- 
tion to fee nobody here of this country, except how- 
ever, my ſovereign lord, the marquis de Rubbi. 
I am, Sc. Signed M. Bonneval, at the caſtle of 


A 


Anvers, September 16, 1724. 
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A litter of the count Bonneval to one of bis friends, a 
miniſter at Vienna, 


S1R, | 
8 Aving learnt from the prince, that he had the 


honour to give your excellency an account of 
what he knew of my affair with the marquis de 
Pri; ] doubt that the letters of this miniſter, and 
all the infamous libels that he has ſpread againſt my 
honour at the court of France and at Cambray, may 
be all come to your knowledge, ſo that you will 
want no new account thereof. It has been upon 
this point, that my relations and all the houſe of 
Orleans, look upon my ſilence as a confeſſion, of 
what this man, the moſt impudent lyar upon earth, 
has publiſhed againſt me : they have wrote to me 
from all parts, as well as the French miniſters at 
Cambray, to let me know what paſſed againſt my 
reputation, and to adviſe. me to clear up the truth, 
and that there was no time to loſe; for when his 
calumnies were ſuffered to take root, if they ſhould 
be healed, there would always, however, be the 
ſcar of them remaining. 

I have ſtudied for the ſhorteſt means to undeceive 
the public. But at laſt nothing appeared to me to 
be more proper than to ſend to ali the plenipoten- 
tiaries of France and Spain at Cambray, the ſame 
things that I have had the honour to repreſent at the 
foot of his imperial and catholic majeſty's throne, 
and to his ſupreme council of war, with all the re- 
lations and juſtifications exactly copied. 

The only two perſons to whom I have not ſent 
them, are the count de Yindiſeralz and the baron 
de Pentenrieder, miniſters of our auguſt maſter, 
by reaſon that the firſt is too much de Prie's enemy, 
and juſtly ; and the ſecond too much his friend. 


But I acquainted the count de Windiſgratæ, that if 
2 3 he 
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he had the curioſity, he might find them in the 
hands of the French and Spaniſh miniſters, to 
whom J have been ſlandered. 

Your excellency ſees, that it was the neceſſity of 
a juſt defence which has forced me to take this 
ſtep. But as Prie's patrons might miſrepreſent this 
affair to our maſter, I have the honour to ſend you 
the letter which I wrote to the plenipotentiaries of 
Spain, wherein I urged the motives that obliged 
me to communicate all theſe papers to them. Upon 
which I moſt humbly beg of you to prepoſſeſs our 
auguſt maſter, and to make known to this great 
monarch, that an officer raiſed to the military rank, 
which has been conferred upon me by the goodneſs 


and clemency of his imperial and catholic majeſty, 


and who is of a diſtinguiſhed birth in ſuch a grear 
kingdom as France, where he is allied to all the 
greateſt perſons, could not ſuffer the calumnies of 


the marquis de Prie to paſs quietly againſt him, 


without offence to his imperial and catholic ma- 
jeſty himſelf, who has honoured him with conſide- 
rable poſts in his armies, and without being want- 
ing in the natural defence that all the laws permit; 
life being nothing in compariſon of honour. 

Your excellency, if you judge proper, may 
ſhew my letter to the plenipotertiaries from Spain 
to his imperial and catholic majeſty, our auguſt 
maſter, that he may be acquainted before-hand with 
my having done nothing in this, but what is very 
Juſt and very reaſonable. I add the fable quite at 
length, that you may underſtand what I mean, at 
the end of my letters ro the Spaniards, by the 
Relicks and the As that carries them. I am, Ec. 
Signed, M. Bonneval, at the caſtle of Anvers, Sep- 
tember 14, 1724. 


It was thus that I ſpent all the month of September 
in juſtifying myſclt : Prie paſſed it in ſlandering 
me, 
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me. He began on the 21ſt of Auguſt to lay infor- 
mations againſt me: he continued them with the 
more liberty when I was at Azvers : I had a co 

of them; there was not enough therein to fill a 


page. 


According to theſe informations I had quarrels 
every where, and I could not agree with any 
body. 

Within fix or ſeven months that I was at Bruſſels, - 
I had hardly been five or ſix times at church; fleſh 
was eaten at my houſe on forbidden days, and re- 
ligion was evil ſpoken of there. 

I had affected an extraordinary popularity; I 
was attached to the nobility and citizens; T had 
heard their complaints, and had approved and ſup- 
ported them. 

Under pretence of my law-ſuit, I had given large 
informations to France, and my heart was yet en- 
tirely French, | 

I had diſparaged the ſub-governor and his fa- 
mily, and affected to draw thoſe to myſelf that did 
not love him. | 

The citizens had taken up arms, and aſſembled 
to defend me; when I departed they had followed 
me in crowds, and many had offered me large pur- 
ſes filled with gold. | 

The ſatires that had been diſperſed, and the libels 
that had been poſted up againſt the ſub-governor 
and government, were of my making. 

I had ſaid, that if they did not do me juſtice, I 
knew” well how to make them do it : that at Vienna 
every thing was done by money; that the chief 
miniſters were the molt covetous; and that the em- 
peror did nothing of himſelf. | 

I had ſollicited the foreign powers to enter into 
my affair; that I had carried it to the congreſs of 
Cambray; and that it was not my fault that I had 
| | nor 
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not incenſed France and Spain, even to the break- 
ing off the negotiations, 

That I had boaſted that I ſhould deſtroy the ſub. 

overnor, in ſpite of his great patron the prince, 
and of his great patroneſs. | 

The information ſaid, that each article was cer- 
tified by irreprovable witneſſes. I added notes 
to it in the margin, as follows: | 

The count Bonneval has been beloved whereever 
he has been, and he can boaſt that he never had 
any but diſhoneſt men for his enemies. 

He has had the gout ever ſince he has been in 
this country. He has eaten fleſh, but fiſh was 
ſerved on the appointed days for thoſe that were at 
his table. 

He has lived at Bruſſels like as elſewhere. He 
always loved company, and knew how to draw it 
to him by his good. behaviour and good houſekeep- 
ing, as he never thought of hoarding. He con- 


feſſes neverthleſs, that the general crying-down of 


his party, which is herein, has contributed to 
— great friendſhip which they have teſtified to 
im. 

He only ſent to France ſuch accounts as were 
neceſſary and relative to his affairs. He is able to 
prove that it was no fault of his, that he did not re- 
turn thither with honour. He is a Frenchman, 
and ſhall always do himſelf the honour to continue 
one. | 

He has no occaſion to decry the ſub-governor, 
he has too muck regard for his auguſt maſter's ho- 
nour, who only employs him becauſe he does not 
know him. The count Bonneval would hardly 
have ſeen any body, if he excluded all thoſe from 
his company who hated the ſub-governor. 

He is ignorant of the citizens having taken up 
arms: but he knows perfectly, that they were only 


withheld by him, from taking them. The reſt 5 
the 
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f the article is true: if Prie had been in the ſame 
caſe, every one would have demanded of him what 
he had taken from them, inſtead of offering him 
their purſes. . 

1 H- ſpoke of Pri when he ſaid he knew how to 

1 do himſelf juſtice; and it is his intention to puniſh 

81118 him tor the calumnies that he has charged him with, 

it Perhaps he may have ſpoken, as well .as many 
others, of what piſſed at Vienna; but he never 
mentioned the emperor in theſe diſcourſes, unleſs it 
was to ſpeak well of him, altho' he could wiſh that 
his imperial majcſty limited his confidence a little, 

with regard to ſome of thoſe that approached 
him. 

He would not have made his affair publick, if he 
had not been ſlandered in foreign courts, and in par- 
ticular at the congrels of Cambray. His honour, 
which, next to God, is his chief guide, obliged him 
tO it. | 

The laſt article is worthy of the mean. ſoul that 
invented it. The count Bonneva/ has been prince 
Eugenes friend, and ſhould be till, if he had loved 
LH | his glory leſs. He is perſuaded that this prince knows 
[098 him too well, to think that he was capable of ex- 
preſſing himſelf in ſuch a manner. 

[ ſent this information to Vienna with theſe notes 
in the margin, and made it as publick as all my 
other writings, However, my impriſonment con- 
tinued, and I only received uncertain and equivocal 
anſwers. I knew by a thouſand tokens, that the 
artifices and illuſions of my enemies would get the 
upper hand; excepting. a ſmall number of my 
friends, that continued to declare openly for me, 
114. the reſt, by degrees withdrew themſelves, and at 
f | | laſt abandoned me. The new agent to my regi- 
117. ment, that I had nominated in the room of him 

whole letter had diſguſted me, was not admitted, 


under pretence, that as I was a priſoner, it was 
| not 


E 
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not fitting that I ſhould make ſuch diſpoſals: even 
my priſon contracted inſenſibly, and ſeveral of 
thoſe who would have viſited me were ſent away. 


1 knew plainly that they were a little embarraſſed 


upon what de Pric's wife and daughter had faid, 
or had not ſaid, againſt the honour of the queen of 
Spain; and that they reflected very much upon 
the want of reſpect, which they pretended that I 
had had for the emperor's repreſentative : that they 
looked upon it as a heinous offence, that I had ſaid 
that I excepted nobody, not even of the family of 
the ſub-governor of the Auſtrian Low-Countries, 
after having declared that the men who had ſpoken, 
as was reported to me, were rogues and villains, and 
the women whores and jades, who deſerved to have 
their gown-tails cut off : that they thought the ſame 
of the note which I had ſpread abroad, to give the 
lye to thoſe who had ſaid, that half my regiment was 
gone to France ; that it was viſible I had threatened 
de Pris, whoſe father never was a gentleman, to 
cudgel him. A heap of people that were in the ef- 
teem of this new marquis, cried out on all ſides, 
that nobody would be ſecure from my violence, if a 


plenipotentiary of his imperial majeſty was not. 


France and Spain did as my father-in-law and wife 
had ſent me word they would do; that is to ſay, 
that they would abandon me, 

This ill turn in my affairs did not deprive me of 
courage; I continued to write to the emperor and 
to the ſupreme council of war, and I did it always 
in the ſame ſtrain, that is to ſay, in demanding juſ- 
tice, and in ſpeaking of de Prie, as of a man with 


whom it was an extreme abaſement for me to make 


it up. I ſhall only relate the two laſt of theſe 
letters, which put an end to my impriſonment at 
Anvers about the end of October, and occaſioned my 
being ordered to go to Vienna. | 


LET- 
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LETTER to the EMPEROR. 


SIRE, 
Was not born a ſubject of your majeſty, it was 
freely I became ſo; I have no room to repent of 
it: I do not believe alſo that your majeſty may be 


- ſorry, that your auguſt father the emperor Leopold 


received me into his ſervice in a diſtinguiſhed man- 
ner. My blood has flowed more than once for the 
proſperity of your arms, and it is a chance that I 
have eſcaped ſo many dangers into which I have 
been _ hurried - for your glory. I ſhould die with 
grief and ſhame if I knew any one more devoted 
than myſelf to the intereſts of your ſacred perſon 
and your auguſt houſe, It is impoſſible for your 
majeſty to be ignorant how I beſtirred myſelf to 
prevent this fatal peace, which has loft you the 


fruits of your conqueſts and of our labouts. My 


efforts have been in vain, but they have not been 


leſs ardent or fincere : I have been recompenſed 


for them; your majeſty took them kindly of me, 
and this has pleaſed me more than the poſts that 
you have had the goodneſs to trult me with. But, 
Sire, to what do all the favours and diſtinctions 
ſerve, but to mortify my fall, and complete my diſ- 
grace, if I fink in this affair, in which the inſolence 
of the diſcourſes that have been held of a queen, to 
whom I have the honour to be allied, has engaged 
me? I moſt reſpectfully beſeech your majeſty to 
conſider the difference that there is between Priẽ and. 


- me, You have made him all that he is, and with- 


out the employments, with which he 1s inveſted, 
what would he be? You have alſo made me what 
} am, fince I have embraced your ſervice z but you 
have given me neither my name nor my titles; 
theſe I have held from my birth. Moreover, 
Sire, I am a ſoldier, free, true, apd equally inca- 


WE pable 


Coun BONNEYVAL 177 


able of doing or ſuffering a cowardly action. I 
lead nothing but reaſon and juſtice z I uſe no ſhifts 
and ſubterfuges, falſhood and calumny are unknown 
to me; Prie has been concerned in intrigues all his 
life, he is cunning, ſubtle and diſſembling; he 
knows every biaſs that can be given to an affair ; he 
is linked in friendſhip to many of thoſe who have 
the honour to approach your ſacred perſon; he is 
rich, I am not in a condition to make preſents : 
what will become of me, if your majeſty does not 
deign to employ part of your great wiſdom to pierce 
the obſcurities, and diſſipate the falſe lights, in which 
they will not fail to repreſent my behaviour ? For 
the reſt, Sire, I refer to my petition 3 I ask no fa- 
vour, I only deſire ſpeedy juſtice. I ſhall only 
add, that I have been a priſoner near two months, 
and that an hour's impriſonment to a man of my 


condition, is a very great puniſhment.” 
LETTER te the Council or Wan. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 
OUR excellencies will not take it ill that I 
repeat the complaints which I have already 
made to you. My impriſonment is contrary to all 
rules: I look upon it as the effect of the violence 
and ignorance of the military laws of him who put 
me there, Perſuaded of your equity and of your 
Zeal, to maintain your rights and mine, I thought 
that it would have ceaſed as ſoon as you ſhould 
have been informed of it: Lam ſorry I am deceived 
ſince it continues, I cannot But regard ir as your work, 
and as a token that my enemy is ſtrongly upheld. 
This does not hinder me from repeating to your ex- 
cellencies, that I demand ſtrict and exact juſtice 
from you, making it a duty not to doubt, but the 
equity and honourable ſentiments with wi. c be- 
N * lieve 


1 4 
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1 lieve you all to be filled, will prevail over inclina- 
tion and prejudice.” 


In anſwer to theſe letters I received this order. 


11% By order of his ſacred, imPerial, and catholic 
F Ma jeſty. 


T is commanded that count Bonneval, general 

of foot and of the artillery, do appear before 
his ſaid majeſty, to give an account of his behaviour, 
under prohibition of paſſing thro? any city in the 
Low-Countries.“ 


At the ſame time I received a note dated at Vi- 
enna in a counterfeited hand, in theſe terms: You 
if are a loſt man, my dear count, almoſt all the coun- 
5 cil are won over, You are not ignorant that the 

| head will follow the majority. The incident is be- 

come the principal of the affair ; the grounds of it 
will not be even ſpoken of, which they only jeer at 
; Here. You will be a viftim to your generoſity, and 
perhaps to 1he enemies that your merit has made you. 
You are to look to it, whether you will lay yourſelf 
at their mercy. F you knew the hand that traced 
theſe lines, you would not doubt a moment of the 
truth of this advice, and of the ſhare they take in 
what concerns your life, your liberty, and your ho- 
nour. This note was from the counteſs of 8 
waiting maid. This girl, as I before related, ſaved 
my lite. It has been but ſince I came into Turkey, 
where ſhe came to me, that I knew that I had this 

ſccond obligation to her. 
$1708 This note and many other circumſtances dif- 
ö | quieted me: I deliberated ſome days upon what 
| part I ſhould take. I kept no ſecrets from the mar- 
| quis de Rub#:; I communicated to him all the rea- 
15 Jons chat weighed with me: He would give me no 
1 council, 


Clina- 
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council, and defired me not to let him know my 
reſolution z he only warned me to beware of the 
Ttalian Stiletto, and gave me ſome dragoons under 
my command, to eſcort me on whatſoever road I 
ſhould take. My pecuniary affairs were extremely 
out of order: almoſt all the money that I had, 
when my arreſt was notified to me, I ſent to Cecilia, 
which was my Engliſh woman's name; to which I 
added ſome jewels, and part of my plate. I told 
her to think no more of me, at leaſt cill my pro- 
cels was ended one way or other; and that ſhe 
ſhould not go from Bruſſels till I ordered her, I 
ſold the reſt of my plate and equipage: the beſt 
part was ſpent: that which remained, and my 
ſalary that was paid me, amounted to about 
two thouſand guineas, I made the dragoons con- 
duct me to Marayke : I arrived at the Hague to- 
wards the end of O#ober, and ſtaid there till the 
twentieth of November, when I ſet out for Vienna, 
againſt the advice of my friends, except the count 
de Tarrouca, who perſuaded me to that dangerous 
ſtep: what could I do otherwiſe ? all Europe was 
at peace; and I ſhould not have been employed in 
any ſervice, - The bottom of my affair appeared to 
me ſo juſt, as it really was, that I could not imagine 
that the emperor and his council could take any vio- 
ent reſolutions againſt me. I heard from all ſides 
that Prie ttriumphed on my journey to Holland, and 
publickly declared, that I durſt not ſtand the trial 
that I had demanded with ſuch eagerneſs. 

Before my departure I wrote to the emperor. 
I told him in ſubſtance, that I had received the 
order that he was pleaſed to ſend me with reſpect. 
That the time of my arrival not having been fixed 
for me, I thought I might make a tour into Hol- 
land. That tho? it was very hard for me to ſee my- 
{elf treated more rigorouſly than my adverſary, no- 


thing ſhould hinder me from paying to his maz. ity , 
N 2 the 


— 
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by the obedience that I owed him, and from truſting 
to his equity and that of his councils. I performed 
my journey quietly ; it ſcarcely entered my thoughts, 
that my tour to the Hague would be looked upon as 
criminal: I was ſoon undeceived; for at about 
four or five leagues diſtance from Vienna, I had 
orders to go priſoner to the caſtle of Spilberg in Mo- 
ravia. They left me only one or two of my 
ſervants, and I was kept very cloſe and very ſtrictly 
guarded. I was a month without hearing any 
thing. In the month of Fanuary 1725, I was ex- 
amined by three imperial commiffioners. The ex- 
amination turned upon the publick declaration that 
J had made on the foregoing 17th of Auguſt, on 
account of the diſcourſe that I pretended had been 
held by the marchioneſs de Pris and the countels 
a Apremont her daughter. They talked to me about 
the refuſal that I had made, to receive the attach- 
ments that were ordered me by the governor of 
Bruſſels; and of my ſlowneſs in obeying the orders 
4108 to remove myſelf to the caftle of Anvers, Above 
bis all, they N me very much upon my journey 
{ſh to Holland: they repreſented to me the emperor's 
7 6 order, wherein it was ſpecified, that J ſhould go to 
„ Vienna the neareſt way. I comprehended by this 
In examination, that they would not enter upon the 
1 diſcourſe of de Priò's wife and his daughter, nor upon 
1 the letters that he had wrote againſt me, and wherein 
| he had treated me as a flanderer, as a man without 
religion or faith. Thus I was the ſole party in the 
1 cauſe. The heads of my accuſation were, that J 
„ had offended the repreſentative of his imperial ma- 
„ jeſty, that I had diſobeyed him, and thoſe that were 
ii inveſted with his authority. This horrible and dia- 
bolical turn that de Pri#'s friends had given to our 
| proceſs, I confeſs aſtoniſhed me; bur it did not 
| at all diſconcert me. I made a fadlum; but my 
condemnation was ſo ſpeedy that it could not 1: 
* 


Cou NT BONNEFLAL. 181 


preſented: nevertheleſs T tranſcribe it, as a proof of 
the partiality or precipitation of my judges, and of 
my innocence. | 
HE count Bonneval repreſents to bis imperial and 
catholic majeſty and to the ſupreme aulic council 
of war, that be is all at once both the accuſer and the 


accuſed, That, nevertheleſs, be is ſole in the cauſe, 


alths* the accuſations which he bas laid againſt bis 
adverſary, are without compariſon more grievous 
than thoſe with which he is charged. He could not 
imagine that ſuch a venerable court of judicature, on 


. which the eyes of all Europe are fixed, could give 


attention only to the accuſations entered by one party, 
and abſolutely neglef thoſe that the other had pro- 
duced, 

He is not afraid to ſay, that this manner of pro- 
ceeding cannot be regular, and that it is at leaſt 
contrary to the common rules of juſtice, that ought 
to hear all thoſe that apply to her, and to declare 
that they are wrong or right. Two perſons that 
mutually accuſe each other, may both be culpable. 
Why then do they only ſtick to the proſecution of 
one alone? Criſpus had injured Cæſar, Cæſar re- 
venged himſelf by his private authority, and did it 
to exceſs : both demanded juſtice, By what right 
ſhould Cæſar alone be heard; is not the ſame de- 
claring, that the revenge which he had taken was 


Juſt, and that Criſpus only was guilty ? Moreover, 


who ſhall proſecute Cæſar if Criſpus ſinks, and that 
by a capital or ignominious puniſhment he 1s put 
out of condition to demand and obtain juſtice. 

It is reaſonable then, and the practice of all courts 
of judicature is ſuch, that they examine both par- 
ties, and decide thereupon, - The count Bonneva# 
dare ask, whether they have examined the com- 
plaints which he made againſt the marquis de Prie, 
and what judgment they have paſſed thereon ? He 
rightly ſuppoſes that they have done neither, ſee- 

| | N 3 ing 
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ing that on this account they have not communj. 
cated to him any defence or anſwer of the ſaid mar- 
quis, to the end that he might make his obſerva. 
tions and replies thereto z if his complaints were un- 
worthy of attention, or notoriouſly unjuſt and ill- 
founded, they ought to have juridically declared it. 
But it is certain that ſuch declaration could not have 
been made if they had examined them; and he is 
almoſt in the right to think, that this examination 
was only omitted, becauſe they would have been 
- obliged to have made a quite contrary declaration : 
Upon which he takes the liberty to ask, what privi- 
lege his adverſary has, that they diſcharge him of 
the accuſations articled againſt him, and ſtick 
only to thoſe which he had produced ? 

He proceeds to lay before the eyes of the ſupreme 
aulic council of war, the complaints which he has 
already exhibited, to the end that they may per- 
ceive that they were not unworthy of their atten- 
tion. | 

The wife of the marquis de Prie and her daugh- 
ter the counteſs d' Apremont, have held, even in 
the preſence of the ſaid marquis, inſolent converſa- 
tions againſt the honour and reputation of the pre- 
ſent queen of Spain; and they have not only held 
them, but gave them out for certain, adding there- 
unto their own, refl:&ions, as offenſive as the ſlan- 
derous fable that they uttered. 

Allied to the royal family of France, and hav- 
ing in particular the greateſt obligations to the houſe 
of Orleans; the count Bonneval thought that both 
his honour and duty obliged him to defend the ho- 
nour of that great princeſs, which they ſo cruelly 
rend in pieces. He has publickly declared, that he 
held all thoſe for diſhoneſt people that talked in, 

ſuch a manner; adding, that he did not except any 
body, tho even they ſhould be of the ſub-gover- 
nor of the Low-Country's family, He has informed 
| | the 
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the emperor of the calumny and the calumniators, 
he has made himſelf a party againſt them, and has 
demanded juſtice thereupon. He has proved the 
realiry of the calumny; he has diſcovered the ſource 
of it, in a manner which he has a right to call in- 
conteſtable, at leaſt, until they have examined and 
decided it, | 
Tho? even it ſhould be true, that he has explained 
himſelf too roughly, and that he ought to have 


been contented with not excepting any body with- 
out the marquis de Pri?'s family; the wrong that 


he may have done, ſhould not prevent the 
juſtice of his complaints, and ſhould not diminiſh 
the enormous fault the wife and daughter of the 
ſaid marquis de Price have committed by talking, 
as they have done at ſeveral times, and with exaſ- 
peration, of the queen of Spain. He conſents to be 
puniſhed, if they judge that he has deſerved it; but 
he cannot forbear demanding, that they do juſtice to 
his complaints, and that they puniſh thoſe who have 
given room for them. There is no dignity, ex- 
cept the ſovereign one, that ſhelters from theſe ſorts 
of purſuits, there is none that ought to exempt from 
puniſhment. Crowned heads are always venerable, 
and ought to take it kindly of thoſe who will not 
ſuffer them to be inſulted ; all the ſovereigns them- 
ſelves are intereſted to maintain theſe maxims, and 
to pardon the exceſs that may be committed 1n fol- 
lowing them, Would not they approve of a Ger- 
man, that in the French or Spaniſh ſervice, ſhould 
give the lye to thoſe who ſhould have the audacity 
to calumniate their imperial majeſt ies. 

But there wants much of the count Bonneval's 
caſe, allowing that he has committed any excels, 
the calumny was one of the moſt atrocious. It was 
public at Bruſſels that the marchioneſs de Prie and 
her daughter had diffuſed it. He was obliged then, 


in order to ſtop the courſe of it, to evince, that from 
| N 4 what- 
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* whatever part it came, it merited no belief. After 
all, what are the marchioneſs de Prie and her, 
daughter, in compariſon of a princeſs of the blood ; 
of France, and a queen of Spain? After having 
treated this princeſs as they have done; is there an 
TG odious appellation which they do not deſer ve? 
* Moreover, the count Bonnt val has not named them 
15 at all; intereſted as he was in this affair, it was all 
that they could expect of his politeneſs and modera- 
WH tion, | | 
108 Conſequent to this firſt affair, the marquis de 
| Pris has wrote to his imperial majeſty's miniſters 
at Paris and Cambray, that the count Bonneval 
was a man without religion or faith; that he had 
| invented the calumnies that he had raiſed; and that 
the ſome of thoſe he had cited for witneſſes were ready 
to give him the lye. Theſe letters are real, and 
the count Bonneval demands juſtice upon them, He 
| is of a birth and rank not to be injured with im- 
bis punity by any one whatſoever. It cannot be ſaid, 
ſs that the ſaid marquis de Prie has wrote in this man- 
ner, in quality of repreſentative of his imperial ma- 
jeſty : this quality, as venerable as it is, cannot juſ- 
tify ſuch exceſſes, nor withhold him from the pu- 
niſhment that he deſerves for having committed 
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10 them; at leaſt he ought to be obliged either 
"TIME to prove or retract what he has advanced. 
1 Nevertheleſs, the ſaid marquis remains unmoleſted, 


he is continued in his employ ments, and every 
; day receives new favours ; inſtead of which, the 
| count Bonneval is impriſoned like a criminal, and 
112007 that far from having regard to his complaints, they 
10 have affected not to make the leaſt mention of them 
1 in his examination, wherein they only ſpoke to him 
' 5 of too little reſpect for the repreſentative of his im- 
444K perial majeſty,” and of the difficulty as well as the 

1 flownels which he ſhewed in obeying the orders 
| that had been ſignified to him, as well on the par 
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of the ſaid repreſentative, as on that of his imperial 
majeſty. | 

Sire, it is to theſe articles that his proceſs is re- 
duced, which he never could have believed; he is 
going to endeavour fo juſtify theſe difficulties and 
this ſlowneſs. When the marquis de Pris had 
cauſed the attachments to be notified to count Bon- 
neval, it 1s evident that he made himſelf judge in 
his own cauſe. It ig nototious, that in ſuch a caſe, 
other governors would have carried their complaints 
to the court of judicature, on which they them- 
ſelves depended, and that they would have waited 


for the orders thereof. The . coynt Bonneval gave 


no attention to the precipitate Violence that was 
uſed with regard to him; it was not the motive of 
his refuſal; he only refuſed becauſe the attach- 
ments were not ſerved upon him 1n the uſual courſe, 
which was not for the governor of Bruſſels, but for 
the marſhal count de Veblen, to intimate ſuch or- 
ders to him, He even cauſed the marquis de Prie 
to be told, that he would receive the attachments by 
his orders; and that he would not go out the reſt 
of the day, for to give him time to inſtruct him- 
{elf in the forms which he did not underſtand, The 
ſaid count demanded to know in what he had of- 
fended, and if he ought not to repreſent, that they 
had violated the laws and cuſtoms, to which he had 
{worn obſervance. . 

He was the ſame with regard to the order that he 
had received to go to the caſtle of Anvers, He 
only deferred to execute it, becauſe that it was not 
ſignified to him in the uſual method. He did not 
at all diſpuce the marquis de Pri?s authority, but 
only the manner in which he exerciſed it. He 
thought it contrary to the military law, If he was 
miſtaken, could they make a crime of it? Much 
more, maugre all the reaſons which he thought he 


had for not obeying, he ſubmitted himſelf; 3 
| 50 
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that the motive which had determined him to that 
ſubmiſſion ſhould make the faults forgotten, which 
might have been committed. He knew that the 


citizens, who were irritated againſt the marquis de 


Prize, only ſought an opportunity to ſhew their re- 
ſentments. Theſe citizens aſſembled about his 
houſe, which was inveſted by diverſe decachments. 
They delivered a note to him, which he has ſent to 
his imperial majeſty. As ſoon as he had read this 
note, he got into his coach and went through the 
city as faſt as poſſible. Are theſe the proceedings of 
a man that would flee irom legal authority ? Do 
not they imply on the contrary the utmoſt reſpe& 
and devotion, incompatible with diſobedience and 
rebellion. He does not pretend, however, to make 
a merit of having refuſed the ſeditious offers that had 
been made to him, he only alledges this refuſal, to 
ſhew that he is a faithful ſubject, and that he ſhould 
have obeyed the orders of the marquis de Pris upon 
the ſpot, if he had not thought that he had grounds 
to conteſt the manner in which they were ſignified to 
him. 

The councils, which the ſaid marquis aſſembled, 
thought as count Bonne val did; they judged that 
there was no room for an attachment, and that he 
muſt wait the ſupreme orders of his imperial ma- 


jeſty; for which cauſe the marſhal count de Veblen 
refuſed to aſſiſt the will of the ſaid marquis, unleſs 
he ſignified it to him in writing. The others have 
been leſs ſcrupulous, and were not at all afraid of 
acting againſt the reſult of the councils. Theſe 
acts, conſiſtent with the proceſs, do not they prove 
at leaſt that the count Bonneval had ſome founda- 
tion, and ſuſpended his obedience on thoſe grounds, 
and for the form ſake, and that he was not particu- 
lar in his ſentiments? According to what they 
built on, 1n examining him upon the journey that 
he took to Holland; the count Bonneval appre- 


hends, 
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hends that this ſtep has been taken for a formal 


diſobedience to the orders iſſued from the imperial 
throne, and that this is the only or chief article of 
his proceſs. | 

To juſtify himſelf with regard to this, he will 
not mention his views and intentions; he knows 
that they are in the right to reject all the proteſta- 
tions that he could make of their ſimplicity ard in- 
tegrity. He limits himſelf to the ſhewing that he 
has obſerved the very letter of the orders that he re- 
ceived ; and as his intentions cannot juſtify him; ſo 
the intentions which they might have had in inti- 


mating to him theſe orders, cannot accuſe him, 


He was ordered to go to Vienna by the neareſt 
road, without paſſing thro* any town in the Low- 
Countries. He was not ordered to go thither in- 
ſtantly, or that it was from Anvers that he was to 
go thither ; neither was the road, nor the time that 
he muſt take in going, preſcribed to him. Thus 
free in all theſe reſpects, he went to Holland. It is 
of very little ſignificancy to know why; it was upon 
buſineſs, for ſome inclination of heart, for to refreſh 
himſelf after ſeven weeks impriſonment that he had 
endured at Anvers. As ſoon as he had ſatisfied his 
fancy, he ſer out for Vienna; he took the neareſt 
road, and paſſed through no town in the Low- 
Countries, 

Beſides the perfect liberty he was in to make this 
Journey, one of the ſtrongeſt reaſons determined 
him to it, He was warned in more places than one 
to beware of the Lalian ſtilleto. He was not ſtrong 
enough in caſh to travel according to his rank and 
quality. They had ordered him no eſcort z it was 
not requiſite for him to take one, as it would have 
ſeemed to all Germany as tho' he was led priſoner ? 
He thought that he muſt take another courſe to avoid 
the Italian ſtilleto, and even in ſome ſort, ſuffer 


his reſolution to be ſuſpected: tho' even he ſhould 
not 
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not have had all the liberty that he imagined him- 
ſelf to have, did not the warnings that he had re- 
ceived, authorize him to diſconcert the meaſures 
that might have been taken to deſtroy him ? Was not 
this aſſuring the execution of the order that was 
given him to go and render an account of his beha- 
viour? In ſuch a circumſtance, is it neceſſary to 
have demonſtrative proofs for taking ſome precau- 
tions? are not ſome warnings ſufficient, eſpecially 
when one knows his enemy's character? 

The honour of the count Bonneval was too 
deeply engaged for him to abandon his proceſs, 
becauſe they ſuſpected his having thought of it, 
The calumnies ſpread againſt the queen of Spain, 
I the heinous offences which the marquis de Priẽ had 
175 charged him with in his letters, ſtuck too cloſe to 
5 his heart, for him to ceaſe purſuing the puniſh- 
1 ment and reparation thereof, whatever it might coſt 
[LR him. It was not that he wanted powerful motives 
11 to conſider upon it; the difference that was made 
110 between him and his adverſary, foretold him but 
1 0 too much what he had to expect; and others, that 
11 he ſhould come and undergo a ſentence, perhaps al- 
JA ready pronounced in ſecret ; but the count Bonneval 
N does not fear an arreſt that can only oppreſs with- 
1 out ſtaining him, inſtead of which, in avoiding the 
. ſentence, his diſhonour would have been certain; all 
112008 Europe being informed of his affair, would have 
had room to believe that he had impoſed on them 
by his writings, and that he acknowledged him- 
lelf deſerving of the infamous titles that his enemies 
00 had blackened him with. 
„ His honour being ſecure, the lot that was pre- 
| j ih pared, gave him very little uneaſineſs. The only 
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thing that he requeſted was, that if he was puniſhed 
for keeping to the letter of the order, that he had 
to go to Vienna, they would not leave the marquis 
de Prit unpuniſhed, who had called him an impoſ- 

tor, 
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him in any reſpect.“ 
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for, a man without religion, or faith; nor the 
wife and daughter of the marquis, who have had the 
aſſurance to rend in pleces the reputation of a great 
ueen. 
7 It remains to ſpeak of the repreſentation of his 
imperial majeſty, which they pretend to have been 
injured : but the contrary is fo evident in the proceſs, 
that it would be unneceſſary to add any thing to it. 
The count de Bonneval will only obſerve, that this 
venerable reprefentation is much more injured by 


thoſe who were inveſted with the character thereof, 


than by the purſuits of thoſe that reproached them. 
Theſe repreſentatives are only venerable, ſo long as 
they do not forſake their character. When they 
ſtrip themſelves thereof, when they diſhonour it by 
unworthy actions, by the ſtrongeſt reaſon they can- 
not ſecure themſelves from the contempt that is due 
to them, and from the complaints that there is a 
right to make thereupon. All that the marquis de 


Pri did in quality of the emperor's repreſentative, 


the count Bonneval has reſpected as much as he 
ought; and he does not believe, that it can be 
thought, his earneſtnefs for the obſervation of the 
preſcribed formalities has been contrary to that re- 
ſpect. But as it is not under this quality, that the 
ſaid marquis has diſgraced him by his letters, and 
that he has ſuffered, that his wife and daughter 
ſhould diſparage the queen of Spain to the degree 
that they have done; the ſaid count has demanded, 
and ſtill requires puniſhment and reparation there- 
upon, If it is granted him, he ſhall believe, in 
whatever manner they ſha]l uſe him, that they ſhall 
have done him juſtice. If it be refuſed him, he 
ſhall regard himſelf as a victim, that they ſhall 
have facrificed, to ſupport a man, who, ſetting 
aſide his repreſentation, could not be compared to 
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As ſoon as I was conducted to Spilberg, I wrote 


to the emperor in theſe terms, 


. 
0 HAT crime have I committed, that I am 


even prohibited irom throwing myſelf at 
the feet of your auguſt majeſty, to implore your 


Juſtice? I expected that you would do me the fa- 


vour to hear me, and I was in-no apprehenſion, 
that the credit of my enemies could prevail fo far, 
as to deprive me thereof. Sire, Prié or I are in 


fault. We mutually accuſe each other. It is 


your equity to examine, and to judge us both, 
Nevertheleſs I appear alone in the ſcene, as tho? 
the honour of a great queen, and my reputation, 
were of no conſideration with your majeſty, and your 
councils. I beſeech you again, as I have already 
done, that Pri? may be dealt with as I am, That 
he may be commanded to come and give an account 
of the calumnies, that he and his family have pub- 
liſhed, and for which I have demanded juſtice.” 


I was ſo full of indignation againſt the moſt part 
of thoſe that compoſed the council of war, that I 
would not take the trouble to write to them. I was 
advertiſed, at the beginning of February, that they 
were aſſembled on my affair, and that it appeared 
by their diſcourſe, that their deſign was to condemn 
me to death, or to a perpetual impriſonment, be- 
cauſe that I had not obeyed ſpeedily enough, eſpe- 
cially the order that had been ſignified to me to go 
to Vienna. It was added, that the emperor had 


not approved of this rigour. That prince Eugene 


had not aſſiſted at this council; and that he had 
ſaid publickly, that he had been too much my 
friend; and afterwards I had too much diſobliged 
him, for him to take any conſideration of what 
concerned me. Mo 


ote 
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I received a note from that unknown hand, that 
had warned me, that I was undone, if I went to 
Vienna. Do not flatter yourſelf, my dear count, . 
ſaid they to me, all your judges are in your ene- 
my's intereſt ; it is certainly known, that they will 
condemn you to death. Save yourſelf, if it is poſ- 
ſible 2 all cfForts have been made to approach your 
priſon, bur in vain : your enemies fear you, and 
they will not let you cſcape. All Vienna is for 
you; perſons of the beſt quality openly ſollicit your 
judges in your favour z but they receive nothing 
but rough anſwers. Once more, ſave yourſelf and 
live; it not for yourſelf, at leaſt, for thoſe that 
love you. 

I had hardly received this note, when the count 
de Thaun came to notily to me, that the ſupreme 


aulic council of war had condemned me to death 


but that the emperor, through his ſpecial goodneſs, 
and full power, had prevented that ſentence from 
being pronounced; and that he ſignified to me, in 
his imperial majeſty's name, that I was diſmiſſed 
from his ſervice, and thac I ſhould be impriſoned a 
year. 

I confeſs, that maugre all the warning that I had 
received, this ſentence was a thunderbolt to me. I 
contained myſelf however in 7 haun's preſence, not 
to give him the pleaſure of being witneſs to my ſor- 
row. I abandoned myſelf to it as ſoon as he had 
left me. It was not the ſentence of death, the loſs 
of my employments, nor my impriſonment for a 
year, that cauſed my vexation; I looked upon no- 
thing but Prie's triumph, and the ſhame of having 
ſunk ur.der the intereſt of this man, who was ſo in- 
terior to me in all reſpects. When reflection had 
calmed my firſt tranſports, which, to ſay the truth, 
approached nearly to madneſs, I addreſſed the fol- 
towing letter to the emperor, 


SIRE, 
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SIRE, | | 
Am then ſacrificed : and what is the fulneſs of 


humiliation for me, it is to Pr:e, his wiſe and 
his daughter. I do not at all thank your majcſty, 
for having ſoftened the rigour of the ſentence pro- 
nounced againſt me; death would have put an end 
to,my F6ubles, and the life that you give me, will 
ſerve only to multiply them. Your majeſty knows 
that I never implored your favour in this affair; I 
only demanded juſtice of you : if it had been done 
me, you would have no need to exerciſe your cle- 
mency. As I believe that my honour is ſecure, 
and that I do not doubt, but all the world will 


: condemn thoſe that have judged me, my greateſt 


trouble is, that J can no more ſay, as I have done 
until now, that the throne of your majeſty is 
inacceſſible to intrigue, artifice, falſehood and 


calumny.” 


1 cannot tell whether I ſent this letter, or if it 
was ſeen; but I perfectly remember, that I was 
forbid writing to any one whatſoever, and that the 
governor had orders to burn all the letters that I 
ſhould write, or that came to me. Thus my ſoli- 
tude was Compleat ; and excepting the governor, 
who commonly eat with me, I abſolutely ſaw no- 
body, and had no conſmerce with any one; for 


when I was condemned they took away my valet de 


chambre, and another ſervant, whom they had 
given leave to ſhut themſelves up with me. Aban- 
doned to myſelf the greateſt part of the time, I 
found employment, There were ſome books in the 
caſtle 3 I had ſoon read them. I ſet myſelf to wri- 
ting, purpoſely to get rid of the thoughts of my af- 
flicting ſituation. . 

1 deſcribed my judges; the picture was true, 


and conſequently very little fayourable, I ſhall 
not 
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not relate any ſtroke of it, becauſe I believe I have 
ſufficiently proved their injuſtice, and that my 
juſtification is my only ſcope. I cannot forbear 
ſaying, that theſe pictures favoured them ſo much, 
that the governor and his wife, to whom I read 
them without telling the name, gueſſed them all. 
That of the count de Thaun, for example, began 


thus: It eannot be denied, but that he is a ſoldier; 


he has all the manners of one, excepting what his 
ſtay in Jay reformed. ——They preſently cried out, 
it is your preſident the count de Thaun, 

I drew alſo the characters of all the generals that 
I had ſeen in command, ſince I had been capable of 
judging of them myſelf. As they only touched on 
their qualities as generals, and not on their virtues 
or vices, I believe | may relate ſome of them. 

The marſhal de Catinat underſtood war, but 
more by ſtudy than genius: the art ſeemed too 
open in his operations, and he was incapable of rai- 
ſing himſelf above the common rules. 

The marſhal de Villeroy could never make him- 
ſelf beloved or eſteemed by his troops. It was 
commonly ſaid, that he knew very well how to 
chuſe a camp; I do not know why they ſaid it: 
this is certain, that he did not know how to make 
uſe of opportunities, and that on the day of action, 
there was need of another general. 

The marſhal de Boufflers had ſucceeded in mak- 
ing himſelf beloved, but not in making himſelf 
eſteemed, He was not made to command above 
ten or twelve thouſand men. The fear of hurting 
the ſtate, or riſking his own fortune, kept him in a 
continual uneaſineſs, and hindered him from form- 
ing any project to ſtick to. As ſccond, he had 
one wonders. 

I never ſerved under the duke of Berwick, nor in 
an army that was oppoſed to him, fo I ſhall ſay 


nothing of him. 
| O The 
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troops with a boldneſs 
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The marſhal de Villars had been, in the war of 
1501, the Achille: of France; he encamped well, 
he knew how to animate his troops, they loved him, 
they eſteemed bim, nd had a thorough confidence 
in him. I do not know, however, if his reputation 
was not a little above his merit. I have heard ſay, 
that at Fridlingen, he ought to have been beaten z and 
his enterprize was like that of a man, that would either 
deftroy or advance himſelf. I was witneſs that he 
might have beaten prince Eugene, when we paſſed 
the Trouille, and that he was beaten at Malplaguet, 
thro? the fault of having choſen his ground, as bad 
as poſſibly he could do. For Denain, it was 
purely a ſurprize, and his merit was in not allowing 
us time to reconnoitre. 

The duke de Vendome lived with his foldiers as if 


they had been his children. They adored him, and 


believed they were marching to victory in following 
him. He was admirable in the day of action. It 
is impoſſible to be braver. At one glance of the 


eye, he knew all the advantages and diſadvantages 


of his ſituation, and thoſe of the enemy, and di- 
ſtinguiſned where he muſt make his greateſt efforts. 
He went thither himſelf. His example, and the 
danger to which he _ himſelf, inſpired his 

d livelineſs, beyond what 
I can expreſs. The campaign in 1708, did no 
injury to his reputation, the publick made account 
of what he would have done, if he had commanded 
alone. | ; 

Prince Eugene was active, vigilant, and enter- 
prizing. Wiſdom was his peculiar character. He 
made uſe of craft, as readily as ſtrength. He fa- 
tigued his enemy, by the multicude of attentions 
that he obliged them to have, He formed ſo many 
projects, that at laſt ſome ſucceeded for him. 
When he commanded alone, he never riſked a deci- 
five action. His meaſures were ſo well taken, that 

— his 
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his victory muſt have the moſt advantageous conſe- 
quences, and that his ill ſucceſs could be but mo- 
derate. It was only at Denain, that, by I know not 
what fatality, he ſwerved from his maxims. Had 
it not been for the victory that he gained over the 
Turks, his glory would have ſuffered extremely in 
the campaigns of 1912, and 1713. 

The duke of Marlborough, always ſucceſsful, 
has been the hero of this age. His great ſkill has 
been the ſource of his good fortune. It is impoſſi- 
ble to profit better by the faults of an enemy, than 
he did. Schellenberg, Hochſtet, Ramillies, Oude- 
narde, and even Malplaguet, are the fruits of his 
bravery, and the wiſdom of his diſpoſitions. 
He wanted nothing to add to his glory, but to 
have had to deal wich generals more capable of 
entering into competition with him. In going the 
right way to work, the ſo imperfect victory of 
Malplaquet is the moſt glorious that he has won. 

I alſo drew up the life of Pris, and his illufMious 
family. He was a Florentine, and of ſo mean a fa- 
mily, that it was never known, If he had been 
pope, Nepotiſin would not have been at all feared. 
His pretty figure had been the making 'of his for- 
tune; a rich beneficed man took him into his ſer- 
vice, and in return he gratified him in his will. 
The reſt were in the ſame taſte. * I have torn all 
theſe papers, which I only wrote to amuſe myſelf, 
without any deſign to make uſe of them, and be- 
ſides, this ſort of revenge ſeemed to me unworthy of 
a man of my condition. 

What I applied myſelf to the moſt was, to try 
my cauſe myſelf. I proceeded therein with all the 
rigour of an impartial and inflexible judge. It is 
the only one of the papers that I have preſerved. 
It will be ſeen whether I have well ſupported the 


character that I had given myſelf, 
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The CAUSE of Count BONNEPY AL, 
drawn up, and tried by himſelf. 


. 3 QuesTI1ONS, ANSWERS, 

(088K HY have you /0 Have the honour to 
15 highly taken the be related to this 
(46 queen of Spain's part ? . princeſs. I have infinite 


could you have taken it 
as warmly againſt others, 
as againſt the marquis de 
Prie and his family. 


obligations to her family, 
Proximity of blood and 


acknowledgments made 


me look upon it, as an 


indiſpenſable obligation, 
bf | to oppoſe myſelf to calumny and lyes. I ſhould 
4. have thought myſelf unworthy to live, if I had not 
160 157 done it. Any other, beſides the marquis de Prie, 
would have puntſhed his wife and daughter, or would 
have given me an account of his re fuſal, ſword in hand. 
Are you very ſure that Nothing is more cer- 
this calumny was firſt ut- tain, I obtained all the 
tered in the marquis de neceſſary informations, 
Priẽ's houſe ? before I exclaimed a- 
161 gainſt it. People of ho- 
5 nour have aſſured me of it, and have confirmed 
e what they told me. I have named them, and re- 
MLT queſted, that they might be examined, 
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1 = Nevertheleſs 


ſeveral 
perſons, that were at the 
marquis de Priẽ's houſe, 
at the time when, ac- 
cording as you ſay, iheſe 
diſcourſes were held, have 
declared, that they did 
not bear them, 


The power of a ſub- 
governor of the Low- 
Countries is very great; 
he is in a fituation to 
recompenſe, and to make 
himſelf feared. Negative 
witneſſes, in ſuch a mat- 
ter, cannot prevail a- 


| | _ gainſt poſitive. When 
1 a diſcourſe has been heard, it cannot be ſaid, that it 
„ has not been held; whereas it is very poſſible, 
%%, that ſeveral may not have heard it, or might not give 
| w attention enough thereto, to be able to relate it W y. 
0 | 6 


Hou comes it then, 
that the marquis de Pric 
has ſaid, that you were 
the author of the calum- 
ny, and that you had 
made the monſter that 
you fought with? 
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It is what I cannot 
comprehend, I yield to 
be put to death, in the 
moſt ſhameful and cruel 
manner, if they can con- 
vict me of ſo execrable 
a crime; but I demand 
alſo, that the marquis de 


Prize may be treated, as I conſent to be, if he does 


not prove what he has advanced. 


You kated the marquis, 


you have boaſted that you 


would daſtroy him. 


I own that I did not 
love him : his character, 
and mine were quite op- 
polite. It is abſolutely 


falſe, that I ſhould boaſt that would deſtroy him, or 
even that I had any ſuch deſign before our quarrels. 


Could you not bade de- 
clared yourſelf leſs pub- 
lickly, and leſs roughly ? 
why was it neceſſary that 
you ſhould mention the 
margquig de Prie's family ? 


The calumny againſt 
the queen of Spain be- 
ing public, the contradic- 
tion, and denial muſt 
be ſo likewiſe. I own 
that I might have ex- 


preſſed mylelt leſs rough- 
ly, and that it is not conſcquentially, that a woman, 
who ſpreads a flanderous piece of news, mult be a 
whore and jade. I might alſo not have mentioned 
the marquis de Prie's family, but I was not maſter 
of my temper: and I made ſo great a diffe- 
rence between the queen of Spain, and thoſe men 
or women, that had ſpoken ill of her, that I did 
not think, I ought to ſpare the terms. Beſides I 
neither named the marquis, nor his wite, nor his 
daughter in that declaration; and they cannot prove, 
that the notes, wherein they were named, have been 
ſpread by my orders. 
Why did you publiſo The marquis de Prie 
at the congreſs of Cam- had wrote letters againſt 


bray, and every where me: he treated me therein 
| elſe, 
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elſe, your diſpatches to 


the court of Vienna ? 


as the worſt of villaing, 
The only means that ] 
had to confound this bold 


Nanderer, was to make the ſubje& of our quarrel 
known every where : which I could not do better, 


than by publiſhing the papers that I had addreſſed 


to the emperor. 
Yau refuſed the at- 
tachments : did not you 


ought to have obeyed 


them proviſionally, if they 
were wrong ordered? 


Perhaps I ſhould have 


done better; but I only 


refuſed them, becauſe they 
were not intimated to 
to me, according to the 
rules which I believed, 


and which I ſtill believe, that a governor has no right 
to derogate from, I ſay the ſame thing ot the order 


tor me to go to Anvers. 
Why did nat you af- 
fume the tone of a pelili- 
oner in your writings, 
and in your letters eſpe- 
cially to the council of 
war ? you have ſpoke 10 
ibem as tho” you was 
their equal, The ſe proud 
and lofty ways muſt have 
offended them, and pre- 


poſſeſſed them againſt you. 


A man of my rank 
knows not how to abaſe 
himſclf to any thing that 
ſavours of mearineſs and 
cowardice, The cauſe 
that I defended is ſo juſt, 
that I thought I ſhould 
diſhonour it, if I had 
done otherwiſe therein, 
Firmneſs, and even pride 
agrees with innocence, 
which knows not what it 


— 
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is to aſk. favour, and can only offend thoſe who 
know not how a gentleman ſhould think, eſpecially 
if he is of high birth. I wrote whatever would ſerve 
for my defence, and I have done it in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to ſhew that right and reaſon were on my 
ſide, and that I could not be refuſed the juſtice that 
I demanded without violating them. 

You went to Holland I own that I was in the 
inſtead of going the wrong, if the thing is 
neareſt way io Vienna, to be carried to the ut- 


molt 
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as yon were ordered: moſt ſeverity”; but the 
could you be ignorant that order did not ſpecify ei- 
ſuch a diſobedience was ther the time of my ſet- 
a capital faull ? ting out, or that of my 

arrival, I thought I was 
at liberty to rake a journey, I had ſtrong reaſons 
for concealing what road I ſhould take; and for going 
one in which my enemies would not expect me, I 
confeſs that it might be ſuppoſed that I conſidered 
whether I ſhould obey; and that even for ſome 
time I had a mind to diſobey : but alſo the con- 
trary might be ſuppoſed. Why of two ſuppoſitions, 
equally probable, ſhould one be choſen. to adhere 
to more than the other? J could have retired into 
France, the ſentence that was formerly pronounced 
againſt me having been diſannulled. Can it be 
imagined that I would have come and expoſed 
myſelf to a certain condemnation, if I could 
have thought that my excurſion to Holland would 
have merited it? There is no human tribunal 
where the inward thoughts and conſiderations are 
puniſhed. * I ſet out from Arvers for Holland, the 
order that I had received, did not forbid me. 
It was from the Hague that I ſer out for Vienna; 
took the nigheſt road to go thither. I arrived 
in time, ſince the day of my arrival” was not fixed, 
I may then be ſuſpected of diſobedience, but I cannot 
be convicted of it. 

My cauſe being thus tried, after having maturely 
and at ſeveral times weighed the charges that were 
againſt me, I pronounced the ſentence. 

The count Bonneval having rendered himſelf vio- 
lently ſuſpected of diſobedience in withdrawing bim- 
ſelf inta a foreign country, where he abode near a 
month before he ſet out on the road for Vienna, ac- 
cording to the order of his imperial majeſty ; having 
alſa refuſed the attachments that were ordered bim 


by 
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by the marquis de Pric, his ſuperior; in puniſh- 

ment for theſe faults, he ſhall be impriſoned during 
fix months, under prohibition of going out from thence 
before their expiration, on pain of death. It being 
permitied bim, after that time is expired, to pro- 
ſecuts the ſaid marquis de Prie for ſatisfatiton for 
the calumnies, wherewith he pretends that the ſaid 
marquis has d:ſhoncured bim. 

Thus buſied I paſſed the firſt ſix months of my 
impriſonment. Contented with not letting me fee 
any body, and with burning all the Jetters that were 
ſent me, they left me pretty much at liberty; I 
walked about in the courts and in the gardens. The 
governor and his lieutenant were good people, and 

were concerned for my diſgrace; they did all that 
was in their power to amuſe me: we played at 
cheſs, and ſometimes at cards with their wives. 
The licutenant had been a long time in Turkey, he 
talked much to me about it: He told me, among 
other things, that he had often heard them ſay, 
that they were very ſorry for the ſeverity of the 
law, that forbid them giving any poſt to a Chriſ- | 
tian, which was the reafon their forces were not dil- 
ciplined as well as thoſe of Europe; and that not- 
withſtanding their great armics, they were ſo often 


beat by the Chriſtians ; not that they were leſs brave, il | 

bur becauſe they had neither arms nor diſcipline i 

3 among them. 0 
| The nearer the time of my releaſe from priſon f 
| _ approached, the more my vexation and perplexities 5 


| encreaſed, At laſt that day arrived, almoſt ſooner 
| than I wiſhed for. They asked me what road [ f 
would take; I determined for Venice: they con- 
ducted me to the frontiers, and forbid me, on pain 


38 * tu 

of death, ever to ſet foot again in the territorics 5 

of the empire. fe 

| Jo! 


| NE The End of the FIRST SECTION, 
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HE life of man is ſubject to ſuch continual 
viciſſitudes, that the moſt happy mortal 

on earth has no reaſon to deſpiſe even 

the moſt wretched; as he knows not 

how ſoon ſome ſiniſter accident, ſome ſudden 
turn of+ fortune, or unexpected event may reduce 
him to ſuch circumſtances, as ſhall put him on a 
level with thoſe whom he has formerly contemned 
as the moſt miſerable. Neither has the moſt unfor- 
tunate of the ſons of men, if he takes a thorough 
view of the all-wiſe diſpenſations of providence, any 
ſufficient reaſon for envying the moſt proſperous; 
as he knows not how ſoon thoſe ſtorms of adverſe for- 
tune, which he now labours under, may blow over, 
and himſelf be lifted up to a higher pitch of worldly 
felicity, than, perhaps, the other ever really en- 
Joyed, excepting only in outward appearance. 
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I have often found by experience, that our minds 
bend, juſt as we would have them. Tho' I am na- 
tarally impatient, yet have J ſuffered grievous: in- 
Jaſtice, and a rigorous impriſonment, with mote 
:evmpoſure of ſpirit, than 1 ever_durſt have. hoped 
for; and have fince enjoyed both pleaſure and fatis- 
faction in a baniſhment, which the envy and policy 
of my enemies bas oblige me to endure ; bur, no 
more of this at preſent, until I have taken leave 01 
Europe, and opened the ſcene of my Eaſtern ad. 


ventures *. 
Behold 


* The reader will find in the following ſection, ſome 
remarks on a fictitious life of count Bonneval, the reaſon of 
which is accounted for in the following letter of his to 2 
lady at Venice, his friend. 

Lou are deſirous, madam, of being informed of my 
« adventures, and I have herewith ſent them; for I con- 
& ceal not any thing from my friends; it being only for 
<< the Literati of the firſt rank, to mortify people by flat 
5 refuſals ; which they pretend, indeed, to aſcribe to mo- 
deſty, but which, in reality, are owing merely to gri- 
. © mace, and to ſelf- love. I preſent you here, then, with 
| | genuine memoirs, far different from thoſe that have been 
<< printed under my name, and which I could not peruſe 
& without indignation. I wonder the publick could be 
<« fo groſly impoſed on, and that they were not ſhocked 
iat reading thoſe ridiculous fables, which have no other 

= merit than a high-flown multiplicity of words. 
| It is now about eighteen months, ſince I went, at the 
| © head of a large detatchment, to ſurprize a body of Ger- 
* man forces. Already had I purſued them hotly for two 
« days, when my retreat was cut off, by fix ſquadrons, 
© whoattacked me in a defile. Never was there a fharper 
« ſkirmiſh; even Mars himſelf, in the height of fury, 
© could not have exhibited a more dreadful ſcene : The 
„ Germans, animated by their natural bravery, - and the 
t Turks by their numbers, and by my example, perform- 
ed ſuch prodigious actions on this occaſion, as I was far 
c from expecting; after an obſtinate and bloody engage- 


; | * ment, however, for fix hours, the former were put to 
flight, 


na- 


itis. 
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Behold me now at Venice, ſtripped and deprived 
of all, without even a domeſtic to ſerve me. I 


left Germany with rage and deſpair in my heart, 
and I find, in this place, a fair-one, whoſe charms 


appeaſe its fury, and render it tractable and ſub- 


miſſive. | 
A rich and generous lady ſnatches me from the 

jaws of the moſt abject poverty, to which the inſa- 
| B 2 tiable 


<« flight, and left me maſter of the field of battle. Several 
&© perſons of diſtinction were taken priſoners; amongſt 
« which was a young French gentleman, whoſe good mien 
« prepoſſeſſed me in his favour, and induced me to treat 
him with great kindneſs. Senſibly touched with this un- 
« expected goodneſs, the young gentleman reſolved to 
0 unite his fortune for the future with mine, and accordingly 
«© went with me to Conſtantinople. 

© Asſoon as I had cauſed his equipage to be returned him, 
* he preſented me with the memoirs, whereof you made 
© mention to me in your laſt letter; and I own the title 
* ſtruck me, ſo that I read it over with the utmoſt curioſity. 
% The firſt part ſeemed to me pretty well deviſed ; pa- 
© tience ! ſaid I to myſelf, though this author gives but a 
“very ſuperficial account, of my diſputes with the marquis 
« de Pri, I ought to be thankful to him for his good 
© intentions. It is true, he aſcribes to me abundange of 
“e trifling things, very unworthy of my character; one 
« ought, however, to excuſe a writer, who has no other 
© materials to go upon than his own fancy, or, at moſt, 
« ſome mutilated or forged memoirs. But I hardly caſt 
« my eyes upon the ſecond, before I was highly exaſperated, 
eat the part he makes me act, and the extravagancies 


therein contained, which are only proper for the hero 


© of a romance. The digreſſions alſo of this author, and 
ee the liberties he takes, in his deſcriptions of the ſtates 
© where he makes me travel, are as imperfect and faulty, as 
© the adventures he imputes to me; adventures, to the 
* full as ridiculous, as they are wretchedly carried an. 
*© Theſe, madam, are the reaſons, which oblige me to 
< give you a juſt notion of my conduct in Turkey ; and 
this notion, [anwel aſſured of it, will baniſh from your 
mind, all thoſe prejudices, with which that ill informed 
author may have filled it.“ 
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tiable greedineſs of my enemies had reduced me, 
The profuſion of the illuſtrious Cornaro raiſes me 
up in a moment from a ſtate of indigence and mi- 


| ſery, to affluence and proſperity ; the beauteous 


Salviati inſpires me with a molt lively tho? reſpect- 


ful paſſion, which crowns my happineſs at this pre- 


ſent hour: But enough of this; let us enter into a 
more particular account thereof, and of the cir- 
cumſtances previous thereto, wherein there may be 
leſs rapture and extacy, 

As ſoon as I arrived at the delightful city of Vi. 
nice I thruſt myſclf into an auberge, which is a 
kind of inn, where people diet for ſo much a2 
meal, and have ready furniſhed lodgings : But 
I was too well known for me to remain Jong 
concealed. Scarce 'was I arrived in this city, 
before the noiſe of my having retired hither, 
Ipread itſelf abroad, and every one was ap- 
prized of it. Some French, and even ſome Ger- 
mans came to vilit me, who ſeemed to look upon 
me with a different eye from what I had imagined 
they would. However I quitted my ſolitude and 
ſhewed myſelf publickly; I viſited ſome, noble 
Venetians, who made me perceive by their gracious 
reception, that the ſentence of the aulic council 
had made no great impreſſion upon them. | 

It was one of thele courteous Yenetians, with 
whom I had a ſhort time contracted a particular in- 
timacy, that introduced me to ſignora Cornaro, a 
young widow lady of a moſt noble family and of 
an immenſe fortune; whoſe magnificent palace was 
crowned with pleaſures from every corner of Venice: 
as ſhe was not ignorant of the ſeveral viciſſitudes 
of my ſormer life, and particularly with the long 
and cruel impriſonment that I had Jately undergone, 
ſo ſhe treated me with the greateſt diſtinction, tho? 
I muſt confeſs, that my appearance at this time, 
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could not claim the leaſt deference from a lady of 
ſuch high rank. | | 

The viſits and politeneſs of the Yenetians, and 
my gracious reception at the illuſtrious Cornaro's, 
comforted me a little, but that was all; I was not 
the more at eaſe, as J had not wherewith to ſatisfy 
my hoſt. In this intricacy, which was near plung- 
ing me into a deep melancholy, a banker came to 
my auberge, to enquire for me. He aſked me, if 
I was not count Bonneval: I told him that I was. 
have orders, ſaid he, to pay you ten thouſand 
franks, and, at the ſame time, am abſolutely for- 


bid to tell you from whence : it will be in vain for 


you to queſtion me. He counted me down this 
ſum in gold, for which I gave him my receipt. I 
could not imagine from whence this ſuccour came; 
I gueſſed it to be from general count Fleming, as 
he was one of my friends, and almoſt the only one 
that J knew capable of ſuch a piece of generoſity z 
but an accident, which I am about to relate, that 
happened very ſoon after, ſct me right in this par- 
ticular, | 

I began now to conſider how I ſhould diſpoſe of 
myſelf, I had abſolutely reſolved to ſhew myſelf 
no more in France, neither had I wrote thither 
ſince my impriſonment. Spain was reconciled to 
the emperor, and there was no appearance of my 


ſervice being acceptable there. I preſented it to the 


republick : they politely anſwered me, that they 


were very ſorry to have no poſt they could offer me, 
for that the only ones that were ſuitable for me 


were filled. I addreſſ-d myſelf ro the Ruſſian 
envoy, and received from him much the ſame an- 


ſwer. The reſident from Vienna was the cauſe of 


all theſe rebuffs. by order without doubt of the mi- 
niſters, who had intended my ruin. He diſparaged 
me every where as much as he could poſſibly; giv- 
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ing out, that I was of a dangerous ſpirit, and of an 
inſupportable haughtineſs and pride ; that they had 
bore with me in Germany, with much difficulty; 
and that every body there were pleaſed that I had 
given them an opportunity of getting rid of me; 
and added, that after what had paſſed, he did not 
believe that any one that would live well with the 
emperor would think of receiving me. 

Deſpairing on ſeeing myſelf thus repulſed, in ſpite 
of my birch, reputation, and ſervice, and 4, at 
theſe diſappointments, the diſcourſe I had with the 
lieutenant of Spi/berg, concerning Turkey, revived 
in my mind, and the idea of my horoſcope now pre- 
ſented itſelf again in the moſt lively manner, Theſe 
firſt thoughts made me tremble, and I could not 
help ruminating on what muſt be the thoughts of 
my family, and all Europe; and how Pris would 
exult in proving me the man without faith or reli- 
gion, However I familiariſed myſelf inſenſibly to 
theſe thoughts, and brought myſelf to deſpiſe what- 
ever could be ſaid of me; and the inſupportable 
wearineſs that an idle life occaſioned me, together 
with the defire of revenging myſelf, determined 
me upon ſeeking an aſylum in Turkey. 

As the carnival was juſt begun; ſo to draw my- 


ſelf out of theſe continual deliberations, I gave My- 


ſelf up to the pleaſure of the ſeaſon. I put myſelf 
into maſquerade, and went to all the plays, balls, 
and other public entertainments. I was one evening 
at an aſſembly, at the noble Cornaro's, where play 
ran very high, and I had the misfortune to loſe 
very largely; inſomuch, that what remained of 


my ten thouſand franks were hardly ſufficient to 


ſupport me a month longer, even with the greateſt 
oeconomy. There are ſharpers every where to be 
met with; and as Venice is not free from them, eſ- 


pecially at carnival time, ſo ſome had found means 


to 
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to introduce themſclves into this lady's magnificent 
palace, as ſeveral noble Yenetians, befides myſelf, 
found that night to their coſt. | 

The generous ſigniora Cornaro could not avoid 
taking notice of my run of ill luck, and expreſſed 
her concern thereat in the moſt affecting terms. 
Going the next morning to pay her a viſit, our con- 
verſation turned on the ſame ſubject. Count, ſaid 
ſhe, I am too well acquainted with the hardſhips 
you have endured, through the implacable malice 
of your enemies, and the diſtreſs to which their ma- 
chinations have drove you, not to be ſenſible, how 
ill you can bear, at this time, the loſs of ſuch a ſum, 
as your laſt night's ill fortune obliged you to part 
with; and, I aſſure you, I am the more concerned, 
as this accident has happened to you in my houſe. 
I have often heard your valiant actions extolled, by 
the impartial and diſcerning, long before I had the 
p_ of ſeeing you at Venice; and fame ſpoke 
o loudly in your behalf, that I could not forbear 
compaſſionating your ſufferings, even when I was 
an entire ſtranger to your perſon. But your polite 
behaviour, fince you have been in this place, and 
the magnanimity, wherewith you bear your misfor- 
tunes, has occaſioned me to be under the greateſt 
uneaſineſs, at ſeeing a man of your birth, valour, 
honour, and probity, reduced to ſuch low circum- 
ſtances, as I muft needs imagine you to be in at 
preſent ; therefore, you cannot do me a greater 
gear, than in permitting me to gratify the vio- 
ent inclination that I have, to alleviate your miſ- 
fortunes, in ſuch ſmall degree, as my power will 
allow me: when, opening a cabinet, ſhe took out 
a bag, and preſenting it me, here, count, ſaid 
e ſhe, I beg you will favour me with the acceptance 
e of this indemnification of your laſt night's loſs.“ 


| defired. to be excuſed, aſſuring her, that my ne- 
By l ceſſities 
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ceſſities did not, as yet, pinch: me ſo much as to 
ſtand in nced of it; but, that, nevertheleſs, I ſhould 
always have the ſame obligations to her generoſity, 
as tho? I had received her noble proffer. No de- 
nial, count, added ſhe, I am certain that the ten 
thouſand franks you lately received from the ban- 
ker, muſt have need of a recruit by this time. Her 
laſt words aſtoniſhed me, as I knew that I had not 
mentioned this affair to any one, I told her, that, 
indeed, I had received ſuch a ſum from a banker, 
as ſhe had mentioned, but that I did not think he 
had been very true to his truſt in divulging it, eſ- 
pecially as he was enjoyned ſecrecy, by the perſon 
that had ſent it me. Indeed, count, ſays ſhe, I be- 
lieve you wrong him very much; for, beſides us 
two, I dare anſwer nobody, but himſelf, knows 
any thing of the affair. I then immediately dif- 
cerned my unknown benefactreſs, who had b:fore 
given me ſo much trouble in divining from whence 
that agreeable preſent came; and I directly cried 
out, it was to your goodneſs, then, madam, I per- 
ceive myſelf indebted for that ſingular favour ; 
ſorry I am that my power at preſent will permit 
me to make you no other acknowledgment than my 
ſincere thanks; but I beg of you to ceaſe conferring 
new obligations, upon a wretch, who has not the 
leaſt glimpſe of ever having it in his power to re- 
turn them. Whether that ever happens or not, 
count, replied ſhe, I intreat that you will make 
yourſelf eaſy, about this ſmall trifle, which will not 
much enhance the obligation, and I perſiſt in your 
not refuſing the acceptance of it. In a word, I was 
forced to comply; but the noble Cornaro's gene- 
roſity, which ſcarcely knew any bounds, would not 
permit her to ſtop here; in a few days after ſhe 
obliged me io accept of an apartment in her palace, 


and, in a ſhort time, ſhe forced me to receive from 
her, 
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her, an annuity for life of two thouſand chequins out 
of the bank, merely to ſupport my idle expences. 
This unexpected piece of good fortune, happened 
to me the very firſt month after my arrival 
at Venice, and ſet me, not only above want, 
but even in a ſtate of affluence, ſufficient to ſatisfy 
a mind much more covetous of riches than mine. 

It was not therefore poverty, beyond all diſpute, 
that induced me to leave [taly for the Levan!, as 
ſome of my enemies would willingly have perſuaded 
the world; who, in publiſhing this ſlander, ima- 
gined they ſhould blacken me yet more, by baſely 
accuſing me of having ſacrificed my religion® to ſor- 
did intereſt. | 
| I 


In the forementioned letter, he thus vindicates himſelf 
from any aſperſions that may be thrown upon him 
as to his changing his religion, | 

« As for my religion, it will be ſomewhat more diffi- 
©« cult, to clear myſelf: For a Chriſtian to wear a turban, 
* to poſſeſs a conſiderable employment, and enjoy the fa- 
« your of a Mahometan emperor, theſe, ſay they, are con- 
« yincing proofs againſt count Bonneval ; no one can doubt 
e of his having been circumciſed. Alas! no, madam, no; 
«© a man of my temper and character, is incapable of ſully- 
ing his reputation by ſo baſe an action. Tis true, and 
believe you are well ſatisfied of it, I never was either 
% 2a hypocrite, or a bigot. Natural religion is the only 
© one I admit of ; neither have I acknowledged any other 
© ſyſtem of faith for many years. In a word, my religion 
js that of an honeſt man, and an honeſt man values his 
reputation and honour, tho' he may be ſomewhat parti- 
< cular in his ſentiments, concerning the worſhip due to 
his creator. The force of cuſtom does every thing; and 
* a ridiculous prejudice, ſhall have often more prevalence, 
than the moſt ſacred laws. | | 

© Don't you remember, madam, the reflection you 
made, on account of the marriage of Donna Joanna, 

a | «6 your 
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I now enjoyed in the palace of this generous lady, 
all the pleaſures of a life, ſo much more delightful, 
as I was juſt delivered from a melancholy and for- 
Jorn condition and confinement, which had brought 
me almoſt to the brink of the grave : A noble apart. 


ment; an exquiſite table; an entertaining and well. 


choſen 


« your woman? Count, ſaid you, don't you admire at the 
<« power of faſhion ; and what authority it has in the world? 
Three words, pronounced by a prieſt, ego conjungo ver, 1 
4c join your hands, ſhall make a young fellow go to bed to a 
<< maiden in the fight, and with the conſent of the whole 
© world: and this is called a ſacrament, adminiſtered by a 
4 holy perſon. The very ſame action, without thoſe three 
<« words, is an enormous crime, that for ever blaſts the 
c“ credit of the moſt amiable woman. In the former caſe, 


the father and mother rejoice, and hug themſelves upon 


« the happy ſettlement of their daughter, delivering up 
& themſelves this beloved child into the arms of her huſ- 
© band; whilſt, in the latter, ſorrow and deſpair ta kes 
<< poſſeſſion of their hearts, and they confine her, and treat 
< her with the utmoſt ſeverity. It muſt be confeſſed, the 
6 laws are very unaccountable ! Very true, madam, you 
© have too much good ſenſe, to ground your hopes of ſal- 
« vation, upon vain legal ceremonies ; they are mere trifles, 
*© which heaven only requires of reaſonable creatures, to 
maintain unity among civil ſocieties. 

© Whilſt I was in the ſervice of Chri/tian princes, I fre- 
< quented their churches but very ſeldom; now I am 
c amongſt the Turks, I go ſometimes to their moſques. I 
& lived in France, in Germany, and elſewhere, without 
«© performing, in a manner, any act of the Chr;/tian reli- 
«© gion. I now offer up my prayers to heaven in Turkey, 
c and imitate the Mahometans, without being one myſelf, 
I acknowledye one ſupreme being, and worſhip him in 


* fpirit and truth, without confining myſcif to any parti- 


c cular form, and my conſcience does not at all reproach 
© me upon this liead. In ſhort, my conduct at Venice muſt 
© have ſatisfied you, that my principles are thoſe of an ho- 
*© neſt man.“ 
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choſen ſet of company; cheer; plays; con- 
certs; balls, and Halbe une, ſucceeded imme- 
diately to a ſevere captivity, attended with conti- 
nual fears and alarms, from the unjuſt ſubterfuges 
of a council that thirſted after my blood. 

This agreeable change of ſcene had reſtored my 
exaſperated ſpirits imperceptibly to repoſe. Al- 
ready had I begun to enjoy a kind of tranquillity, 
when this inward peace was ſuddenly diſturbed by 
an enchanting object; and this object is now my 
tender wife, the too charming Saluiati, born at 
Padua, and deſcended from a family, as illuſtrious 
for its nobility, as for the great men with which it 
has ſupplied the republic, almoſt in every age. 
This amiable lady never came to Venice, but in 
the time of the maſquerades;z ſo that it was by 
means of the carnival, which began that year im- 


mediately after Chriſtmas, that I became acquainted 


with her. Signiora Cornaro, my kind and indul- 
gent benefactreſs, with whom ſhe generally lodged, 
had never mentioned her to me; wherefore, the firſt 
time I beheld her, I was ſeized with ſo ſtrange an 
oppreſſion of ſpirits, that I became in a manner 
ſtupified. My eyes dazzled as it were, with the 
luſtre of her charms ; and I did not recover my ra- 
viſhed ſenſes, till, with a malicious ſmile, ſhe 
aſked me if I found myſelf indiſpoſed. In ſhorr, 
an hour's converſation compleated my defeat; and 
this intrepid ſoldier, this fierce warrior, who breathed 
after nothing but vengeance, and loved nothing but 
glory, becomes vanquiſhed, confounded, and ſub- 
miſſive, and is content to amuſe himſelf with ſpin- 
ning, after the example of the hero of antiquity. 
But who would not excuſe my weakneſs ; ſince I 
was leſs blameable than that Pagan demigod ; and 
this new Ompbale infinitely ſurpaſſed the queen of 
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Let any one repreſent to themſelves a perſon aboy 
eighteen, whom love had taken a pleaſure in form. 
ing; and whoſe every action is accompanied by the 
graces; as beautiful as Venus, as wiſe as Miner, 
learned, witty, couragious, delicate, faithful, ſin- 
cere, liberal and conſtant ; ſuch is her character; 
ſuch is her picture. This incomparable lady wx 
an orphan ; her mother dying within a few day 


after ſhe had brought her into the world, as if nz. 
ture had been exhauſted in producing ſuch a pro. 


digy. 


She was indebted for her education to a virtuous 


aunt, from whom ſhe was to inherit a conſiderable 


fortune. My actions, and my misfortunes, had in- 
clined her in my favour. Perfectly well informed 
of my ſufferings and military exploits, ſhe never 
ſpoke of me but with encomiums ; wherefore, it 
was no hard matter for me to gain her good will, 
whereof ſhe even then gave me ſome teſtimonies; 


and after twice or thrice converſing with her, our 


mutual affection grew ſtronger. and ſtronger every 
day, inſomuch, that we became inſeparable. 
Count, ſaid ſhe to me, one time when I was en- 
deavoutng to convince her of my love, a natural 
inclination diſpoſes me in your favour ; I have an 
infinite eſteem for you, and perhaps I but 
let not this. ſincere confeſſion incite you to any raſh- 
neſs, nor yet to tranſgreſs that reſpect, which is 
due to my ſex and my birth. You are as yet but 
little acquainted with me; love is not what J ſeek 
moſt in a man; not that I am an enemy to ſoft de- 
fires; I like a heart that is ſuſceptible of them, but 


without weakneſs; a heart that every woman may 


envy me: I am even ſenſible, that I can never love 
any one but a hero. Your glorious actions had 


touched me before I knew you; and your merit has 


compleated what your reputation had ſo well begun ; 
| in 
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in ſhort, without thoſe ties, which render you ſub- 
j:& to the yoke of matrimony, I ſhould not heſitate 
z moment, to convince you of the gift of my heart, 
by that of my faith, | 

Ah! adorable Julia, cried I out with tranſport, 
with what ſweet hopes do you fill my ſoul! can the 
ſorrows wherein my misfortunes had plunged me, 
be compared to the joy you now create in me ? 
Here I. fell upon my knees, which ſhe ſuffered with- 
out deſigning ſo to do, and even without oppoſing it. 
She beheld me in this poſture, with a pleaſure that 
ſeemed to diſcompoſe all her ſenſes, and ſome tears 
trickled down her cheeks, upon which ſhe held her 
hand over her eyes, not ſo much to conceal thoſe 
pearly drops, as through that ſweet modeſtly, which 
1s neither willing to be ſeen, nor has power to hide 
itſelf, I kiſſcd her hand ſubmiſſively, whereupon 
ſhe grew jealous both of my reſpect and her own 
love. Riſe up, count, faid ſhe, this humble poſture 
neither becomes you nor me; your conqueſt is com- 
pleat, do not, therefore, have recourſe to any de- 
critful artifices, in order to delude me; ſpeak with 
ſincerity, and I will liſten to you. 

Recovering from my tranſport, I remained dumb, 
motionleſs, and confounded, for a few moments. 
At length my ſcattered ſenſes reſume their wonted 
empire, and my ſpeech returning, lovely Julia, 
laid I, I reſpect your virtue, and adore your charms ; 
tear nothing, therefore, from my raptures; a ray 
of hope — 2 me already look upon the happineſs 
of being united to you, as certain. The wife I 


have in France can be no obſtacle thereto. Ba- 


niſhed for ever from my native country, and mar- 
ried in an ill hour, I believe it will be eaſy to get 
thoſe engagements ſet aſide. A good ſum diſ- 
tributed properly, will induce the court of Rome. to 


conſent to a ſecond marriage, Bur, charming Fu- 
lia, 
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Tia, I love glory, and thirſt after nothing but u. 
venge; neither are you a ſtranger to the motive 
that have made me already determine to make ſome 
propoſals to the Grand Signior; what will become 
of you, during my reſidence in Turkey ? or rather, 
what will become of me when ſeparated from you? 

Ah! count, anſwered that couragious lady, do 
you think, that in marrying you, I would any 
ways contribute to leſſen your glory, or meant to 
confine you to an idle effeminate life? No, dear 
count, I am too fond of greatneſs of ſoul, bravery, 
and heroiſm, to reſtrain you within ſuch narroy 
limits. Turkey ſhall be as dear to me as my native 


country; as ſoon as you are ſettled there, I will f 


to your arms ; there are no dangers I will not face, 
no obſtacles I will not break thro*, nor any voyag: 
I will not undertake, to give you ſincere proofs of 
my affect ion; let not, therefore, your paſſion for 


me, any ways put a ſtop to your inclinations, bu 


rely upon my word. | 

It is impoſſible for me to expreſs the ſweetneſs of 
thoſe interviews we had daily together. Soft rap 
tures, raviſhing bliſs, and precious moments z ſuch 
were the delights wherein my time flipped away, 
during my ſtay at Venice, after the arrival of thi 
enchanting creature. Theſe promiſes were uttered 
by a mouth too lovely, not to be believed ſincere: 
and ſome confuſed glances, which were darted me 
every inſtant, from her languiſhing and bewitching 
eyes, made me haſten my deſigns. 

To confirm me in my reſolution of offering my fer 
vice to the Port, Mebemet Baſtame, Baſſa of Albania, 
happened juſt then to come to Venice, to determine 
ſome differences that had ariſen between the Turk 
and Venetian officers, on account of an important 
poſt, of which each of them were deſirous of taking 
poſſeſſion, Th 
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This brave Muſſelman was particularly acquainted 
with me :, we had often met together in Hungary, 
and had even contracted a friendſhip for each other. 
This Baſſa, being informed of my being at Venice, 
did not it all ſcruple to make me a viſit z and we 
ſaw one another aft-rwards every day; far, there- 
fore, from being cautious of my proceedings in this 
reſpect, I made no manner of ſecret of them, and 
the whole city were acquainted therewith, 

It is certain, however, that this uncircumſpect 
way of behaving, was very near coſting me my 
life ; the aulic council, being informed of this great 
intimacy, took umbrage thereat z wherefore, it be- 
came neceſſary to put ſome conſtraint upon ourſelves, 
that we might not bring an illuſtrious ſenate, who 
favoured me with their protection, and did me infi- 
nite honour, into any præmunire. But this our 
circumſpection was ſomewhat too late; and my in- 
terviews with Mebemet expoſed me to many dangers, 
which I eſcaped only by the care of the adorable 
Julia, who, ever watchful over my ſafety, diſco- 
vered to the number of nine emiſfaries, that were 
ſent to take away my life. T'wo of theſe were 
ſeized, and put to death ſecretly ; ſix others eſcaped 


ta Padua, and afterwards diſperſed of themſelves ; 


and ſuch good orders were iſſued out, that the ninth 
tell into my hands, 


Without all doubt, I ſhould have given him no 


quarter, had it not been for the virtuous Salviett, 
who would never conſent to my facrificing him to 
my revenge. Count, ſaid ſhe, do not ſtain your 
hands in the blood of ſo infamous a wretch; ſhew, 
on this occalion, that you can be maſter of your 
paſſions ; a baſe aſſaſſin is not worthy of your an- 
ger, He has told me, that want alone induced him 
to undertake this horrid action; well, then, con- 
vince your enemies, that a mind, like yours, pu- 

niſhes 
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niſhes only by rewarding. Here, wretch, purſueq 
ſhe, giving him a purſe of a hundred chequins, be 
gone, get as faſt as poſſible out of the city, and do 
not run the hazard of falling into the hands of juſ. 
tice. I muſt confels this generoſity ſtruck me with 
admiration, and excited in my heart ſotne ſenti. 
ments of pity, to which I had, until then, been a 
ſtranger : this induced me to give ſuch another ſum 


to this miſcreant, and to favour his eſcape ; "upon 


which the poor creature, - ſtruck with a moſt lively 
ſenſe of remorſe, would have put an end to his own 
life; and, had I not endeavoured to compoſe his 


ſpirits, I believe would have laid violent hands upon 
himſelf. 12 


Hereupon Mebemel Baſt ame, alarmed at the 
dangers to which he had expoſed me, took ſuch 


| prudent. meaſures, that we could afterwards confer 


together without any fear : the carnival afforded us 
frequent opportunities of ſeeing each other ; and, 
when J could not treat with him in perſon, the 
beautcous Julia ſerved me as an agent. This Boſſa 
having ſent all my demands to the Porte, tlicy 
were all accepted, but only that of li erty of con- 
ſcience, whereupon J had inſiſted the moſt ; however, 


as Mehmet had ſuggeſted to me ſome» hints upon 


this: head, I reſolved to put them in practice, with- 
out being obſtinately bent upon a thing, whereof, 
perhaps, it might have been out of my power to 
have exacted the performance. Accordingly, I 
found my account in following his advice, hereby 
J avoided that falſe ſtep, Whercof 1 have been 
wrongfully accuſed, | 

It was ſtipulated, amongſt other articles, that I 
ſhould have a body of thirty thouſand men, at my 
diſpoſal, and under my command; that I ſhould 
have a good government conferred upon me forth- 


with, with the ticle of Boſſa of three horſe-tails; 
3 that 


in the mi 
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that I ſhould have a ſalary of ten thouſand aſpres 
2 day, which amounts to about forty-five thouſand 
Livres a year; and, in ſhort, that I ſhould be made 
commander in chief of an army, in caſe a war ſhould 
break out with the emperor : Theſe main points 
having been ratified by the Divan, orders were 
given to the governor of Candia, to get two gallies 
in readineſs to conduct me to the Sublime Porte. 

The ſenate of Venice, aſſured of having, in 
me, a zealous protector, near the Sultan's perſon, 
were overjoy*d at my deſign, and at the honourable 
conditions granted me by his Highneſs ; but, then, 
they concluded it neceſſary for me to conceal it art- 
fully, and have it reported that I was dead, as ſoon 
as the carnival ſhould be over: Though, as Mebe- 
met Baſtame ſet out for Conſtantinople in February, 
all the ſurmiſes of the people to my prejudice gra- 
dually wore away. | 

believe the public will not be diſpleaſed at my 
giving them here a ſhort deſcription of Venice, and 
an account of divers circumſtances that preceded my 
embarking, eſpecially the ſtratagem, that made my 
death believed indiſputable. 

Venice is undoubtedly the moſt delicious place of 
reſidence in Europe; as it is alſo the beſt governed 
and moſt ble city in all Zaly : Being ſituated 

aſt of the ſea, all its buildings are, in a 
manner, ſeparated from each other, by large and 
beautiful canals of limpid and pure water, that is 


never diſturbed by any filth. The roofs of the 


houſes, the maſts and ſtreamers of the ſhips, with 
ſpacious gardens, adorned with verdant trees, and 
a prodigious number of gondolas, extremely fine and 
almoſt all gilt, together with the ſplendour of in- 
numerable fine palaces, and other ſtately edifices, 
every part of which is embelliſhed with marble, 


porphyry, jaſper, agate, 2 curious ſtones, 
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afford at one, at the ſame time, and in one and 
the ſame place, a proſpect the moſt agreeable, and 
fulleſt of variety, that the whole world, perhaps, 
can afford. A pure, temperate, and ſerene air, 
makes a conſtant ſucceſſion of ſpring to autumn, 
and autumn to ſpring. Nipping froſts, large flakes 
of ice, with cutting north winds are hardly ever 
known there, nor yet the too ſultry heats of the 
ſcorching dog-days. Mild weſtern breezes, which 
continually play upon the ſurface of the Adriatic 
gulph, both moderate the violence of the ſun-beams, 
and the ſeverity of the too intenſe cold. There 
the glorious luminary of the day is hardly ever 
darkened, by thoſe thick clouds and fogs, that ren- 
der almoit all the ſea- ports of the weſt unwholſome 
and incommodious ; neither is the ſoil barren but 
very fertile; for one may find at Venice the moſt 
delicious fruits, almoſt in every ſeaſon. Thoſe 
ſtately edifices, that ſeem, in a manner, to ſpring 
from of the middle of thoſe lakes wherein they are 
built, are accompanied with large and magnificent 
gardens. The waves of the ſea, ſinking into a fat and 
looſe earth, water it ſo happily, and with ſuch due 
proportion, that it produces all things abundantly 
beſides, the main-land, which is very near this city, 
ſupplies it, in profuſion, with whatever is neceſſary, 
convenient, agreeable, or delicious. *Tis true, it 
is no longer the ſame Yenice, whoſe flouriſhing 
trade, formerly excited the jealouſy of a number of 
ſovereign princes ; it is at preſent almoſt reduced 
to nothing, which has leſſen'd its ſtrength ſo much, 
that its weakneſs difables it from making any con- 
queſts ; but, nevertheleſs, it muſt be owned, that 
the prudence of its government, and its happy 

ſituation, render it impregnable. | 
I have obſerved, however, that Venice, except 
in carnival-time, may become tireſome to Rage 
| unleſs 
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unleſs they are well known there. A Venetian is 
naturally miſtruſtful, ſuſpicious, and jealous; nor 
does he eaſily grant his friendſhip to any one; but 
then, as ſoon as has done ſo, it laſts as long as his 
life: His ſubſtance, fortune, and himſelf, are as 
much at the ſervice of his friends as of his own fa- 
mily. 1 

In maſquerade-ſeaſon, people make themſelves 


amends for the tedious hours they paſs the reſt of 


the year. There is then no diſtinction of perſons ; 
an univerſal civility reigns throughout the city : 
They extol very highly the Venetian opera; never- 
theleſs, I will confeſs frankly I have been often 


tired there. Take away the decorations and the 


muſick (beſides which one muſt be a good judge, 
to reliſh the 7talian quaverings) and the reſt is mi- 
ſerable. Their voices are too effeminate ; the re- 
citativo is ſhocking ; the too ſmall number of actors 
is a defect that wearies one; and the dances are 
laſcivious and immodeſt : In a word, the French 
operas, ſuch as that at Paris, infinitely ſurpaſſes 
that of Sr. Jobn Cbryſoſtome at Venice, which is 
cry'd up for the moſt famous in all taly : But let us 
leave theſe digreſſions to travellers. | 

The charming Salviati, who had approved of 
my voyage to Contantineple, and the honourable 
conditions granted me by the Grand Signior, could 
not help trembling, however, at the bare thought 
of the danger, to which I was going to expoſe my- 
ſelf, I know, ſaid ſhe frequently, the Turks keep 
their promiſes religiouſly ; I have nothing to appre- 
hend for your life, I agree to it ; but their religion 
gives me great uneaſineſs; and I ſhudder, when I 
think you may, perliaps, be forced to embrace Ma- 
hometiſm, 

Baniſh from your mind theſe chimeras, lovely 
Julia, reply'd I; Mebemet Baſtame has ſnewn me 
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a letter from two Imans, the Mufti's ſubſtitutes, 


to whom he had written on my account, who have 


romiſed to manage matters ſo, as to ſave me from 
the ſacred knife of circumciſion : A preſent of two 
hundred ducats will excuſe me from this new bap. 
tiſm. They add, that, as they ſhall have the 
charge of inſtructing me in their rites, they will take 
care to give out, they have done it in private, and 
that all I had to do, was to infiſt that the cere- 
mony ſhould not be performed in public, which 
they would be far from refuſing me. 

IT own my reputation will ſuffer, and the gene- 
rality of mankind will believe me a real Mabometan; 
nor will they be much in the wrong, as they ima- 
gine, the whole religion of the Alcoran conſiſts in 
wearing a turban, and the Turkyþ dreſs ; but per- 
ſons of underſtanding, and who are acquainted 
with me, will never be perſuaded that I have ſub- 
mitted to be circumciſed. I will even aſſure you, 
if the Baſſa of Albania had not ſuggeſted this me- 
thod to me, and uſed his Intereſt to ſave me from 
this action, I ſhould never have conſented to go to 


Turkey. | 
You have too much good ſenſe, fair Julia, to 


. raiſe any objections to my kind of metamorphoſis ; 


wherefore, don't ſcruple giving me your hand, 
that J may bear away with me the ſweet name of 
your ſpouſe: But how many alarms will this ſepa- 
ration create in my tender heart! I cannot think 
thereof without trembling ! 

In ſhort, Rome was already on the point of de- 
termining in our behalf; my friends wrote me 
word, my ten thouland ducats had wrought mira- 
cles; ſo that it became neceſſary for us both to diſ- 
appear; fair Julia, that ſhe might deceive her re- 
lations, and J, that I might impoſe upon my ene- 


mies. This beauteous maiden, then, having taken 
| | proper 
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proper meaſures to ſecure to the value of about forty 


thouſand chequins in jewels, money, and other 
effects, nothing more remained but to put the 
cheat upon a credulous populace ; to which end 
] had recourſe to the following expedient, 

I had a gondola that belonged to me, and found 
means, unperceived, to bore a hole in the bottom, 
which I took care to ſtop well and cover. I had 
likewiſe cauſed two bags of well-drefſed leather to 
be prepared in the form of a bladder, and exactly 
cloſed, to bear up the fair Salviati on the water: 
and two of my friends were to poſt themſelves, with 
a light ſkiff ina place appointed, in order to be at 
hand to help us. 

All things being thus diſpoſed, I made my gon- 
goliers ply their oars as faſt as poſſible upon the 
canal of the Rzalto, and when we were come to 
the place ſpecified, I took my time ſo well, that 
my gondola ſunk almoſt at once. My people, 
being then terrify'd, betook themſelves to ſwim- 
ming; whilſt I, ſeizing my miſtreſs by her hand, 
threw myſelf, together with her, into the canal, 
and were relieved almoſt in an inſtant by our 
two friends. My gondola, which the motion of 
the water had turned upſide down, not being found 
till next morning, and at a good diſtance from the 
city, all the people not only believed us inevitably 
loſt, but, on finding the hole bored in the bottom, 
accuſed my enemies as guilty of this accident. 

Beſides, ſeveral perſons who were in the ſecret, 
having afterwards given out, that our bodies, car- 
ried away by the tide, had been found upon the 
coaſts of a neighbouring ifland, no body Coubted 
any longer of our deaths; the fair Salviati's aunt 
appeared inconſolable; greateſt part of the citizens 
ſung our praiſes, or rather our funeral dizges z in a 
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word, we were fully convinced of the eſteem of 
the people. 

As ſoon as we had got into the ſkiff, we rowed 
away to a bye-place, where we landed; two very con- 
venient apartments had been pre for us in the 
7 of a rich Jew, who, after having abjured 

is religion, had purchaſed the title of noble Vene. 
tian for the ſum of eight thouſand chequins ; and 
as nobles of this kind, who are promoted to honour, 
are obliged to keep very fair with the ſenate, it was 
believed we ſhould be there altogether unknown, 
This noble of a new date, paſſed for a man of great 
integrity; I believed it abſolutely ; at leaſt, he gave 
me no proofs to the contrary during my ftay with 
him. When we complain of ſcurvy friends, we 
ought to be apprehenſive that ſelf-love has exag- 
rated their faults, and that we are likewiſe fome- 


what to blame ourſelves ; for it is very natural, and 


alſo uſual, to condemn others, in order to excuſe 
ourſelves: Nevertheleſs, his perſecutions of my 
dear wife, after my departure, were altogether un- 
worthy of an honeſt man. His picture, in few 
words,. was as follows. 

He was about the age of thirty, had a pretty 
taking countenance, and made a tolerable appear- 
ance, tho* he was but little; but, with all the 
vices, both of heart and mind, of the [talians, he 
was cloſe, revengeful, and jealous to extravagance. 
An hypocriſy artfully concealed, ſerved as a cover 
to a perfidious and treacherous ſoul ; beſides which, 
he had reaſon join'd with caprice; pedantry with 
learning; pride with morality ; tyranny with a pre- 
tended virtue ; and love with licentiouſneſs. So 
foul a character was by no means undiſcernible by 
me; after being a week in his company, I foreſaw 
that ſome misfortunes would enſue from thence ; 
and my foreſight proved but too well grounded in 

hs 
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the end: And tho' they did not fall perſonally. on 
me, the fair Salviati, who was a victim to them, 
being another myſelf, I felt them all at the re- 
bound. | 

Signior Barnetti, for ſo was this perſon chlled, 
was poſſeſſor of immenſe riches ; and had a ſump- 
tuous palace, where gold, azure, and the moſt 
precious ſtones, dazzled the eyes on every fide. 
His ſpouſe, to whom one could not, in juſtice, re- 
fuſe the name of handſome, not only was not 
tainted with any of his vices, but was endued, on 
the contrary, with all the qualities that were quite 
the reverſe ; her mind being, undoubtedly, entirely 
anſwerable to the beauteous tenement wherein it 
refided ; Inſomuch that, had it not been for the 
aſſiſtance of this virtuous lady, I ſhould have loſt, 
irrecoverably, my dear ſpouſe whom I adore ; and, 
perhaps, ſhe might even have fallen a ſacrifice to 
the furious tranſports of this miſcreant. Neverthe- 
leſs, I muſt do him this juſtice, he diſſembled fo 
artfully for about ſix months that I was under his 
roof, that I believed myſelf miſtaken more than 
once, and imagined his diſpoſition was not ſo very 
horrid as I had begun to ſuſpect, 

The ſecurity of my charming miſtreſs, upon this 
head, was too perfect for me to be willing to diſturb 
it by the melancholy thoughts that crouded into my 
head; we muſt often govern ourſelves according to 
contingencies, which reaſon cannot poſlibly gueſs 
at; for it ſeems as if ill fortune had its caprices, 
and its critical minutes, as well as love; wherefore, 
I kept a profound filence as to my diſcoveries, be- 
ing afraid I might be deceived, but time ſhew'd 
but too plainly that my ſuſpicions Were well 
grounded, 

Mean while, my impatience to become the 
huſband of Julia Salviati, could only be mode- * 
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rated by the favourable news I received almoſt 
every day from Rome ; nevertheleſs, that court 
made me languiſh almoſt three months longer: 
"Tis true, my paſſion for this charming perſon was 
changed inſenſibly into a perfect friendſhip ; now, 
when love turns to amity, this latter retains ſome- 
what, I know not what, fo agreeable, ſoft and 
ardent, that is full as ſweet as enjoyment ; which, 
nevertheleſs, one is continually thirſting after. 

At laſt, this permiſſion, ſo much and ſo long deſired, 
arrives, and I am married to my amiable miſtreſs, 
in the preſence of four witneſſes; namely, two 
ſenators, Barnetti and his ſpouſe : This circumſtance 
of my marriage at Yenice, which is, perhaps, un- 
known in chat city till this day, will undoubtedly 
appear fabulous and forged ; nevertheleſs, nothing 
is more certain than this wedding; the permiſſion 
of the datary is a proof thereof, and this permiſſion 
is ſtill in the cuſtody of the prieſt who join*d our 
hands; who is a man of prudence and virtue, and 
who is in poſſeſſion of one of the moſt honourable 
employments in the republic. 

Beſides, they who are acquainted with the cha- 
racter of the court of Rome, will never queſtion a 
thing of this nature ; being convinced, that the da- 
taries, or ſecretaries of that chancery, will make out 
any ſort of briefs for a round ſum of money, 
Cuſtom, which does all things, cauſes mankind to 
be governed as much by abuſes, as by Laws, 
Does a man want to have his marriage diſſolved, 
and to wed his couſin, niece, or even ſiſter- in- law, 
oy to be freed from the vows of celibacy which he 
made at the foot of the altar? All this is done at 
Rome. All favours are there taxed, and diſpenſa- 
tions may be purchaſed at all prices. The ſordid 
intereſt of that court is ſo well known, that the 


rich often take advantage thereof at the expence of 
| the 
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the poor. Theſe are prerogatives, which its par- 
tizans term ſacred, and which others look upon as 
groſs abuſes, Theſe iniquitous privileges are ſup- 
ported with admirable art, That court, as full of 
addreſs to ſupport its credit, as fruitful in invention, 


hardly ever fails of gaining its defired ends. 


I am not ignorant, that moſt of theſe ſurreptitious 
briefs are made out unknown to his Holineſs, but 
ſill they are made out; and that for infinite num- 
bers, who believe their conſciences clear, when they 
have got theſe permiſſions, Such alſo was our ſe- 
curity upon this head; we gave ourſelves very lit- 
tle concern about the validity or invalidity of the 
brief, and we took advantage of it 

It would be very difficult to deſcribe ſenfibly the 
tranſports we both felt on receiving this agreeable 
news. Inſtead of (aying paſſionate things, and ma- 
king tender proteſtations to each other, on account 
of our approaching nuptials, we remained in a man- 
ner motionleſs, looking at each other without 
ſpeaking a word : There might be ſeen in our eyes, 
and in our faces, I know not what ſweet confuſion, 
I know not what affecting diſorder, which inflamed 
us yet more for each other, and drew a thouſand 
tender ſighs from our hearts. Nevertheleſs, I am 
in doubt, whether the aſſurance of my happineſs 
cauſed me moſt joy or ſorrow. If, on one hand, 
I ſaw myſelf at the height of felicity, on the other, 
the neceſſity of parting ſoon, and abandoning this 
dear wife, afflicted me grievouſly ; and it is certain, 
had it not been for the fortitude of the adorable 


Julia, I ſhould have preferred an obſcure ſolitude, 


to all the honours which awaited me at the Ottoman 
court, Irreſolute and wavering, I heſitated, many 
times, about breaking off all my engagements with 
his Highneſs ; ſo that my preſent happy condition 
was frequently interrupted by the bitter CR 
0 


loſe ſight of you, but will talk to you continually ; 
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of our approaching ſeparation : Such was my ſitua · 
tion during the al three months of my reſidence 
at Venice. 

At laſt, the couragious Salviati, by her redoubled 
careſſes, induces me to reſolve upon my departure: 
©« Reaſon, ſaid ſhe frequently to me, ought to teach 
© us not to lay things ſo much to heart; we ought 
to comfort ourſelves with the hopes of an ap- 
proaching re-unien, and to expect the beſt z me- 
* lancholy and grief prove fatal at the long run. 
The profeſſion of a ſoldier, to which you have 
© been accuſtomed from your tender years, together 
* with the grievous misfortunes you have under- 
5 gone, ought to have inured you ſo much to ſuf- 
« ferings, that you ought no longer to regard ſuch 
things as deject moſt other men. Summon your 
© former courage, therefore, now to your aſſiſtance. 
and fly where glory and honour calls you.“ In 


mort, her prudent counſel, and my duty, gave me, 


at length, reſolution enough to undertake this 
long voyage. 
After having diſpoſed all things for this purpoſe, 


_ Signior Barnetti, who longed for nothing ſo much 


as my departure, made us both ſet out in the night 
— Julia would go with me as far as the ſhip) and 
iſguiſed us ſo effectually, that no body knew us. 
Our little voyage was ſoon at an end; the captain of 
the frigate, wherein I was to go, and who hadgex- 
is orders to ſet fail as ſoon as I had got on 
rd, conſtrained us at laſt to part. 
It may be eaſily believed, that our ſeparation 
was tender; I am going, dear Julia ſaid I, and 
my ſorrow is ſo great, that my ſoul is ready to take 
its leave of my body, and ftands quivering upon 
my lips Have a good heggt, dear count, an- 
ſwered ſhe, and be more compoſed ; I will never 
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the ſeas can never divide two hearts like ours, they 
are too cloſely united ever to forget each other: 
Nevertheleſs, I feel her ſtagger, and ſhe falls in a 
ſwoon between my arms; perhaps ſhe had ſome 
foreſight of the terrible trials to which her virtue 
would be. expoſed. At length ſhe recovers her 
ſenſes, and the darkneſs that clouded her bright 
eyes vaniſhes away. Adieu, faid ſhe, and quitted 
me directly, haſte away; ſhe ſtops, however, again, 
for a while, and looking upon me earneſtly, I hope, 
cry'd ſhe, to be with you again in a ſhort time, and 
fix all my thoughts on that pleaſing expectation : 
I find now that nothing but love can long employ 
the mind of thoſe who are affected with that tender 
paſſion. This ſaid, ſhe leaps into her gondola, cuts 
the yielding waves of the Adriatic gulph, and dif- 
appears from my ſight in a moment. This cruel ſe- 
paration moved me ſo ſenſibly, that I hardly took 
notice of one ſingle object, till my arrival at the 
iſland of Cephalonta. 

Here I break off ths thread of my ſtory, and the 
ſeries of my adventures, to give leave for my ten- 
der ſpouſe to finiſh her own ſtory; it is ſhe- that 
wrote it, the Kalſas having no farther hand therein 
than to correct the ſtyle, and embelliſh it with his 
oriental expreſſions. 

As ſoon as I had left count Bonneval, a deadly 
languor ſeized with ſuch violence upon my ſpirits, 
that I fell into a kind of ſtupefaction, wherein I 
continued for the ſpace of ten days ; but, by little 
and little, the pleafing hope of ſeeing him again 
ſoon reſtored my courage, and I bent all my 
thoughts upon baniſhing my chagrin. The amiable 
wife of Signior Barnetti, who had never forſaken 
me a moment, contributed greatly to rouſing me 


from my lethargick condition and her officious kind- 


neſs 
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neſs, attached me to her more cloſely, than I had 
been before my huſbands departure. 
Her ſpouſe alſo, left nothing undone, on his 


fide, to convince me of his efteem. Till that 


time I had never perceived that his uncommon ci- 
vilities, were ſelf-intereſted ; his diſſimulation hav- 
ing concealed his deſigns from me; but he did not 
ſuffer me long to continue in this agreeable igno- 
rance. His paſſionate glances began to make me 
uneaſy ; which induced me to avoid, as much as poſ- 
fible, all opportunities that might offer, for him to 
explain himſelf, | 

l even gave orders to a woman, whom they had 
provided to wait upon me, and who only knew me 
for a relation of Signora Barnetti, never to leave 


me, unleſs when I was in company with her miſ- 


treſs; for, from that moment I did not at all doubt, 
but ſo much civility and reſpect, proceeded from a 
growing paſſion, In effect I was by no means 


-miſtaken, this was the real motive to which I owed 


his uncomman regard for me. 

As his frequent viſits, even at unſeaſonable times, 
gave me abundant room, to imagine him ex- 
ceedingly impatient, to make mea declaration of 
his flame, I concluded it muſt come to a very great 
height, fince it could induce him to tranſgreſs the 
bounds of decency. And as from a violent love, 
when unſucceſsful, it is very common to proceed to 
juſtice, anger, and extravagance; I took ſuch 
good meaſures, that for above three months, he 
could never find an opportunity to acquaint me with 
his paſſion; but the fatal moment arrived at laſt, 


and when I leaſt expected it. 


One day, having neglected ſhutting my cloſet 
door, he ſurprized me, as I was attentively reading 


a letter from my dear count; he informed me 


therein, of his ſafe artival at the iſle of Candia, 
| | | from 
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from whence he was to ſet out in two days, for 
the Sublime Porte, where I might let him hear from 
me. The ſubtle 1talian, ſeeing me greatly moved 
thereat, laid hold on this critical inſtant, and fixing 
his eyes wiſhfully upon me divine counteſs, ſaid 
he, with all thoſe charms whereof you are miſtreſs, 
you will find none but dee: and ſubmiſſive 
© lovers ; you deſerve the reſpect and adoration of 
all mankind,” This language incenſing me, I 
© will have no adorers, anſwered I, but him, to 
« whom heaven has united me.“ Ah! madam, 
cried he, interrupting me, * at leaſt do not hate a 
vretch who cannot live without being the hum- 
« bleſt of your worſhippers :* this ſaid, he falls down 
at my feet, lays hold on my gown, preſſes my knees, 
and with an unbridled tranſport, makes me a for- 
mal declaration of his odious paſſion, in terms that 
would ſtartle libertines themſelves, | 
Though equally exaſperated and ſurprized, I had 
ſtill ſufficient government of myſelf, to diſſemble 
my juſt indignation : * Riſe up ſaid I to him, with a 
* fierce look, and expoſe me no more to diſcourſes, 
that fill me with the moſt lively ſorrow. Banith 
from your heart theſe poiſonous ſentiments, 
© which mult cover you with eternal confuſion. Is 
it thus you violate the ſacred rights of hoſpitality. 
* and that in ſo outragious a manner, that *tis with 
difficulty I curb my reſentment ?* Far from being 
touched with theſe reproaches, this infamous mil» 
creant had the boldnels to attempt taking ſome un- 
warrantable liberties; where upon I ſeized on a, 


poniard, with defign to make him vomit up his, 


black foul ; but fear and ſhame put a ſtop to his 
audaciouſneſs. He betakes himſelt immediately to 
flight, and withdraws to his own apartment full of 
rage and diſerder. A few moments after, I per- 
ceived him walking up and down his garden, 11 
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like a mad bull, whom the buzzing of bees has 
exaſperated, and whom nothing can either reftrain 


or tame. 


From that fatal minute, which was the beginning 


of all my misfortunes, I ſhut myſelf up in my own 


apartment, and obſtinately refuſed to appear in any 
place where he was. His wife, greatly ſurprized at 


ſo extraordinary a change, earneſtly demanded the 


reaſon of it; and far from making any ſecret there- 
of, I gave her a ſincere account of all her huſband's 
extravagancies. Whereupon that virtuous woman, 
finding herſelf as much injured as me, loaded him 
with reproaches, and made him fully ſenſible of the 
infamy of his procedure. | 5 
Accordingly, the wretch, confounded, and morti- 
fied, with dowyn-caſt looks, and tears in his eyes, 
came and aſked me pardon; he even appeared to 
me ſo deeply concerned for his offence, that I made 
no manner of difficulty of reſtoring him to my 
friendſhip; nay, ſo lively did J think his grief, that 
I was obliged to comfort him, From that time he 
avoided me with as much care, as he had before 
officiouſly fought my company ; inſomuch, that 
overjoyed at this happy change, I treated him with 
abundance of ſincerity, and laviſhed on him a 
thouſand innocent careſſes, as if to recompence him 
for the uneaſineſs I had cauſed him. But it is one 


- unhappy circumſtanceattending theunfortunate, that 


they can never give any proof of their — 
but what is miſtruſted; accordingly, my kind- 
neſs provok'd, inſtead of pacifying him. Never- 
theleſs, his hypocritical conduct continued the 


"_ fame for above a year and half; but the baſe man 
' impoſed upon my credulity, and had meditated 


revenge : Nor did the ungenerous wretch, already 
ſullied with many crimes, ſtop at any thing ſacred, 
to gratify his reſentment, | 

Already 
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Already had I received ſeven or eight letters 
from my tender huſband, which made me hope 
for a ſpeedy re- union; already had he furniſhed a 
ſumptuous palace at the Porte, for my reception; 
when a ſilence of ten months alarmed me prodi- 
raped His letters ceaſed on a ſudden ; divers veſ- 


ſels had arrived from thence, within that time; 


and I was well aſſured that he had a handſome ſettle. 
ment ; ſo that I knew not to what to aſcribe this in» 
difference; but was at length informed whence it 
proceeded. 

Word was ſent me, that Barnetti had written 
the moſt horrid letters, to the count my 
huſband ; amongſt the reſt, that an intrigue, carried 
on with the utmoſt indiſcretion, had covered me 
with infamy ; that I had been delivered of a baſ- 
tard, within fourteen months after his departure ; 
and to conceal my wickedneſs, had cauſed the in- 
fant to be thrown into the canal that ran by his 
houſe. Theſe horrible calumnies were confirmed by 
three witneſſes, equally villanous with himſelf. 
Never did tongue utter a more deteſtable falſehood ! 


Never did pen ſtain paper with a more odious aſper- 


fion ! A noble Venetian, to whom the count had 


tranſmitted Barneite's letters, acquainted me with + 


this ſhocking news. 

My huſband was truck at the receipt of this 
monſtrous invective, as much as if ſentence of 
death had been pronounced againſt himſelf : he 
even gave way ſo much, at firſt, to his rage, that it 
was near cofting him his life. Nevertheleſs, re- 
covering at length from theſe tranſports, he cried 
out; no, Julia can never be guilty of theſe crimes, 


her mind is too pure, and her ſoul too great, to be 


capable of being tainted with ſuch enormities. 
Theſe falſities proceed from the malice of à wretch 
provoked, and thirſting after revenge, becauſe he 
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could not attain to his defires : Love, once exaſpera- 
ted, will carry a man to the moſt heinous outrages. 
Periſh then the vile accuſers, who have dared to im- 


Poſe on me by ſuch abominable forgeries. 


Notwithſtanding this, however, it was evident 
that jealouſy ſometimes got the better of his con- 
fidence in me; and this it was undoubtedly, that 
induced him, to reſolve upon finding out the truth, 

The noble Venetian before mentioned, was a 


man of probity and ſtrict honour z and, accordingly, 


as it was eaſy for me, to clear myſelf from all theſe 
baſe aſperſions, he wrote my huſband all the parti- 
culars of this whole affair; and what had incited 
Barnetti to this cruel vengeance. But, alas ! this 
letter no longer found him at Conſtantinople ; his 
grief, for my pretended infidelity, had ſtruck him 
to the heart; and this induced him, after ob- 
taining the conſent of the Porte, to ſet out for his 
government, which was in Arabia; ſo that he never 
received 1t till three years after, and about ten 
months before our re- union. 

The agent of the Grand Signior, at Venice, hav- 
ing ſecretly 0 9 me of this circumſtance, I fell 
into a dreadful condition, and my deſpair was as 
great as juſt, A hundred times was I near turning 
againſt myſelf the poniard, with which I was about 
depriving the infamous Barnett; of life; *twas well 
his virtuous wife never forſook me, had it not been 
for her, there would have been an end of my days. 
She intermingled her tears with mine; and no one 
could have told which of us was moſt deeply afflict- 
ed ; I begg'd her, however to leave me to grieve by 
myſelf: Madam, faid I to her, I ſhall never ceaſe 
loving the count ; though alas! I may never again 
ſet eyes on him. In ſhort, after remaining above 
a week, in this delirium, I reſolved upon making 


my eſcape, and going to Conſtantinople. 
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I foreſaw that reproaches or complaints would 
only exaſperate Barnetti the more, wherefore I 
ſtifled my reſentment ; well knowing he would not 
fail to be revenged on me, by diſcovering my place 
of my retirement to my friends, as he had threatned 
me many times; in which caſe, it would have been 
impoſſible for me ever to have rejoined count Banne- 
val, whoſe reputation was already blaſted by the 
falſe reports of his having embraced Mabometiſm. 
The fear of loſing this well-beloved huſband, with 
my ardent defire of vindicating myſelf from thoſe 
black calumnies wherewith he had been prepoſſeſſed 

ainſt me, got the better of all thoſe juſt motives 
I might otherwiſe have had to continue at Venice: 
And in vain did my friends, and Signora Barnetti 
endeavour, by their remonſtrances, to make me al- 
ter my reſolution, nothing was capable of with · 
holding me. 

That generous lady, therefore, having, at laſt, 
conſented to my departure, contrived to get me 
away in the night. A felucca had been hired to 
carry me to the iſland of Cepbalonia, in hopes the 
governor, who was one of my ſpouſe's intimate 
friends, being moved with my misfortunes, would 
with pleaſure procure me the means of proceeding 
from thence to Conſtantinople; but, how vain were 
theſe my ſchemes, how deluſive my expectations 
All came to nothing, the ſixth day after my em- 
barkation, Here it is I am about to enter into a 
vaſt and boiſterous ſea of melancholy and cruel 
troubles, from which I was not delivered by provi- 
dence, till after having undergone infinite fatigues 
and ſufferings. 

Already, for five days, had the calm and ſerene 
weather given us hopes of arriving ſoon at that 
land ; already did its coaſts appear to us as thick 


clouds, which diſperſed by degrees, and left us to 
D admire 
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admire - its charming little hills, diverſified with 
whatever a country can afford moſt tranſporting, 
when à dreadful hurricane ariſing on a- ſudden, 
carried us into the gulph of Lepanto with inexprefli. 
ble rapidity. | * 
The waves, that mounted up to the heavens, 
filled the felucca every inſtant with their breakings, 
whilſt an impetuous wind drove us violently againſt 
à ridge of ſteep rocks; in ſhort, already did we 
look upon our deſtruction as inevitable, when the 
veſſel overſet at once, by grazing upon a bank of 
ſand. A piece of one of the yards, that was broken 
off, catching hold on my cloaths, drew me with it 
into the ſea, as if on purpoſe to fave me ; for, be- 
ing driven by the wind, it convey'd me fafely 
a-ſhore, whilſt the two poor ſailors, not being able 
to get clear of the fe/ucca, wherein they were over. 
Tet, were buried under its ruins; inſomuch that 
theit bodies were found afterwards clinging to ſome 
remains of their ſhatter'd little veſſel. 
Some charitable fiſhermen, who had been wit 
neſſes to our ſhipwreck, ſeeing my body floating 
upon this =_ of timber, came to my aſſiſtance, 
and carried me to their cottage. I was quite mo- 
tionleſs, and almoſt quite lifeleſs, but their officious 
and timely care brought me again to myſelf; it was, 
however, only to deplore my unhappineſs, and la- 
ment this new misfortune. Theſe good creatures, 
judging by my cloaths that I was no ordinary per- 
on, gave the Aa of Patras notice of my diftreſs, 
and made him ſo lively a deſcription of it, that he 
came without delay to my relief; and as they had 
not mentioned one: word to me upon this head, 
was extremely {urprized\, hext morning, to ſce thi 
Turk enter my room, attended by a numerous re- 
tinue, and make me a thoufandꝭ offers of his ſervice. 
His civilities, however, and earneſt intreaties to 
| induce 
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induce me to-take a lodging at his houſe, .would 
have been fruitleſs, had he-not apprized me of the 
dangerous conſequences of continuing in ſuch lone- 
ſome places ; whereupon I reſolved to accept of his 
kindneſs. diere ole 
All my effects had been ſwallowed up by the ſea, 
I had nothing left but ſome jewels, with about a 
hundred chequins, that were in my purſe ; and fifty 
of theſe I gave to the charitable fiſhermen who ſaved 
my life. This done, the generous Achmet (for ſo 
was the Aga of Patras called) made me get into a 
covered waggon, and we ſet out for his houſe, 
where we arrived within fix hours. He preſented 
me immediately to his wife, and, embracing her, 
All praiſe to the moſt High, and to the great pro- 
* phet Mabomet, faid he, here is a young and beau- 
* tiful perſon, who was ſhipwreck'd on the coaſts of 


_ © the gulph of Lepanto, and whom ſome charitable 


* fiſhermen brought again to life. The ſea has de- 
© prived her of all her ſubſtance. Being informed 
* that this virtuous perſon was with thoſe people, 
* where ſhe could not have had what was neceſſary 
to ſupply her wants, I went myſelf in queſt of 
her; I made her a propoſal of coming along 
* with me, to which ſhe has conſented, and I have 
* promiſed you ſhould take her under your care : 
Give her a place, therefore, at your table, and 
let her be reſpected and waited on by our ſlaves in 
* the ſame manner as yourſelf, Every charitable 
work is rewarded in Heaven by the Almighty, and 
* we ſhall reap no ſmall comfort, I am perſuaded, 
from this. She ſeems to me both a virtuous and 
* ingenious woman, her example and converſation 
© will prove equally agreeable and beneficial to 
* you.” 

Hereupon the wife of Achmet received me with 


that affeRionate and artleſs civility, which takes off 
| D-2 from 
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from charity, that diſagreeable harſhneſs and rough. 
neſs that is ſo diſguſtful to the poor wretches who 
are obliged to accept of it; inſomuch that our 
friendſhip ſoon became perfect. But as the lamb 
cannot reliſh.any pleaſure, unleſs it is leaping and 
bounding upon the tops of hills and mountains, and 
the chaſte dove cannot live without moaning, when 
ſeparated from her dear mate, I felt within myſelf the 
cruel anguiſh wherewith the abſence of the beloved 
object imbitters all the delights in the world. 

In vain did that virtuous woman endeavour to 
diſpel my ſorrow ; it always diſcover'd itſelf in 
ſome of my actions; whereupon, Achmet and his 
wife, not being apprized of the true cauſe of my 
melancholy, redoubled every moment their care 
and careſſes, and never thought they could do 
enough for me. Senſibly touch'd with the moſt 
lively gratitude, I reſolved to acquaint them with 
my name, and the whole detail of my grievous 
misfortunes, leſt their friendſhip ſhould be cooled 
by ſuſpicions no ways advantagious to my repu- 
tation, 

Already had I been three months in this charita- 
ble family; the temper of Achmet and his ſpouſe, 
which I had fully diſcovered, gave me no manner 
of uneaſineſs; nay, I did not doubt but, being 
moved by my misfortunes, they would furniſh me 
with the means to put my deſigns in execution: 
J rightly judged, that the bare name of wife to 
count Bonneval, who was highly reſpected by the 
Turks, would induce them to find ſome way of 
conveying me to the Sublime Porte; wherefore, I 
no longer heſitated upon intruſtmg them with my 
ſecrets ; whereby I gave them, at the ſame time, 
a proof, that I had a lively ſenſe of their many fa- 


vours. | 
It 
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It would be quite wrong, ſaid I to myſelf, for 
me, through an exceſs of ſorrow, to wait here and 
expect my deſtiny with my arms acroſs ; I muſt 
exert myſelf, in order to get clear of the misfortunes 
wherein I am fallen; and if, in ſpite of my endea- 
yours, I muſt periſh without accompliſhing my 
purpoſe, it ſhall not be through my own fault, nor 
ſhall I have any thing wherewitth to reproach myſelf. 
Though I am altogether eaſy within myſelf as to 
my own innocence, this peace of mind ought not to 
prevent my endeavouring, as much as in me lies, 
to juſtify myſelf ; which done, I will wait the event 
with indifference. The unhappy find ſome relief 
from hope; and it is a kind of advantage to me, 
that I cannot be worſe, and may be better. | 

After this ſhort inward ſoliloquy, I gave Achmet 
and his wife a faithful account of all that had hap- 

ned to me ſince my acquaintance with count 
1 z and ſcarcely had this generous pair 
heard my ſtrange adventures, when compaſſion in- 
creaſed their kindneſs to me yet more, They em- 
braced me with tranſports ; * Virtuous woman, 
cry'd Achmet, the more I know you to be unfor- 
* tunate, the greater claim you have to my friend- 
* ſhip : Providence having thrown you into my 
© hands, perſecuted and almoſt helpleſs, you ſhall 
find in me a vigilant and ſincere friend, Who will 
ſpare nothing to enable you to triumph over 
your enemies, and to reſtore you to the love of 
your huſband. I know him, that valiant, count, 
© and have experienced his goodneſs, he has given 
me as ſignal proofs of his generoſity as of his brave- 
ry. Make yourſelf eaſy then, dear counteſs, and 
depend upon me for the care of getting you con- 
ducted to Conſtantinople.” | - 

After this ſo evident a teſtimony of a generous 
and ſolid friendſhip,” which proceeded from a ſin- 
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cere piety, my ſorrow was ſomewhat allay*d, or 

er, it was wholly confined within my own 

breaſt, that I might only appear to my hoſpitable 
Mabometans with a contented and ſatisfied counte- 

nance: But ſtill finding they talk'd no more of my 

1411 departure, I fell again by degrees into my former 
"i melancholy. The wife of Achmet reproach'd me 

| therewith in obliging terms; whereupon, being 
conſtrained thereto by my inward grief, I unbo- 

N ſom'd myſelf to her as follows. * Tis true, ſaid 
"OF I; my dear friend; that, in ſpite of the many fa- 
5 vours you laviſh upon me, F am penſive and un- 
1 « eaſy, but I appeal to your own heart. O! moſt 
r * virtuous woman! it is in yourſelf I will find ex- 
% * cuſes for my ſeeming ingratitude. Enter, then, 
% for a moment into my ſufferings, or rather, 
100 © ſuppoſe that, being reduced to the ſame misfor- 
40 tunes as me, I had received you under my roof, 
and had afforded you there the ſame kind en- 
s tertainment as I find here in your houſe, could 
« you enjoy any great ſatisfaction therein, whilſt ſe- 


338 MEMOIRS V 


| j 10 « parated from a huſband, who is a thouſand times 
J « dearer to you than your own life? Should you 
. not be afraid, the calumnies, which had alread 

% made ſome impreſſions on his mind to your diſ- 


© advantage, ſhould alſo induce him to believe 
« you guilty ? Alas! it is this fear alone that preys 
WICH upon me, K | | 
{RAM To dic innocent is no great misfortune, but to 
140 die loaded with the ſcorn and indignation of the 
© perſon one loves, and not to have it in one's 
power to juſtify one's ſelf, this is the rock againſt 
which even the moſt unſbaken conſtancy muſt 
. © ſuffer ſhipwreck. Pity me, therefore, generous 
friend, and do not blame my uneaſineſs; but en- 
gage Achmet to ſend me away to re- join the count, 
or at leaſt to Conſtantinople, where I may by 
5.5 LY | © ſome 
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ſome means to let him hear from me.? Hereupon 
that amiable woman immediately calls her huſband, 
and, with her eyes full of tears, informs him of our 
converſation. 10 \Þ; 
It would be injuſtice, ſays ſhe, to deſire to con- 
« ſtrain her to ſtay any longer with us, but the rea- 
« ſons which induce our friends to leave us, tho? 
«never ſo ſtrong and convincing, are not a jot the 
leſs afflicting. I am going then, dear counteſs, to 
ſeparate myſelf from you, perhaps never to ſee 
each other again. Keep always in remembrance 
© the lively friendſhip I have conceived for your 
lovely perſon. Adieu, receive here my laſt em- 
© braces ; I am going to order every thing that is 


* neceſſary for your departure.” 


Achmet alſo, though equally concerned, told me, 
he was about to have me conducted to the iſle of Ne- 
gropont; that the Baſſa of that place, who was one of 
his friends, would take care to have me canveyed 
from thence to the Porte in a galley. Having thus 
ſaid, he delivers me a large purſe; * Here, purſued 
he, are twelve hundred chequias for your ex- 
* pences; 1 will join thereto an urgent letter for 
the Baſſa. At theſe words he takes his leave of 
me, and bids. me adieu: © Go without ſeeing me 
© again, added he, I ſhall not have courage enough 
* to bear our parting.? | 

He had ordered me two large trunks, filled with 
every thing neceſſary for me; at four in the morn- 
ing the baggage was put upon two horſes, and [ 
mounted . myſelf upon a third, attended by two 
eunuchs on foot, who were to conduct me; but 
they unfortunately loſt their way, and, inſtead of 
taking the road to the [thmus of Corinth, (tray into 
the country of the Magnoſi's; fo called from certain 
Greeks that inhabit it, who are as great thieves, and 
as treacherous, as the Spaniſb Migquzlets, In effect, 

| D434 after 
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after a painful and fatiguing journey for eighteen 
days, by reaſons of the rocks and mountains with 
which the Morea or Peloponneſus is covered, the 
ſomewhat ſultry heat determined me to reſt myſelf 


. In a little ſhady grove that we found on the fide of 


a rifing ground. I had not been there a quarter of 
an hour, enjoying the agreeable breezes of the re- 
freſhing Zephyrs, when I was ſurprized by a gang 
of thoſe above-mentioned Banditti: And my two 
eunuchs, at the ſight of this ſet of robbers, betook 
themſcives immediately to their heels, and fled 
away like the wind ; leaving me alone, and ex- 
pared to all the inſolences of theſe rapacious pro- 
igates. | | 

This nation of Magnoti's, inhabit that part of 
Peloponneſus, from cape Modon to cape Matapan; and 
the ſteep rocks, with which their country is filled, 
ſecures them from all manner of purſuit. They are 
a perfidious and ungovernable people ; like the wild 
Arabs, they ſhelter themſelves in inacceſſible ca- 
verns, ſo that the Turks, to whom they are ſubject, 
have never yet been able, either to reduce them, or 


to force them, by any puniſhments, to keep with- 


in the bounds of duty, and the rules of a civil ſoci- 
ety. The Greek religion, which they profeſs, tho' 
Chriſtian, cannot put a ſtop to their rapine. They 
have hardly the leaſt knowledge thereof; their 
Papa's, or prieſts, far from inſpiring them with 
any. ſentiments of morality, are the very firſt to rob 
and ſtrip all thoſe, who are ſo unfortunate to fall 
into their hands; neither do they regard the Turks, 
tho' their Lords, any more than others. 

It may be eaſily judged, that wretches of this 
character, had no great regard either to my threat- 
eningsor my entreaties. They not only took away 
my three horſes, with all Achmet's preſents, but 


they had alſo the impudence to ſtrip me, and to 


give 


* 
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give me ſome old rags they pull d off one of theit 
wives, in exchange for my own cloaths. Tis 
true, however, they offered me no farther-inſult, 
but left me at liberty, and vanuſſted in an in- 
ſtant, 

Any other but me would ave died with the 
fright 3 but I ſupported this new misfortune with 
dry eyes, and even with an indifference, whereat I 
am aſtoniſh'd myſelf when I now think of it. I 
had preſence of mind ſufficient to conceal three fine 
diamonds ſo artfully in my hair, that they eſcaped 
their clutches; they left me alſo my letters for the 
Baſſa of Negropont. Heaven gave me, on this 
occaſion, a courage ſuperior to my troubles ;' and I 
hoped ſtill, that with the help of patience and my 
health, I ſhould ſee an end of my misfortunes; at 
the worſt, ſaid I, however unhappy I may be, this 
life is ſo ſhort, it 15 not worth while to give way to 
deſpair, 

As ſoon as theſe wretches were departed, I pur- 
ſued my journey as long as the bright luminary of 
the day would afford me his light; and, on the 
approach of night, I walked as faſt as poſſibly I 
could to reach a road where I had diſcerned ſome 
maſts of ſhips ; but my feet being tender, and like 
wiſe mangled in this fatiguing journey by the ſharp 
and rough ſtones, they refuſed me their aſſiſtance: 


In a word, my ſtrength being exhauſted, 1 fell 


down, thro' wearineſs, under a ads tree, ** 
I] was forced to paſs the night. 

Tho? I am naturally pretty hardy, for a abak 
timorouſneſs never yet poſſeſsd my ſoul, my fpi- 
rits began to fink, and I could not help ſhuddering 
when I heard the roaring of the ſea calves,” with 
which theſe parts abound, and which come a- ſhore 
by night oiled ed upon the coaſts. A hare, or a 
fox (1 know not which, the darkneſs * 


62. 
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me from diſtinguiſhing objects) chanced to take re- 
fuge under my coats: W hereupon I ſhriek'doutaloud, 
and he flew away like lightning; I am very ſure I 
cauſed him as much fear as he created in me. Oh! 
unfortunate counteſs, cry'd I, fetching deep ſighs, 
how deplorable is thy fate ! Waſt thou born to un- 
dergo ſo many ſufferings! Perfidious love!] did'ſt 
thou only wound me with thy ſhafts, to render me 
afterwards the unhappy ſport of thy Inconſtancy. 
A martyr to my love, a victim to my misfor- 
tunes, I ſuffer by turns the cruel tortures of abſence 
and calumny ! who would have thought my inno- 
cent affection would coſt me ſo many pains, tears, 
and ſorrows ? | 

Theſe words, which I uttered pretty loud, drew 
towards me a ſhepherd, who was lying upon the 
flowery bed of a ſmall verdant mead, whic I had 
not before obſerved. This man had not under- 
ſtood one ſyllable I had faid, being quite a ſtranger 
to the Halian tongue; nevertheleſs he approaches 


me, eyes me attentively, and ſtops. Already had 


the morni n to gild the top of the mountains; 
when lupe to — ſuch ** in a place I 
thought uninhabited, I imagined this alſo was a 
Magnoti; wherefore I ſtart up on a ſudden, fully 
reſolved to reſiſt him; whoever thou art, ſaid 1, 
in the Greek tongue, which I ſpeak tolerably, do 
not approach me, or thou mayſt chance to repent it. 
This ſaid, with a: maſculine. courage, I ſeize on a 
large ſtick, which had help'd to ſupport me in my 
journey, and diſplay'd ſo much bravery that he 
burſt- into a Jaughter. Fear nothing, cry'd the 
ſhepherd in a friendly voice, I heard your com- 
plaints, and only came hither to relieve you, Draw 
near then, returned I, tell me where I am ; what 
country is this? am I ſtill far from the iſle of Nepro- 
pont? Alas ! fair lady, ſaid the Greek, you have 


fallen, 
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fallen, no doubt, into the hands of the Mapnor?'s ; 
your condition, beauty, and figure, leave me no 
room to queſtion your being a perſon of diſtinction, 
whom thoſe Banditti have ſtript; but you ought to 
hope that Heaven will aſſiſt you. „Kier 

his road, that you ſee before you, is the bay 
of Vatica; this iſland, that ſhuts it in, is called the 
iſle of Cervi, and the two capes, between which it 
is ſituated, are thofe of Matapan and St. Angelo ; 
which latter is not far from Cerigo, formerly the 
iſland of Cythera ; and Cerigo is the beginning of 
the Archipelago ; ſo that you are ſtill at leaſt eight 
days journey from Negropent : But you are not far 
from Napoli di Malvoiſia, where you will undoubt- 
edly meet with relief. You are beautiful, what do 
I ay beautiful, you are adorable, -inchanting! and 
the Aga, or governor of that city, loves fine wo- 
men exceſſively ; wherefore I don't at all queſtion 
but he will place you in bis Harem * ; for you” will 
appear to him as you do to me, the moſt*Incompa- 
rable perſon under the heavens, and notwithſtarid- 
ing your mean and tatter*d habit, — 
ſee you are a lady of diſtinction. Vouchſafe, there- 
fore, to ga with me to my cottage 5 we may ger 
thither ina quarter of an hour ; and you may there 
recover yourſelf after your fatigues ; which done, 
I will conduct you to the city. INS + WHY: 
I] muſt confeſs, the ſhepherd's gallantry made 
me laugh, but nevertheleſs it gave me ſome ſuſpi- 
cion of him. This man, faid I to myſelf, is no 
fool; is not he laying ſome ſnare for me? Never- 
theleſs, theſe thoughts vaniſhed again, we always 
love to hear ourſelves flatter d; this is the great 
failing of our fex ; and a handſome woman ſeldom 
pardons it, when one neglects to do her juftice upon 
this head; nor can the ladies, who 27 them- 
| - ſelves 


The apartment of the Turtis women, 
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0:60 ſelves-beauties, bear any rivals who ſurpaſs them» 
1 and rob them of all their conqueſts. 
iff I determine then upon following the ſhepherd, 
170 and in a moment we arrive at his cottage. His mo- 
1600 ther and ſiſter loaded me with careſſes, and preſented 
070 me with ſome milk and ſome fruit, which I then 
thought exquiſite, for I was exceſſively hungry ; in 
ſhort, within four days that I ſtaid with them, I reco- 
; vered entirely of the fatigue I had undergone. Their 
l friendſhip ſeem'd to me ſo ſincere, that I was not 
at all aware of the trick they had premeditated to 
0, play me: Tis true the Greeks, in general, are 
(OR perfidious, treacherous, wicked and deceisful ; 
Wo, but I did not yet know them enough.to miſtruſt 
0% them ſufficiently. N 
1100 The fifth day, which I had fixed upon for my 
110 departure, the daughter, making me get upon an 
th ih aſs, conducted me to Napoli di Malvoiſia, and car- 
ried me to a houſe, which ſeemed to me very ſuſpi- 
FR cious; which done, ſhe left me, as ſhe ſaid, to go 
8 buy ſome proviſion, but the traitreſs impoſed on 
179 me. She ran immediately to the Aga, to whom 
6 00 ſhe ſold me as a ſlave that was fallen into her hands. 
ih She made him ſo fine a deſcription of my beauty, 
bi that he gave her two hundred chequins for me; 
il, judge, then, of my aſtoniſhment, when I ſaw eight 
1 Spahis enter the houſe where I was, ſeize ſuddenly 
{16 upon me, and force me with them to the Seraglio 
0 of that governor. Here all my fortitude forſook 
Wh me. Oh! heavens! cry'd I, ſhall Tevery where meet 
with traitors, and enemies to my repoſe, who wall 
never ceaſe perſecuting me ? I fell afterwards into 
the moſt cruel reflections, and paſſed the night in a 
flood of ſorrows. Next day, Mahomet Celebi (ſo 
was the Aga calld) came to ſee me. By what 
right, ſaid I to him fiercely, do you deprive me of 


liberty? Becauſe you belong to me, anſwered * 
t 
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the Greek who brought you hither, and is greatly 
eſteemed here, ſold you tg me for two-hundred che- 
quins, and I have got a receipt in due form, No 
noiſe, therefore, no haughtineſs, you are my pro- 
perty ; prepare then to grant me freely, what I may 
otherwiſe command by main force. | 
Thou art miſtaken, Celebi, returned I with indig- 
nation, never hope to triumph over my virtue; 
count Bonneval's ſpouſe ſhall never he the victim of 
thy infamous defires. Thou, reply'd the Aga with 
ſurprize, the wife of Baſſa Bonneval! And how 
wilt thou prove ſuch a forgery ? There, Celebi, 
faid I to him, throwing him Achme?*s letter with 
diſdain, read that writing attentively, it will inform 
thee of the truth. Hereupon, the Aga, darting at 
me looks full of fury, takes up the letter, whoſe 
author he knew, and peruſes it deliberately ; which 
done, the Turk, quite confounded, aſk'd me par- 
don in ſuch ſubmiſſive terms, that I could not help 
being moved therewith; and ſtretching out my 
hand, aſſured him of my perfect friendſhip. Adore- 
able and virtuous woman, cry*d he, be comforted 
after your misfortunes ; I will alleviate your pains, 
and ſpare no trouble to reſtore you to your huſband. 
This faid, he orders a number of flaves to wait on 
me with more diligence than himſelf, furniſhes me 
with rich cloaths, and ſending to ſeize on the perfi- 
dious Greek, who had fold me into his hands, places 
her amongſt his ſlaves. However, ſhe did not re- 
main long there; I begged her liberty fo earneſtly, 
that having obtained it in a week afcer, I ſent her 
again to her own home. | 
Meanwhile, the air of diſtinction, with which Maho- 
met Celebi began to treat me, hadexcited the jealouſy 
of Zulemai, his favorite wife, who was as much afraid 
of lofing his heart, as I wasof gaining it; inſomuch that, 


after diverting myſelf for ſome days with the prodi- 
gious 
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gious uneaſineſs it gave her, I began to pity her, 
and endeavoured to baniſh from her mind thoſe 
wrong notions ſhe had imbibed. But this jealous 
woman, fancying I had a mind to impoſe upon her, 
Placed about me a perſon who found the means to 
gain my confidence, in order to be informed of all 
my ' ſteps. A young Georgian, named Servia, 
offered to ſerve her in this point; and made herſelf 
ſo much miſtreſs of my good will in a ſhort time, 
that I no longer concealed any thing from her : 
But I was deceived in her, as will be ſeen in the 
ſequel, and her black ingratitude expoſed me to ma- 
ny dangers. . 

Servia had one of thoſe honeſt countenances, 
that are capable of impoſing on all mankind ; a 
pleaſing and endearing manner, joined to a quick pe- 
netration, and withall, ſuch an artful intermixture of 
malice and ſincerity that inſpires people with confi- 
dence. A behaviour ſo ſeemingly ſincere blinded 
me, and made me fall into ſnares which I ſhould 
otherwiſe haveavoided ; I had the misfortune then 
to beg her of Celebi, to accompany me to Canſtanti- 
nopie, which he was far from denying me. After 
a ſtay of two months in this houſe, where I had in- 
finite reſpect ſhewn me, the Aga made me embark 
in a Turkiſh ſaique, which carried me in fix days to 
Negropont. 

Cberſerberg (for thus was the*Baſſa of that iſland 
called) had received ſeveral letters from the Aga of 
Patras, fince my departure from thence. Affficted 
at. not hearing any thing of me, for the eunuchs, 
who had forſaken me, took care not to return to! 
him, he had made the ſtricteſt enquiries after me, 
without being able to get any account what had be-. 
fallen me 3. ſo that this generous Turk, and his wife, 
were under an inexpreſſible concern for my ſafety. 
The Baſſa of Negropont, therefore, was tranſported 


with 
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with 28 joy, when news was brought him of 
my arrival. | | 

He flew quickly to the port, and cry'd out as 
he addreſs'd me, ah ! charming counteſs, what terri- 
ble alarms you have cauſed me! I believed you 
fallen a victim to the Magnoti's, having heard of 
your misfortune, in lighting into the hands of thoſe 

igates; and have ſent, within this month, a 
conſiderable body of Spabis, to deliver you out of 
that danger: How am I overjoy'd to behold you! 
The tranſports wherein this man ſeem'd, delighted 
me greatly ; and indeed he left nothing undone to 
make me forget my misfortunes. He could not 
hear the account of my melancholy adventures with- 
out ſhedding tears ; and even ſeemed more moved 
thereat than myſelf ; ſo that I may ſay with fince- 
rity, I never knew a more perfectly honeſt man: 
His temper was entirely like that of the Aga of Pa- 
tras, and accordingly they had a moſt cordial friend- 
ſhip for each other. i 

His bodily qualifications were entirely anſwerable 
to thoſe of his mind: He had an eaſy ſhape; a no- 
ble air z large black eyes, and full of a ſweet ma- 


jeſty, ſuch as the God Mars is repreſented, when in 


company with Venus. One might obſerve in his 
countenance I know not what mixture of grandeur 
and majeſty, that inſpired at the ſame time teſpect 
and love: This charming Baſſa, by his repeated 
careſſes, retained me with him above four months; 
ſo that I did not leave that iſland till the thirteenth 
month after riy departure from Venice. At laſt, 
the moment came, when we were obliged to part, 
which coſt us both abundance of Regret : He had 
fitted out for me a fine galley, where I was waited 
on like a queen; but this happineſs was of no long 

Ve 


continuance. 


1 
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We had quitted the iſle of Negropont in as fine 


a time as we could wiſh ; a weſt ſouth-weſt wind, 
without being too violent, was nevertheleſs ſtrong 
enough to make us cut the yielding waves with 
great ſwiftneſs; and already had we doubled the iſland 
of Sciro, when we were attacked by a large Mal. 


teze veſſel, carrying above five hundred men, and 


ſeventy pieces of cannon. About fixty ſoldiers, 
which the Baſſa had ſpared me for my defence in 
caſe of any accidents, were not able to hold out long 
againſt ſuch formidable enemies; accordingly, they 
did not give themſelves the trouble of putting them- 
ſelves in a poſture to oppoſe them, but ſurrendered 
at the ſecond broadſide. 

The commander, having taken me for a Turki/h 
lady, on account of my dreſs, addreſfed me at furlt 
with ſome civility, and demanded of me, in the ori- 
ental tongues, my name and my quality; but, finding 
I made no anſwer, he changed his tone, and accoſted 
me roughly. Nettled at this haughty behaviour, I 
ſoon made him ſenſible of his infolence with abriſk- 
neſs that covered him with a kind of confuſion ; 


which it was eaſy for me to perceive by his Jooks, 


He then changed his magiſterial ſtyle, and ſpoke to 
me very graciouſly ; whereupon I thought, I ought 
neither to conceal from him my family, nor the motive 
of my voyage to Canſtantinople. This fincereacknow- 
ledgement threw him into a ſtrange conſternation, 
and he addreſſed me almoſt in the manner following. 


Madam, your birth, your wit, and your 


© merit, are well known to me; but I muſt 
confeſs, your extravagant love gives me 
© ſtrange notions of your virtue. For a young per- 
* ſon of your ſex to expoſe herſelf to all the caprices 
of fortune, to run after an adventurer of the firſt 
rate, this is what may be termed trampling under 
* foot the duties both of decency and modeſty. 
os: . 
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"Tis true, nature, when ſhe brings us into the 
* world, deſtines our hearts to be united to ſome 
« other particular perſon, and till we find out that 
© party, we make certain little trials of others, 
« which take up our thoughts for a longer or ſhorter 
time, according as thoſe hearts have more or leſs 
conformity with that which is deſtined for us. But 
a diſcreet maiden, endued with virtue, ought al- 
* ways to ſtifle that ſympathy that attracts her incli- 
© nations, when the object preferred can only render 
© her the ſport of calumny, or the ſubject of con- 
* tempt. Now, it is impoſſible, but you muſt have 
* judged, that your reputation would ſuffer infinitely 

by your love to Bonneval. | 
© Befides, who will be ever perſuaded, that the 
court of Rome have conſented to your nuptials ? 
© Behold yourſelf, then, expoſed to the moſt cutting 
and diſgraceful invectives of every ſlanderous 
tongue; and if we alſo reflect, that this your ſup- 
* poſed huſband is an infamous apoſtate, a wretch 
* who acknowledges no other providence than 
chance; no ſovereign but his own will; no guide 
but his paſſions ; nor no friends but his vices, 
* what becomes of your honour ? Is it not obſcured 
* by the blackeſt clouds of ignominy ? Be ruled by 
* me then, and end here your rambles ; I am about 
to conduct you to Malta, continue there in tran- 
* quility 3 care ſhall be taken of you, but never hope 
* to ſeeTurkeyagain ; ſuch good meaſures will be con- 
* certed, that all your attempts to eſcape from thence 
would be in vain, You belong rightfully to me 
as my ſlave; you are a lawful prize; fince you 
declare yourſelf the wife of a Turk, who is our molt 
* cruel enemy; but I am far from making uſe of 
* that authority, I might otherwiſe claim over your 
* perſon, I will even ſhew you ſuch regard, that, 
perhaps, ſhall force FOI bleſs Heaven that ever 
| F. * you 


cy into my power.* This ſaid, he goes out 


of the room, without giving me any time to anſwer 
him. | 

This ſermon-like diſcourſe plainly ſhewed me all 
the horrors of my deſtiny. My mind was ſo trou- 
bled at the black epithets wherewith he had loaded 
my dear count, that I broke looſe from the arms of 
S:rvia, with deſign to have thrown myſelf headlong 
into the ſea; but ſuch good orders were iſſued for 
my pre ſervation, that, finding all my attempts of 
this nature would be fruitleſs, I grew more com- 
poſed by degrees. We cannot always get the bet- 
ter of our ſorrows ; but as ſoon as we are willing to 
exert ourſelves, we fave ourſelves many diſa- 
greeablz hours, as I have frequently found ſince that 
time. 

I made then a ſerious reflection upon my paſt 
conduct, and called my virtue and conſtancy to my 
aid, inſomuch that my reſolution, at laſt, wearied 
out my perſecutors. Can we do in this world as 
we would? No, faid I, there is a certain fatality 
which wiſe men call providence, which prevents 
or overthrows our defigns, without our being able 
to diſcover either how, or wherefore. I acquainted 
the Georgian with all my thoughts, and ſhe ap- 
proved of all theſe notions: Mean while, ſhe had 
ſeveral private interviews - with the commander, 
which gave me not the leaſt umbrage, being fully 
| perſuaded of her fidelity; nevertheleſs ſhe deceived 
me, and even concerted the blackeſt treaſons againſt 
me, with intent to impoſe on me. She engaged 
afterwards to make me approve of the com- 
mander's paſſion, for that officer, far from prac- 
tiing that rigid morality he had preached to me, 
was neither a man of continence, nor a regular 
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He was a perſon of a family of the greateſt diſtin i- 
on, and who was beſides endued with fine outward 
accompliſhments, though he was already arrived at 
his twelfth Luſtrum, but having been apprized, 
from my infancy, of the licentiouſneſs of theſe 
kinds of religious, and being alſo exaſperated at the 
impertinent remonſtrance he had made me without 
the leaſt ſoftening or regard, I never thought on 
him but with indignation, Accordingly, I rejected, 
with diſdain, all thoſe teſtimonies of reſpe& he 
would have ſhown me, to appeaſe my too juſt re- 
ſentment : In a word, I treated him with ſo much 


ſcorn, that he not only reſolved to give over his. 


purſuit, but alſo to puniſh me with exceſſive ſe- 
verity. | 

Meantime, Servia, who had only approved of his 
paſſion, with the thought of inſpiring him with love 
to herſelf, managed his temperand mine fo artfully, 
that ſhe eafily triumphed over his heart: And indeed 
that heart was very apt to take fire. I ſhould have 
with'd her joy of her conqueſt, had ſhe had more 
regard for my honour and reputation; but the per- 
fidious Georgian, ſeeing him extremely incenſed 
azainſt, and being nevertheleſs apprehenſive, this 
ſtorm would ſoon be laid by my complaiſance, inft- - 
nuated to him that I was far from cruel, but had fo 
creat an averſion for Chriſtians, he would never be 
able to gain my good-will. This done, ſhe gave 
him account of my regard for the Aa of Napoli 
di Malvoiſia, and the Baſſa of Nægropont, with the 


moſt outragious aggravations. 


Can you believe, ſaid ſhe, theſe Turks loaded her 
with ſuch honours, without her having been touch'd 
thereby? No, my lord, I have been a witneſs to 
their amours, and the innocent affection ſhe pre- 
tends is only a mere chimera, She then forged. 


a ſtory of my intrigues with thoſe Maſſeimen, in 
E 2 terms 
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tefms ſo full of exaggerations, that the commander, 
from that hour, looked on me only as an infamous 
wretch, unworthy of the regard of a man of the 
leaſt delicacy : Accordingly, he gave me ſuch fre. 
quent cauſes of affliction, that was at the laſt 
gaſp. 

Il Iwasapprized of all. theſe circumſtances by a French 
Chevalier, who being one of his friends, was witneſs 
to all their converſations; but he could not ler me 
know this till nine months after my arrival at N. 
At firſt, he had been impoſed on by her, as well 
as the commander, but he ſoon diſcovered the fal- 
ſity of all theſe aſperſions; and could not ice, with- 
out concern, that I ſtil] retained a friend ip rer lis 
unworthy creature; and this it was induced him, 
at laſt, to reveal this myſtery of iniquity, which l 
could not hear without ſhuddering. 

The ſame motives which had prompted the 
Georgian to blacken me in the commander's opi- 
nion, incited her alſo to protect me from the rigour 
with which he had reſolved to puniſh me; and 
herein we may ſee the odd effects of ſo ſingular a cha- 
rafter, The commander, exaſperated againſt me, 
had deſigned to deliver me over to the tribunal of 
the inquiſition, as an apoſtate; whereupon ſhe had 
recourſe to the influence both of her careſſes, tears, 
and interceihons, to ward off that blow ; ſo that he 
fa vour'd me ſo far, as to have me only confined in 
2 convent; from whence I never ſtirr'd out, till nine 
months after; and that alſo, by the freſh artifices of 
the ſame creature, and for the reaſons following. 

The commander had, in this iſland, a miſtreſs, 
who ſurpaſſed Servia both in beauty and merit; her 
rage therefore, at being forced to truckle to the 
will of this fair- one, made the Georgian reſolve to 


be revenged on her, by cauſing me to ſupplant oy 
he 
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She did not at all doubt ( judging me by herſelf) 

but that, to deliver myſelf from my melancholy 

condition, I ſhould willingly ſubmit to an unlawful 
aſſion. 

She knew the commander, notwithſtanding her 
having prejudiced him againſt me, ſtill retained a 
fancy for me; wherefore ſhe never ſcrupled aſſu- 
ring him, the rigorous puniſhment I had undergone 
had diſpoſed me entirely to liſten to him favoura- 
bly. What was, then, my ſurprize, on being taken, 
on a ſudden, out of the monaſtery, and lodged 1n 
a magnificent apartment. Struck with this unhoped- 
for change, I aſked Servia the reaſon, with the 
oreateſt eagerneſs; for it was ſhe who came to 
acquaint me with this agreeahle news, and fetched 
me from my confinement : Till then I had been a 
ſtranger to her ſituation, and falſly imagined ſne 
was in flavery, 

She did not delay acquainting me with the 
cauſe of my good fortune, accompanying her rela- 
tion with inexpreſſible endearments; and I heard 
the propoſals, ſhe had undertaken to make me, 
with a diſorder, which ſhe aſcribed to a pleaſure, the 
more lively, as it was unforeſeen. Her miſtake, how- 
ever, was advantagious to me, ſo I reſolved to turn 
it to my own account. From that moment, I be- 
gan to ſuſpect her inſincerity; wherefore, I con- 
cealed my deſpair from her diſcovery, and took a 
weng which ſaved me, and procured me my li- 
erty. 

Servia, ſaid I, aſſure the commander, I am ſen- 
ſibly moved by the return of his friendſhip, but let 
him give me time to come to a reſolution ;- and to 
recover from thoſe cutting afflictions he has 
occaſioned me. It is not eaſy to make a ſudden 
tranſition from reſentment to love, and my heart 
will never ſurrender without being affected; it is 
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his part, then, to inſpire that affection, by his re- 
ſpect, little ſervices, and complaiſance. She was 
charmed to ſee me, in appearance ſo favourably dif. 
poſed, in hopes of being ſoon able to puniſh her 
rival. 

The commander, on my arrival at Malta, in 
order to ſecure himſelf from the reproaches his un- 
worthy behaviour deſerved, and alſo to puniſh me, 


without its being in the power of any one to alle. 
viate my misfortunes, had cauſed me to be convey'd, 


during the night, to the monaſtery, and had given 
ſuch ſtrict orders not to let me ſpeak to any one, 
that it was impoſlible for me to take any one ſtep 
towards breaking my chains; but, as ſoon as he 
had ſet me at liberty, I reſolved to venture every 
thing to ſave myſelf from this ſhameful fla- 
very. 

The French Chevalier, who was in the veſſel that 
took my galley, was the firſt to render me a viſit, 
His civility and reſpect had already made an im- 
preſſion upon me; Te. therefore, to unbo- 
ſom my heart to him, begging him, at the ſame 
time, to take upon him the trouble of giving a pe- 
tition from me, to the grand maſter of the order. 
My confidence in de Souvre (fo was this Chevalier 


called) was not fruitleſs. Being moved yet more 


by my tears, he ſympathized with my ſufferings, 

and acquainted me with Servia's baſe character, re- 

commending ſecrecy to me at the ſame time, 
This wretch, continued he, isonly here as a ſpy 


upon your actions and behaviour; you owe your 


liberty only to her jealouſy ; in a word, he diſplayed 
to me, with ſuch energy, the perfidy of that crea- 
ture, that I reſolved to deliver myſelf into the 
hand of this generous Chevalier. Amiable de 
Souvre, cry'd I, pity my forrows, promiſe to afliſt 


me, and be aſſured of all my eſteem, and of the 
| moſt 
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moſt lively gratitude, Do not abandon me; I 
ſtand upon ſlippery ground; and ſee all the horrors 
of the precipice, from which I am ready to fall 
headlong ; vouchſafe then to protect my virtue. 
Counteſs, anſwered he, theſe words are uttered 
by too fair a mouth to fail of taking effect. Your 
fine eyes, drowned in tears, have the power not 
only to move but to perſuade me. Do you want 
proofs of the ſincerity of my proteſtations, Iam rea- 
dy to give you ſome ſo ſingular, and fo real, that, 
at the ſame time, in ſo doing, I ſhall deliver up my 
whole fortune to your diſcretion. I am an enemy 
to all injuſtice, I abhor the exceſſes of the com- 
mander, and a number of other perſons of his tem- 
per, whoſe irregular conduct reflects diſhonour up- 
on a venerable order. Yes, madam, I will break 
your chains, and conduct you wherever you ſhall 
think propèr; but let us firſt try more gentle 
means, | 
You muſt caſt yourſelf at the feet of the grand 
maſter ; he is a nobleman of great humanity and 
charity; and your charming looks will make more 
impreſſion upon his heart, than all the moſt expreſ- 
five petitions. I will procure you a ſecret interview 
with him, and will ſpeak to him in terms, which, I 
hope, will engage him to protect you; and, if this 
ſtep ſhould fail of ſucceſs, I will hazard my life 
freely to put an end to the unjuſt perſecutions with 
which they ſo cruelly oppreſs you. But diſſemble 
artfully, gain the good- will of the commander by 
feeding him with ſoothing hopes, and rely upon 
me for every thing elle. Farewel, counteſs, I on- 
ly leave you to ſee you again ſoon, a longer conver- 
ſation, at this time, would be ſuſpected; I am go- 
ing to endeavour to procure you a favourable au- 


dience. 
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The artful Servia happening to come into the 


room the moment after the knight went out, and 
ſeeing me extremely moved, aſked me eagerly the 


reaſon of it; and had recourſe to her uſual wiles, 
namely, tears, and careſſes, to worm my ſeeret out 


of me, but all her attempts were vain ; ſhe was 
forced to content herſelf with a dry anſwer; which 
was allo a little too haughty. Nettled at this way 
of behaviour, the wretch took the liberty to inveigh 
againſt me, and induced the commander to redou- 
ble his perſecutions ; ſcarce could I enjoy one hour's 

uiet; and it is certain, had it not been for the ad- 
vice of the Chevalier de Souvre, I ſhould have pro- 
ceeded to the laſt extremities. Meanwhile, his 
generous proteſtations plunged me into that kind of 
ſtupefaction, which is neither attended with plea- 
ſure nor pain; for if, on one hand, I flatter'd my- 
ſelf with being ſoon at liberty, by his means, I was 
afraid, on the other, that this undertaking would 
draw the too generous de Souvre into ſome trouble- 
ſome inconveniences. This uneaſineſs, being joined 


with my gratitude, began to melt me down into 


tears, when I received a note from that Chevalier, 
to acquaint me, the Grand Maſter would ſoon be 


with me, and in a quarter of an hour after he ar- 


rives. 
It may be eaſily judged, that this news cauſed 


me ſome tranſports and raptures; which hope did 


not fail to heighten with its moſt pleaſing charms, 
and ſelf- love with its moſt flattering deluſions. In 
effect, J was not deceived ; the Grand Maſter en- 
ters, I fly, as light as the wind, and fall at his feet, 
he raiſes me up, views me attentively, ſtretches out 
his hand to me, and aſſures me of his utmoſt pro- 
tection. Hereupon, I gave him a ſincere account 
of all my adventures; and the tears that fell from 


his eyes, and which he could not refrain, were - 
kin 
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kind of ſure preſage of my approaching triumph: 
In effect, he ſeem'd ſo much moved with my miſ- 
' fortunes, that he had me conducted, that moment, 
to his palace, where I was treated like a queen. 

Tae commander being exaſperated hereat, and 
beginning to grow refractory, and to uſe the Che- 
valier de Souvre ill, he was put under an arreſt till 
after my departure: And, as for Servia, ſhe'was' 
condemned to a rigorous ſlavery for the reſt of her 
days. So much goodneſs had affected me with the 
moſt lively gratitude, and had put me in a fituation 
altogether agreeable ; nevertheleſs, my joy was a 
little abated by the following diſcourſe, which the 
Grand Maſter made me the third day after my be- 
ing with him. 

« Counteſs, ſaid he to me, it is againſt my will 
© if I do not ſatisfy all your defires ; but I cannot, 
« without ſullying my honour, and breaking the ſa. 
© cred vows I have made at the foot of the altar, 
permit you to go into Turkey to re- join your ſpouſe. 
Lou muſt be ſenſible, ſuch a condeſcenfion would 
draw upon me the juſteſt reproaches; but I will 
© have you conducted to Venice. There you may 
concert meaſures conformable to your inclinations. 

© I have ordered the Chevalier de Souvre to get a 
© palley prepared to carry you thither; you may 
« yourſelf fix the time of your departure.” 

He had ſcarce acquainted me with this agreeable 
news, but I diſpoſed myſelf to ſet out; fully con- 
vinced, that the generous de Sourre would not re- 
fuſe to ſet me aſhore at Cephalonia, I flatter d my- 
ſelf, that I ſhould ftill ſoon ſee Conſtantinople. 
Scarce had I made him this propoſal. when he an- 
ſwer'd very low, at Conſtantinople, if you defire it: 
In ſhort, I ſet out from Malta eleven months after 
my arrival at that iſland, $: 

$ 
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As ſoon as we had loſt fight of land, the Che. 
valier de Souvre, inſtead of ſteering for the gulph of 
Venice, made them tack about, and ſtand for the 
Barbary-ſhore, on pretence of giving chace to a 
corſair, who had been ſeen upon thoſe coaſts. We 
had held a little council of war fogether, wherein 
friendſhip and gratitude acted their parts admirably 
well: The reſult of the Chevalier, had been to con- 
duct me to Aleppo; and the reaſons which induced 
him hereto ſeem'd to be perſuaſive. There, ſaid 
be, counteſs, you will find caravans, which ſet out 
twice a year for Arabia, and it will be ealy to get 
your letters convey*d to count Bonnevel : The Aga 
of Aleppo will pride himſelf in protecting you, and 
ſupplying all your wants, I am not rich, neverthe- 
leſs I have managed fo, as to gather up about three 


_ thouſand chequins to aſſiſt you. This is but a loan, 


however, madam, continues he (ſeeing plainly, by 
my looks, I ſhould be far from accepting this ſum) 
I hope to ſee you again; and then I will ſummons 
you to return me the trifles I do for you. 
Chevalier, cry*d I, tranſported with admiration, 


theſe are admirable ſchemes, and maſt indubitable 


proofs of your friendſhip and generoſity ; but al- 
low me, if you pleaſe, not to accept of this money : 
I have ſtill three fine diamonds, which may help to 


ſupport me. I alſo refuſe ſtedfaſtly to agree to your 


carrying me to Aleppo; this would be expoſing you, 
not only to loſe your fortune, but alſo your liberty 
and your life. The evident danger does not at all 
daunt you; your friendſhip would brave the greateſt 
dangers to ſerve me; it is my part, therefore, to 
Oppoſe your deſigns. Land me in the iſle of Can- 
dia, the Aga of Canea is my huſband's intimate 
friend, I do not in the leaſt queſtion but he will 
ſhew me ſome regard. The defign you form to 
convey me to Aleppo, is neither practicable, nor 

even 
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even prudent ; your ſtrength is not ſufficient to op- 
poſe your enemies; it would be wantonly expoſing 
you to loſe your galley and your liberty : In ſhort, 
if you would oblige me, you muſt deſiſt from this 
dangerous enterprize. 8 

In vain were my prayers, in vain my remon- 
ſtrances; the Chevalier de Souvre would carry his 
point, and brave the Txr&s, even in the midſt of 
their dominions ; but an accident rendered him un- 
able to execute this hazardous deſign. Already, 
for above a fortnight, had we purſued our voyage 
with the weather extremely favourable ; already 
did we ſee the iſle of Candia, and, in ſhort, were 
not above eight leagues from thence when we per- 
ceiv'd a corſair of Agiers. 

The Chevalier, far from avoiding it, crowds all 
his ſails to come up with it ; attacks it with the 
utmoſt intrepidity, and, within a quarter of an hour, 
he diſables it from continuing the combat. As the 
enemy had ſtruck, the firing ceaſed on both ſides, 
and I mount upon deck, in hopes to fave the lives 
of ſome unfortunate ſlaves. I approached the Che- 
valier, then, to congratulate him upon his victory; 
whereupon, being terrify*d at ſeeing me ſo much 
expoſed, he takes me by the hand to lead me to 
my chamber. That inſtant, a muſket-ball comes 
from I know not whence, which ſhatters one of 
his ſhoulders, and falls dead into my ſleeve. This 
fatal ſhot throws him to the ground, and renders 
him incapable of iſſuing his orders. 

In deſpair at this unforeſeen accident, I have him 
carried into the great cabbin, and immediately or- 
der the officers to bear off, and conduct me to Ca- 
nea, where we arrived within four hours after. 
Our retreat ſaved the corſair, who came to refit in 
the ſame port. The chirurgeon found the Cheva- 


lier's wound very dangerous; and, indeed, had it 
| 0 not 
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not been for his youth, his days had then been at 
an end, I muſt confeſs his misfortune threw me 
into a great perplexity. I eſteem'd him infinitely ; 
for, beſides a thouſand amiable qualitics that ſhined 
out in his perſon, he had -done me too important 
ſervices, for me not to be extremely afflicted at this 
diſaſter. - 

True friendſhip proceeds from the heart, as well 
as love; but it is more gentle, and more compoſed ; 
and the Chevalier had ſuch a large fund of honour, 

atneſs of ſou], diſcretion and modeſty, as had 
render'd him extremely dear to?me. I aſſiſted the 
chirurgeon then, with no ſmall concern, to take 
off the firſt dreflings, and the wound was found 
in a good ſtate ; which news allay'd a little my un- 
eaſineſs. | 

As ſoon as the Aga of Canea was informed of my 
arrival, he came immediately to welcome me, and 
forced me to accept of a lodging in his houſe : Be- 
ing apprized aWo of the obligations I had to the 
Chevalier, he cauſed him to be removed into a 
chamber adjoining to mine, that I might be at 
hand to do him all the ſervice I could. My offici- 
ous care of him contributed not a little to his reco- 
very; inſomuch that his health was perfectly re- 
eſtabliſhed in fix weeks, and he was in a condition 
to put out again to ſea, 

He uſed infinite endeavours to engage me to ac- 
cept of his offers, but I was far from willing to ex- 
poſe him to new dangers, which he certainly could 
never have ſurmounted. Miſtapha Bahari (for fo 
was the Aga called) repreſented alſo unto him the 
hazardous conſequences; and even intreated him 


earneſtly to quit the port of Canca as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, being apprehenſive leſt ſome Turkiſh veſſels 


ſhould arrive every moment, and make themſelves 
maſters of his galley : The Aga's inſtances, toge- 
ther 
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ther with mine, induced him, at laſt, to determine 
upon leaving me. 
It would be very hard to deſcribe here the lively 
grief of the Chevalier; my tender friendſhip alſo 
was putto a ſevere trial, to reſtrain itſelf within the 
bounds of decency. It may be eaſily judged, that our 
adicus were moving; I am going then, without you, 
adorable counteſs, ſaid he, my ſorrow is very great; 
and it is only moderated by the hopes of ſeeing you 
again : Let me hear from you then frequently, I 
beſeech you; it is a favour you cannot deny, either 
to my friendſhip, or reſpect. 

Take comfort, too generous Chevalier, anſwer'd 
I, and be more compoſed ;. reſt aſſured, I ſhall ne- 
ver forget you : Here my fighs and tears interrupt 
my ſpeech z and de Souvre, deeply affected with 
my lively gratitude, flips away in an inſtant, haſtens 
to the port, and ſets fail, I have had an opportu- 
nity ſince to requite him for his goodneſs, by ren- 
dering him ſome ſignal ſervices : Count Benneval 
will inform you of this incident, in the account of 
his adventures. 

To return from whence [ have digreſs'd, Muſta- 
pha Babari had diſpatched away two expreſſes, one 
to Aleppo, and the other to Conſtantinople, immedi- 
ately after my arrival. The latter carried letters from 
the Aa, to inform the Porte, that I was under his 
care; the former wascharged with others, containing 
all the particulars of my misfortunes, which the Aga 
of Aleppo was to forward to my huſband in Arabia; 
ſo that it was neceſſary I ſhouid make my ſelf eaſy 
till the return of theſe expreſſes, who were to bring 
back the anſwers thereto, Eight months did I wait 
in expectation of theſe, without receiving any; 
becauſe there had happened an inſurrection at Con- 
ftantinople, which had driven Ahmet III. from 

the throne, and almoſt all the principal officers of 


the 
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the Porte had been facrificed to the reſentment of 


the Fanizaries. But as he was again reſtored there. 
to pretty ſoon, and the reign of his brother Soliman 


was but ſhort, Achmet ſent orders to have me re- 


moved to the Porte, and at the ſame time remanded 
Baſſa Bonneval home. | 

+ Meanwhile, notwithſtanding the Aga of Canes 
left nothing undone to diſpel my trouble, the ſeve- 
rity of my fortune plunged me into a melancholy 
under which I ſunk at laſt, I fell ſick, and this 
fickneſs almoſt brought me to the grave, but the 
three fatal ſiſters, whom I called to my aid, being 


deaf tomy complaint, would not cut the thread of 


my days : At the end of two months I recovered 
my ftrength, and was ſoon in a condition to reliſh 
the ſweets of an agreeable ſpring. 

The iſland of Candia is, undoubtedly, a moſt de- 
licious place of reſidence, but it is no longer that fa- 
mous Crete, which formed formerly one of the 
moſt powerful kingdoms of ancient Greece; nor 
yet that populous and fertile country, which was 
one of the richeſt dependencies of the Venetian re- 
public: All its glory and ſplendour are vaniſhed, ſince 
it fell under the Turkiſh yoke. One ſees now ſcarce 


any thing but fields for the moſt part uncultivated, 


and villages conſiſting of ſorry cottages, with ru- 
inated cities, without fortreſſes and defenceleſs. 
The Turks, quite careleſs about repairs have ſuffered, 
all the fine monuments of antiquity, and the moſt 
beautiful edifices, to fall to ruin; one ſees every 
where large pieces of marble, porphyry, jaſper, 
and other valuable ſtones, lying in heaps ; theſe 


are the melancholy remains of the once flouriſh- 


ing Crete : It is now only a confuſed and melan- 
choly repreſentation of its paſt grandeur and af- 


fluence, | | 
Nevertheleſs, 


e 
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Nevertheleſs, one is comforted for the mortify - 


ing cataſtrophe which theſe objects recall to one's 


mind, by the pleaſing delights one meets with in this 
admirable iſland, The pure and ſerene air one there 
breathes, with thoſe vaſt plains, where the wild and 
other thyme, with ſweet marjoram, and a thouſand 
other odoriferous plants, grow in profuſion, de- 
light the ſmell ſo agreeably, and are diverſified 
with ſuch a beautiful variety of colours, that one 
ſcarce knows how to leave theſe lonely wilds. The 
orange, lemon, citron, and other trees of the fame 
kind, which grow there without cultivating, form 
likewiſe, by their verdant foliage, filver flowers, 
and golden fruit, ſo lovely a contraſt, ſuch a 
charming landſchape, ſuch variegated ſhades, that 
the fight 1s raviſhed therewith. The ſomewhat 
{trong odour, of theſe trees ſo delightful to the eye, 
is moderated by the refreſhing ſcent of the aromatic 
herbs 3 and this kind of confuſion of perfumes, 
drawn together by the Zephyrs, is wafted upon 
their wings even to the diſtance of ten leagues 
off upon the ſeas ; ſo that one may ſmell this en- 
ms iſland before one can diſcover it by the 
ight. | 
m theſe delightful groves, I uſed continually to 
indulge the echoes of my mournful complaints. 
Muſtapha Bahari had a magnificent country- ſeat 
upon the ſea-coaſt ; thither I retired, together with 
ſome ſlaves, to employ my thoughts wholly about 
my dear count. There, my ſorrows being ſuſ- 
pended by the harmonious ſtrains of the nightin- 
gales, and the plaintive cooings of the conſtant 
turtles, I borrowed their ſeveral notes by turns. 
Sometimes, animated by hope, I ſung the cou- 
rage ef the virtuous Penelope; ſometimes, over- 
whelmed with melancholy, I figh'd like the for- 
ſaken Ariadne ; ſometimes, in ſhort, a kind of 
ſtupefaction 


— — - 
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ſtupefaction ſucceeding, on a ſudden, to both 
Joy and grief, I viewed, with an indifferent eye, 
a number of veſſels, which formed an admirable 
proſpect, and which cut the briny waves with as 
much velocity as the ſparrow glides through the 
yielding air. One day the limpid ſtreams appeared 
as ſmooth and tranſparent as the poliſh'd glaſs ; 
another, its mounting ſurges ſeem'd to threaten 
the very heavens, and to raiſe up the dancing 
veſſels to the middle region of the air, only to 
precipitate them again, with the more, impetuoſity 
in the bottomleſs abyſs. Such were the inno- 
cent pleaſures I enjoyed in this charming ſolitude, 
till the return of the expreſs, the Aga had ſent ta 
Conſtantinople. 

The favourable news this meſſenger of peace 


brought me, made me look upon him as a tutelary 


angel, ſent by Heaven, in compaſſion of my ſuffer- 
ings. Scarce could I allow Muſtapha Babari ſuffici- 
ent time to prepare the things neceſſary for my em- 
barkation; nor could he moderate my lively 
impatience, but by his giving me daily continual 
aſſurances of my ſpeedy departure : Nevertheleſs, 
it was ſtill about four weeks, before the veſſels 
could be got ready, that were to carry me to the 
Porte. At laſt, behold me at ſea; the happy 
moment, of my re-union with my dear count, 
is at hand; all my misfortunes are about to termi- 
nate very ſoon ; 1 have nothing now to relate, but 
what is agreeable ; in ſix weeks I ſhall be at Con- 
ſtantinople; and in three months I ſhall have the 
ſweet conſolation to be in the dear embraces of my 


tender huſband... 


I embark'd on board a light frigate, mounting 
forty guns, and convoyed by two galleys, carry- 
ing three hundred ſoldiers, who were determined 
to ſee me ſafe through all dangers whatever. This 

ſtrong 
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ſtrong convoy were to guard me as far as Texedos ; 
4 briſk ſouth wind filling our fails, made us double 
the iſle of Milo, the fourth day after our depar- 
ture; and on the fixth we caſt anchor at Andros. 
The wind being turned on a ſudden. to N. N E. 
in vain did I endeavour to perſuade the comman- 
der of the frigate to keep the ſea: © The weather is 
too boiſterous, illuſtrious woman ſaid he, to ex- 
* poſe your life; my head will be in danger, if I 
don't take care both of your ſafety and health.” 
After a three days ſtay at this iſland, we again 
ſet fail Fine weather, the wind at 8 W. the 
waves grow White, with the rake of our veſſels, 
through the fluid plains; we ran with incredible 


velocity, the iſlands only met our eyes to diſap- 


r again in an inſtant ; the twentieth day we an- 
chor'd before the fortreſs of Tenedos. Heavens 
cried I then out with tranſports, behold me now 
ſafe out of all perils, and ſecure from all the at- 
tempts of my enemies. 

During my abode at the iſland of Candia, I had 
employed myſelf in learning the Turtiſb language 
an old Venetian female ſlave, whereof Muſtapha 
Babari made mea preſent, and who had been long 
in the country, gave me ſuch conſtant inſtructions 
for three months, that, at the end of that time, I 
I could ſpeak it well enough to expreſs myſelf with 
eaſe, This unfortunate woman, who was endued 
with admirable qualifications, was never from me a 
moment ; and as ſhe had lived a confiderable time 
at Conſtantinople, and was perfectly well acquainted 
with the Turkiſh manners, ſhe gave me alſo very 
ſalutary inſtructions concerning my conduct. 

The governor of Tenedos paid me the ſame ho- 
nours as a favourite Sultana z he not only viſited me 
with great reſpect, during the eight days I ſtaid in 
thoſe parts, but alſo ſent three of his wives to keep 

| | F me 
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me company. They were indeed beautiful, but 
their behaviour ſeem'd to me fo looſe, that I did 
not think 'it proper to give way to all their 
careſſes; nevertheleſs, I yielded fo far to their ſolli- 


" citations, to take a view of the ifland, and to croſs 


over to Aſia, which is but an hour's paſſage, to ſee 
the remains of the celebrated Troy, ſo highly ex- 
tolled by the poets; but did not find any thing 
worthy my attention. 


' * Tenedos allo is but a poor place ; the caſtle, built 


upon a neck of land, that is at the end of the iſland, 
is but a wretched tower, without ditches, and for- 
tified with only two or three ſmall pieces of cannon, 
The city, or rather the town, which 1s on the ſide 
of a little emihence, forms a kind of amphitheatre, 
diverſified prettily enough, by reaſon of the dif- 
ferent colours with which the houſes are painted ; 
but otherwiſe, there is not one building that can be 
called paſſable, Their Muſcadine wines however, 
are exquiſite, and in great plenty; the Aga ſent 
me a number of flaggons, which I diſtributed a- 
mongſt the poor chriſtian flaves, who were in the 
Turkiſh galleys. 

As ſoon as we had left Tenedos, we entered the 
mouth of the ſtreights of the Dardanelles ; the four 
caſtles, which guard theſe ſtreights, are far from 


being impregnable ; for it is certain fix good men, 


of war, fitted out by any of the Chriſtian princes, 
would make themſelves maſter of them in leſs than 
twenty-four hours; though the two firſt indeed ſeem 
better built, than thoſe that are thought to be placed 
upon the ruins of Seſtos, and Abydos. Here Aſia and 
Europe ſeem to join each other, the coaſts on each 
ſides of theſe ſtreights are perfectly inchanting; and 
one may ſay that nature has taken a pleaſure in di- 
verſifying the objects. | 


The 
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The little ſhelving hills, with which they are 


id bounded in, as far as the ſea of Marmora, or Hel- 
oa leſpont, are all cultivated, and planted with fine 
1. trees of all ſorts. There are pleaſant villages, large 
fs open vineyards, and vaſt meadows, enamelled with a 
© | thouſand different flowers, beſides fine gardens with 
F terraſs-walks. Here are tall cypreſſes, whoſe ſum- 


8 mits touch the clouds; there fig, olive, ard other 
| kinds of fruit-trees, planted, in a manner, one 
It above another: Can a more beautiful amphi- 
, theatre he ſeen under the copes of heaven? I be- 
eve not. 
When we were arrived over- againſt the ſecond 
© i caſtle, the Aga's being informed of my paſſage, 
4 fired the prodigious cannon of theſe two fortreſſes ; 
; the balls are of ſtone, and weigh each of them 
four hundred pounds. I ſhould certainly have ex- 
l cuſed this compliment very willingly, for the re- 
, peated diſcharges of theſe terrible engines, cauſed 
: ſuch a dreadful thundering, that I thought it would 
, have coſt me my hearing; I was ſo much ftunn'd 
p for above fix hours, that I was ſcarce able to bear 
myſelf. | 
It would be very difficult to make a natural de- 
ſcription of the ſides of theſe ſtreights, from the 
h Dardanelles, to the Black- Sea; the country ſeemed 
| to me perfectly like a ſcene of inchantment. We 
ſtopt a while at Gallipoli, and at the iſle of: Marmo- 
ra, ſituated in the midſt of the Helleſpont; inſhort, 
we were ten days in getting up theſe ſtreights, 
which obliged us to caſt anchor almoſt every inſtant. 
If I was ſtruck with admiration, at the firſt fight 
of the lovely objects which border upon this narrow 
channel, my ſenſes were in a manner dazzled, when 
Icould take a view of Conſtantinople at a proper 
diſtance, After leaving Marmora we ſtood off and 
on, upon the Alan (ide, to avoid the currents, and 
we coaſted the iſland of 3 ſo that, at ſun-riſe, 
2 A 
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T could have a full proſpect, of that part of this 


great city, that extends from the caſtle of the Se. 
ven Towers, to the corner of the Seraglio. The 
bright glorious rays, which the luminary of the 
day, darted upon the golden roofs of the moſques, 
and upon the houſes painted with Uivers colours, 


built as it were one above another; and the higheſt 


of which, ſeemed again beneath thoſe upon the ri- 
fing-grounds of Pera, form'd I know not what fo 
extraordinary, that all my ſenſes were in a manner 
ſuſpended. 

This charming proſpect gave me a high notion 
of Conſtantinople ; and the nearer I drew thereto, 
the more was I raviſhed with the new objects that 
offered themfelves to my view. The Seraglic, 
above all, took up my whole attention : thoſe vaſt 
and magnificent gardens with terras-walks, and in- 
termingled with variety of fine trees, groves, bow- 
ers and divers fountains, whoſe ſpouting waters 
mount up higher than the eye can reach, ſome in 
ſheaves, others in pyramids, ſome in creſcents, o- 
thers in arrows, and others again in the ſhape of 


turbans; afforded the fineſt and moſt uncommon 


aſſemblage of dazzling objects, that imagination can 
form ; but I am almoſt at the high walls of this 


vaſt palace, which conceal from me all theſe beau- 


ties: already I double the point of the Seraglio, and 


am now at the harbour. 4s 
Never was I ſenſible of a more lively pleaſure, 


than when Iſaw my ſelf ſafe arrived at this proud 


capital of the Ottoman empire, In effect, a magni- 
ficent houſe had been there prepared for me, where 
I not only found all neceſſary conveniences, but alſo 
fix black eunuchs, and three female ſla ves to attend 
me. All the great officers of the Por/e haſtened to 
viſit me; and Achmet III. himſelf ſent me the 
Boſtangi- Bachi, to aſſure me of his protection. 
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The favourite ſultaneſs, and the chief of the white 
eunuchs made me rich preſents; the Mufti him- 
ſelf, though this was contrary to cuſtom, vouch- 
ſafed to honour me with his company; but it was 
to perſuade me to emulate the heroic action, done 
as he faid by my huſband, in embracing Mahome- 
t1/m. | 
hel pathetic exhortations charmed me, but 
they did not perſuade me. His morals were ſound 
and ſevere; I agreed with him upon this head; but 
his points of faith did not ſeem to be corroborated 
with proofs, ſufficiently convincing to determine 
me. If he ſupported his dignity honourably, by 
an exemplary life, he ſullied it a little by his Igno- 
rance; for] am well aſſured a Chriſtian youth, who 
had ever ſo ſmall an inſight into his own religion, 
would eaſily have retorted all his arguments upon 
himſelf, Nevertheleſs, as I had great meaſures to 
keep, I difſembled fo artfully upon this head, that 
he believed me already a zealous Mabemetan: how- 
ever, it was impoſſible for me to continue altogether 
filent, and I ventured to make an objection, which 
ſeemed not a little to perplex him. 4 
But ſaid I, ſublime and moſt venerable ſupport of 
the Alcoran, illuſtrious ſucceſſor of the great pro- 
phet Mabomet, of what advantage will it be to me, 
to embrace your law, if my ſoul 1s mortal and inca- 
ble of enjoying any happineſs, after. this life ? 
You are perſuaded, that all women were created 
only to be ſubſervient to mankind, in their volup- 
tuous and effeminate pleaſures. I have nothing to 
hope for, in the paradiſe the prophet has promiſed 
to the true believers. Can I, to embrace a religion, 
which degrades me to the levelof beaſts, forſake one, 
which promiſes me eternal happineſs, and infinite 


delights after my death? Which aſſures me I have 


an immortal ſoul, like that of Man, created by the 
moſt high, and that _ ſoul ſhail be re-united to 
3 its 
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its principle, and ſhall enjoy the comforts of a per. 
fect beatitude ? This hope, which incites me to vir- 
tue, is too pleaſing, to change it for a total extinction 
of my exiſtence; I appeal to your own judgment, 
O ! moſt inlightened head of the law. 

Tou give me, anſwered this venerable old man, 
an occaſion to praiſe the Almighty, who is your God 
as well as mine, for having endued you with ſo 
much wiſdom. Be aſſured, O] illuſtrious woman, 
there are but a very ſmall number of true believers, 
who have this notion of your ſex ; the moſt High, 


who diſtributes to all that live, the light of the 


ſun and due nouriſhment, has beſtowed on you the 
ſoul of a man; undoubtedly he has deſtined you to be 
one of thoſe divine Hour!'s *, who conſtitute the 
Happineſs of the Paradiſe of our admirable prophet ; 
your incomparable beauty induces me to think fo: 
Wherefore hope, that if Munket and Nekir , after 
their ſevere examination, Judge you worthy of that 
delicious recompenſe of eternity, you will be the 
favourite ſultaneſs, of one of our holy emperors, 
Farewell too worthy ſpouſe, of an illuſtrious Baſa, 
whom I honour. This ſaid, he took his leave, af- 
ter wiſhing me a thouſand bleſſings. 

I muſt confeſs this pompous fuſtian helped me to 
paſs away. ſome very agreeable moments z but the 
Kaimakan, who was by whilſt the Mufti made me 
this ſublime diſcourſe, could not avoid ſhrugging up 
his ſhoulders thereat; and told me, after this high 
Prieſt was gone, counteſs, I perceive the learning 
of our Mufii, will never perſuade you of the 
truth of our religion 3 he is a holy man, but too 


| ſcrupulous to be a preacher. Do not imagine that 
all Mabomelans are fools, and void of common 


ſenſe : do you really believe it is my opinion, that 


* Thevirgins of Mabomet's Paradiſe. _ 
+ Two angels who examine the dead, and who puniſh os 


reward them according to their works. 
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the ſouls of women are mortal? *Tis true, the ſex 
are here brought up in theſe groſs notzons, in or- 
der to render them more complying aud duden ve 
to the orders of their huſbands : And you may $a- 
fily judge, that moſt women, though perſuaded of 
the contrary, willingly blind themſelves upon this 
head, and take advantage of this notion of the ſoul's 
mortality, to plunge themſelves into all ſenſuality, 
for which they have a moſt violent inclination. 
I have no hopes, ſays a woman, of another life, I 
muſt therefore make the moſt I can of this. Ac- 
cordingly they lay hold on all opportunities, with 
an unparallelled eagerneſs, which borders almoſt 
upon fury, 

Do you alſo imagine, O!] virtuous woman that 
the intelligent Turks, are of the opinion of our 
Mufti, concerning the Paradiſe, our prophet promi- 
ſes to good men ? Alas ! no, it is a metaphor in the 
Alcoran, ard one, which Mahomet did not intend 
ſhould be underſtood literally; but being acquaint- 
ed with the temper of the Arabians, he knew that 
nation were extreamly addicted ta luſt, and to other 
ſenſual pleaſures; wherefore he thought he mutt 
flatter thoſe ignorant wretches, by promiſing them 
rewards, that were ſuitable to their inordinate de- 
ſires; to the end he might draw them on, by little 
and little, to obedience, and the practice of the 
moral virtues; but the ſenſible Muſſulmen, reject 
with indignation theſe ſhameful notions, and form 
to themſelves an Idea of the future State, that is 
more abſtracted from matter. They make eternal 
happineſs conſiſt in the enjoyment of God alone; 


ina word, they think upon this head altogether 


like the Chrijftians. 
O! ſage Addin, cried I, for ſo was the Nair. 


kan called, how much it were to be wiſhed, that you 
were to be promoted to the dignity of this vencia- 


ble old father? You would give mankind ſuch no- 
F 4 tions 
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tions of religion as they ought to have ; and then it 
would appear fo reaſonable, that the Chriſtians 
would eaſily be undeceived, as to thoſe falſe prepoſ- 
ſeſſions they have imbibed againſt the Alcoran. 

The infinite honours that were ſhown me every 
day, quite baniſhed the remembrance of my paſt 
diſaſters ; I had no longer any uneaſineſs, but for my 
huſband. The Aga of Aleppo had written me word 
within two days, that Baſſa Bonneval was arrived at 
his houſe, exceſſively fatigued with a march of twen- 
ty days, and that he had delivered him all my let- 
ters, containing an account of my misfortunes. 

Let us clear up this ſhort, and laſt part of my 
ſtory. Count Bonneval had not received my letters 
for three years; thoſe, which the Aga of Aleppo 


had tranſmitted aſter him to Arabia, were brought 


back again, by the meſſenger that governor had diſ- 


patched. He had neither been able to find my 


ſpouſe, nor yet to hear what was become of him: 


He had undertaken a journey to Mecca, incegnito. 


My filence, he ſaid, did not much trouble him, for 
he judged very eafily, it would be hard to convey 
letters to him at ſuch a diſtance, only by ſome tra- 
vellers, who might be ſtript by the Arabs, - Theſe 
thoughts gave him ſome little conſolation ; whereof 
love, when uneaſy, has no ſmall need to prevent its 
degenerating into deſpair. It was not therefore 
this filence that afflicted him, but the infamous ac- 
cuſations that had been forged againſt my reputation 
and honour ; and his reflections upon this head, 
had reduced him to a moſt wretched condition, and 
had cauſed him the moſt cutting ſorrows. 

The Aga of Aleppo had perceived plainly at his 
arrival, that his melancholy was not in the leaſt 
diminiſhed ; wherefore he reſolved immediately to 
deliver him from ſo cruel a ſituation. He had in his 


hands all the writings, wherein was the * 
0 
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of my conduct and innocence, together with a 
faithful account of all the circumſtances, that had 
induced the wicked Barnetti to blacken me in the 


opinion of my huſband. Two illuſtrious ſenators - | 


of the republic of Venice, who were the count's 
intimate fronds, had written him ſo faithful a rela- 
tion of my behaviour whilſt in that city, that it was - 
impoſſible he ſhould not yield to ſuch proofs, 

In effed, his ſurprize, both upon reading the let- 
ters of theſe two noble Venetians, and mine, where 
in I gave him a fincere, but moving deſcription of 
my cruel misfortunes, made ſo great an impreſſion 
upon his ſpirits, that he was ſeized, on a ſudden, 
with a ſtupefaction not to be deſcribed. It was a 
kind of lethargic ſtate, wherein one is neither 'ſen- 
ſible of pleaſure nor pain; but, coming at length a 
little to himſelf, he has fince confeſſed tome, that he 
made a ſudden tranfition, from the moſt exceſſive 


grief and languor, to the moſt lively joy and tranſ- 


ports. Whereupon, embracing the Aga, My 
dear friend ſaid he, you have given mea ſecond 
life; will you put the finiſhing ſtroke to my hap- 
© pineſs? Let me ſet out this inftant, and fly to the 
arms of my dear and tender Julia. 

*T was agreed then to mount their horſes, again 
that very night, but the count being ſeized on a ſud- 
den with a burning fever, which held him with 
great violence for three weeks, it was impoſſible for 
him to execute his reſolution during that time: This 
induced the Aga to diſpatch an expreſs to me, with 
a letter, wherein he informed me of all theſe cir- 
cumſtances. The extraordinary pleaſure I felt, on 
hearing the return of my huſband's affection, was 
greatly abated by the news of his ilIneſs ; ſo that for 
above a month I was plunged in freſh ſorrows, and 
in continual, though juſt alarms, which nothing 
could either diſpel or pacify. In effect, I began, by 


reaſon 
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reaſon of my paſt misfortunes, to believe I ſhould 
never arrive at that perfect happineſs, to embrace 
count Bonneval; at laſt, however, his return and 
preſence reſtored me to my former peace of mind, 
The night before his arrival, I had a dream, 
which ſeemed to forete] me, that ſomewhat extraor- 
dinary would befal me. Methought a dove, whiter 
than ſnow, and holding in its bill a lilly full blown, 
and very bright, flew down from the heavens, and 
came gliding towards me, as if to meet me. Al- 
ready it was croſſing the Boſphorus, with incredible 
velocity, when a hideous raven purſued and ſtoopt 
at her, to ſnatch away her flower ; but the artful 
dove reſiſts couragiouſly the efforts of this voraci- 
ous bird, and plunging ſuddenly under the waves 
of that narrow channel, diſappears. 

Afflicted to ſee it periſh, I run haſtily to extricate 


, it from danger; and the agitation, wherein I was at 


that inſtant, was ſo great, that I tumbled out of bed 
upon the floor. My fall making a great, noiſe, my 
old Venetian ſlave haſted to my alſiſtance, and was ter- 
ribly frighten*d on finding me ſtretched out at length, 
and in a ſwoon. Accordingly ſhe calls out for help, 
fetches me to myſelf, and gets me into bed. An 
hour after that, the ſoft god of fleep, having once 
more taking poſſeſſion of my ſenſes, I ſee a ſecond 
time the white dove, which, riſing out of the boſom 
of the waters, comes and ſettles upon my head, 
where it leaves the lilly. 

I was ſo much ſtruck with this dream, that it 


never went out of my mind all the day; and I was 


ſtill, muſing thereon, when word was brought, that 
my dear huſband was coming. Is this again a 
dream, cried I, running haſtily into his arms, 
where his lips met mine; ah! no, *tis you yourſelf 
dear count, whom I ſee, whom I embrace; yes, 
tis himſelf, I am now certain of it! 8 

| ur 
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Our two voices formed then ſo ſweet a confuſion, 
that tis impoſſible to deſcribe it; our tender looks, 
our tears, our fighs, interrupt our ſpeech, and ren- 
der us almoſt motionleſs: In a word, our joy, 
comfort, and happineſs, is not to be expreſſed ; 
thoſe, who really love, will find it all in their own 
breaſts, there is no need of the pen to make them 
ſenſible of this exquiſite felicity. 85 

As ſoon as we had taſted, for ſome hours, the 
charms of a ſo long - deſired re· union; the Baſſa, my 
ſpouſe, went to the Grand Vixier, to render him 
an account of his conduct: Two days after, he had 
a ſecret audience of the Sultan, who loaded him 
with careſſes. At laſt, having ended all the viſits 
which duty and decency exacted of him, we went 
to reſide at a ſtately houſe, he had cauſed to be 
built, and furniſhed after the French manner. 

Its fituation was delightful ; it was but a ſmall 
half-league from Conſtantinople, at the farther end 
of the town of Scutari, which is in Alia, on the 
coaſt of the Black-Sea : It was built upon the brow 
of an agreeable little hill, adorned with trees of all 
ſorts, intermingled with a large piece of ground 
planted with vines. We had there an admirable 
proſpect, but ſomewhat confined ; becauſe the 
whole channel is bounded in with mountains, which 
conſtrain the fight to keep within the limits of the 
coaſts, But then, we may venture to affirm, that 
theſe coaſts make full compenſation for many far- 
extended land(chapes, that are to be ſeen in all other 
countries. 

The gardens, around this pleaſant houſe, were 
embelliſh'd with fine terras-walks ; from the upper- 
moſt, we might diſcover part of the Seraglio, with 
the mouth of the harbour ; and, as this harbour 
forms a large elbow, we could only ſee the maſts of 


the ſhips. From thence one might diſcover _ 
e 
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the fine domes of the ſeven imperial moſques ; the 
upper part of Galata, the riſing- grounds of Pera, 
and, in general, all that range of fine houſes, that 
border upon the channel, and form a ſecond city, 
near four leagues long. 

The author of the memoirs, falſly aſcribed to my 
huſband, is groſly miſtaken, when he affirms, that 
one may diſcover large fertile plains adjacent to Con- 
Pantinople ; for, the riſing- grounds not only pre- 
vent the ſight's extending into the country, but alſo 
all this diſtrict, for above ten leagues round, is 
nothing but one continual ſucceſſion of hills and 
vallies, without its being poſſible to find any one 
— of a quarter of a league in diameter: Perhaps, 

e miſtook: the liquid plain of the Helleſpont, and 
ſome iſlands, which ſeem to float, as it were, upon 
its boſom, for ſpacious plains and fruit: trees. 

In effect, this author, undoubtedly, has not the 
leaſt notion of this charming country; it will be 
ſeen, by the enſuing account of my ſpouſe's ad ven- 
tures, how many errors are contained in the third 
volume of thoſe memoirs: And he is now about 
to begin the faithful relation, of all the moſt con- 
ſiderable occurrences, that have happened to him 
ſince his leaving Venice. 


End of the firſt Part. 
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Story of count Bonneval, from his leaving Ve- 
nice, 10 bis ſetting out for Arabia. 


was my ſorrowful condition, when my dear 
Julia had vaniſhed from my fight. I entered 
into the chamber, that had been prepared for me, 
where I remained a long time motionleſs. The 
captain endeavoured, in vain, to diſpel my melan- 
choly, and to draw me out of that ſullen ſilence, 


which grie ved him; during the eight days I conti- 
; L n 


1 T would be very difficult to deicribe well, what 
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nued on board, my ſtupefaction was ſo great and 
manifeſt, that, undoubtedly, this officer looked 
upon me as a ſavage, who was a ſtranger equally to 
common civility and good-nature : Nevertheleſs, as 
ſoon as I had ſet foot aſhore, at the iſland of Cepha- 
lonia, my wandering ſenſes began to reſume their 
wonted empire. 

The governor, who had expected me for above 
two months, being informed of my arrival, cauſed 
ſeveral diſcharges to be made of the artillery of the 


caſtle, which rouzed my flumbering faculties : This 


warlike thunder, which I have always paſſionately 
loved, ſtupefied my grief, inſomuch that I appeared 
to the captain like quite another man. According- 
ly, he complimented me in ſo obliging a manner, 
upon my change ſo much for the better, that I em- 
braced him, and begg'd he would excuſe the un- 
handſome return I had made to his great civility. 
The ſenator Cornaro left nothing undone to ba- 
niſh Venice from my memory; ſumptuous enter- 
tainments, balls, hunting-matches, every thing was 
try'd to drive away my gloomy thoughts; but ſtill, 
the abſence of my dear ſpouſe, would bring again 
frequently upon me ſuch grievous returns of me- 
lancholy, as uſed to alarm that illuſtrious nobleman. 
Hereupon, count, ſaid he to me, how wrong is it, 
not to ſuit one's ſelf to the times? And to refuſe en- 
joying thoſe pleaſures, our friends procure us? 
Tis a great point of wiſdom to give way, with re- 
ſignation, to the ſtorms of adverſe fortune; and to 


know how to enjoy proſperity when it returns: Life 


is too ſhort to admit of dwelling too long upon the 
ſame ſentiments. 

Be adviſed, then, by me, let us take the times 
as they come; *tis impoſſible to be perfectly happy 
in this world, ſorrow and joy is the portion of all; 


'tis a wiſe diſpenſation of providence, that all my 
c 
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be equal; and that the moſt fortunate may be made, 
at leaſt, ſenſible, by ſome afflictions, what others 
undergo, who are continually oppreſſed therewith. 
For my part, I never take things too much to heart, 
for that is very prejudicial to the length of our days. 
When I ſay things, I don't mean only thoſe of this 
world, I havealſo an eye to thoſe of the other. In 
my opinion, the being too much afraid of damna- 
tion, 1s next door to being damned already. There 
is reaſon in all things; let us live well, and be mer- 
ry: In point of conſcience, too many ſeruples occa- 
fion herefies; I want to go to Heaven, and no 
higher. 

The lively flights of this noble Venetian, toge- 
ther with his great care of me, had reſtored me to 
a pretty favourable diſpoſition of mind: Inſomuch 
that l may fay, when I left Cephalonia, I appeared 
indeed count Bonneval, ſuch as he ought to be; 
ſuch as the world has always imagined him; and 
ſuch as I really was, before my tender love for the 
beauteous Salviati. In effect, I may declare with 
truth, that my weakneſs, in this reſpect, has been 
prejudicial to my natural endowments : Neverthe- 
leſs, I cannot repent thereof; ſo true it is, that 
when one is come to a certain age, that ſoft paſſion 
has more power over us, than when one is young. 
In effect, youth is incapable of reflection; being 
lively, full of fire, haſty, and not tender-hearted : 
Every tye is a reſtraint upon it; and the union of 
fouls, which people of ſenſe think the only real 
pleaſure in life, appears to it an intolerable 
yoke. 

After a ſtay of two months in this charming and 
delicious ifland, I went in four days to Canea; and 
as the two gallevs, which were to conduct me to 
the Sublime Porte, had long been in readineſs for 


that voyage, I made them ſet fail on the eighth; 
touch'd 
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touch'd at the Dardanelles in fifteen ; and arrived 
at Conſtantinople, in about fourteen weeks after my 
departure from Venice. 

 Achmet III. having been informed that I was 
come over-againſt the Seraglio, went to his magni- 
cent Kig/que, which faces the mouth of the har- 
bour; ſo that, on doubling the point of that pa- 
lace, I was able to take a full view of him ; the 


galley wherein I was, having, in a manner, touch'd 


the ſtately marble columns that ſupport it. This 
emperor, who was endued with a ſweetneſs of tem- 
per, and affability, till then unknown to the Turkiſþ 
monarchs, ey*d me attentively, honour'd me with 
a gracious ſmile, and took great pleaſure in my 
manner of ſaluting him. Perhaps, I may be here 
accuſed of impoſing upon mankind ; I believe not, 
however, when they are once acquainted. with the 
diſpoſition of that prince ; and the deſcription I 
ſhall ſoon make of him, will ſerve as a corrobo- 
rating proof, to induce the belief of this circum- 
ſtance. | 

The fight of the Grand Signior, which I did not 
at all expect, had almoſt cauſed me to neglect an 
eſſential duty; namely, to ſalute the Seraglio, on 
doubling the point of the Peninſula whereupon it is 
built: No veſſel dares enter the harbour, without 
firſt complying with this ceremony. A Reys ha- 
ving apprized me thereof, I cauſed a ſudden dil- 
charge to be made, of all the artillery of the two 
galleys, with ſeveral repeated volleys of ſmall arms. 
Fifty ſoldiers, who had been appvinted for my 
guard, and whom I had taught, by the. way, to 


exerciſe after the European manner, ſhewed fo 


much addreſs on this occaſion, that they fired each 
of them ten times in five minutes. This ſhort mi- 
litary expedition was ſo very agreeable to Achmer, 


that he ordered four purſes, of five hundred py" 
N each, 
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each, to be diſtributed amongſt 
The city and veſſels returned m: 
above ſix hundred diſcharges of ca 

As ſoon as I had ſet foot aſhore, 
chis conducted me to the houſe of 

overnor of this ſtately city; wh 
apartment had been prepared for 
ceived the viſits of a great nu 
which I returned, after my having 
the Grand Vizier, ho appointed t 
that purpoſe. This firſt miniſter, 
me ſome proofs of his own good- 
alſo procure me a private interview 
the very next day. This again is 
which will be thought fabulous; 
dit is given to the inconveniences, p 
author of the memoirs, falſly aſcrib 
vertheleſs, nothing is more true t 
audience. Such a flattering deſcrip 
been made to Achmet, that his imp 
courſe me induced him to tranſgre 
maxims, which are uſually practiſed 
Porte, Never did any potentate, perl 
favourite more, than this good empeto 
It even moved me ſo much, that J did 
ſcruple to give him a faithful account bot. 
own conduct, and of the preſent ftate of the p 
powers of Europe; but I ſhall be far from dit 
here, all thoſe particulars, whereof I into 
met; or the advice I afterwards gave in the D 
* that would be to expoſe myſelf to the fatal | 

ring. 

Nothing ever gets vent of any counſel tha 
given, or any reſolution that is taken at the Port 
it is, therefore, falſly, that the author of thoſe mè 
moirs aſcribes to me all thoſe diſcoutſes, and all the 
counſels, which he wary ſo prettily, but with- 

out 
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dability. It is too dangerous to re- 

in theſe ſecret aſſemblies ; and, 
endued with ſo much eloquence as 
aps the inſtructions, hinted by me 
Ss, may be as full of ſagacity, as 
puted to me. 

Achmet, at this firſt audience, 
bracing Mabomeliſim; but he did 
pon this point: *Tis a miſtake, in 
d1magine the Turks ſuch outragious 
eir law, that they will not admit 
o an employment, or dighity, un- 

it ; perhaps this might be their 
» but, at prefent, they are recovered 
ts. They have found out the abuſe 
de of it, and repoſe full as little con- 
proſelytes, as the Chriſtians, 
eed, reſpect and honour thoſe who 
religion, if they live ſoberly, and 
ers of its precepts ; but as, hitherto, 
theſe is very ſmall, and as, on the 
have found few perſons more cor. 
perverſe, than thoſe who abjure Chr:- 
d embrace Mabomeliſm, thoſe look upon 
th the utmoſt contempt ; inſomuch that they 
o one upon this head, but prefer a good 
un, to a wicked proſelyte. It cannot be de- 
however, that it is impoſſible to artive at cer- 
ligumies, without renouncing Chriſtianity; and 
Is what the Sultan, and chief offieers of the em- 
, infinuated to me artfully : It became neceſſary 
refore, to have recourſe to ſtratagem, and to put 
execution the inſtructions, and advice, given me 
the Baſſa of Albania. 

The Mufti, a perſon as venerable for his auſtere 
virtue, as for his great age, was tranſported with 

joy, when I ſeem'd to agree to become a * 
c e 
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The two mans, his ſubſtitutes, who had already 
made me ſeveral viſits by his order, having renew'd 
to me the proteſtations, they had before made, in 
writing, to the above-mentioned Baſſa, were very 
careful in publiſhing, that they were labouring about 
my inſtruction; and I cafily obtained leave to be 
circumciſed in private. At the time appointed, I 
pretended, for a fortnight, to be indiſpoſed ; 
whereupon, every one believed me a real Turk : 
Accordingly, the Muſſulmen extolled me highly, 
the Franks loaded me with injurious titles; and 
the monks and prieſts made the pulpits reſound 
with invectives. 1 

Nevertheleſs, the ſcene was ſoon changed; I 
| had an interview with the rector of the Jeſuits, a 
man of good ſenſe, and declared to him my whole 
conduct; fully perſuaded, that theſe directors of 
conſcience, who know ſo well how to reconcile re- 
ligion with intereſt, would eaſily excuſe this little 
irregular ſtep, in conſideration of ſome gifts: Ac- 
cordingly, a preſent of ſix thouſand chequins ren- 
der'd me as white as ſhow ; and all the outcries of 
thoſe cholerick preachers ceaſed at once. 

This complaiſant man even prevented my diſco- 
vering this ſecret to the French embafladar : I hope, 
ſaid he, that, by this diſſimulation, you will be the 
better enabled to ſerve the Chriſtians, who live un- 
der the dominion of his Highneſs, In effect, I 
have always protected them ſecretly; and it is my 
good-will to them, which occaſions my baniſhment 
at preſent : I have neither ſpared my ſubſtance, nor 
my blood, . to deliver an infinite number from 
ſſavery; and have been but indifferently rewarded 
for my pains, 

Nevertheleſs, notwithſtanding the aſſurances 
which the not over- ſcrupulous Feſuit gave me, my 
conſcience made me ſome reproaches upon this 
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head ; for I have always valued my honour and re- 
tation; wherefore, it was not without concern, 
I found my credit blaſted, and heard that the Eu- 
ropean Chriſtians, branded me with the inſulting 
name of Apoſtate. Our reputation, in this world, 
is but juſt worth as much as people are pleaſed to 
value it at; and, though the praiſes or contempt, 
of moſt part of mankind, are of no great conſe- 
quence, we are ſtill fools enough to regard them; 
and, I believe, we muſt be quite perfect, that is, ab. 
ſolutely free from ſelf-love, and every other paſſion, 
not to be moved thereat. However, being con- 
vinced, that, to ſilence backbiters, and deprive 
calumny of all its power, one muſt not pretend to 
mind it, and that complaints, reproaches, and 
ſſion does but increaſe it, inſtead of putting an 
end thereto, I deſpiſed all that was told me upon this 
head, and purſued my uſual courſe of life. 

I had ſome friends, and ſaw four or five regularly 
every day; with whom I drowned all my — 
in excellent neat Smyrna wine, which the Aa of 
that city never ſuffered me to want. I have already 
obſerved, unleſs I am miſtaken, that I profeſſed 
in Turkey, as I have always done elſewhere, the 

7 . only of an honeſt man. I went to the 
moſques, and there offered up my prayers to the 
Supreme Being, of whoſe exiſtence I am fully con- 
vinced ; I did good both to my friends and ene- 
mies; I admit alſo of loving my neighbour; but 
then theſe are the only articles of faith to which I can 

agree: The immortality of the ſoul, an happy or 
miſerable eternity, are the neceſſary conſequences 
thereof; inſomuch, tliat this is all I believe, in com- 
mon with the Turks, neither do any ſenſible Muſſul- 
men believe any more: In effect, this ſuffices, in my 
opinion, to render one a perfectly honeſt man, ſuch 
as the real Turks certainly are. 1 


- —— AM hd kh he. 


Cour BONNEV AL. 85 


have often been aſtoniſh'd, to hear certain perſons, 
who were reckoned to be men of learning, inveigh 
againſt the Mabometans, and their religion, in t 
moſt injurious language. They are, according to 
theſe wiſe declaimers, a voluptuous ſect, and real 
Epicureans, They make their happineſs conſiſt 
only in ſenſual pleaſures, not excepting the joys of 
paradiſe itſelf. They are brutal, ignorant, unpo- 
liſh*d, cruel, and blood - thirſty. 

Such, or almoſt ſuch, is the notion the charita- 
ble Chriſtians form of the Turks, and their religion; 
but let us ſee, whether theſe prejudices are juſt; 
and let us give mankind a right idea of theſe peo- 

le, ſo much immers'd, like brutes, in carnal en- 
joyments. I don't at all deny, but there are amongſt 
the Turks debauched and wicked men; but, exclu- 
five of the Renegades, very few ſuch will be found; 
and theſe few are ſo much deſpiſed, that one can- 
not, without injuſtice, reckon them as part of the 
nation, They are but an afſemblage of rabble, ge- 


nerally baniſh'd from all ſociety ; whereas, one ſees, 


and that with the greateſt regret, that amongſt the 
Chriſtians, the great number of profligates, are 
poſſeſs'd of the firſt rank, at court, and in the civil 
community, 

Here, in Turkey, none are looked upon as perſons 
of prohity, but thoſe, who are exact obſervers of 
their law, which is exceſſively burthenſome ; 
thoſe, who neither wrong any one in reputation, 
nor ſubſtance ; thoſe, who perform their promiſes 
with a rigid punctuality ; and thoſe, who ſupply 
the poor abundantly, with every thing that 1s ne- 
ceſſary. In Chriſtendom, ſcoffing at religion and 
the laws is but a jeſt ; and nothing, but the fear of 
puniſhment, makes any regard be paid to them. 
An irreligious and impious Chrit:an, is counted an 
upright man, whilſt he lives in affluence, or is 
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poſſeſs'd of ſome conſiderable employment. A 
Chriſiion is not reckon'd the leſs honeſt man, for 
being guilty of injuſtice ; for beſpattering his neigh- 
bour with flanders and calumnies ; ſor having no 
compaſſion on the poor; or for breaking his word, 
| when incited thereto by intereſt : Yet this is only a 
ſketch of the contraſt that is to be found between 
the Chriſtians and Turks ; but the fear of being 
counted partial, prevents my carrying on the com- 
pariſon any farther, or even going to the bottom of 
thi melancholy diſquiſition. 

Beſides, we ought to divide the Mabomelans in- 
to two claſſes, the ſenſible and the ignorant ; the 
former of which are by far the greateſt number. 
Amongſt theſe may be found artful and ſubtle 
courtiers, whoſe refined policy ſurpaſſes the reach of 
the ſhrewdeſt genius ; men, whoſe diſcernment pe- 
netrates even to the dark receſſes of the heait ; 
men, of a piercing wit, temper'd with the greateſt 
compoſure of mind; men of modeſty, who can 
think coolly, without giving too much latitude to 
their tongues z who apply themſelves to reaſoning 
juſtly, and neither love to dictate with a magiſterial 
tone, nor criticiſe upon every thing. : 

Now, theſe perſons underſtand the Alcoran in a 
refined manner ; that is, they do not make the pre- 
cepts of the law conſiſt in a literal obſervance of it, 
but in one that is allegorical, and ſpiritualized ; and 
have much the ſame notion of a future ſtate, as the 
Chriſtians themſelves. They practiſe polygamy, 
according to their occaſions; and are infinitely more 
_ reſerved, with regard to women, than moſt other 
nations: It is very ſeldom they touch them when 
pregnant. They will drink wine, when they are 
aſſured, that drunkenneſs will not tranſport them 
to any exceſſes ; but then, they reckon it a capital 
crime, when their debauchery is likely to incite 

| them 
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them to any wickedneſs, Have the Chriftians fo 
much government of themſelves, I appeal to their 
conſciences ? In a word, being perſuaded that the 
Alcoran was only given them to ſubdue their paſſi- 
ons, and induce them to the practice of the moral 
virtues, they have recourſe thereto, as to a ſalutary 


ſpecific, according to their occaſions, and according 


to the times, which they think require it; inſomuch, 


that they don't obſerve it literally, but in ſuch 


points, wherein it agrees with the Goſpel, namely, 
by worſhiping and glorifying Heaven, and by loving 
their neighbour as themſelves. | 

The unlearned and ignorant Turks obſerve their 
law literally, and with the moſt rigid exactneſs; 
and this their punctuality is a moſt ſevere ſlavery, 
infinitely more burthenſome than the ſtricteſt 
order of the Monks, not excepting the Carthufians 
of la Trape. For, beſides a great number of very 
troubleſome ablutions, they are enjoin'd to ſay 
their prayers five times each day, and that at pretty 


inconvenient ſeaſons. Each prayer is to laſt an 


hour ; no true Muſſulman excuſes himſelf from this ; 
and theſe prayers are offered up with ſo much re- 
colle&ion of mind, and in ſuch humble poſtures, that 
they muſt have great patience, or great love for 
their Creator, to go through with theſe religious 
exerciſes, 

Again, their Lent, or Ramadan, which lafts a 
whole Lunar month, that is, from one new moon 
to the other, is another very heavy burthen, It 
frequently falls out, during the hotteſt days in ſum- 
mer; nevertheleſs, a zealous Muſſulman labours the 
whole day, oppreſſed with the moſt ardent thirſt, 
without offering to refreſh his lips with a fingle drop 
of water: It is very ſeldom they are known to take 
even this ſmall liberty. The plurality of wives is al- 
ſo a ſevere penance to a Turk. The women there, are 

| G 4 too 
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too wanton, and too much addicted to looſe deſires, 
to afford any ſolid pleaſure to a perſon of ſenſe ; 
and then, the jealouſy that reigns amongſt his 
wives, rendersa Turk's houſe a kind of hell: Beſides, 
their law is ſo favourable to them, that a man 
is every moment expoſed to a hundred vexatious 
accidents, whenever they prefer any complaints 
againſt him. | | 

To conclude, Jet us add, that the Turks, in ge- 
neral, are accuſtomed to a coarſe and inſipid diet; 
that few of them have any other beds than carpets 
or mats; that they go almoſt always bare- foot; 
and that their ſobriety would be reckoned a ſevere 
faſt, even by a Chriſtian mechanick : Such is the 
life of theſe people, who are falſly called Epicureans, 
and who are taxed with making all their felicity con- 
fiſt in brutiſh pleaſures ! Such are theſe cruel, blood- 
thirſty and — 1 men, whoſe name alone ſtrikes 
 Chrifians with horror! 

Mahomet acted like an able politician, when he 
allow'd a plurality of wives, and prohibited, at the 
ſame time, the uſe of wine and ſtron.; liquors. He 
knew the Arabs to be mightily addicted to lewd- 
neſs ; which induced him to prom. them a ca:nal 
paradiſe, agreeable to their grots detires, in order 
to prompt them to the practice of moral virtue, 
Beſides, no one would have inliſted under his han- 
ners, had he prohibited polygamy, which was be- 
fore cuſtomary amongſt them: It was for the {ame 
reaſon alſo, he did not allow them the uſe of wine ; 
having found that it rendered them furious, cruel, 
and incapable of maintaining amongſt them the har- 
mony of a civil ſociety. 

Take away from the Alcoran ſome chapters of 
this kind, which he inſerted merely to gain 
this unpoliſh'd nation, the reſt contains nothing that 
i not founded upon the love of God, and that of 


our 
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our neighbour, He only revived the law of na- 
ture, and ſubjoined thereto ſome legal ceremonies, 
no ways conducive to ſalvation, and dictated purely 
by an artful policy, in order to gain over to him- 
ſelf ſome followers. This may, perhaps, be termed 
a tedious digreſſion, and I confeſs it; for which 
reaſon, no more ſuch will be found in theſe 
ſheets. | 

When the report was once ſpread through Con- 
ſtantinople, that I had undergone the operation which 
is neceſſary to becoming a true believer, the Sultan 


granted 'me a publick audience, the particulars 


whereof are as follows; and will be found ſome- 
what different from thoſe of the author of the me- 
moirs ſalſly aſcribed to me. The time of my pub- 
lick audience was fixed upcn that very day when 
the Fanizaries were to be paid; both that I might 
at once ſee, the order and diſcipline of theſe troops, 
and the large ſums appointed for their maintenance. 
This is an uſual cuſtom, at the Ottoman court, on 
all public audiences : They think, by this oſtenta- 
tion, to ſtrike a terror into foreign powers. 
Accordingly, a good number of the principal 
officers of the Seraglio being come to the Kaimai- 
tan's, we all mounted on horſeback, at the hour 
appointed. That which was allotted me, was a 
fine Arabian, the moſt beautiful in the governor's 
ſtables, and ſet off with magnificent furniture. I 
rode by the fide of that officer; and, as his houle 
is but abdut two hundred paces from the Seraplic, 
we were there almoſt in an inſtant: And I can ſafely 
affirm, I ſaw no body who ſtrewed flowers before 
me, or made the ſky reſound with their acclamati- 
ons and bleſſings, as is faiſly averr'd in the memoirs 
above-mentioned. Nevertheleſs, I was eaſy to be 
diſtinguiſhed, being dreſſed altegether after the 
French manner, excepting a Calfa, or green cap, 


1 


obliges them to obſerve a molt profound filence. 
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I had put on, in the form of a turban ; but the 
ſcene changed, before my appearing in the preſence 


of the Sultan. | 


All the avenues of this vaſt palace, as well as the 
two outward courts, were full of Janixaries, who 
ormed their exerciſe as ſoon as | appeared; after 


this they conducted me into a large hall, adjoining 


to that where the Divan meets, in which the mo- 
ney, deftined for the payment of thoſe troops, was 
piled up in heaps. The Grand Vizier with the Mi 
ti, who were there waiting for me, embraced me 
very cordially, and ſeated me between them, on a 
ſopha of green velvet, embroidered richly with gold, 
When the treaſurer had diſtributed the money a- 


mongſt the Janizaries, a number of white eunuchs 


brought in a plentiſul entertainment, the greateſt 
delicacies whereof, conſiſted in pillau of divers 
colours, made with the juice of partridges, neither 
did I find any thing more exquiſite there ; and. this 
being over, they conducted me into a chamber ad- 
joining, where a rich veſt was preſented me, with 
a noble robe, lined and faced with fine fables; a tur- 
ban, adorned with a beautiful plume of feathers, ſuch 
as is worn by Baſſa's, and embelliſhed with a roſe 
of diamonds of great value; together with a ſabre, 
whoſe gold hilt was ſet with fine jewels, though 
but of a moderate price. 

Aſſoon as I was thus transformed into a Turk, 
two Capigi Bachis, or chiefs of the porters, with 
each a ſilver batoon in their hands, took me under 
the arms, and led me to the foot of Achmet*s throne. 
The entrance into the audience chamber was full of 
eunuchs, all ſumptuouſly dreſſed; it is this famous 
entry that has given the Ofloman court the name 
of the Porte. | 

There ſpectful awe, that every one there ſtands in, 
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No noiſe is heared, but the ſoft murmurs of a bub- 
bling fountain, whoſe waters, caſt up to a great 
height, fall down again, into a ſtately baſon of granite 


marble, There are alſo in this magnificent cham - 


ber, a number of golden globes hanging down like 
cryſtal branches, by chains of pearl, Theſe globes 
are almoſt covered with precious ſtones, The rich 
cieling of this dazzling room, with its floor, over- 
ſpread every where with carpets of velver, em- 
broiderd with gold, form a very agreeable fight ; 
and the Grand Signior's reſplendent throne, finiſhes 


the whole, and quite inchants the ſenſes, being of 


maſſy unwrought ſilver ; it was covered that day 
with a green velvet carpet, enriched with an infi- 
nite number of precious ſtones of divers colours, 

The Sultan having made his appearance, almoſt 
in a moment, upon his throne, the Capigi Bachis o- 
bliged me to bow down thrice profoundly, before 
his highneſs, at ſet diſtances, in proportion as I ad- 
vanced; they then led me backwards, almoſt to 
the place where I bowed the ſccond time, in order 
to my making my ſpeech, which was as follows, 
word for word. 

* Moſt high, moſt mighty and moſt invincible 


© emperor of the true believers, may thy throne be 


eternal, may thy poſterity be happy and laſting, 
and may they perpetuate thy glory from genera- 
tion to generation. 
Why cannot J, O invincible emperor, find ex- 

* preſſions lively enough, to deſcribe thoſe ſenti- 
ments of reſpect and admiration, which thy au- 
guſt preſence excites in my foul! Why have not I 
na thouſand lives to devote them all to thy ſervice, 
and to the enlargement of thy flouriſhing empire! 
The favourable looks which thy goodneſs has 
vouchſafed to caſt upon me; the powerful pro- 
te ion thou art pleaſed ſo gracioaſly to grant me 3 
and 


« 
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and the favours with which thou haſt already 
* honoured me, with ſo much magnificence, have 


© inſpired my heart with a gratitude, which extends 


even to adoration, 

Should I be enabled, O thou moſt glorious. 
© monarch of the univerſe, to perform ations wor- 
« thy of thy acceptance, worthy of the employ- 
ments, wherewith it ſhail pleaſe thee to honour 
me, I will then give a looſe to all my 7eal, that 
* TI may prove to you my inviolable fidelity, and 
+ obey with an humble ſubmiſſion, thine ever-to- 


_ © be-reſpeted orders; I will ſurmount the moſt 


« dreadful dangers and perils, to convince thee, 
that I devote all my blood, from this hour, to thy 
« pleaſure.” 

After my having uttered this ſhort harangue, the 
two Capigi Bachis re- conducted me, going till 
backwards, (for no one is allowed to turn his back 
upon the Sultan,) and obliged me again, at ſet diſ- 
tances, to make three very low bows, till T got 
again to the entry. 

The Grand Signior never ſpeaks at public audi- 
ences; all who are preſent alſo, are there obliged 
to a reſpectful ſilence. The Grand Vizier, the 
Mufti, the Aga of the Fanizaries, the chief of 
the Black Eunuchs, and other officers of the firſt 
rank, continue there ſtanding, with their arms a- croſs 
their breaſts, and ſcarcely daring to breathe, while the 
emperor is upon his throne ; neither do they quit 
that poſture till he is withdrawn again into his a- 
partment, Then they retire alſo gravely, without 
ſpeaking a ſingle word, either in the chamber or the 


' entry. In the Divan likewiſe the moſt profound 


reſpe& is to be obſerved, when any councils are 
there held, becauſe the Sultan is often there incog- 


nito, and can fee and hear all, without its being 


poſſible to diſcover him. This circumſtance ap- 
pears 
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ars to me extreamly well judged ; the emperor 
thereby keeps in awe the ſeditious and diſaffected, 
and prevents many unjuſt proceedings, which 
might blemiſh that exact and ſevere juſtice, that 
reigns amongſt the Turks. 1 5 

Aſſoon as the emperor was retired, the Grand 
Vizier made me return again into the audience 
chamber, and aſſured me, that his highneſs was very 
well pleaſed with me, honoured me with the title 
of Baſſa of three horſe-tails, and gave me the go- 
vernment of Arabia Petræa, which extends from 
the bmus of Sues, to within three days journey 
of Medina : This government is accompanied with 
the dignity of Beglerbeg, ora viceroy of the em- 
pire. I had alſo an aſſignment of twenty thouſand 
aſpres a day. As to the body of troops, the com- 
mand whereof had been promiſed me, that, he ſaid, 
was a thing impoſſible, unleſs a war ſhould. break 
out; wherefore amends had been made me, on that 
account, by an augmention of my allowance. I 
then took the oath of allegiance ; and returned to 
the Kaimakan's, with the ſame retinue, only that the 
ſtandard of three horſe tails was carried before me, 
as a mark of my new dignity. 

The Sultana Valide, and the favourite Sultaneſs, 
fent me conſiderable preſents next morning, witit 
an aſſurance of their protection; all the great of. 
ficers of the court followed alſo their example; ſuch 
is the whim of the Turtiſb courtiers ! Preſents circu- 
late there almoſt without intermiſſion, from the leaſt 
officer, they paſs from hand to hand unto the great- 
eſt. The Grand Vizier afterwards diſtributes them, 
about the Seraglio, to maintain his credit; from the 
Seraglio, they return again amongſt particular per- 
ſans; ſo that theſe riches, are like a kind of flowing 
and ebbing[ of the tides, and reſembles thoſe ſprings, 


which, taking their riſe fromthe ſea, form afterwards 
_ rivers, 
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rivers, which diſcharge themſelves into that vaſt 
abyſs. From the Seraglio the gold and filver paſſes 
to the courtiers, and from the courtiers, all returns 
to be ſwallowed up in that ocean of wealth. 

Two days after my public audience, Achmet was 
defirous of a private converſation with me; and or- 
dered the Boſtangi Bachi to conduct me to the 
Kioſk of the fountains, where I found that emperor. 
He ſeem'd ſo well pleaſed with my diſcourſe, that 
he ſent for me regularly almoſt, once a week, and 
this for above ten months. Theſe frequent inter- 
views; created a jealouſy in all the courtiers, except 
the Kaimakan, who loved me ſincerely; and it was 
his friendſhip for me, that induced him to give me 
ſome advice concerning my conduct, which [I fol- 
lowed, and had no — to repent: His diſcourſe to 
me, upon this head, was very near as follows. 

Baſſa Bonneval, (ſaid this good natured gover- 
nor, ) my great eſteem for you, will not ſuffer 
me to diſſemble with you; I believe you are 
convinced of it, You are but little acquainted 
with our maxims, and the ſtratagems they have 
here recourſe to, in order to betray and ſupplant 
a competitor, of whom they are jealous. Your 
© too frequent interviews with the Sultan, have 
taken air ; and given umbrage to the chief officers 
of the Porte; they muſt abſolutely be broken off; 
* otherwiſe you will fink under the plots that are 
already begun to be formed againſt you. 

Even now Achmet totters upon the throne ; 
I foreſee ſome dangerous revolution ; ſhould this 
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* happen, you will fall a victim to thoſe who envy 


you Be ruled by me, retire for ſome time from 
court; demand earneſtly of the Divan, to go 
and take a view of your government; perhaps, 
during your abſence, the face of affairs may be 
changed; I may then be able to concert proper 
* meaſures 
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« meaſures for your return, and to raiſe you to 
* ſome eminent poſt. | 

The letters you have lately received from Ve- 
© vice, ought toconvince you, that your affection for 
© the beauteous Salviati, meets with a very bad re- 
* quital. The melancholy that has prey*d upon you 
© ever fince, will be diſpelled by this journey. 
© Who knows, whether you may not be better in- 
formed thereby, of your ſpouſe's conduct? For l 
can hardily be perſuaded, that a perſon, ſuch as 
* you have repreſented her to me, can be capable 
of thoſe exceſſes, whereof ſhe is accuſed, 8 

* You was wanting in prudence, in inſpiring the 
Sultan with the defign of deſeiplining his troops, 
* and teaching them to exerciſe, after the manner of 
the Chrift/an princes : This was attempting to raiſe 
* yourſelf upon the ruins of the Aga of the Fani- 
* Zaries, who has already had recourſe to a thou- 
* ſand artifices, to prevent its being put in execu- 
tion. This Aga is too powerful, for you to 
draw him upon your back; he appears to bear you 
but little good will; and his enmity is the more to 
de apprehended, as he alone can depoſe the 
* emperor, by exciting a revolt: Deſiſt then, from 
* this defign, which cannot fail of proving fa- 
tal to you. 

* Beſides, it is wholly impracticable; becauſe of 
the little ſubordination there is amongſt our troops. 
Lou are not ignorant, that all our regular forces, 
* confiſt only of the Fonizaries, who form at moſt, 
but a body of fifty thouſand ; and theſe are too 
* haughty, and love their Aga too well, to obey a 
* ſtranger. The reſt of the Turti/h infantry, are 
only a confuſed heap of peaſants, and of rabble, 
* altogether untractable. | 

The Spahis, who compoſe the cavalry, are yet 
* lefsto be diſciplined; being all maintained by certain 
© officers, 
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his women, with whom he would employ himſelf, 


* officers, who are poſſeſſed of a kind of comma. 
© deries, on condition of providing in war time, 
« ſome fifty, ſome a hundred horſemen, more or leſs, 
according to their revenues; and as theſe ſort of cap. 
« tains muſt pay them, they will be far from obey. 
© ing you. Accuſtomed always to an idle life, they 
© will never be ſuhject to a yoke, which will ſeem to 
© them inſupportable, and will turn to no ad van- 
© tage to you. Make your own uſe of this ad vice, 
< dear Baſſa, it isa fincere friend who gives it you.” 

Moved by theſe ſolid reaſons of the Kaimakan, 1 


apprized Achmet of thoſe cauſes, for being under 


ſome apprehenſion, which this governot had te- 
preſented to me: The Sultan allowed them to be 
well grounded, but would not ſuffer me to quit the 
court, till after having reſided two years at Conſt an- 
tinople ; though, *tis true, in order to have ſore 
regard for my ſafety, he did not ſend for me above 


three or four times within that ſpace. 


Before my entering into a more particular ac- 
count of my life, it may be proper to give a ſhort 
deſcription of this emperor. Achmet III. was of a 
more than common height; pretty well made; but 
ſomewhat too tall, lean, and of a brown complec- 
tion ; his countenance was between maſculine and 
womaniſh, his looks pleaſant, and his carriage ef- 
feminate. What was admired in him, was a certain 
air of goodneſs, with which nature ſeems to have ſet 
off ſome men, only to make them love virtue ; and 
it is certain, excepting his inclination for the fair ſex, 
to whom he was exceedingly addicted, he had hardly 
any ill qualities. But. indeed, he ſeemed too much 
immerſed in thoſe ſenſual pleaſures, which had in- 
tirely enervated his courage; he neither loved 
hunting, nor war, nor any laborious exerciſe; all 
his delight being in ſhutting himſelf up amongſt 
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in embroidering ſeveral pieces of work, or in mounting 
ſometimes on horſe hack, and riding about the ſtreets 
of Conſtantinople, Pera and Galata, from which he 
ſcarce ever ſtirred any great way. As to the reſt, he 
was good-natured, affable, and willing to ſhew him- 
{elf to his people; never ſuffering them to hide his 
face, as is generally the cuſtom when the Sultans 
ride through the city. He always ſpoke with that 
afecting majeſty, which at once perſuades and in- 
ſpires the heart with love; and if he has commit- 
ted ſome acts of injuſtice, and been guilty of ſome 
cruelties, it was only by the inſtigation of his fa- 
vorite Sultana, by whom he ſuffered himſelf to be 
tirely governed. They at laſt cauſed his down- 
fal from the throne ; to which, however, he found 
tae means again to raiſe himſelf, with a vig ilance 
1d addreſs, whereof I ſhould never have ſuſpec- 
him capable: Such, or almoſt ſuch was this em- 
peror, who always honoured me with diſtinguiſh- 
ing marks ot his favour. 

In my laſt interview with him, before my depar- 
ture for Arabia, he endeavoured by dint of kind- 
Nala to diſpel that lively grief to which I had been 

me time a prey, on account of my wife: Nay, 
aaa [ had the honour of converſing with 
im, he would careſs me and highly extol my cou- 
rage, good ſenſe and brave actions, ſo that my love 
and attachment to the intereſt of this auguſt mo- 
narch ſoon equalled my reſpect and ſubmiſſion to 
his commands 

It may eatily be judged by the account already 
given, that my buſineſs at Conſtant uopie was nut 
very important, alter my having diſpached what 
has been already related; for v bick two months 
ſufficed : It became neceilary therefore, to ſeek out 
ſome amulements. I had gained tome friend 
who were no enemies to the ſocial pleatures of a 
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good table, inſomuch that we entertained each o- 
ther by turns. Abundance of company came to 
the Kaimakan ; but not only the Turk/ſb ceremonies 
were extremely troubleſome, but that governor was 
outwardly ſo regular, that it was with difficuity [ 
could accuſtom mylelt to the exceeding gravity of 
his deportment. I ſtayed, therefore, very little at his 
houſe ; but went to the Moſques at prayer time, 
walk'd up and down the city, and ſpent part of 
the night in diverting myſelt with my little ſociety: 
However, as cuſtom diminiſhes the value of every 
thing, this idle life began to grow tireſome to me; 
wherefore I ſought for ſome amuſing employment to 
divert me. 

One day, in walking along the ſides of the Be,, 
phorus, Tobſerved above the town of Scutari three 
vaſt gardens with terras-walks, and kept in admira- 
ble order, which took up my whole attention. 
Six fine fountains, two in each garden, ſent up their 
waters, in the ſhape of ſheaves, toa great height, 
which fell down again into marble baſons, and 
formed two caſcades that filled a large reſervorr, 
whole waters were conveyed imperceptibly into the 
canal, | | | 
Above the upper garden was a {pacious open vine- 
yard, planted with fig-trees, olive-trees, and in- 
terſperſed with other fruit-trees of every kind, 
which ſerved as ſupports to the vines: In ſhort it 
reſembled a ſtady little wood. From about the 
middie of the rifing ground, (whereupon theſe 
gardens ſtood.) quite up to the top of the hill, di- 
vers charnung groves had been formed in the ſhape 
of an amphitheatre, impenetrable to the rays of 
the ſun : Lo crown all, the proſpect was admirable, 
and I was ſo highly delighted with this ſolitude, 


that I reſolved that inſtant to purchaſe it if poſſible. 
The 


kitchens, offices, and other con\ 
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The houſe, which was built upon an aſcent, was 
indeed but ſmall ; but two large courts, which were 
en the ſide of it, and formed two magnificent 
terraſſes, adorned with balconies, and waſhed by 
the waters of the Bo/phorus, inſpired me with the 
thought of having another -built more ſuitable to 
my rank and fortune, which was undoubtedly ex- 
ceeding proſperous. Being informed this eſtate be- 
longed to a French renegade, of whom I had heard 
creat talk, I went to him that very day, to know 
whether he would be willing to part with it to me; 
and in ſhort, my rank and quality, with the con- 
formity there was between us, as to nation and re- 
ligion, (for he thought me as much an apoſtate as 
himſelf,) made ſuch an imprefſion upon his mind, 
that he would have complimented me with it as a 
preſent. However, after ſome diſputes upon this 
head, we agreed about the price, ſo that this en- 
chanting paradiſe belonged to me next day. 

Fully determined to fix my abode there, I ap- 
plied myſelf to building a noble houſe there, which, 
though only of wood, does not yield in any other 
reſpe& to the fineſt Hotels at Paris, either as to big- 
neſs or in the convenience of its apartments. It 
conſiſts of four large ranges of building, in the 
form of a huliow- (quare, and flayked with two 
wings after the Eugliſß manner. the one are the 
Eniences, neceſſary 
for a great houſe, with twelve ſmall apartments over 
them for the ſervants ; and the other :s a ſpacious ſta- 

ic, that will hold thirty horſes with eaſe. I drew the 
defign, and immediately began to ſet about th&build- 
ing, which was finiſhed at the end of three months. 

This done, I had it furniſhed, half aſter the 
French, and halt after the Turkiſh manner: That is, 
there are ſophas, carpets, mats, chairs and tables; 
but all the beds were after the Trench manner; for 
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I could never uſe myſelf, either to eat like the Ma. 
hometans, nor to ſleep like them, without ſheets and 
without down beds. 

I had already ten ſlaves, Muſcovites, and fx fine 
horſes, which had been preſented to me; to theſe 
J added alſo eight Germans, all men, and fix Vene- 
tian women, already of a pretty advanced age, that 
I might keep peace in my family, and baniſh all in- 
triguing from thence. I likewiſe increaſed the num- 
ber of my horſes to twenty; which done, I haſten'd 
to ſhut myſelf up in this lovely retreat, from 
whence I never ſtirred but twice or thrice a month; 
and then only to make my court to the chief of- 
ficers of the Porte, or when the Sultan ſent for me. 

Tis true, I did not want company; Chriſtians, 
Turks, all locked to me, as if ſtriving who ſhould 
come firſt; ſome from a principle of intereſt, others 
in mere civility: And it was really a pretty ſingular 
fight, to obſerve at the ſame time and in the ſame 

lace, - turbans, hate, cowls and little bands. The 
Feſaits and Capucbins never failed in this reſpect; 
the former, to receive twenty-five chequins, which I 
had alloted for the Halian ſlaves; and the latter, to 
have a note for fifty pounds of meat, which my 
butcher delivered them every week. I deſcend to 
theſe trifles only to ſhew how much they were 
miſtaken, who affirmed I had no manner of inter- 
courſe with the Franks. 

The. Turks, far from confining me either in this 
reſpec, or upon the account ot religion, were pleaſ- 
ed that I ſhewed ſome regard to the French Regulars; 
for they eſteem them very much themſelves. Not 
only they never ment:oned to me, the taking a der- 
viſe into my houſe, bur they allowed me to have a 
Cat uc bin every ſunday and holy day, to celebrate 
maſs, becauſe all my ſervants were Roman Catho- 
ticks. To this end | had cauſed a ſmall, but very 

neat 
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neat chapel to be made; which alſo ſerved me as an 
oratory, to pray in five times a day. 

Formerly I ſcarce performed this duty once a 
month, but at preſent lam more devout: The 
good example of the Turks has made an impreſſion on 
my mind, and I have found {ince my being amongſt 
them, that nothing 1 is ſo good or ſo falutary, as to 
labour after one's ſalvation. I am ſenſible alſo, 
that they who have miſcarried in their worldly pur- 
ſuits, are more moved with theſe thoughts than o- 
thers, becauſe they ſee better the emptineſs of all 
ſublunary things, and the little rehance there is on 
the favours, or promiſes of the great. I believe 
really, that good or bad ex les have often a great 
influence on our conduct: In France, in Germany, 
and elſewhere, always beſet with perſons of little 
or no religion, I followed their foot-Reps; now, 
frequenting only thoſe who are endued with all the 
moral virtues, I endeavour to imitate them. 

Were we to live long we thould at laſt become 
perfect; it being certain that we reform molt eaſily 
as we grow old: We forgive a thouſand things when 
young, which we cannot pardon when the ſeaſon of 
delights and pleaſures is over; we look more cloſely 
into ourſe ves, and we excuſe nothing; we have loſt 
that favourable diſpoſition, to take every thing in 
good part; in ſhort, it is no longer allowed todo what 
is blameable, and leſs in this country than elſewhere z 
grey-hairs being only reſpected here, according to the 


regularity that appears in the behaviour of their 


0Wners. 
This thought induces felf-love itſelf, to have re- 


courſe to ſomewhat, that may Nd it in this 


crue! decline, which in ſpite of us gains ground 
every day, ſtep by ſtep. Thels reflections ought” - 


to convince thoſe, who begin to advance in years, 
that they ought then to be lels careleſs of themſelves, 
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than when in the flower of their age; but life is 
too ſhort, and death overtakes vs, whilſt we are til} 
full of our miſery, and our good. intentions. 

Let no one object to me here, that there is no 
getting to Heaven but by following ſome particular 
ſect or religion; provided we allow the goſpel, we 
may certainly be faved: And wherein does this 
goſpel conſiſt? Why truly, in the love of God, and 
one's neighbour; all the other precepts tend only 
to enforce theſe two main points : Accordingly, as I 
have before ſaid, I admit of none elſe. There 
muſt be a way of worſhip I know it; well! and in 
what does it conſiſt? In worſhiping God in ſpirit 
and in truth, in praying to him with a contrite 
heart, and a reſpectful humility, as is done by the 
Turks ; and if I imitate them in this point, I verily 
beiteve I don't offend againſt him in any thing he re- 
quires of his creatures, and that this N alone 
is ſufficient to ſave me. 

It may eaſily be perceived by this rea! and circum- 
ſtantial account of my conduct, that nothing is 
more fabulous, than the ſtory of the amours of the 
derviſe, which is pretended to have happened under 
my roof, Beſides, theſe Turki/h religious may 
marry as well as the lay men; and none but the 
Cantons make a profefſion of celibacy among the 
Mabometans ; but it ſeems, as if this kind of vow 
incited them to be more debauched, than the Mont, 
amongſt the Chriftians ; accordingly they are gene- 
rally deſpiſed. 

Neither is it leſs ridiculous, to ſuppoſe that every 
Turkiſh officer is obliged to form a Seraglio for him- 
ſelf, or to marry a number of wives in order to gain 
eſteem. Really the public have a very groſs notion 
of theſe people, and one that is altogether contrary 
to the juſtice which is due to them. Not only e- 


very one is at his own liberty in this reſpect, but a 
- man 
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man is the more eſteemed who knows how to go” 
vern himſelf, with regard to women. 

t is equally falie, that every Baſſa or Turk, pro- 
mated to aconfiderable dignity, may marry as many 
wives as he pleaſes; no one is allowed to have but four 
at the mit; the others are only looked upon as con- 
cuhines or flaves. There is nobody but the Grand 
Sg ier himſelf, who does not ſubmit to the marriage 
bond, and has as many women as he pleaſes; but 
they have not the title of queens or Sultana's, till 
they have borne a child; and ſhe who brings the firſt 
ſon, is declared Sultana Queen, all the others being 
ſubordinate to her. It is not therefore the ceremo- 
ny, nor yet the civil contract that confers upon 
them this dignity, whereas, amongſt private per- 
ſons, they contract marriage according to the laws 
of the land. 

If the great officers of the Porte, were to mar- 
ry ſuch a prodigious number of wives, it would re- 
quire immenſe riches to ſupport their luxury: For, 
befides a confiderable dower they are obliged to ſet- 
te on them, their maintenance draws along with it 
a1 extravagant expence. Accordingly, for the moſt 
par”, the chief officers content themſelves with 
one finple we, and chooſe rather to have concu- 
bines or ſlaves; they ſell the one again, and rid 
thur hands of the other, whenever they pleaſe, by 
giving them a pretty moderate ſum : In ſhort, if rhe 
lawful wives can find ſufficient reaſon to demand a 
divorce, and they happen to be of a diſtinguiſhed 
rank, as for inſtance, one of thoſe out of the Se- 
raglio, with which the Saran often honours the 
(Bajja's, Where would they find wherewith to pay 
tueir dowries, whicitis generally very conſiderabla:? 

Is it not te be ſeared ene ſhould not be in a capacity 
to do it? In waich cafe a man ergoes the moſt ie- 
hout an y-49gard cither to his 
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employment, or whatever reaſons he may alledge. 
It is reported therefore without any grounds, that! 
have had ſo many wives; 'tis true, the er of the 
memoirs calls them only ſlaves; for no other title is 

iven to thoſe we buy; nevertheleſs, according to 
him, I mult have had, befides thoſe I purchaſed, four 
other real wives; namely, one who gave herſelf tome 
in my government, one Eugliſſ woman, one German, 
and one of Marſeilles, my old miſtreſs, who had come 
ſo far in queſt of me. Without a lye, this writer docs 
me great injuſtice; undoubtedly he intended, by this 
forgery, to convince the public, that the love of 
women was a powerful, and perhaps the only mo- 
tive, which induced me to abjure my religion. 

I am neither fo vain, nor yet fo ridiculous, to ex- 
to] mylelf without reaſon; but then I am not fo 
tooliſhly ſhame-faced, not to ſay things in my own 
vindication, when true. I dare aver therefore, there 
is perhaps, not a man of my fort, who is more re- 


ſerved than myſelf upon the article of women: If I 


have had ſome miſtreſſes, I have never ſtooped to 
underlings; and I have too much honour to ſtain the 
reputation of any woman, with whom I may have 
chanced to have had an intrigue. Befides, I am 
erſuaded there is no pleaſure in an amour, unleſs 
the heart has alſo a ſhare therein; and as that 1s not 
ſufficient for two different objects at a time, I have 
always confined myſelf to one 3 at once. In 
ſhort, the lovely Salwiati pollcſtes it fo entirely, it 
would have been altogether impoſſible for me to 
have ſhared it amonyit others, however beautiful 
and perfect they might h have "la paſs over the 
alumnies Hightly, to proceed to occurrences of 
more moment. 
Already for about a month had I ſettled my do- 


meſtie concerns, and erjoytd in my own hcuſe, a 


lis a thouſand times more agreeable, than at the 
Kaimakan's ; 
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Kaimakan's; already I began to reliſh, with great ſa- 
tisfaction, the ſweets of this delightful abode, and 
received all manner of company there ; for I think 
I have already faid I love to ſee people of all forts: 
In effect, ſome are diverting by their wit, and others 
again by their folly, and one may take advantage 
of all for one's own amuſement ; in ſhort, my con- 
dition ſeemed perfectly happy. Fortune is an ex- 
travagant, ſaid I to mylelf; ſhe thought to injure 
me as much as poſſible, has ſhewn her hatred, and 
diſhonoured herſelf to no purpoſe, with intent to 
overwhelm me. Trifles, with enemies who are in 
power, do more prejudice than actual crimes, where 
no enemies concern themſelves about them : Thus 
did I argue about thoſe jealous wretches, who be- 
gan to be uneaſy at the ſecret interviews, I had al- 
ready had, and was till honoured with by the 
Sullau. 

Begging pardon however for this digreſſion, al- 
ready had I ſent orders for the embarkation of my 
dear ſpouſe, the beautiful Salviati; (to whom I had 
written an exact account of all my affairs, whereto 
] had received ſeveral anſwers,) when the crael let- 
ters of Barne!!i, with whom I had left her, came to 
my hand. On peruſing them, the mutes with the 
fatal bow ſtring, would not undoubtedly have made 
{0 lively and fo great an impreſſion upon my ſoul. 
I remained a conſiderable time quite motionleſs ; 
and, from that moment, continued ſo buried in 
thought, tha: all manner of company became in- 
ſupportable to me. : 

om day I apprized the Grand Siynior and the 
Kaimeakgn, of this heart wounding næws; and they 
endeavaured in vai: to comfort me; nothing could 
alleviate my ſorrow; inſomuch that I ſhut myſelf 
like a reclule in n iy chambe r, to give myſelf wholly 
up to all the horrors of ſolitude. I ordered my 
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ſlaves never to appear before me unleſs when called; 
and to refuſe entrance to all, without diſtinction, 
who came to my door, either to viſit me, or about 
bufineſs; that I might apply myſelf without ceaſing 
to unravel the ruth, whereof I had only a confuſed 
glimpſe, that would ſometimes break through an 
impenetrable abyſs. 

his change in my behaviour grieved my friends, 
and rejoiced my enemies; every one being per- 
ſuaded I was under diſgrace : Nay, a report was 
even ſpread that Achmet would deliver me up to 
the emperor of Germany, on a promiſe from him 
to reſtore the city of Be/grade. In ſhort, my melan- 
choly increaſed upon me from day to day; and as 
it is one of the bad properties attending upon over- 
whelming ſorrow, that by refuſing all manner of 
converſation, one remains a ſtranger to whatever 
paſſes, ſo I obſerved the deepeſt conſternation im- 
printed upon the faces of all my domeſticks, (not 
one lifting up his eyes, or uttering one ſyllable,) 
without knowing to what to aſcribe it. 

As this gloomy ſilence however, with all theſe 
marks of the moſt profound ſorrow, ſeemed to 
foretell, that ſome miſchief was plotting againſt me, 
having ſeen the French renegade, who had fold me the 
ſeat where I then lived, in my gardens, I reſolved to 
ſpeak to him. This man had acquired the eſteem 
of the Turks, by his impoſtures and pretended 
viſions, which had no other foundation than his 
own forgeries. Neverthelets he had deceived them 
ſo artfully, that he paſſed with them for a zealous 
Muſjulman, and even for a prophet. Aſſoon as the 
renegade ſaw me appear, he came with a cringing 
air, and ſhewed me all manner of ſubmiſſion ; but 
my ſorrow prevented my making any return 
thereto, 

Sage 
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Sage Muſſulman, ſaid I, you behold here, a man 
overwhelmed with the deepeſt deſpair 3 I then 
ſnewed him the letter of the villanous Barnett. The 
rencgade, who 45 has been already obſerved, pre- 
tend. d to the gift of prophecy, having peruſed the 
contents, feem*d like one of thoſe viſionaries, who 
give out they are in ſpited by the Holy Ghoſt. 

A moment after he cried out, O iuſtrious 
0 Baſſa, WO thy and 'ntrep! id count Bonneval, is this 
© the ſole cauſe of all your bitter ſorrows ? Ts it this 
that has in ſuced you to renounce the company of 
* mankin 1? Ceafe your grief, your ſpouſe is a lady 
Jof ſtrict virtue. In vain do the blackeſt calum- 
© nies en eavour to blaſt her reputation, ſhe will 
triumph over herenemies, and convince you of her 
' fdelity. You will beho'd her again this tender 
wife, but it will not he till after having under- 
gone many great troubles and misfortunes. Give 
entire credit to theſe words, they are dictated by 
* the ſpirit.* In eſtect he conjectured right; after 
which, without allowing me time to anſwer, he 
pave me an cxact account of all the falſe rumours, 
ocraitiuned by my ſolitary humour; and this indu- 
ccd gt to ſulpend my anguiih, and return to my 
ordiiiary couric of lite. 

Hereupon, all theſe idle orice were font 
whereat they, who envicd me were mortiſied, and my 
triends comforted; nevertheleſs, as it is very diffi- 
cult to make a ſudden tranſition from exceſſive 
griet t9 a perfect tranquility, many marks of my 
Inward foros would frequently break out in my 
behaviour, wivever conſtraint J could put upon 
my tell. "= heart, whics imagined itſelf highly 
inſured in the moſt ſenſible part, could never be en- 
tirely at caſe, til} ] was afſued of the innocence of 
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However, the Sullan, to whom I appeared more 
compoled, would have had me marry a young Circa/- 
ian, whoſe beauty was greatly extolled; and who had 
not been in the Seraglio above fix months: But her 
charms could not tempt me. Accordingly, I thanked 
Achmet with the moſt lively expreſſions of gratitude, 
(for this was a mark of the moſt diſtinguiſhing fa- 
your, ) hut declined the offer, and told him, I have 
« reſolved, O illuſtrious and moſt gracious emperor, 
© to renounce women for the reſt of my days.” 

From the Seraglio I went to viſit the Katmakean, 
who embraced me ſo heartily, that the big drops 
trickled down my face; he was moved thereat, and 
kindly united his tears with mine. It was at this 
time he gave me the advice above mentioned: At- 
ter which, with intent to mitigate my ſorrows, he 
detained me to ſup with him, and related the par- 
ticulars of his life; which ſeem to me affecting e- 


nough to merit being communicated to the public. 
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MEHEMET ADDIN; 


KAIMAKAN, Or GOVERNOUR 


o 
CONSTANTINOPLE. 


HE city of Croia was the place of my 
nativity; my father a Chriſtian of the 
Greek church, and very zealous for his 
religion, An inſurrection, cauſed by the 
tyranny of the Turts, broke out, the O#omans con- 
quered, and my father died with arms 1n his 
hand, fighting manfully in defence of the rights of 
his oppreſied country, Being ths only fruit of an 


unfortunate and unſuitable match, my mother a- 
bandons 
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bandons me, and delivers me up into the bands of 
the Baſſa. She preſcrves her own life, and makes 
me the victim of her reſentment, and her 1nurdiate 
love. In ſhort, ſhe turns Mabcmetar, marties a Turk, 

and has me carried off by the Grand $:gnio;”s e- 
miſſar ies; who ſent me to Cenflantinople, where 1 
was ſhut up in the college at Pera, being then 
hardly eight years old. | 


No pains were there ſpared about my education; 


it was there I imbibed the firtt principles of the A.- 


coran ; and it was there the cruel knife of circum- 
ciſion tore me for ever from the boſom of Chri- 
ſtianity. A pious and ſevere derviſe, to whoſe 
care I was intruſted, inſpired me with ſuch high 
ideas of the Mabomeran religion, that J be- 
came one of its molt zealous partizuns. He made 
me learn the whole Jl{c5ran by heart, and explain- 
ed to me all its tenets with ſuch deep pene ration, 
that at the age of fourteen I was able to inſtruct o- 


thers, in its moit fundamental points; and to inter- 


pret the fine allegories, under which they are veiled, 
with an exaQneſs and perſpicuity that lurprized the 
moſt learned [mans. 

This my uncommon progreſs gained me a great 
reputation; and, in a word, I was choſen by the Su/- 


tan's order, to be one of the tutors of the princes 


Soltman and Achmet, | 1 he latter is now poſſeſſed 
of the throne ; AD I may even boaſt - that J 
contributed not a little, towards enabling him fo 
ſupplant his brother,' to whom it belonged of right 
by birth. I leave the college then, and enter the 
Seraglio, hors [ again diltinguiſh myſelf by my 

regular behaviour, by my knowledge, and bymy cloſe 
application to learn every thing that was neceſſary for 
a young man, who is deſigned to be advanced to 


conſiderable employments. 
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I taught theſe princes the fundamentals of reli- 
gion, whilft others inſtructed me in military exer- 
ciſes; and my maſters find ing me teachable, and at- 
tentive to every thing they were deſirous I ſhould 
learn, took abundance of pains to render me ca- 
pable of being highly ſerviceable to the empire. 
They ſtudied to make me ſurpaſs all thoſe of my 
own age, and were ſucceſsful in their endeavours ; 
in effect, few perſons could uſe a ſabre or ſeymeter 
with more dexterity than myſelf, and I was particu- 
larly excellent at throwing a javelin on horſeback : 
And as this was anexerciie wherein the princes took 
great delight, | appliecl myſelf diligently to it, 
being perſuadea I ſhould thereby deſerve their fa- 
vour and regard. But love, fatal love, interpoſed 
on a ſudden to diſturb my reſt; and ſeemed to in- 
dulge me at firſt with its deluſive joys, only to pre- 
cipitate me afterwards into an abyſs of misfortunes 
and miſery. 

One day as I was going to the moſque of S-. So- 
phia, 1 ſaw a box, enriched with precious ſtones, 
roll juſt before me; upon which | picked it up, and 
opening it, found therein a note containing theſe 
words; [if Addin were tender and amorous, how 
bappy would le the fate of Zulima!] This adventure 
cauſed in me a ſudden emotion and exceſſive tranſ- 
ports, as I knew this charming perlon by report, 
and every one extolled her beauty and virtue; 
beſides which, her father, who was Capt- Azaf, 
or chief porter, honoured me with a tender friend- 
ſhip, of which he had given me ſeveral con- 
vincing procis, I did nothing then, the whole 

night, but muſe upon this adventure; which dwelt 
fo upon my mind, that my uneaſineſs would not 
ſulfer me to Veep; one thing in particular troubled 
me; and this was how to acquaint Zalima with my 
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Happening to know an artful Zewe/s, I addreſs 
myſelf to her, and ſhe undertook to get admiſſion 
ll my charmer: Accordingly ſhe did fo ; and gave her 
P faithful and ſo moving an account of the paſſion 
ſhe had ſeen painted in my eyes, that this lovely 
| maiden could not help diſcovering ſeveral tokens of 
N her joy, without either bounds or reſtraint. * Af. 
WW - * ſure Addin, ſaid ſhe, ſqueezing her hand, 
Wo. * that be is the happieſt of lovers; neither was ſhe 


' long before ſhe gave me proofs of it. The 7Jeweſs 
lf! returned thither next day with a letter I had given 
4 her in charge, and brought, me an anſwer to it, 
I which wasas follows. * Iam overjoyed at thy ſen- 


[| © timents ; I believe them fincere, and that I ſhall 
have no caule to repent of the ſteps I have taken. 
b. | < Bethis night, two hours after the laſt prayer time, 
| under the gallery that looks upon the Hippodrome: 
A faithful ſlave will introduce thee into her cham- 
1 ber, whither I will come; but be diſcreet, and 
g | take care of my father, for he would betray thee.” 
i Aſſoon as the fun, whoie light appears ſo tedious 
to lovers, that are impatient for the dark covert of 
. | the night, had taken leave of our hemiſphere, I go 
"N to prayers, and fly afterwards to the [Tip; odrome, 
Cl that I might appear the more punctual to this 
1 charming aſſignation. Already, for above three 
48 hours, had I longed for the pleaſing moment that 
1 had been appointed; already was it paſſed, and, be- 
ginning to deſpair, I was about to retire, when, hear- 
ing a noiſe, I ſtop ſhort, examine whence it proceeds, 
and perceive a glimmering light. 
At laſt a door opens; I go in, ſomebody takes 
me by the hand and ſqueezes it very tenderly, Is 
it you adorable Zulima, cried I, tranſported with 
18 exceſſive joy? No, my lord, anſwered this perſon, 
. | with an unaſſured voice, | am not the daughter of 
1 | Hoſſan, (ſo was the Capi-Agafi named.) Excuſe then 
„ ö | my. 
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my raptures, ſaid I ; after which ſhe conducted me 
into a very neat chamber, where the flave left me, 
and a moment after Zulima appears, | 

It wauld be very difficult, to deſcribe in a lively 
manner this firſt interview; for, inftead of enter- 
taining each other with paſſionate ſpeeches, and ten- 
der proteſtations, we gazed on each other without 
uttering a ſyllable. There was in our eyes and 
countenances I know not what trouble, - I know not 
what baſhful, but expreſſive and affecting diſorder 
that mutually inflamed us, and increaſed our paſ- 
fion for each other, I embrace her knees, and kiſs 
her hand tenderly ; upon which, being diſtruſtful 
both of my reſpect and her own love, farewel cried 
* ſhe, getting looſe from me on a ſudden, thy tri- 
* umph is compleat fince thou obligeſt me to have 
* recourſe to flight, This faid, ſhe vaniſhed.” 

I was then conducted back again in the ſame 
manner as I was introduced ; but the charms of 
Zulima had cauſed in me a ſort of ſtupefaction, inſo- 


much that, when 1 was got into the Hippodrome, 1 | 


continued motionleſs, and juſt like a man who ſees 
the pleaſing repreſentations of an agreeable dream, 
put to flight by an unwelcome interruption of his 
ſlumbers; but to return. 

Ten days paſſed away without my receiving any 
news from Zulima ; and I began to deſpair thereof, 


when the Jeweßß brought me a ſecond letter; which 


I opened eagerly, and found therein to this effect. 

* The ten days that are elapſed without my hav- 
© ing a ſight of thee have been the moſt melan- 
choly of my life; I expect thee this night at the 
ſame place and at the ſame hour, An ugly dream 
makes me very uneaſy, and foretells me that you 
are inconſtant; be aſtoniſhed, Audin, at the ten- 
derueſs of the too fond Zulima,” 
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The laſt words of this letter trouble me; I exa- 
mine my conduct ſcrupulouſly, and could find nothing 
therein worthy of reproach; 1 fly then to this 
ſecond appointment, and as ſoon as the door opens 
T advance with an amorous impatience, and run to 
throw myſelf at the feet of the adorable Zulima, 


In vain ſhould I attempt to expreſs the delights of 


this ſecond meeting; one cannot repreſent love ſo 
charming as he is 3 tranſporting pleaſures, extatic 
Joys, delicious moments, never more will you re- 
turn! 

With what rapidity did the hours of this happy 
night fly away? Already the bright luminary of the 
day had begun to gild the domes of the Moſques, 
and the birds were again chanting their ſalutations of 
the morning; when, you muſt be gone, cried 
Zulima, with a charming tranſport, how much do 
theſe otherwiſe harmonious warblings affli& me! 
theſe amiable ſongſters rejoice, on beholding that 
light that obliges us to part, I would till have 


| begged another moment's converſation, but no, 


ſaid ſhe, haſte away, I am too much afraid you will 
be ſeen; I held her by the hand, but ſhe put on a 
haughty look which made me tremble, and told me 
with an imperious air, I will be obeyed; whereupon 
I durſt no longer refuſe complying. 

Such was the ſituation of my affairs, till I was twen- 
ty years old; when my fortune began to change 
on a ſudden. Not only I beheld Zulima no 
more, but was informed ſhe was become falſe to me, 
and that it was ſhe who had drawn down upon me 
the Sultan's diſpleaſure. 

Haſſan, father to Zulima, though in other reſpects 
a pretty honeſt man, was actuated by the moſt un- 
bounded ambition; and though fortune had always 
been favourable to him, ſhe had not yet been 
able to ſatisfy his vaſt deſires: he reſoſved, 


therefore, to uſe his utmoſt endeavours to inſpire 
| Scliman 
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Soliman, the eldeſt of the two princes. who is 
now confined in the old Seraglios, with a love 
for his daughter, He was well acquainted with his 
Inclinations ; and theſe prompted him entirely to 
the delights of Venus : Beſides, he was fully perſuad- 
ed this prince would aſcend the throne, preferably 


to Achmet. His right of elderſhip, with the ex- 


ceſſive love his mother, the preſent Sultana Va- 
lide had for him, and the unprecedented power and 
credit of that Sultane i, left no room to doubt of 
his being choſen emperor unanimouſly, after the 
death of his highneſs. 2 

Haſſan, then, full of theſe pleaſing notions, ſoon 
found the means to render Soliman enamoured with his 
daughter; ſome friends, whom he had gained and who 
were the favourites of that weak prince, gave him 
ſo flittering a deſcription of her, that he readily 
determined to ſee and enjoy her. Accordingly, he 
at once viewed and adored her; but, as the Ottoman 
princes are not allowed either to chuſe themſelves 
wives, or even to have concubines before they aſcend 
the throne, it became neceſſary to keep this in- 
trigue very ſecret. Meanwhile, Zulima, overjoyed at 
having gain'd ſo illuſtrious a conqueſt, reſolved to 
ruin me as ſoon as ſhe had made herſelf miſtreſs of 
Saliman's heart; and this her behaviour to me rendered 
her highly criminal, and utterly unworthy of that 
prince's love. Judging that my exceſſive paſſion 
for her would tranſport me to ſome indiſcretion, and 
even to fury, ſhe determined to ſacriſice me to her 
ambition and ſafety, by owning to her father our 
nocturnal interviews. 

The Capi-Agaſi, who was abſolutely poſſeſſed of 
Soliman's favour, ſince that prince lrad become fo 
exceſſively fond of his daughter, incenſed him fo 
much, againſt me, that all the good will and credit of 
his brother Achmet were of no ſervice to me. The 

I 2 Sullaua 


116 MEMOIRS off 


Sultana Valide, whom he had prejudiced againſt me, 
demanded ſo earneſtly my diſmiſſion from the Sera. 


glio, that at length ſhe prevailed; and the tears 


and ſollicitations of Achmet to move her compaſ- 
ſion were all in vain ; no regard being ſhown to 
them. This whole intrigue was concerted and 
brought to perfection within three months. During 
this interval, Zulima, to keep me in ſuſpence, cauſed 
the Jeweſs to tell me, that her father having had 
ſome ſuſpicion of our meetings, had given ſuch 
ſtrict orders, it was impoſſible for her, either to ad- 
mit me, or even to write to me: She aſſured me 
however of her inviolable affection; and I was weak 
enough to be impoſed on by this groſs artifice, and 
was accordingly bubbled by her. 

Meanwhile, the cruel Haſſan compleated my 
misfortunes with ſo much ſecreſy and diligence, that 
I could not get the leaſt intelligence of what paſſed : 
At laſt, I was informed of this whole combination, 


about a week before I was turned out of the Se- 


raglio. This made ſo terrible an impreſſion upon my 
ſenſes, that I juſt was going to ſtab myſelf, had not 
Acbmet, who ſurprized me in thoſe extravagant tran- 
ſports, with-held my arm. What would you do 
Addin, cried he? What fury poſſeſſes you? I then 
acquainted him with my amour with Zulima, his 
brother's intrigue, and her perfidy : He before knew 
me tobe in love; I had made no ſecret of it tohim ; 
but he was a ſtranger to the object of my deſires, 
At laſt Achmet, as much moved at his brother's 
indiſereet conduct, as at my exceſſive grief, cried 
out, be of good heart Addin, I will revenge you up- 
on your falſe- one: My brother's weakneſs makes me 
fore ſee an exalted fortune, becauſe it gives me a 
right to aſpire to the throne to his prejudice. Vou 
muſt inform the Mufti, the Aga of the Janizaries, 


and tho chief of the black eunuchs, of this affair; 
you 


A 
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ou know they are entirely devoted to me; and 
this will be the ready way for you to riſe to the 
moſt conſiderable employ ments; for I believe you 
have no doubt of my affection for you, and know 
that, when I am once poſſeſſed of the empire, you 
will enjoy all my favour: Make yourſelf then quite 
ealy Aadin, cried this too gracious prince, and em- 
braced me. 

Greatly moved at his tender friendſhip, I was 
aſhamed of having offered to lay violent hands up- 
on myſelf, and given way to ſuch furious tranſports, 
for an unworthy jilt : Accordingly my deſpair ceaſ- 


ed, but my love continued till the ſame, and re- 


mained ſo a conſiderable time, notwithſtanding the 
treachery of my fair inconſtant. - As it generally 
happens, that one misfortune is attended with ſome 
other, I was acquainted next day, that I was 
named an officer in the army in Hungary; and that I 
was to leave the Seraglio in a week, and Conſtantinople 
in a fortnight: Whereat Achmet ſeemed ſo greatly 
afflicted, that my own ſorrows gave way to my de- 


fire of aſſuaging his; which in reality was his de- 


ſign, in appzaring ſo much grieved. 
Prince, ſaid I, *tis not without the moſt ſenſible 


concern, that I am about to leave you; Iam going to 


fight againſt your enemies; and hope a ſpeedy re- 
union will be the fruit of my good fortune; I am 
going, though I leave you, to inform all the great 


\ officers of the empire of your brother's diſhonourg 


able intrigues; my gratitude for your goodnels, 
will conſtrain me to expoſe my life, to induce all 
the chief officers of the army, to take up arms in 
your favour; and I don't at all doubt, but at my 
return you will be ſeated upon the throne, which 
you deſerve by a thouſand amiable qualities that 
adorn you. (In effect, that prince was then endued 


wick all thoſe ſublime virtues which form a hero; but 
13 his 
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his exceſſive love for women has ſullied all his glory.) 
Retain for me, then, O illuſtrious prince, the ſame 
kindneſs with which you now honour me; I deſerve 
it, if you conſider my lincere devotion to your auguſt 
perſon. Try to get away, and come and join me; 
but before your departure, gain over the affection 
and intereſt of the three chief officers of the Porte; 
and depend upon my care and vigilance for the reſt. 

This ſaid, I leave him, go out of the Seraglio, 
run to the quarters of the SHabis, and offer myſelf 
to the general: My name is taken down upon the 
roll; a horſe and arms are given me, and I ſet out 
with them about ten days after. As ſoon as the 
Aza of the janizaries, the Mufti, the chief of the 
blick eunuchs, and the great officers of the army 
had heard cf Soliman's intrigues and amour 
with Zulima, they cried out, he is unworthy of 
the throre, Adin.; thou may'ſt aſſure Achmet of 
our entire devotion to his ſervice. I ſent an 
account away immediately of this agreeable news 
to that prince, by a faithful page; whom he dif- 
patched again back to me, to thank me for my di- 
ligence, and to preſent me in his name with a very 
rich ſcymeter, which I have always preſerved with 
the greateſt care. 1 

The day I arrived at the camp was ſo near that of 
the general battle, that I could not find any favour- 
able opportunity to compleat the execution of my 
deſign ; I reſolved therefore to wait the iſſue of that 
important day; and [ heartily wiſhed our troops might 
be def-ated, that, as they were already diſſatisfied at 
this war, they might the more eaſily be incited to 
mutiny. My deſires were partly zccompliſhed; our 
army were cut in pieces by the policy of prince Eu- 
gene, in conjunction with thine Baſſa Bonncval : 
J have been even informed, that had it not been for 

| * thy 
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thy advice, we ſhould have gained a compleat 
victory. | 

I was wounded towards the end of ' the engage- 
ment; taken priſoner; and conducted to Bel- 
grade; from thence | was removed to Vienna; 


where I found the means to eſcape, with intent to 


go on to Venice. The miſery to which I was re- 
duced, being quite pennyle(s and almoſt naked, o- 
bliged me to ſtop at a village in the neighbourhood 
of Padua. A charitable countryman took me in; 
and afterwards propoſed to hire me as a ſervant, to 
aſſiſt him in tilling his grounds; which I accepted 
= readily, not knowing which way to turn my- 
ſelf. 

Scarce had I lived a month with this charitable 
man, when, charmed with my diſcreet and orderly 
behaviour, he cloathed me very decently, and hired 
me as his ſervant for a year. Signior Remigi, for ſo 
was my new maſter called, had a daughter about 
eighteen, who was very amiablez and I was young, 
pretty well made, ſtrong and vigorous. Antonia, 
that was her name, ſoon captivated my affections; 
nor was I diſpleaſing to her; we explained our- 
ſelves inſenſibly to each other, at firſt by our 
eyes, and afterwards by a more pathetic language : 
In ſhort, our mutual love became at laſt ſo violent, 
that my young miſtreſs conſented to my running a- 
way with her. This deſign was very raſh and dan- 
gerous; they ſhew no favour at Venice upon this 
head; accordingly we were expoſed to a very grie- 
vous diſappointment. We were both ſeized on 
my miſtreſs confined in a monaſtery ; and myſelf fet- 
tered and hand-cuffed, and thruſt into a dungeon. 

There was no manner of rigorous uſage, which 
I did not experience, during three months that I 
continued in that diſmal place: I was then obliged to 
untlergo a ſevere examination, which was followed by 
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a ſentence, that condemned ms to the gallies for 
life. My condition began now to be ſomewhat leſs 
unfortunate; I had the ſweet conſolation to enjoy 
the light of the day, and earn my hvelihood at 
twenty little works, which I had learnt in the Se- 
ragiio. My ſituation however, tho* otherwiſe pret- 
ty eaſy, appeared to me the more diſagreeable, as it 
was upon compulſion, and altogether out of m 
ſphere; being informed therefore that Achmet had 
at Jaſt ſupplanted his brother, and was peaceable 
poſſeſſor of the throne, 1 wrote word to that em- 
peror of my- melancholy deſtiny, ten or twelve 
different times, but received no manner of an- 
ſwer. The Sultan never had one of my letters; 
and there is great reaſon to believe I ſhould have 
remained a conſiderable time longer in chains, had 
it not been for the diſgrace of the Sultana Valide. 
bf The chief of the black eunuchs, to whom I had 
0 addreſſed them, had loſt his life in the revolution, 
- Which had: raiſed Achmet to the throne 3 and they 
fell unfortunately into the hands of that Sultaneſs, 
my moſt cruel enemy. Her continual cabals to ex- 
cite an inſurrection in favour of Soliman, on whom 
| ſhe danted, and who was ſhut up in the old Sera- 
glio, obliged Achmet at laſt to treat her rather as an 
| enemy, than a mother, He no longer kept then 
| 


any meaſures with her, but confined her to her a- 

partment, and ſeized on all her papers; which con- 

fiſted only of letters from her partizans, and 

giicovered all her pernicious deſigns. 

10 - + Fortunately for me, mine happened to be a- 

| mongſt them, and were at laſt read by the Sultan; 

who being overjoy'd to find I was ſtill alive, hav- 

| ing been aſſured of my death, with ſo many proba- 

f ble circumſtances, that he made no queſtion of my 

having fallen in the battle, ſent orders immediately 

to the Bailo, or Embaſſador of Venice, to write word 
; | to 
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tothe ſenate, to have me ſet at liberty. He even offer- 
ed, in exchange, twenty Chriſtian ſlaves that were 
on board his galleys; ſo that at two vears end I re- 
covered my freedom; and leaving Venice ſoon af- 
ter, returned again in ſafety to Conſtantinopie, 
from whence I had been abſent four years. 

As ſoon as Achmet ſaw me at his feet, he teſtified 
an extraordinary joy. Ah! generous Addin, eric d 
he, how much ſorrow has thy pretended death 
cauſed me! I ftill love thee, be aſſured then of all 
my favour ; thy misfortunes are at an end; leave 
it to me to reward thy devotion to my intereſt, In 
effect, he did not content himſelf withempty pro- 


miſes, for within a month he made me Kaimakan, 


having depoſed my predeceflor, who had eſpouſed 
the party of the Sultana Valide. A 

Notwithſtanding this is one of the moſt confi- 
derable employments in the empire, vanity had 
but a {mall ſhare in my joy, for being poſſeſſed of it 
and my heart being ftill devoted to the charms of 
Aulima, this was what moſt ſenſibly affected me. I 
reſolved then to uſe my utmoſt efforts to poſſeſs her, 
my tender love to that ungrateful falſe-one having 
induced me to forget what juſt reaſons ſhe had given 
me, to reſent her baſeneſs. Achmet, in order to revenge 
me on her, had cauſed her to be ſold to a merchant 
of Bagdat; I diſpatched therefore a faithful meſ- 
ſenger to that city, with an injunction to ſpare no 
coſt to deliver her; putting into his hands bills 
of credit, for fifty thouſand crowns, with ſtrict 
orders not to return without her. 

My emiſſary returned with her, at the end 
of fix months 3 and my joy and tranſports 
were unbounded 3 as ſoon as ſhe appeared in 
my preſence, ſhe ſeemed ſo much moved thereat, 
that I was mean-ſpirited enough to marry her, and 


make her my only wife. So unadviſed'a ſtep drew 
upon 
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upon me, at firſt, very grievous reproaches from the 
Sultan; but I gave him fo lively and ſo ingenuous a 
repreſentation of my love, that he ſeemed moved 
therewith ; and at length granted me leave to eſ- 
poule her, according to our laws, by ſettling on her 
a portion of thirty thouſand chequins. 

Being now arrived at the height of happineſs, by 
the careſſes ſhe laviſhed upon me, I eafily perſuaded 
myſelf her love, which ſeemed to equal mine, was 
ſincere; and congratulated myſelf upon this agree- 
able change : But the perfidious wretchdeceived me ; 
and Tagain became the bubble and victim of her 
wicked heart. In ſhort, my happineſs began to 
vaniſh, within three months after our nuptials; and 
ſhe employed my own treaſures, to precipitate me 
into an abyſs of miſery. 

Her inſinuating and flattering ways had acquired 
her the love of all the women in the Seraglio, into 
which ſhe had free admittance; and certain ſums 
ſeaſonably diſtributed into proper hands, gained her 
entirely the good-will of all the principal Sallana's 
and black eunuchs: To crown all, her criminal com- 
plaiſance and addreſs, in favouring their intrigues, 
obtained her ſo general a reputation, that Zulima's 
name was never mentioned, but with the moſt ex- 
travagant commendations, This character quite 
aſtoniſhed and impoſed upon the Sultan; ſo that 
every. time he ſaw me, he congratulated me on my 
good fortune, in having a wife endued with fo, 
much merit. | 

When ſhe imagined the Sultan repoſed ſome 
confidence in her, ſhe cauſed it artfully to be inſinu- 
ated to him, that I had nightly interviews with 


one of his favourites, by the means of the Beſtan- 
gi-Bachi. Theſe ſlanders, in a little time, were 


believed to be truth; ſo that the unfortunate Sulta- 
neſs was drowned in the canal ; the great gardiner 
delivered 
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delivered up to the mutes; and myſelf confined in 
the caſtle of the Seven Towers. | 

So ſudden a fall ſurprized every one; neither 
could any body dive into the cauſe of my fatal diſ- 
grace 3 which was even an impenetrable and unfa- 
thomable myſtery to myſelf, which it puzzledall my 
underſtanding to account for : My whole ſubſtance 
alſo was confiſcated, and Zulima conducted to the Se- 
raglio. The tears, this hypocritical wretch had ſhed 
the moment I was ſeized, left me no manner of ſuſ- 
picion of her conduct; and, in ſhort, I ſhould never 
have diſcovered, that ſhe had been the ſole cauſe of 
my misfortune, had it not been for her tragical 
death, which happened in 1721, on the following 
occaſion. | 

Scarce had ſhe been three months in the Seraglio, 
before ſhe ſupplanted, by her artifices, all the favou- 
rite Sallanas; who at laſt opened their eyes. Her 
diſſembled ſweetneſs of temper, with her ſeducin 
careſſes, as ſoon as ſhe had made herſelf entire mil 
treſs of the Sultan's too eaſy heart, were changed 
immediately info fo extravagant a haughtineſs, that 
ſhe quickly became as much hated, as ſhe had be- 
fore been eſteemed ; ſhe governed Achmet with fo 
abſolute a ſway, that he ſacrificed to the reſentment 
of this vile creature, a number of the fineſt women 
in his Seraglio In ſhort, her imperious behaviour, 
and exceſſive cruelties rendered her abhorred by e- 
very one, which, with her intriguing, at laſt cauſed 
her diſgrace and her death. | 

The Capi-Ageſi, her father, who had been ba- 
niſhed to Candia, on Achmel's advancement to the 
throne, obtained ſoon permiſſion to return to court. 
My fall, and Zulima's entrance into the Seraglia, re- 
eſtabliſhed his fortune, as faſt as that baſe wretch 
gained ground in the Sulian's favour. He roſe by 
deprecs, and with uncommon progrels, todivers po 
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till he became at laſt Boſtangi-Bachi. As chief of 
the gardens, he had all the keys; inſomuch that he 
favoured the amours of his own daughter herſelf, 
with ſo little precaution, that there was no- body but 
the Sultan, who would not believe it. 

Zulima's gallant was a young Greek of Canea, as 
beautiful as Adonis, who had done Haſſan ſome im- 

rtant ſervices during his exile, When he was 
recalled to Conſtantinople, he forced this young man 
to bear him company, on pretence of recompenſing 
him for the good offices he had rendered him: In 
effect, Mauritius Alexis, fo was this handſome Greek 
Mt named, hadalways lived with Haſſan, till his pro- 
ut. motion to the office of great gardiner. Her father 
1 had often entertained Zulima with encomiums on 
„ the charms and merit of this Alexis, and as the heart 
bl of this profligate was altogether corrupted, and ſhe 
"i knew no other ſovereign happineſs than in lewd- 
[ neſs and debauchery, ſhe had a fancy to ſee this 
charming young man, and reſolved to give way to 
her inclinations. | | 
4 Alexis overjoyed that a lady of ſuch rank would 
4 condeſcend to ſtoop to him, took advantage of the 
i 9 favourable diſpoſition of this Sullaneſs; and their 
N infamous correſpondence laſted above a year, with- 


4 out the Sultan's having the leaſt miſtruſt thereof; 
4 although he had been ſeveral times informed of 
18 the want of diſcretion of this his favourite. But at 
b length, Zulima having rendered herſelf abſolutely 
'v inſupportable to the reſt of the women in the Se- 
1 raglio, they agreed in conſpiring her deſtruction. 
1 Many of them were not a jot more reſerved in their 
conduct than her; the too complaiſant Baſtangi-Ba- 
chi favoured their intrigues alſo; nevertheleſs, they 
choſe rather to expoſe themſelves to certain death, 
than to truck le any longer to the will of this impe- 
rious favourite. ; 
One 
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One night, then, having obſerved her in a dark 
walk with her [namorato, and knowing that the Sul- 
tan was in the Kio/k of the fountains, they fly to 
him, and importune him ſo much, that they pre- 
vail on him to go with them to the grove where ſhe 
was. Any other but Zulima would have been o- 
verwhelmed with confuſion; but ſhe was a ſtranger 
to ſhame: Accordingly ſhe appeared confidently: be- 
fore him, and addreſſed him as follows, with e- 
qual inſolence and impudence. 

I deſerve death Achmet; I have no longer any 
thing to deſire in this world, nor to hope for in 
the other. Though greatly inclined to love, I 
knew always how to make it yield to ambition. 
Being only the daughter of a Capi-Agaſi, my for- 
tune ſeemed to me too narrow not to try all means 
to raiſe myſelf to a higher rank. I thought to 
advance myſelf conſiderably, by captivating Au- 
din, being ſatisfied he engroſſed all your favour. 
Your brother Soliman ſupplanted him; alas! 
could I deny the heir apparent to the throne? I 
loved him not, I adored Addin, but my vanity 
filenced my oft deſires. 
« Being come to the throne in ſpite of my wiſhes, 
which were all for Soliman, you puniſhed me ſe- 
verely ; a hard ſlavery made me fee] your hand 
but too ſenſibly. The love of Adin delivered 
me from thence ; but I then thirſted only after re- 
venge. 

* Unmoved by his kindneſs, I accepted his 
hand, merely to compleat my vengeance the more 
* ſecurely. I took advantage of the rank to which 
© he raiſed me, and laviſned away of his riches to 
* ſuborn your flatterers, and induce them to make 
you jealous of him. Though intirely innocent, 
© you condemned him as guilty, whereat I was o- 


 verjoy'd, Pleaſed and encouraged, by. my ſuc» 
| | ceſs 
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ceſs hitherto in my deſigns, I was deſirous of 
putting the finiſhing hand to the work; by mak- 
ing you likewiſe ſenſible, a woman is not to be 
offended with impunity. 
© I reſolved then to captivate your eaſy heart 
and to reduce it to ſubjection to my will; not 
that I had any love for you, but to puniſh you 
alſo for the hardſhips you made me undergo. 1 
have gained my ends; how great is my pleaſure, 
in having not only ſupplanted all my rivals, but 
alſo in having induced them to play you falſe! I 
have had one child fince you took me into your 
palace, but it does not belong to you; it owes 
its birth to a gallant I doated on. Behold me, 
then, now fully revenged, what farther do 
you want to give me my death? [s it love that 

withholds your hand? Well then! I will ſpare 
you the pains of ſacrificing me to your reſent- 
* ment.” This ſaid, ſhe plunged a Kangiar or po- 
niard into her breaſt * expired; a death too mild 
for an infamous profligate, blackened with the 
moſt horrible crimes. 

Achmet, equally ſtruck with the tragic death, and 
with the ſpeech of Zulima, was ſeized with the moſt 
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dreadful fury; no longer hearkening to any thing 


but his rage, he cauſes Haſſan and the Greek to be 
ſtrangled immediately, and orders afterwards the 
body of that wretched woman, to be thrown into 
the canal. Not yet ſatisfied, he has twenty-nine 
of the Sultana's drowned, and thirty of the black 
eunuchs beheaded. 

This. cruel execution was a great ble mich to Ach- 
mess reputation, and has begun to alienate the hearts 
of the people from him: Nevertheleſs, he has been 
able to ſupport himſelf hitherto; but his throne 
totters, and I am apprehenſive of an approaching 


revolution. Having been informed of this tragic ' 
ſcene, 
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ſcene, I no longer doubted of my pardon, and 
flattered myſelf with the thoughts of being ſoon de- 


livered from the Seven Towers. In effect, as ſoon ' 


as the Sultan's fury was appealed, he was aſhamed 
of having treated me ſo ſeverely ; and cauſed me to 
be taken out of priſon, and re-eſtabliſhed in my 
n * 

forgot to tell you, that Haſſan was a Greek, and 
had abjured his religion, only to get a place in the 
Seraglio. Now there is no nation, however un- 
governable it may be, more perfidious, more cor- 
rupted, or more wicked than the preſent Greeks. 
Their ſtupid pride, attended with all manner of 
crimes, give the Mazometans an utter abhorrence 
of Chriſtianity, becauſe they imagine all the Chri- 
ſtians are equally corrupted. Theſe are unjuſt pre- 
judices, it is true, but they are confirmed by the 
conduct of many other Chriſtians, who don't be- 
have much better. For, although the Franks are 
ſomewhat honeſter in their dealings, and there are a 
number of diſcreet and ſober — amongſt them, 


nevertheleſs, the ſenſual pleaſures to which moſt of 


them abandon themſelves, without any reſtraint, 
give the Turks no very great opinion of the Chriſtian 
religion. But let us leave moral diſcourſes, it belongs 
to our mans to preach them. 

Since this melancholy event, I have hardly any 
further correſpondence with the emperor; and ne- 
ver approach him, but when I am obliged to it, 
by the duties of my poſt: I have alſo abſolutely 
renounced all wives ; and have confined mylelf to 
two concubines, who are ſweet temper'd and agree- 
able; neither do I reſort to them but very ſeldom. 

Well, Baſſa Bonneval, are your misfortunes com- 
parable to mine? nevertheleſs J have taken com- 
fort, and my mind is at preſent eaſy; I hope allo, 


tha» time will reſtore you to that tranquillity, of 


which 


. 
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which the fair Salviati has deprived you; nay, 
perhaps ſhe js innocent; in ſhort I wiſh you may a- 
gain behold her tender and faithful; ſuch are the 
vows I ſhall offer up for you, during your abſence : 
But be ruled by me, I repeat it again, remove from 
court for ſome time; be perſuaded of my entire 
eſteem, and that I ſhall never forget you. 
As ſoon as the Kaimakan had concluded, I ac- 
15 quainted him with the offer made me by Achmet, 
"ij concerning the beautiful Circaſſian, and the pro- 
1 e of the French renegade, about my wife. 
9 ou acted like a prudent man, ſaid he, in declin- 
ity ing the Sultan's favour; for not only it would have 
WH. increaſed the jealouſy of your enemies, but you are 
advanced in years, and ſuch a young perſon would 
create you abundance of vexation, by her intrigues: 
Beſides, you don't ſeem to me to be fortunate in love, 
l ſuppoſing your ſpouſe to be guilty of thoſe crimes 
li whereof ſhe is accuſed. 
1 As to David TRuTH, as the French renegade, 
known in Europe by the name of David Galiot, is 
0 called, I know not what to think of that man: Be 
0 they forgeries or revelations, it is certain he has fore- 
i told things, which 1 altogether incredible, 


1 and which, nevertheleſs have come to paſs at the 
1 time prefixed. I have no faith, believe me, in vi- 
1 ſionaries, or enthuſiaſts; and accordingly I looked 


M upon him at firſt as a lunatic; but his predictions 
| | have appeared to me ſo juſt, that I can't help think- 
1 ing him, at preſent, a very extraordinary perſon. I 
5 have been in his company at certain times, when 1 
iq | have been ſtrangely ſurprized at the excellent and 
4 0 ſublime diſcourſes he uttered, with an aſſurance that 
it they were revelations. I knew not what to imagine, 
Ft or what to ſay, only that if it was an illuſion or an 
impoſture, it was become infectious to me; for Iam 
43 grown as credulous as the reſt of the Turks, who all 
1 belic ve 
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believe he has ſome familiar dæmon, as the ancients 
gave out concerning Socrates. gr 

Ah! ſage Kaimakan, anſwered I, be aſſured 
there is no reality in this man's enthuſiaſm ; you 
will be fully convinced of it, if you only reflect ſe- 
riouſly. You perſuade yourſelf, he has a correſ- 

ndence with ſome ſpirit 3 and of what order muſt 
this ſpirit be? It cannot be ſaid it is a white angel, 
for if we give credit to what is related about the 
life of this man, it has been too diſſolute and licen- 
tious : And if it is a black angel, I can't help miſ- 
truſting all its predictions, ſince they only ſtudy to 
deceive and corrupt poor mortals. 4 

Were I to ſuppoſe he had repented of all his crimes, 
and had obtained a full pardon for them, you muſt 
agree with me, that an intercourſe with white angels, 
is a favour heaven does not eaſily grant; that, in or- 
der to have a regular and familiar correſpondence 
with them, it is neceſſary to have attained to a 
high degree of perfection; and to come hardly 
ſhort of the purity of thoſe celeſtial beings. Believe 
me then, theſe are only the ſymptoms of a melan- 
choly humour that troubles him, and his vapours 
give riſe to his predictions, ſuppoſing he does not 
endeavour to impoſe upon the people, by an artful 
impoſture, 1 

Here ended our converſation, and my viſit; we then 
wiſhed each other a good night, and next morning 
left the Kaimakar!'s, and returned home. The re- 
cital of his adventures had comforted me a little; 
and as the French renegade had ſoothed my grief, 
and I was defirous of a more thorough knowledge 
of him, that I might be able to form a juſt judg- 
ment of the man, I ſent him an invitation to'dine 
with me thrice a week, which he promiſed with 
great demonſtrations of joy. | 
| | Being 
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Being again arrived at my ſolitude, I began to 
refle& deliberately upon my preſent circumſtances; 
and the thought of my dear Salviati, with the fear 
of being forever deprived of her, frequently got 
the better of the alarming occurrences, with which 
the Kaimakan had threatened me, and the misfor- 


tunes that might befal me, in caſe of a revolution, 


Sometimes I reſolved to be gone, and ſometimes to 
continue quiet in my own houſe; there is no real 
happineſs in this life, (aid J, within myſelf, without 
peace of mind. This 1s what every one endeavours 


to acquire, and may be obtained different wavs;' ſome 


arrive atit by the ſtrength of reaſoning, and others 
by reſignation, The fortitude of mind of the one, 
Ga the tractable temper of the others, endues them 
with a ſubmiſſion to all that paſſes here below; and 
this indifference leads them on to tranquility, The 
things that amuſe mankind are but meer trifles; 
they have but a very ſmall hand in their own defti- 


' nies; and we are only happy ſo far as we ſuffer 


ourſelves to be guided by providence, which orders 
a'l things wiſely; and my lamentations or grief, 
will not neither advance, or retard in the icaſt, what 
it has appointed concerning me. 

Theſe are fine reaſonings, added I ; but it 
capable of this reſignation, or this philoſophy, 
which filences the complaints and forrows of the 
unhappy ? No, I have not ſufficient reſolution for 


«his; prudence muſt direct my ſteps, both to pre- 
vent my misfortunes, and put an end to the com- 


plainings of my heart. Let me, write then to Ve- 
nice; I have ſome friends there, men of probity, 
who certainly will not impoſe upon me, concerning 
my wife; and let me next inform the Sultan, that 


the private interviews with which he honours me, 


are known andenvied by his great officers, and that 
if he continues his favours, they may coſt me my 
lite. Having 
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Having thus concluded on theſe two points, I 
put them into execution within two or three days; 
the Bailo of Venice, took upon himſelf to ſend my 
letters, and Achmet promiſed all I defi red of him; 
ſo that I afterwards ſaw his highneſs but very ſel⸗ 
dom: I diſpoſed myſelf alſo, by degrees, to ſet out 
. Toon for my government; providing there were any 
grounds for the aſperſions, with which Barnett; had 
blacken'd my ſpouſe. Beſides this, I employed my- 
ſelf in doing ſome acts of charity; as redeeming 
from bondage threeſcore ſlaves, who were toiling af 

the repairs of the walls of Conſtantinople; in w hich 
good work the Feſuits and Capuchins ſeconded me; 
ſo that it coſt me but about eight thouſand cheguins. 

Amongſt theſe unfortunate wretches, wers two 
Stwitzers of Lucerne, who devoted themſelves ever 
after to my ſervice, and never would abandon me. 
They have ſhown ſo much 'brayery, in the divers 
expeditions I made into Arabia, againſt the rebels 
of that country, that I obtained-for them, in the 
laſt war in Hungary, pretty conſiderable poſts, for 
perſons of their rank. They have alſo accompa- 
nied me at preſent to Chio, though into a ſort of 
baniſhment, which is a ſufficient proof of their 
uncommon value for me. 

Mean while, Galiot, or David Truth, coming 
conſtantly to me, contributed not a little to ſuſpend 
my ſorrows: He aſſured me fo poſitively, I ſhould * 
again behold the beauteous Salviati, affectionate 
and conſtant, that he had almoſt perſuaded me to 
it. Be ruled by me, illuſtrious Baſſa, ſaid this 
man continually; go, take a journey to Arabia, tis 
the counſel of a friend, the Kaimatan has given 
you; your abſence is neceſſary for your welfare; 
nay, I fay abſolutely neceſſary : And he confirmed 
his advice with ſuch ſolid arguments, that 1 could 


not tefuſe him ſome ſhare in my eſteem. 
K 2 In 


* 


x 4 - < WS 
= x T > 2 — 3 * 
- ——— —— —— 
= A 
=_ | — 


= 
— ͥ 
— — 


12 
— 


: - — * * 7 
— — — — — 
—— — net — — 
= SES EE — — — — — 


—— — 


* 


= 


XY 
TIT 
— L— 2 — 


132 MEMOIRS off 


In effect, it is certain he had a fine underſtanding; 
had read much; and was perfectly well acquainted 
with the holy ſcriptures: I ſay, perfectly well, be. 
cauſe he knew them in a manner by heart. This 
is an undoubted truth, and what might be atteſted, 
by a great number of perſons of honour; it is a 
pity chriſtianity has loſt ſuch an uſeful member. It 
1s, however, equally certain, that nothing but his 
rogueries z obliged him to retire amongſt the Turks as 
will be ſeen by his ſtory, which here follows in few 


words, 
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into the heart of man, and he does not op- 
poſe its progreſs, there is great dangerd of 
its leading him on to impiety, licentiouſneſs, diſ- 


- S ſoon as corruption had once got entrance 


ſoluteneſs both in mind and behaviour, increduli- 


ty, and atheiſm; ſuch is the fatal cirele, into which 
a debauchee is inſenſibly drawn. In effect, there 
are perhaps fewer who are unbelievers through prin- 
ciple and reaſoning, than through certain inward 
| K 3 motives, 
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motives, which incline them to doubting. Th 
depraved mind rejects all proofs, to adopt certain 
prejudices ; and theſe induce them to conclude, that 
human policy alone has invented all laws, deities 
and religions, 

The deſires they have a mind to gratify and in- 
dulge, incite men to reje& the goſpel, becauſe they 
find therein their own condemnation 3 they ſee too 
great an inconſiſtence, between thoſe predominant 
inclinations, and the precepts, enjoined by Jeſus 
Chriſt ; beſides, their vanity is highly flattered, in 
diſtinguiſhing themſelves by being ſingular, and go- 
ing out of the common road. They have a fancy 
to draw upon themſelves the eyes of the public; 


and to have the reputation of men of vit; the 


opinion of the vulgar is too common for them. 
Perſons, of a corrupted mind, or they who are full 
of vanity, imagine it beneath them to think like 
the multitude; and therefore they endeavour to raiſe 
themſelves above others, by rejecting the ſenti- 
ments of the generality of mankind. 

Such wretches feed themſelves up with theſe 
fancies, and hug themſelves with the thought of, 
being recovered from the errors of a blind and cre- 


dulcus populace; and ſuppoſing they ſhould after- 


ferwards be convinced of the truth, they will be 


far from embracing it, becauſe they will then be 
obliged to own they were miſtaken, and that 
they, whom they deſpiſed, had more penetration 
than them ſelves. 

Now this is a mortificaticn, their ſtupid pride can 
never bear; it would- oblige them to depart from 
thoſe agreeable notions, they had formed of them- 
ſelves, to deſcend from the rank and ſuperiority, 
to which they had imaginarily raiſed themſelves, to 
renounce all ſenſual pleaſures, and to mortify their 


paſſions. 


Count BONNEPMY AL. 135 
paſſions. Theſe are ſuch obſtacles, as they look 


upon as unſurmountable ; all that can be obtained 


of them, is to hearken quietly to what objections 
are made; upon which, after a very ſuperficial ex- 
amination, they give ſentence decifively, and con- 
demn without appeal : Judgment once pronoun- 
ced, it is abſolutely irreverſible, 

Much of this kind, was the ſtate of mind and 
temper of this renegade; having received his birth 
in France, from very honeſt mechanicks of the re- 
formed religion, his education was anſwerable to 
his extraction: But being endued with quick parts, 
and of an enterprizing genius, he. made ſuch an 
uncommon progreſs, in the ſtudy of the holy ſcrip- 
tures, that he was looked upon as a fort of prodigy z 
ina word, he arrived at that perfection, as was ob- 
ſerved before, that he had learnt the old and new 
teſtament, in a manner by heart. 

As he was then perfectly well verſed in holy- 
writ, it is probable he often meditated thereon ; and 
as the precepts of the goſpel were abſolutely re- 
pugnant to his licentious defires, and unbounded 
ambition, he reſolved to ſtrike out of the road, 
traced out by all the interpreters, and to take an- 
other, which might bring him to his propoſed end. 
And in order the better to ſupport his Spingf/m, he 
thought it neceſſary to gain himſelf a kind of ex- 
traordinary reputation; being convinced, that a 
man of his rank, was by no means in a condition, 
to aſſume to himſelf any kind of preheminence ; or 
toattract the admiration of the credulous populace, 
without ſomewhat marvellous and ſurprizing. He 
concealed therefore, carefully, his exact Know- 
ledge of the law of Maſes, and the goſpel 3 and 
never made a diſplay thereof, but at certain con- 
vulſive moments, when he pretended to be inſpired 


by the Holy Ghaſt. 
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On theſe occaſions, this ſubtle and artful hypo- 


crite would utter ſuch extraordinary notions and ex- 


5 D that numbers of people were perſuaded 


e really had revelations, which cauſed theſe admi- 
rable fits of learning and erudition; and being as 
yet too young to be a libertine, he paſſed for a very 


ſaint. This fanaticiſm having proved highly ſuc- 


ceſsful to him, he had next the aſſurance, to give out 
he had an intercourſe with the angels; which ex- 
travagance gained alſo credit with ſome weak 
people. 

In eſtabliſning any new ſyſtems or opinions, it is 
abſolutely neceſſary to call in the aſſiſtance of ſome- 
what marvellous; and there muſt be miracles, true or 
falſe, to induce folks to receive an ordinary man, 
as a legiſlator: At that time, the proteſtant religion 
in France, was upon the brink of ruin; it was 
therefore believed, that this new comforter was 
ſent by heaven, to re- animate the ſinking, and diſ- 
may'd ſpirits of the zealots of that religion. At 
this critical juncture, the edict of Naniz, was iſſued 
out; upon which, Galiot, now David Truth, goes 
to Verſailles; finds the means to get into the king's 
chapel ; boldly accoſts that monarch; and audaciouſ- 
ly denounces againſt him, as from God, the moſt 
terrible judgments, unleſs he allowed liberty of 
conſcience to the Hugonots in his dominions, 

A raſhneſs of this nature, undoubtedly deſerved 
the moſt rigorous puniſhment z nevertheleſs, Lewis 
XIV. contented himſelf, with confining him in the 
Baſtille, where he remained five years; and as he 
rightly judged, he ſhould not get eafily out of that 
priſon, he there counterfeited the madman ſo much 
to the life, that he impoſed upon the moſt clear- 
ſighted. This Stratagem proved ſucceſsful to him 
for the king being informed of this ſuppoſed lu- 

nacy 


oo I , = WW BK 7 © A 


Tor" + ta * — wh WC 2 


Coux T BONNEV AL. 137 


nacy of the priſoner, granted his pardon, and or- 
dered him to be ſet at liberty. 

Being releaſed from the Baſtille, he made the beſt 
of his way to Geneva, where he ſet up a manufac- 
ture of laces; in which buſineſs he was perſectly 
well ſkilled. In this city he married; and might 
there have ended his days, if he would have been 
contented, with the fortune of a perſon of his 
rank: But this would not do; ſuch a condition 
ſeemed to him too mean; and he was deſirous of 
diſtinguiſhing himſelf, To this end, he built on 
the top of a little hill, in the neighbourhood of 
the City, a kind of hermitage, whither he often 
went, as he impudently affirmed, to converſe with 
the angels. 

The reſult of this correſpondence, with theſe ce- 
eſtial and bleſſed ſpirits, was to publiſh prophecies z 
and prophecies, which were by no means favourable 
to the heads of the government of this little re- 
public. Thoſe perſons, who were endued with 
good ſenſe, were far from regarding ſuch extrava- 
gant notions, or being impoſed on by ſuch groſs 
artifices z eſpecially, as his behaviour was not at 
all conformable to that ſingular character which 
he had aſſumed. Nevertheleſs, in ſpite of licen- 
tiouſneſs, he formed there a conſiderable party; the 
ſtupid populace ſtill following him as a prophet: In 
ſhort, his extravegances, with his reſtleſs and tur- 
bulent temper, began to make them apprehenſive 
of a ſeditton, for which reaſon, he was baniſhed 
Geneva. | * 

Being driven from thence, he went on to Lifle 
in Flanders ;, where he contracted an acquaintance 
and friendſhip, with a haberdaſher of hats and Cal- 
viniſt, named Turin, who was boch a rich and 
generous man. Galio! inipiret him with the 
thought of eſtabliſhing there @ manufactury of 
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laces; which ſcheme proving agreeable to Turpin, 
he advanced him confiderable ſums, in order to put 
this deſign in execution. 

As ſoon as our adventurer found himſelf ſtrong 
in ready caſh, he went off from Lille, one fine 
morning, with his family, conſiſting of two ſons 
and as many daughters; carrying away of the poor 
haberdaſher*s, about twenty thouſand livres: He 
then took refuge in Holland, where he underwent 
circumciſion, preferring the Fewiſh law to that of 
the goſpel: He even proceeded ſo far, as to per- 
form the operation himſelf upon his two ſons. 

So infamous an action, drew upon him the ha- 
tred of the whole country ; rightly judging, there- 
fore, that he ſhould find it hard to ſubſiſt there, he 
determined to go from thence to Turkey, with his two 
daughters and one of his ſons, the other having 
refuſed to follow him. Being arrived at Smyrna, 
his money began to fail him ; his two daughters, 
however, being tolerably handſome, this was a 
new fund for him; nor did he at all ſcruple to make 


uſe of it: The cries of poverty and neceſſity were 
louder than thoſe of blood and of fatherly af- 


fection. ö 
He ſold, then, the eldeſt of his daughters to a Turk, 
for the ſum of four hundred piaſtres; which done, 
he left Smyrna, and went on to Conſtantinople, Be- 
ing fully inſtructed in the cuſtoms of the Mabo- 
metans, he knew perfectly well it was forbidden to 
enter their moſques, on pain of death, and eſpe- 
cially in the time of prayers ; asalſo, that there was 
no other way to ſave his life, but by turning Muſ- 
fulman, Now he wanted to be forced to embrace 
the Turkiſh religion, in order to impoſe upon the 
Franks, and perſuade them he had not done it of 
his own accord: This artifice, as he imagined, 
| - would 
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' would ſecure him from the juſt reproaches, with 


which he ſhould otherwiſe be overwhelmed. | 

Having thus concerted this hopeful deſign, he 
not only entered into Solimania, one of the impe- 
rial moſques, but alſo began to preach, and to in- 
terrupt the Iman: So notorious an extravagance, 
coſt him a good drubbing; after which he was ſeiz- 
ed upon, and in a word, condemned either to die, 
or to become a Mabomelan. It may be eaſily judg- 
ed, he was not long in making his choice; his 
ſcheme had been laid for ſome years; and he was 
determined to puſh his fortune at any price; where- 
in he at laſt ſucceeded, eyen beyond his utmoſt 
hopes. 

al had he preferred the A!coran to death, be- 
fore ſome aſpres were aſſigned him, for his own 
ſubſiſtence, and that of the two children he had 
left; and theſe young ones, who were indeed his 
ſecond ſelf, had too thoroughly imbibed his prin- 
ciples, to be refractory to his will, and not follow 
his ſteps. By degrees, he gained admittance a- 
mongſt the chief officers of the Porte, who aſſiſted 
him 1n eſtabliſhing his manufacture of Jaces, 

Having afterwards taken notice, that fires made 
cruel havock at Conſtantinople; the houſes being on- 
ly of wood, and painted all over, fo that they are 
very combuſtible, and it is reckoned nothing, 
when only five or fix hundred houſes are deſtroyed; 
having taken notice of this, we ſay, Galliot form- 
ed thereupon a ſcheme, how to raiſe his fortune, 
Accordingly, he ſent privately for two engines 
from Holland; and, finding theſe machines were 
abſolutely unknown to the Turks, demanded leave 
of the Divan to play them at the firſt fire, The 
good Mabometans, ſurprized at their effect and uſe- 
tulneſs, deſired to have a great number of them; 
and Caliot, who had aſſerted he was the inventor, 


had 


+ 4 
"wt 
* 
ku 
150 
U 


140 MEMOIRS of 


had orders to make fifty; in ſhort, his ingenuity 
was admired by all the people of that vaſt city; 
and he was rewarded with a penſion, of a thouſand 
pſpres a day, and a conſiderable poſt created on 
purpoſe for him. 
He was made an Aga, and had the command of 
five hundred Fanizaries aſſigned him, who where ex- 
eſsly appointed to extinguiſh fires, This brought 

im in alſo two thouſand aſpres a day; ſo that his 
falary, together with the profits of his manufacture, 
which in a ſmall time, became conſiderable, have 
raiſed him to immenſe riches; and he never went 
out, without a train of twenty or five and twenty 
ſlaves. i 

_ Beſides this, he ſtill went on, in counterfeiting 
the zealot, and the prophet 3 and this with ſuch a 
well-diſſembled ſanctity, and ſuch ſeeming devo- 
tion, that all the Turks in general, from the mean- 
eſt mechanic, to the greateſt officers of the Su/tan, 
reſpect him infinitely, and ſhew him abundance of 
honour: And the Mufti himſelf, has even given 
him the key of a gallery, in the moſque named So- 
limania, to ſay his prayers there, and hold his 
conferences, as he pretends, with the white angels; 
a favour he never grants, but to the four chief of- 
ficers of the Sublime Porte. | 
His fon and his daughter, tread exactly in his 
ſteps, and imitate his hypocriſy to perfection; and 
as he knows the conſtitution of theſe his dear chil- 
dren, that they altogether reſemble him, that is, 
that they are extremely prone to ſenſual enjoyments, 
he has a number of very beautiful females, both 
flaves and concubines, to be ſubſervient both to his 


.. own pleaſures, and to his ſon's. As to his daugh- 


ter, he marries her almoſt every month to ſome re- 
negade, with whom he afterwards picks a ground- 
leſs quarrel; and, as his own reputation is well eſta- 


bliſhed, he takes advantage thereof to ruin them. 
8 His 
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His word is believed to their prejudice, ſo that he 
gets them thrown into priſon, and frequently con- 
demned to the galleys, according to the crimes 
whereof he accuſes them: I have myſelf delivered 
three of theſe hisunfortunate ſons in law. This fre- 
quent changing of huſbands, is highly agrecable to 
that licentious creature; with whom her father is 
obliged to keep very fair, and accordingly he does 
ſo, with great complaiſance. Such, or almoſt ſuch, 
is the character of David Truth, known in Europe 
by the name of Galiofr, He never wears any 
cloaths but what are white; which, as he ſays, is 
in token of his purity, and that he may appear ac- 
ceptable in the eyes of the white angels, who com- 
municate to him his revelations. It cannot, indeed, 
be denied, that this man is endued with a fine under- 
ſtanding, as the reader may judge by his diſcourſe 
with me, and his manner of ſoothing my ſorrows, 
and alleviating my grief. 

It is impoſſible, ſaid this man often to me, to 
find any condition, or invent any ſyſtem, which can 
ſecure us from all afflictions; but then our pains, 
makes us reliſh our pleaſures more agreeably : 
Some good, ſome evil, ſuch is the life of man. 
But this contraſt rouzes us and frees the mind from 
that lethargic ſtate, into which it would fall, were 
it always to remain in the ſame ſituation, One 
ought always, therefore, to hope; fortune is ſo 
extravagant, there is nothing but what may be ex- 
pected from her caprices. | 

Let us be never fo perfect, we have frequently 
need of counſel: Leave one door always open for 
friendſhip, fays a modern philoſopher, it is from 
thence you will find relief. A friend, who can 
freely tell us his thoughts, without offending us, is 
a great eaſe to the mind; but then we muſt not in- 
diſcreetly contract this intimacy with many; it 

| would 
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would only confound and perplex us, without be- 
ing of any manner of ſervice. 

Nothing ſeems to me ſo imprudent and ridiculous, 
as thoſe people who accuſtom themſelves to publiſh 
their own misfortunes, and are complaining continu- 
ally to every one; they think thereby to move their 
compaſſion, and gain their good-will ; but they are 
widely miſtaken. Complaints only ruin our cre- 
dit, and affect very few; whilſt they delight ſome, 
and draw upon us the contempt of others: On 
the other hand, to conceal our ſorrows is courage, 
and fortitude of mind. Theſe reflections, Baſſa 
Bonneval, do not at all relate to you; it was by no 
means my intention to addreſs my diſcourſe to you; 
befides, you have undoubtedly no reaſon to com- 
plain, fortune ſmiles upon you, and regards you 
with a very favourable eye. | 

Tell me not of the vexations, occaſioned you by 
your lady, for they are altogether imaginary ; and 


if you allow yourſelf to confider ever fo little, you 


will agree with me. I have but two things to lay 
before you, in order to make you eaſy upon this 
head. Was it either your fortune, or your youth, 
that induced Julia Salvia!i to give you her hand, 
and inclined her to ſacrifice her reputation, her 
bloom, and the ſplendid condition to which her 
birth, riches, charms and merit, muſt otherwiſe 
have then advanced her? You cannot help readily 
acknowledging it was not; it could then only be 
the eſteem ſhe had conceived for you: Now when 
love is once grounded upon efteem, it very ſeldom 
abates; and abſence rather ſtrengthens than extin- 
uiſnes it. | 

Beſides, you have owned to me, that Barnet? 
ſeemed to you, of a very bad diſpoſition ; let us 
then only ſuppoſe, that this wretch has fallen deſ- 


far 
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far from making any return to his paſſion, has 
treated him with the ſcorn he deſerved; his fury 
and deſpair, (for you know the temper of the La- 
lians) together with his wicked inclinations, may 
not they be ſufficient to inſtigate him to a cruel re- 
venge? And what more ſevere vengeance could he 
tzke, than by rendering her abhorr'd by a beloved 
huſband, by accufing her of ſuch infamous actions, 
whereof any woman, who has ever fo little remains 
of honour, could not be capable? In ſhort, the 
aſperſions are too groſs to be true. Be aſſured then, 
it was the too ſcrupulous virtue, and the inviola- 


ble fidelity, and unalterable love of your lady for 


you, which conſtitutes all her guilt : Reffe&t ma- 
turely upon theſe circumſtances, and you wall con- 
feſs you aretoblame z nay, and veryhighly to blame, 
to give yourſelf ſo much up to your ſorrow ; ſince 
thoſe accuſations are only horrible and villanous 
calumnies. 

Thus did this renegade endeavour to comfort me, 
and diſpel my grief; and I muſt own he ſucceeded, 
at leaſt for a time: But the long journey I was o- 
bliged to undertake, ſome months afterwards, 
brought my melancholy again upon me. Already 
had I lived at Conſtantinople, in this manner, for al- 
moſt two years, when two unforeſeen events, con- 


. ſtrained me to abandon my charming retreat, and go 


into Arabia, to appeale ſome troubles, that had a- 
riſen within alittle while in my government. ? 

The Porte being informed that one of the prin- 
cipal Checks of the Aras, having revolted, had 
ſurprized and maſſacred a caravan of eight hun- 
dred Turks, who were going on a pilgrimage ta 


Mecca, reſolved to exterminate the party of this 
Taptain of Robbers, which began to grow too 


powerful, to be ſuffered to exerciſe their rapine 
with impuhity. Already above fifteen thouiand 
| Bandit, 
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Banditti, of all nations, had inliſted under his ban- 


ners; and it became the more dangerous to neglect 
reducing him, becauſe, beſides the enormous cruel. 


ties whereof he was guilty, he not only made in- 


curſions into Egypt, but the Baſſa of Damaſcus be- 


ing diſſat isfied with the Porte, ſeemed inclined to 
join him with his forces, in order to raiſe a formi- 


dable inſurrection, and make himſelf maſter of 


Syria. 


This news, then, obliged the Sullan to ſummons a 

neral Divan, where it was unanimouſly reſolved, 
to diſpatch me into that country ; to oppoſe the in- 
roads, and prevent the bad deſigns, whereof that 
governour of Syria was ſuſpeted. His highneſs, 
who was deſirous of detaining me yet ſome time 
longer at court, in vain ſtrove to excuſe me from 
being charged with this expedition; the party of 


the Aga of the Fanizaries, eaſily got the better of 


his, becauſe the Kaimakan favoured them : He 
wanted me to be gone from Conſtantinople ; his 
ſincere friendſhip for me, keeping him in continual 
alarms; he was apprehenſive, that ſome fatal ac- 
cident would befal me, I was appointed therefore, 
to command a body of twenty thouſand men, 
which had been raiſed in Egypt ; and were to join 
me in the neighbourhood of the mus of Sues. 
Theſe misfortunes, which | ſeemed to threaten 


Syria, grievous as they were, cauſed abundance of 
Joy in my enemies; they being perſuaded it was a 


certain means, to remove me from court for a con- 
ſiderable time: It may eaſily be judged then, that 
they eagerly laid hold on this opportunity. And as 
the ſtratagems of the great men of the Porte, are 
very different from thoſe practiſed in other courts, 
where they endeavour to ruin an enemy by ſlander- 
ing him, they began their revenge only by flattering, 


and even extravagant commendations z infomuch, 
8 that 
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that they overwhelmed me with encomiums, and 
extolled my courage and bravery, above that of 
any of the heroes of antiquity. 

No, there is not one amongſt us, ſaid the Aga 
of the Fanizaries, who dares boaſt he comes near 
the illuſtrious Ba Bonneval in valour. He has 
ſignalized himſelf by ſuch diſtinguiſhing military 
exploits, that no one, without injuſtice, can diſ- 

ute with him this important commiſſion. Alrea- 
dy I foreſee the new laurels, which will ſoon raiſe 
his glory to the higheſt pitch; and I am certain, 
the Ottoman empire, will triumph over all its ene- 
mies, aſſoon as his prudent counſels are followed, 
and he commands our armies: In a word, heex- 
patiated upon my merit, with ſo much exaggera- 
tion, that I could not help perceiving, he was in- 
cited thereto by an implacable hatred and envy z 
but this was the laſt i1|-office he did me. He loſt 
his life, in endeayouring to dethrone *Achmet ; 
however he cauſed abundance of bloodſhed, before 
he fell a ſacrifice to the too juſt reſentment of this 
Sultan, when he had once again ſupplanted his bro- 
ther Soliman. 

My departure was then reſolved on, and the 
time fixed to be within two months, in order to al- 
low ſome leiſure, for preparing ten troops of Spabis, 
who were aſſigned me for my convoy, and were to 
have the care of my perſon, The Sultan, out of 
his great regard for me, commanded abſolutely, that 
theſe Spahis ſhould mount the guard, night and 
day, around my tent; and, as the Kaimakan was 
perfectly acquainted with all the different bodies 
of cavalry, he managed ſo, that theſe ten 
troops, were compoſed only of ſtout, robuſt, and 
brave men, whoſe fidelity I might ſafely rely on. 

It became neceſſary then to think about ſettling my 
affairs; and already * | x reparing to give liberty 
to 
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to moſt of my domeſticks or ſlaves, not caring to 
keep any, but ſuch as were in a condition to go 
along with me, and with whom I was perfectly well 
ſatisfied. I had only appointed two to look after 
my houſe, in caſe heaven ſhould favour me ſo far, 
as to allow me to return from my government, but 
the plague diſpoſed of them otherwiſe. 

This year, that dreadful ſcourge had made much 
greater havock, during the winter, than it general. 
ly does in that ſeaſon; when the heat is by no 
means ſo exceſſive, as in ſpring, or ſummer, It 
withdraws uſually at that time, into ſome corner 
of Conſtantinople, and does not carry off many ; 
but this year, it laid waſte almoſt the whole city, 
at the ſame inſtant. In the beginning of the ſpring 
it extended itſelf to the adjacent parts, with incre- 
dible rapidity and fury; inſomuch that it reached 
my houſe, when I leaſt expected it. It ſeized, at 
firſt, upon the ſteward of my houſhold ; who, be- 
ing afraid he ſhould be removed to the peſt-houſe, 
underwent the moſt cruel torments, without dar- 
ing to complain, Nevertheleſs, he was obliged to 
fink under it, and I heard he was in his laſt ago- 
nies, before I knew any thing of his illneſs ; and a 
moment after was informed of his death. 

A capuchin, who had viſited him, in order to 
take care of his conſcience, aſſured me he had three 
very venomous bubo's; at which news, all the reſt 
were terribly frightned : And, as fear is in a manner 
a certain ſymptom of this dreadful diſtemper, 
twenty others, both men and women, were ſeized 
therewith, and died ; infomuch, that the plague 
cleared my houſe, within the ſpace of ten days, 
From my ſervants it proceeded to my horſes, all of 
which I loſt, except two; in ſhort, only my two 
Swiſs, and myſelf, were wholly exempted from its 


In 
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In the mean while, I was juſt upon the point of 
my departure; already all my inſtructions were 
made out, and I was to have received them at the 
Divan, which was ſummon'd to meet for that end, 
in two days. I would have repreſented, that the 
plague having carried off all my domeſticks, and 
horſes, it required neceſſarily ſome reſpite, to fur- 
niſh myſelf with a new equipage ; but anſwer was 
made that misfortune was already provided 
againſt; and that I ſhould receive, that very day, 
convincing proofs of the ſincere value, and per- 
fect eſteem they had for me. 

In effect, all the chief officers of the Porte, 
concurred in ſupplying me again with ſlaves and hor- 
ſes; and the greateſt of my enemies, I mean the 
Aa of the Janizaries, appeared the moſt liberal, 
He ſent me fix fine horſes, richly capzriſoned, 
with as many ſlaves; and others recruited me in 
proportion; ſo that, the day before my departure, I 
found mylelf poſſeſſed of threeſcore fine ſteeds, 
with an equal number of flaves, all fit to un- 
dertake a long and dangerous expedition. 

The Sultan alſo preſented me with eight, which 
were to be delivered me at Burſa ; this he informed 
me of, when I waited on him to take my leave. 
You will find at Burſa, ſaid this gracious emperor, 


eight courſers, that were choſen out of my own 


ſtables, with as many German ſaves, in whom you 
may repoſe an entire confidence : Make them your 
moſt truſty domeſticks, you will have no cauſe to 
repent it, This ſaid, he honoured me with the 
moſt endearing careſſes, and aſſured me, I ſhould not 

continue long upon this expedition. a 
They, who are poſſeſſed with the falſe notion, 
that the Turkiſh emperors are unapproachable, in- 
human, ſavage and cruel, will accuſe me of im- 
poſingon them; but, if they reflect on the 4 
2 | | 
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I have given of Ahmet, they will do me more ſuſ- 
tice, and believe that count Bonneval, though 
blacken'd with the meſt horrid calumnies, has too 
much honour, to boaſt himſelf groundlefly, and with- 
out probability, of chimerical favours,and of the good 
will of this moſt gracious and beneficent Sultan. 
The ſecond occurrence that happen*d before my 


departure, and which made me in ſome meaſure de. 


fire it, was a letter from the Venetian, Barnetti; 
wherein he informed me, that my wife was gone 
from his houſe, and that he was entirely a ſtranger 
whither ſhe was fled ; but he ia1d not a word, at this 
time, to her prejudice; neither did he mention any 
thing about her miſbehaviour; which induced me 


partly to ſuſpect the truth. Reflecting, however, 


on the unhappy condition into which this unfortu- 
nate woman might fall, I cou'd not refuſe tears to 
her memory; but, being greatly taken up, by the 
preparations for my expedition, it diſpell'd my me- 
lancholy, which did not return upon me, till after 
my having quitted Conſtantinople; when the re- 
membrance of this my lovely ſpouſe engroſſed all my 


thoughts. 


Every thing being at laſt in readineſs, I ſent for 
the French renegade, in order to depoſit in his 
hands an inventory of all the effects I ieftt behind 
at my houſe; deſiring him to diſpoſe thereof as of 
his own till my return; nor had I any reaſon to repent 
my confidence in him. Before I took horſe, I was 
deſirous once more to embrace the Kaimakan, the 
moſt affectionate of my friends. It was at this 
viſit J experienced what effects a ſincere friendſhip 
can produce in our hearts. Ah! how greatiy docs 
one ſuffer, when on the point of parting with thoſe 
we moſt eſteem, and whom we have moſt reaſon to 
value. I alſo found during this abſence, which 
was for three years, that the loſs of a faithful and 

ſincere 
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ſincere friends leave a great void in our ſouls, which 
we cannot fill up, whatever we ſubſtitute in its 
room. 85 | 
This honeſt man obſerving that my ſenſible con- 
cern, at being forced to be ſeparated from him, was 

ainted to the life in my eyes, could not help be- 
ing likewiſe affected therewith above meſure, and 
without being able to contain himſelf; at laft, how- 
ever, we were obliged to leave each other, and to 

art I ſent alſo to the French religious, a pretty 
conſiderable ſum, to induce them to offer up prayers 
to heaven, in my favour; ſuch was my conduct at 
Conſtantino le for the two firſt years. 

Before my proceeding any far her, it will not, I 
believe, be improper, to give peoplea right notion 
of this great city; I have promiſed it, and every 
honeſt man ought to keep his word. It ſhall not be 
a deſcription of it, numbers of authors have already 
exhauſted themſelves upon this ſu ject; I ſhall 
therefore only dwell upon ſuch points, as ſeem to me 
not to have been well particularized, or have not 
as yet been ſufficiently cleared up. 

On taking a view of Conſtantinople, and the Brſ- 
phorus of Thrace, one would almoſt be tempted to 
fay, that nature had exhauſted all her ſtores, to en- 


rich not only the peninſula, whereon this city is 


ſituated, but alſo all the parts adjacent, An air ex- 
tremely pure and temperate; with a ſky almoſt al- 
ways cloudleſs and ſerene z where enchanting land- 
ſcapes, diverſified with a thouſand various colours, 
afford you at the ſame time, and in one and. the 
ſame place, the beauties of the (ſpring, and the 
bleflings of autumn, both by the agrecable aflem- 
blage of divers objects, from which one can hardly 
take off one's eyes, and by the plentiful ſupplies of 
fruits and flowers, which are to be found there in 


all ſeaſons, 
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It may perhaps ſurprize many, when I affirm, 
that the air at Conſtantinople is pure and temperate, 
ſince a contagious diſtemper prevails always there 
without interruption, and the latitude, wherein it is 
ſituated, proves, that the heats there are ſultry and 
ſcorching. 

But their aſtoniſhment will ceaſe, when they be- 
gin to conſider, that the plague reizns there, only 
through their neglect of taking proper precautions; 
ard it is certain it would never gain admittance there, 
were the Turzs but more prudent, and more cir- 
cumſſ ect, in guarding againſt this dreadful ſcourge ; 
which carries off every year, almoſt a hundred 
thouſand ſouls: That abſolute predeſtination, which 
is held by the Mehometans, makes them look upon 
the peſtilence, as a kind of deſtiny, appointed by 
providence, to terminate their lives. | 

Ag in, the infected merchandize, which comes 
from Perſia, the Ile of Ormus, and other countries, 
never perfo m any quarantain ; and by the means of 
| thetic goods, the plague gets entrance into their 
magazines and houſes: Beſides this, their continual 
intercourie with thoſe who are afflicted with that diſ- 
temper, the cloaths, and furs which they wear, 
without any manner of care, as ſoon as their rela- 
tions or friends are carried off by this diſeaſe ; all 
theſe contribute to keep this infection amongſt them, 
and to make it circulate from family to family. 
During winter, though it is hardly felt in this hap- 
py climate, it generally withdraws into ſome cor- 
ner; but, as ſoon as the heats return, it ſpreads 
throughout every part, with ſo much fury, that it 
deftroys fix thouſand ſouls in a day. 

Add to this, the dead bodies are carried openly 
through the Streets, unto the burying places, which 
are upon the top of the hills of Pera: Every one 
is expoſed to the danger of meeting them; they 

| 'are 
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are carried a-croſs the harbour, in 'the ſame boats 
that ſerve the living; and one paſſes to Conſtanii- 
nople or Galata, in one of them, which has per- 
haps carried four or five hundred infected carcaſes, 
inſomuch, that it is ſcarce poſſible to avoid this diſ- 
temper. 

To conclude, the Turks waſh their dead before 
they bury them; and theſe bodies, which rot with- 
in four or five hours, are enough to infe& all who 
aſſiſt at the funerals. To this let us join, that the 
_ prodigious numbers of theſe corpſes, prevent their 
making graves of a ſufficient depth; inſomuch that 
abundance are hardly covered with a foot of earth, 
which renders the air in the neighbourhood of theſe 
burying places, ſo contagious, that it affects all, 
who will run the hazard of breathing in it. 

It is not therefore the air of the climate, that 
contributes to the plague, but the want of care in 
the people; and one proof of its being very pure, is, 
that no venomous inſets are to be found there; 
even the ſting of a ſcorpion, 1s not attended there 
with any dangerous conſequences: And another 
very convincing proof hereof is, that they who are 
not attack'd with, or recover from this diſtemper, 
live to an extreem old age, without being ſenſible of 
thoſe many ailments, that uſually attend the ancient 
elſewhere. | 

I have alſo aftirmed, in the ſecond place, that the 
air is very temperate at Conſtantinople; and, in effect, 
an intenſe cold, or too ſultry heats are never felt, 
to an exceſſive degree, in that city; becauſe the 
North wind, which continually blows there, from 
four in the afternoon, till eight in the morning 
qualifies the air in ſuch a manner, that even in the 
moſt ſcorching heats of the dog-days, one would 
imagine one were in the months of February or 
March. It is a very ſingular circumſtance, that 
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omy two winds ever reign at Conſtantinople, name- 
ly the North and the South and theſe two 
ſuccecd to each other ſo regularly, that they never 
fail to repel each other alternatively, at the appoint- 
ed hours; the South beginning to blow ateight in the 
morning. and continuing till four in the atternoon, 
and the North ſucceeding then, and laſting till eight 

in the morning. 

Tis true, from about ten in the morning, till five 
in the evening, the ſun- beams are ſomewhat pier- 
cinz, and ftrike upon one with great fierceneſs 
which induces the mechanicks and other tradeſmen, 
to leave off their buſineſs, during thoſe hours: 
But they eafily indemnify themſelves, for this 
loſs of time, as ſoon as the North wind begins to 
blow. Theſe two particulars, upon which I have 
often reflected, ſeem'd to me worth being related; 
though divers authors have paſſed them over, as 
trifles not meriting their attention: For my part, 
I think them ſufficiently remarkable, not to be al- 
together contemn'd. Nay, I even hope, that the 
Turks, being convinced of the juſtneſs of my reflec- 
tions, concerning the plague, will, at ſome time or 
other, rid this capital from it, by acting conforma- 
bly to the memoirs I delivered them upon this 
head. 

Theſe memoirs conſiſted only of ſome artleſs 
reaſonings, that were written merely to baniſh from 
their minds, that ridiculous attachment to abſolute 
predeſtination, which induces them not only not to 
fear any danger, but even to expoſe themſelves to it: 
This they do, through a ſtrong prepoſſeſſion, that 
heaven has ſo numbered their days, that neither any 
accident, nor viſitation, can interrupt their courſe, 
nor ſhorten them a moment. Already, notwith- 
ſtanding my ſmall. knowledge in divinity, and my 
flender learning, many of the principal officers are 
recovered from this prepoſterous prejudice ; and 

are 
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are aſtoniſhed they could ſo long be bigotted to a 
ſyſtem ſo contradictory to the principle, the divine 
being has implanted in all his creatures, to incite 
them to watch over the preſervation of their own 
lives. 

Should they once come to renounce and lay aſide 
theſe abſurd maxims, there is reaſon to believe, they 
will follow the example of the Chriftians, who o- 
blige both all ſuſpe&ed perſons, and goods to per- 
form quarantain; in which caſe, the plague would 
ſoon be expelled Conſtantinople: And, ſhould this 
_ dreadful ſcourge be once rooted out from this de- 
lightful abode, where every thing neceſſary, uſeful, 
convenient or agreeable is to be found in abundance, 
and dog-cheap ; this country would then be as in- 
chanting, as the Elyfian- Fields, fo much extoll'd 
by the poets; with this advantage, that Conftanti- 
nople is no imaginary clime, like that of thoſe pa- 
gan Writers, 

The apprehenſions one muſt continually be under 
of the plague, takes off infinitely from the plea- 
| ſures one ſhould otherwiſe enjoy, in this fortunate 
region ; where the greateſt ſenſualiſt, may ſatisfy 
all his deſires at a very ſmall charge: For I am well 
aſſured, one might fare better there for tenpence, than 
in Holland for a ducat. There one may find ex- 

uiſite wines, with all ſorts of game and fiſn, be- 
des poultry, in ſuch great plenty, that you may 
have either a fine fowl or pullet, for a ſingle 
penny. - 

Beſides this, their mutton, beef and veal is delici- 
ous; ſo that a poor mechanic may eafily hve 
upon fix aſpresa day, which makes about fix French 
farthings. I can truly ſay, without boaſting, that 
my table was furniſhed very elegantly, both with 
fleſh and fiſh, neither did I deny any thing to my 
ſlayes; nevertheleſs, the whole expence of my 
houſe- 
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houſe-keeping, not excepting my horſes, did not 
amount to twenty chequins a month : From this 
ſingle article, one may judge the fertility, and 
goodneſs of this ſoil. 

There are few who don't know, that the city of 
Conſtantinople, named Stambol by the Turks, is built 
upon a peninſula, which extends a confiderable way 
into the Bo/phorus of Thrace; that it is waſh'd on 
the South, by the waters of the Propontis, or Hel- 
leſpont; and ſeparated from the riſing grounds of 
Thrace, by the waves of the Boſphorus, which are 
driven back by two ſmall rivers, that ſeem again to 
divide the peninſula from the main land, for about 
four leagues. It forms a creſcent, on the fide of the 
Helleſpont, and a conſiderable creek, or ſmall bay 
on the other, which is oppoſite thereto. This bay 
is the fineſt harbour in the world, and the more ad- 
mirable as it is formed by nature. The veſſels come 
cloſe up to the keys, as they do in the canals in 
Holland ; and the point of the peninſula, where the 
Seraglio is built, ſhelters them entirely. 

Repreſent then to yourſelf the city of Conſtautino- 
ple, ſituated upon a neck of land, that is waſhed 
.on three fides, by the waters of the Boſphorus, and 
the Propontis, and which partly reſembles the ſharp 
ridge of a houſe, ſomewhat flat at the top: The 
whole about two leagues and a half long, and 
three quarters broad, and extending into the canal 
in windings, and forming three eaſy aſcents, to 
which the houſes that ſtand thereon give the air of 
ſo many amphitheatres. T'wo of theſe are termi- 
nated by the ſeven imperial moſques, built in a dia- 
metral line upon the ſummit of them, ſo that they 
command the whole city, The other is bounded 
by the various parts of the Seraglio, which form, 
as it were, a ſmall city of themſelves, divided from 

Conſtantinople, by a double and high wall, hy 
13 
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This great city therefore, cannot be fully view'd 
at one time, or from one place, though one were 
even to get upon the dome ot the Solimania, which 
is the moſt lofty of all the moſques ; becauſe the 
upper houſes ſeem, in a manner, to ſwaliow up 
thoſe that are below; and the irregularity of the 
buildings, abſolutely prevents the fight's extending 
to the lower parts of the city. Theſe three aſconts 
form three different proſpecte; the firſt whereof, 
and the fineſt, is when one takes a view of it from 
Pera. One muſt be in A ia, near the antient Chal- 
cedon, to behold the ſecond; and in the midd e of 
the Boſphorus, a little above Tophana, a village almoſt 
adjoining to Gala/a, and ſo named irom a foundery 
of cannon there eſtabliſhed, to ſurvey the third, 

At Pera, we diſcover all that part of the 
city, which deſcends towards the harbour, or to- 
wards the bay, formed by the main land and pe- 
ninſula ; and one may ſafely ſay this is the moſt 
charming proſpect, that is to be tound perhaps in 
the world. Not only we behold all the principal 
moſques, and all the houſes, that extend from the 
bottom of the bay to the point of the Seraglio, 
without diſcerning any part of that palace, but al- 
ſo the Helleſpont, Chalcedon, the charming town of 
Scutari, and the iſland of Princes; ſo that, if we 
caſt our eyes beyond Conſtantinople, our fight is 
bounded by nothing but its own weakneſs. But 
one cannot have a view of the harbour, becauſe 
the point of the Serazl:o, and its buildings, ſeem to 
join thoſe of Galata; and thele edifices, ſtanding 
one above another, interrupt the ſight of the port; 
ſo that one can only diſcover the maits of the ſhips. 

Then, on turning our eyes towards the Bo/Pborus, 
we find nothing but inchanting objects; only they 
are bounded by the little hills that incloſe the canal 
from Conſtantinople to the Black Sea. We muſt 


therefore content ourſelves with taking a view of 
theſe 
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theſe charming coaſts, for about half a league; where 
our ſight is again ſtopt by the windings of the B/ 
phorus ; when the hills of Europe and Aſia ſeem to 
join, and prevent the ſight's extending any farther. 

From Chalcedon one beholds that other part of 
the city, that reaches from the caſtle of the Seven 
Tower, to the point of the Seraglio; but this ſecond 
proſpect, though very fine, is not comparable to 
the firſt : * Tis true, the gardens of the Seraplio, part 
of which we diſcover, make us a little amends for 
the fight being bounded, both by the buildings of 
the city, and of that palace; which abſolutely con- 
ceal the harbour, and even all Galata. Tis true 
alſo, this fine creſcent, watered by the ſea, whoſe 
buildings form a ſecond amphitheatre, ſtrike one 
with admiration; nevertheleſs, one ſees only the 

upper edifices, the lower eſcape one's ſight. 

Io conclude, from the Boſphorus we diſcover all 
the level buildings of the Seraglio, which ſeem con- 
fuſed and ill contrived, together with the entrance 
into the harbour; but the eves are forced to ſtop 
there, and can go no farther, we muſt turn them to- 
wards Aſia and Europe, On the Aſian fide, mag- 
niti.ent gardens one above another, afford us an a- 
greeabie entertainment: But in Europe, the build- 
ings oblige you to bound your fight there. 

T have only entered upon - theſe particulars, to 
ſhow how much the authur of the memoirs, falſe- 
ly aſcribed to me, is miſtaken, when he ſays the 
principal proſpects from the old caſtle, (wherein he 
makes me refide, though it has been fallen to ruin 
ever ſince 1718,) were upon the ſea; upon large fer- 
tile fields, (which the multitude of fruit-trees, would 
induce one tg miſtake for a garden) upon Conſtan- 
tinople; and upon the harbour: Since from Chalce- . 
don, where I ſuppoſe he places my abode, one can 
ſee no farther of the fea, than to the tower of 
Leander, 9 Leander's 
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Leander's Tower is a rock, almoſt over againſt 
the point of the Seraglio, whereon a ſmall fortreſs is 
built; and, though it is ſurrounded on all fides by 
the briny waves of the Beſpborus, there is a ſpring 
therein of freſh water, which is the only one to be 
found at Conjtantinople, a particular that has eſ- 
caped many travellers, who have deſcribed this 
lovely country. | 

To return from whence I have digreſs'd, the 
point of the Seraglio and its buildings, abſolutely 
intercept the view of the harbour, and even of its 
mouth : And, in ſhort, I could*never obſerve any 
large plains, in the place where the ancient Chalce- 
don was fituated; there are only ſome gardens, 
moſt of them on a deſcent, becauſe all the paris ad- 
jacent to the canal and the Helleſpont, are border'd 
with little hills, at leaſt for ſix leagues beyond Con- 
ſtantinople, on the Afian fide; but, on the European, 
almoſt the whole country is one uninterrupted in- 
termixture of mountains and valleys, though in- 
deed yery fruitful, 

When we are at Conſtantinople, near the harbour, 
we ſee again another admirable amphitheatre; which 
is formed by Galata, Pera, Tophana, and in general 
by a prodigious number of houſes, and fine edifices, 
that extend from the bottom of the harbour, to 
over againſt the town of Scutari, near four 
leagues in length. Theſe are all thoſe lovely places, 
that are called the ſuburbs of Conſtantinople; ſo that 
including them with the city, tney are about fif- 
teen leagues in circumference; but Conſtantinople 
it ſelf, is at moſt but twenty [tal:an miles. 

The fine idea we form of Conſtantinople, when 
we firſt have a fight of it, is infinitely leſſen'd when 
we walk through it. I he ſtreets are narrow, the 
houſes wretchedly built, and without any regulari- 
ty; one muſt continually go up ſtairs and down; 

| Nevertheleſs, 
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Nevertheleſs, it can't be denied, that the ſtreet of 
Aarianople is very beautiful, both on account of its 
length and breadth, and becauſe of the fine houſes 
that adorn 1t in ſome places. All then, wherein 
the beauty of Conſtantinople confiſts, is in its de- 
lighttul fituation, and the admirable proſpects one 
there meets with: For, excepting the imperial 


moſques, the reſt of the city is only a confuſed 


heap of houſes, wi hout either order or architec- 
ture. It muſt be owned however, that theſe moſ- 
ques are admirable ſtruqtures; both for their large- 
neſs, and for the magnificent materials whereof they 
are buit, as well as for the portico's adjoining to 
them, 

The Turks were never eminent for architecture; 
but they had an excellent pattern in the church of 
St. Sophia, which they have endeavoured to imitate z 


and, though they hive not come up to that perfec- 
tion, we may venture to ſay, that the variety of 


fine marbles, and other uncommon ſtones, taken 
from the ruins of the antique Grecian monuments, 
which tney have joined together, form ſuch an odd 
aſſemblage of all the orders of architecture, that this 
variety pleaſes almoſt as much, as the magnificence 
and riches of theſe edifices. 

The minarets, or towers, with which they are 


flank'd, and which are raiſed to a prodigious height, 


in the form of pyramids or arrows, give them 
a certain ſurprizing air, which at firſt aſtoniſhes the 


mind, and then amuſes it agreeably: In ſome 


moſques one finds to the number of fix of theſe. It 
is from theſe minarets, they, who are appointed for 
that purpoſe, call the people to prayers; wherein 
they are inconceivably punctual. 

Though the peninſula, whereon Conſtanti- 


nople ſtands, has neither any freſh ſprings nor foun- 


tains, they have neverthelels, water in great 
| 12 plenty, 
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plenty. It is brought thither by ſix aqueducts, 


which are the works of the antient Komans; and, 


as I have already obſerved, that all the country, a- 
round Conſtantinople, is but a heap of little hills, it 
was neceſſary to dig through and arch above five 
hundred, in order to anſwer the aqueducts, which 
ſerve in a manner to unite theſe hills. Amongſt all 
theſe aqueducts, three are particularly diſtinguiſhed, 
which create the admiration of good judges, both 
for their loftineſs and for their architecture; but too 
many deſcriptions have already been given of them, 
for me to enter into a detail of them, which would 
not only ſeem tedious, but of no uſe. Galata, which 
is on the other ſide of the harbour, is a pretty large 
city, as ill built as Conſtantinople, and the ſtreets al- 
moſt alike: There is but one that is tolerable 3 and 
that is ſo ſteep, and has ſo many windings, that it can 
by no means be called handſome. Pera, which is its 
ſuburb, is on the ſummit of the hill, and conſiſts only 
of one ſingle ſtreet, ſadly paved, and over-run with 
filth, I believe they who are — with theſe 
parts, will eaſily judge, whether I, or the author of 
the memoirs, have given the juſteſt account there- 


of. 
In the city of Conſtantinople and its ſuburbs, 


there are reckon'd to be about two millions of ſouls; - 


which is ſufficient to ſhew it is one of the largeſt 
cities in Europe: Nevertheleſs, for all this prodipi- 
ous number of inhabitants, not one beggar is to be 
found there, except the Santons, who only live upon 
alms, through a falſe principle of virtue, and to 
make a ſhew of an extraordinary piety z notwith- 
ſtanding which they are not a jot themoreeſteemed. 
In effect, we may ſay in general, that theſe ſort of 
hermits ought to be looked upon, as the refuſe of 
the Mabometans; and, in a word, their lives are as 
frightful as their figure; and they have more the air 
of Bacchanals than of reaſonable creatures, 4 
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All the Turks, without exception, are extreamly 


Charitable; they relieve indifferently all the 


wretched, without having any regard, either to 
their religion, or their paſt miſconduct ; becauſe, as 
they alledge, a profligate may alter his courſe of 
life, and become a perfectly honeſt man. Their 
charity therefore obſerves no reſpect of perſons ; 
but it muſt alſo be owned, that they carry this reli- 
gious principle ſomewhat too far, They extend it 
not only to all rational creatures, but even to beaſts, 
and inanimate beings. | 
All the poor, who have need of relief, find it 
ſufficiently, every Friday, at the moſques, where 
bread, rice and money is diſtributed ; as alſo at the 
rivate houſes where they apply for it, and at cof- 
ee-houſes, founded for that purpoſe, where they 
may have coffee and tobacco, as much as they want, 
In every city there are places ſet apart for ſtrange 
merchants; where every one is admitted, and each 
may have a chamber to retire to, with clean ſtraw 
to lie upon, which great care is taken to ſhift every 


The Turks likewiſe endow places, for the recep- 
tion of dogs and cats, and other creatures that are 
caſt off. The butchers are ordered to feed every 
day a certain number. Several private perſons build 
Caravanſera's upon the roads, to lodge travellers, 
and their horſes; with conduits for freſh water, 
where there is always a little porringer, faſtened to 
a chain, for thoſe who are defirous to drink. 

In ſhort, we find ſome ſo weak, to pay a labourer, 
that he may take care every day, to water barren 
trees, left their dryneſs ſhould cauſe them to wi- 
ther and die. This is indeed a very miſtaken kind 
of charity; nevertheleſs, it ſufficiently proves, that 
the Mahometans are very far from being ſavage, 


cruel, and inhuman, 
In 
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In effect, if we conſider their manners without 
prejudice, it will be agreed, that all the inhabitants 
of Conſtantinople, which compoſe an aſſem of 
the univerſe in miniature, are in this ref; as 
much ſuperior to other nations, as the light of the 
fun ſurpaſſes that of the moon. Beſides, this regu- 
lar life is enforced by a wiſe and ſtrict civil govern- 
ment; the beſt cities in Chriftendom cannot 
boaſt of exceeding the Turks in this article. 

Fraud is there puniſh'd with ſa much rigour, that 
it is very rare any one ventures to over-reach an- 
other, either in merchandize of value, or in the moſt tri- 
fling commodity. Should a Turk have the impudence 
to diminiſh either the weight ormeaſure of any thing, 
not only all he had would be confiſcated, but he wou 
alſo be condemn'd to a ſevere baſtinadſÿP. 

Injuſtice, uſury, monopolies, and theff, are crimes, 
in a manner, unknown amongſt them: In a word, 
they diſcover ſo much probity in their dealings, ei- 
ther through a principle of conſcience, or for fear of 
2— that one is often obliged to admire their 

Ke the caſe is not the ſame with the Chriſtians 
that live amongſt the Turks, and eſpecially the Greeks ; 
who, notwithſtanding the chaltiſements they are 
made to ſuffer, tive in ſo licentious a manner, as 
ſullies the purity of Chriſtianity, As to the Franks, 
over whom the Turks have no juriſdiction, I ſhall 
obſerve a profound ſilence concerning them ; never- 
theleſs, one might be very merry, in treating upon 
this article; but I ſhall take care, not to allow myſelf 
to make too fre: with them: It would readily be be- 
lieved, I only criticized on their actions, through my 
hatred to the goſpel, which I am very wrongfully 
accuſed of having forſaken, Let us not harp, there- 
fore, upon that ſtring; it will not bear touching by 
me; rather let us 1 deſcription, by 3 
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Match af che Boſphorus of Thrace, whereof 1 have 
Ion ſaid but very little. i; 
*he Boſpborus begins at Conſt ant inople, aa edt 
15 15 Black Sea, formerly the Pontus Euxinus of 
the ancients; It is about ſeven Jeagues long, but is 
not equally broad every where; It is continually 
forming little bays and capes, in ſome places con- 
tract ing itſelf. am in orhers growing wider ; never 
theleſs, one may fix it's nartboweſb part at the breadth 
of:three quartms of a mile, and the wideſt, at that of 
a ſmall lcagur. It is every where incloſcd by little 
hills, moſt of them floping, upon the fides of 
which one ſces charming villages, magnificent 
houſes, and ſtately gardens; All theſe different 
places, are ſeparated from each other, by large 
open vineyards, planted with fruit- trees, and with 
laurel, and cypreſs, fig and olive-trees.. Which, 
joined to the; various colours of the uncultivated 
plants, and herbs, that are upon barren rocks, or neglect- 
ed places, and whoſe ſmell nevertheleſs is extremely 
feet and agreeable, form, both in Europe, and 
Aba, ſuch charming, and fo finely diverfify d am- 
phitheatres, thut one can hardly take off onc's eye: 
. trom ſuch inchanting landſcapes. 

From the Pontus Enxinus to Bukdera, that is, for 

ha a league, one can only fee the two laſt caſtles, that 
guard the entrance into the canal; and two old rv- 
ined towers, which are called the Toweps of Ovid, 
The two other caſtles - are about half way up th: 
-Boſphorus, or tour leagues from Conſftantinop!: 
Thus there are eight caſtles, to defend the two en- 
trances into the canal of Conſtantinople; four on the 
ſide of the Archipelago, and "_ on that of the 
Black Sea. ” 

The current of the Boſphorus'i is 0 rapid, chat one 
would think, the Black Sea muſt diminiſh conſidera- 
e nevertheleſs,-: the Helltſpont intermingles it's 
45 Watels 


Couxr BONNEYAL. 163 


waters but little with thoſe of that ſea z becauſe, as 
fiſt as it receives thoſe on the furface, a counter- 
current is form'd'at the Bottom, HNA Kärrjes 
am equal quantity into the Black Sag This Aland 
reflux, in this place, is eaſy to be Known, by 
nets of the fiſhermen, which become quite even, 
and will not fink. lower than five or ſix feet: Never- 
theleſs, for all this proof, awhich 1 have made diverſe 
times, I fancied a great quantity of the waters of 
the Black Sea emptied themſelves into the Helleſ- 


pont. For, thought wichin myſelf, one may ob- 


ferve almoſt the ſame rapidity, from ths ſtreights of 
Callipoli, almoſt to the iſle of Tenet, and it is 
certain, this prodigious quantity which runs out 
every day, would leave the ſea of Marmora dry, if 
ic did not receive freſh ſupplies from the Pontus 
Euxinus. But a learned Venèliùn his induced me 
to alter my opinion; and has given me a very plau- 


ſible reaſon for ſo doing. The Helle/pant, lays he. is 


not of a ſufficient extent, to be able to contain within 
it's boſom, all the brooks and ſmall rivers, that diſ- 
embogue themſclves into it; were it not to dil- 
charge them again, the iſle of Marmora, with all 
the others, would be overflow*d; becauſe this ſmall 
ſea is like a baſon, out of which the too copious 
ſupply of waters could not run, were it not for the 
ſtreights of Gallipoli; ſo that one cannot tanclude, that 
the current which Teigns, ſrom theſe ſtreightg to the 
White Sea, is fotm'd of the waters of the Pontus 
Euxinus, but rather of the ſuperfluity of thoſe of the 
Helleſpont ; for this current is not quite fo rapid at 
the Dardanelles, as in the Bulbbahts whereas, ie 
muſt be much more violent, to be able to difembogae 
all thoſe of the Black Sea, together with the others 
it receives from the Helleſpont. 

END of ihe Second Part. 
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PART III. 
Sequel of the Story of Count BoNNeval. 


HE Spahi”s, who compoſed my con- 

voy, or my guard, being divided into i 

two bodies, I ſet out myſelf at the head 

of the firſt, leaving the other with my Il © 

equipage, in order to arrive the ſooner at Burſa, ; 
n 


* 


and bathe in the hot baths, that are in the neigh- 
bourhood of that city. After ſtaying there eight 
days, we purſued our march, without interruption, t 
as far as Aleppo; and, as my inſtructions were, to 
=. make an exact enquiry into the conduct of the Baſa © 
i of Damaſcus, I ſtaid there for a month. f 
5 Having 
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of all I had been able to diſcover, I thought myſelf 
bound in charity, before my ſending it away to the 
Porte, to uſe my utmoſt endeavours, to fave that 
governor from the ruin, into which he was on the 

int of falling; for the accuſations brought againſt 
En ſeem'd to me ſo weighty, that his life was in 
imminent danger. I went on then to Tripoli in S- 
ria, where this Baſſa waited for me, with a reſtleſs 
impatience: His conſcience, which would not ſuffer 
him, to be at all eaſy, made him apprehenſive, that 
had orders to ſecure him; and he knew himſelf 
unable to reſiſt me, having but few troops, and 


WH . 


thoſe ſo diſcontented, that they ſeemed no ways in- 


clined to ſupport him; beſides which, the inhabi- 

| tants of that city abhorr'd him, and thirſted only 
a after his death or diſgrace. 

His civilities to me, ſeem'd to be not without de- 

— I gn; he had entertained ſome notions within him- 

ſelf, which were ng leſs, than to draw me into the 

ſame crooked labyrinth, wherein he had engaged 


but coo far himſelf: This I was ſecretly apprized 


I. Jof, by an Officer of the Spabi's, who had enter'd 

into a diſcourſe, with one of the Baſſa's principal 
confidants, upon this head. 23 

Good manners, and an open eaſy behaviour, 
may ſupply the place of thoſe accompliſhments we 
ad want; this may ſoften, what is ſhocking, in plain 
ny I truth, and diſguſting in remonſtrances4 this may alſo 
fa, diſguiſe the deformity of actions, and deprive them 
of all that is likely to alarm ſelf-tove. Our out- 
ut ward carriage and appearance, is what firſt ſtrikes 
thoſe, who are not acquainted with us; and this firſt 
to impreſſion, gives them ſuch a notion of us, as either 
e eſtranges them from us, or prepoſſeſſes them in our 


favour. 
| M 3 Such 


Having there drawn up a circumſtantial memorial 
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Such was the caſe, between this Baſſa and me, 
My manner of'tr eating him, with the care and cir 
cumſpection 1 made uſe of, in repreſenting to him 
the ſuſpicions his unadviſed conduct had raiſed in 


_ the Sublime Porte, my perſon, rank, and figure, 


with that certain I-know-not-what, which has al- 
ways gained me the love and eſteem of thoſe, whom 
T'yas willing or deſirous to ſerve, induced him to 
confeſs to me ingenuouſly, the injuries he pretended 
to have received from the Q!toman court; which 
had induced himi to enter into ſome engagements, with 


* 


the Check of the Arabs. et | 


Having thus done, he try'd all manner of means 
to perſuade me to eſpouſe his quarrel; and, as he was 


perfectly well acquainted, with the envy and hatredof 


the Ara of the Farizari's to me, he inſinuated to me, 
in an indirect manner, that this officer had defired 
my preſent command to be con fer d on me, merely in 
Hopes I ſhould never return; becauſe, being little 
accuſtomed to the incenſe heats of thoſe ſcorching 
mes, it would be almoſt impoſſible for me not to 
nk under them. Beſides, who! knows, continued 
Whether the enemies have hot bribed ſome of 
your retinue, either to poiſon or aſſaſſinatt you; for 
envy and Jealouſy are dreadful paſſions, which era. 
dicate every ſced of probity. At laſt, finding that 
what hie ſrid jnatle no manner 'of-impreffion on me, 
He fell, all on à ſudden, into a profound Reſverie; 
After which he cry'd out ? What can Ido? Already 
the Sublime Pie ate fo much prepoſſeſſed againſt 
me, chat they never will pardon me; and ſooner ot 


4 


later I ſhall be made a ſacrifice thereto. 


i You ate miſtaken, B-ſa,'anſwer'd I; moſt things 


are". only great or little, according as we our- 
ſelves make them. Our imagination magnifies or 
lefſens them, according as we intereſt ourſelves 
tacrein, and ſucceſs is what always ſtamps — 
= | — : ue 
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jue,, upon them. If an undertakings is-proſperoys; 
the 4. are highly extolled; if unſortunate, they 
are look'd upon either as weak and toolith, or as 
raſh and unadviſed. The contmoatindolttncep*and 
inaction, herein you live, is difagreeable to you; 
you want you ſay, to have, your ups and: dowtl$'s 
but take care fortune dots not comply even too mack 
in this reſpect with your deſires. 

Be ruled then by me, Baſſa, return to ver- due! 
{ am well aſſured the Sallan will baniſh from his 


mind all prejudices agaiaft yu: The memorials I 


will ſend ſhall be in your favour , I would rather 
run the hazard of creating myſelf powerful enemies, 
in order to ſave you, than to have you be one your- 
ſelf; for I will leave nothing undone, to reduce the 
Check ;, and ſhould you forget yourſelf ſo far, as to 
afford him any aſſiſtance, be aſſured Iwill either 
have your life, or you ſhall have mine. Be not 
then either ungrateful, or inſenſible of my friend- 
ſhip, and I vow it to you from this inſtant; and pro- 
vided you will break off all correſpondence with. the 
Check, and will endeayour ral makę ſatisfaction for 
thoſe grievous. acts of injultice, you have been 
guilty of in your government;. be _ Aye and 
be aſſured of your pardon-. 

In effect, I was fully perſuaded; 1 ſhould oben 
this without any difficulty, Ac hmet having promiſed 
it me beforehand z becauſe he'foreſaw; that, in-cafe 
of a revolution, it would be no Ira matter far him 
to form a powerful party. provided tliis/ N was 
in his intereſts; and that he: might then eaſtiy unite. 
his forces, with choſe of the Beſſu of Egyp! 3- ſo that 


he might retire in ſafety cither into Svria, or ta 


Grund Cairo, in order to make a diverſion; which 
might prove to his advantage: The Baſſa ſutferꝰ 
nimſelf to be prevailed on by my reaſons, whereupon 
3 > M 4 N * 
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I ſent a favourable account of him to the Por/e, and 
he was pardoned. 
This important affair being ended, I embark'd at 
Tripoli for Damieta ; from whence 1 proceeded on 
to Suez. This road is extremely rugged and fa- 
tiguing; and one muſt be endued with extraordi- 
mary courage, to bear up under the exceſſive heats, 
with which this country 1s in a manner parched up, I 
can compare 1t to nothing better than to thoſe flames 
of Purgatory, which the Romiſb monks and friars 
paint out with ſo much energy; and it is very cer- 
tain, could I have exempted myſelf, by money, 
from undergoing the intenſe heats of this clime, 
as thoſe worthy-gentlemen pretend may be done in 
the other caſe, I ſhould have given a conſiderable 
Jum for that purpoſe. But, as the burning ſands, 
and ſcorching ſun-beams of Arabia are real, the 
flames of Purgatory are only imaginary, and meer 


human inventions, I was obliged to ſubmit to their 


utmoſt violence. 

After having reſted myſelf two or three days at 
Sucz, I review'd all the troops that were there 
drawn together; and, it muſt be confeſsd, I fe 
into a great conſternation, when, inſtead of 
ſoldiers, I ſaw only a company of miſerable wretches, 
\ almoſt naked, and without any other arms than their 
ſcymitars. What am I to do with theſe poor crea- 
me. ſaid I to the Spabi c, who were appointed for 

guard? How is it poſſible to govern, and 
— ſuch ſoldiers, in a deſart country, where 
one cannot find any thing, that is neceſſary for the 
ſubſiſtence of an army? Hereupon, having called 
together the officers of the Spahi*s, I acquainted 


them with a ſcheme 1 had formed, which ſeem'd to 


me the only one that was practicable, for the exe- 
cution of my deſign. | | 


This 
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This was, to chuſe out, from amongſt this con- 
fuſed multitude, a ſmall company of the youngeſt 
and moſt vigorous, to teach them the exerciſe after 
the European manner, and to write to the Baſſa of 
Grand Cairo, for a ſupply of what arms were re- 
quiſite, They all agreed, this was the only courſe, 
that could be taken, for our ſecurity, in the 
midſt of theſe defarts; Accordingly, I picked out 
about eight hundred infantry, with near a thouſand 
cavalry, and ſent away all the reſt. I kept alſo all 
the camels, and other beaſts of burthen, with what- 
ever in general was neceſſary, for the carriage of our 
proviſion and baggage; inſomuch, that I reduced 
my army to three thouſand and ſome few hundreds, 
all young, vigorous, and Mabometans; being ap- 
prehenſive of ſome treachery from the others, and 
eſpecially from the Greets and Arabs. | 

After having diſpatch'd fifty of the principal Spa- 
his to Grand Cairo, I began to ſet about diſci- 
plining my ſmall body of forces; wherein I was 
greatly aſſiſted by my two Si, and the eight Ger- 
mans, preſented me by the Grand Seignior : T 
had all ſerved in the army, and were perfectly well 
inſtructed in the military art. I made the two Swiſs 
my lieutenant- generals; one commanded the horſe, 
and the other the foot; and, as to the Germans, 
they were promoted to the rank of colonels, and 
were to act indifferently in either Corps: Accord- 


ingly, they took care to teach them all their exer- 


cile, and I reſerved only the training up the Spah!'s 
to myſelf, At the end of fix months, I found, 


with a ſenſible pleaſure, that iny little army were 


capable of fully performing their duty ; and had 
the farther ſatisfaction, to receive, from the Baſſa 
of Grand Cairo, all I had demanded; to which he 
had even added fix ſmall cannon, that might eaſily 
be carried on the backs of camels. 


My 
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My men being now well arm'd, and -Provi- 
ded of proviſion for neat two months, I prepared 
myſelf for a march ; which was to be along the coaſts 
of Ye Reda*Sea, fo famous in ſacred ay but 
before I proceed, with the relation of this expedition, 
it may not be improper, to give my readers ſome 
notion of my nears, namely, of Arabia Pe. 
?rea, or the Sony, call'd' by the Turks, Daſcalik 
Arabiſtan, which is the moſt Vaſtern of the three 
Arabia's ;* the other two being Arabia Felix, or the 
Happy ; and Arabia Deſerta, or the Deſart. 

Arabia Petræa, then, is bounded on the North 
by Paleſtine, or the Holy Land, and by a part of 
Hria; on the Eaſt by Arabia Deſerta, and part 
of Arabia Felix, which alſo terminates its extent on 
the South: It runs along the Red Sea, inclining to- 
wards Egypt. Its Northern part, which is full of 
rocks and mountains, is but little inhabited, on ac- 
count of its barrenneſs; but its Southern Parts are 
fruitful, and pretty well peopled : Its principal ci- 
ties are Buſareth, Crac, Mecta, and Medina; and 
Petra, from whence it derives its name, is its capi- 
tal. However, this city, which is ſituated towards 
the Dead Sea, was not to be the ſeat of my go- 
vernment ; for I had orders to reſide at Crac, that I 
might be at hand, to oppoſe the incurſions and ra- 
vages of the Check, who had retired to ſome, moun- | 
tains, not far from this _ 

It muſt be obſerved here, that, notwithſtanding, the 
Turks are, in ſome meaſure, ſovereigns of the three 
Arabia's, they are only poſſeſſed of the North part 
of Arabia Petræa; the other being ſubject to their 
own Checks or Emirs ; z Who are. tributary to the 
Grand Seiguior, almoſt in the ſame manner as the 
republick of Algier. But, as the O/toman. Porte 
were then greatly qiſmtisfied with theſe petty 
princes, had orders to make myſelf maſter ors 

their 
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their ſovereignties, except thoſe of Mecca and Me- 


dina ; which order T executed, with ſo much vigi- 


Janice and expedition, that, in leſs than a year, they- 
acknowledg'd no other power than the Sultan, 
— Arabia Petræa. 

Having continued my march then, along the Red 
Sea, for eight days, I found my ſelf obhged to remove 
from thence, by an accident, which was very near 
deſtroying my whole little army in the {pace of an 
hour. 

One evening, having diſcover'd a plain of very 
firm ſand, and border'd with ſome ſhady trees, I 
reſolved to encamp, and paſs the night there. But 
ſcarce had we enjoy'd two or three hours reſt, when 
the centinels began to cry out, with the utmoſt yes 
hemence, telling us, that the ſea flow'd in upon our 
rents with the greateſt impetuoſity. © Nevertheleſs, I 
gave ſuch good orders, on this occaſion, that I loſt 
only five or ſix camels, which were carried away 
by the waves. I had not confidered,” that the Red 
Se, being a very narrow, though deep, gulph or 
bay, the ocean flows into it with ſuch extreme rapi- 
dity, that it ſwells and increaſes prodigiouſly ; and 
confequently, when it ebbs, it abandons the "ſhore; 
and leaves a large extent of ground quite dry. Fhe 
want of rellecting on this, was near coſting me my 
life, together with the loſs of all my ſmall body of 
forces; for I was atrack'd, within to days after, by 
the Check, who would not have failed raking advan- 
tage of this diſaſter, had it been more conſiderable. 

In ſhort, Redi Kourdac, (for ſo was the rebel- 
nous Co:ct called) being informed that the Perte 
had ſent troops againſt him, had gather'd together 
all his forces, to ſceure himſelf from this impend- 
ing danger. This fort of ſovereign had been poſ- 
ſeſsd of a ſmall, but very agreeable, country, lying 
bem Medirs and Crae ; bot, not ſubmitting to 
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pay the annual tribute, required. of him by. the 
Parte, orders had been given, to the Emir of 
Mecca, to ſeize upon his dominions ; which had 
been done accordingly. 

The Check then, full of fury, no longer kept any 
meaſures ; he retired into the mountains, in the 
Northern part of Arabia Petrea, where he drew 
together ſome Bandz1ti, at the head of whom, he 
laid waſte the city of Petra, with ſeveral villages of 
the Holy Land. By little and little, he formed a 
fort of army, of about eighteen thouſand men; who, 
for about two years, had been guilty of unparallel'd 
"Uiſorders: Not a caravan could eſcape his fury; 
and he maſſacred, without pity, all Mahometans, 
who fell into his clutches, without having the leaſt 
regard, either to their rank or character. 

I T had diſpoſed my little body into ſeveral parties; 
the baggage was guarded by rwo hundred foot, and 
a hundred horſe ; whilſt the reſt of the cavalry, and 
infantry, march'd in battalions and ſquadrons ; My 
Spabi's formed a ſquare battalion, in the center of 
which I was myſelf, that I might be at hand, to 
diſpatch them every where with the neceſſary orders 
I had alfo detached two troops to bring in intelli- 
nce. | 
Lebe day whereon I was attack'd, Redi Kourdac, 
being informed of my march by ſome Arabs, whom 
I had diſmiſg'd, was deſirous of taking à view of 
my forces: Already had he kept by the ſide of me 
for near a week, and I was ignorant of it; for, as 
he was perfectly well acquainted with the country, 
he only march'd in the night. He was not ſuffi- 
ciently apprized of the number of my troops, to 
venture to attack me in the plains z but as ſoon as I 
had approach'd ſome mountains, he advanced with 
a conſiderable body of cavalry, upon a riſing ground, 
from whence he had a full fight of my little army 
; | d whereupon, 
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whereupon, finding me no better attended, he fan- 


cied it would be very cafy utterly to defeat me. 


As ſoon as ſome ſcouts had brought me word of 


the enemy's approach, I prepared myſelf for an en- 


gagement; and drew up my troops after the Euro- 
pean manner: And two priſoners, whom the Spabr's 


took, having informed me, that, in his whole army, 


conſiſting of twenty - four thouſand men, he had not 
above two hundred that had fire- arms, I enjoyned 
my troops, not to make uſe of their ſcymitars, un- 
leſs in cafe of neceſſity. I then formed two batte- 
ries of my fix pieces of cannon, and ſurrounded 
part of my camp with ditches of ſand ; the other 

art being ſecured from any attack, by a ſteep and 
inacceſſible rock; ſo that I expected my enemy, 
with great ſatisfaction, who appeared about an 
hour before ſun- ſet. 

The impetuoſity with which theſe wretches ruſh'd 
on, when they attacked my troops, far from difmaying 
them, only increaſed their courage, being fully al- 
ſured, their pretended bravery would ſoon be conſi- 
derably abated : And, in effect, ſcarce had they 
made two diſcharges of their fire-arms, before theene- 
my diſperſed themſelves in an inſtant, and fled towards 
the mountains. I had before ſent two ſquadrons to 
a narrow paſſage, through which I foreſaw they 
would take their flight, in caſe they were beaten ; 


and what I had foreſeen came to paſs, Redi Kour- _ 


aac, being no longer able to rally his troops, who 
wereterribly frighten'd by the cannon and ſmall-arms, 
endeavoured to make his eſcape through this place, 
at the head of two thouſand of his men ; where- 
upon, the two ſquadrons fired upon them ſo juſtly, 
and ſo ſeaſonably, that they killed a great number; 
and I, flying to ſupport them, atthe head of my Spa- 
bis, we made a horrible ſlaughter of them. I had 
ordered them to ſpare the Check, to the end he 

might 
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might be. taken, alive; and as it was pretty 5 

diſtinguiſh him, the Sig, ho commandech, = 
_ cavalry, opened. himſelf a paſſage to him, kill'd his 
' horſe with a piſtol-fhor, and cut off his right arm, 
Gb a n of his . ſo that he was Oper. 


„ 


not 0 Gy the exceſſive heats, but for want of 
890d ſuſtenance. Ic is true, I had a pretty plentiful 

ore of wine and fowls; and there were abundance 
of cattle in this country, though barren; but then 
we wanted fuel to dreſs the victuals, and the wine 
and water were ſo hot, it was impoſſible to quench 
one's thirſt; ſo that my only ſupport was a ew. biſ 
cuits, dipt in this burning wine. 

However, after this victory, we arrived at a 
mountain, where we found a ſpring of water, and 
ſome buſhes to dreſs our victuals; but I was till 
near twenty days, before 1 reach'd Crac. This 
painful march greatly diſordered my health; and an 
acute fever, with which I had been afflicted near 
three weeks, quite exhauſted my ſtrength 3 inſo- 
much, that it coſt me almoſt ſix months, to recover 
entirely of the fatigue of chis expedition, and of my 
illneſs. 

Mean while, the Check my priſoner, notwith- 


Rtanding the good uſage J had order ro be fhewn 


him, having endeavoured divers times to make his 
eſcape ;. and having try'd a thouſand ways, to bribe 
ſome of the Spabis, whom I had appointed for his 
guards; I reſolved to rid my hands of him, by 
ſending him to the Emir of Medina; who had him 
convey d to Conſtantinople, where he was ſtrangled. 
This done, I employ'd myſclt wholly, whilſt 1 was 


upon my recovery, to _ good order in the city 
- of 
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of Crac, and all the country under my government, 
where unparallePd rapine was daily. practiſed, apd 
where the groſs ignorance of the people, prevented 
one's knowing what God they adored, . or What reli- 
ne, .;. ab ww re 
The Turks, too far from the Parte to obſerve 
any meaſures, had made the Chriſtians ſlaves; and 
the latter, poorly inſtructed in the principles of their 
religion, confounded the worſhip of the true God, 
with the moſt horrible ſuperſtitions. The manners, 
both of the one and the ocher, ſeem*d yet more cor- 
rupted ; and, I muſt own, I was greatly moved at 
the melancholy condition, wherein 1 found them. 
This induced me to labour, without intermiſſion, to 
root out, from amongſt the former, their acts of 
injuſtice, robberies, maſſacres, and cruelties; and 
to baniſh from the latter thoſe groſs vices, whereof 
they made no ſcruple. 51 3 

Being perſuaded, that there always remain, in the 
breaſt of every man, ſome traces of. light and rea- 
fon, which enable them to diſcern the common 
rules of juſtice and equity, I awaken'd in them the 
authority of that tacit law, that is imprinted in the 
heart; in order to engage them to conſider it ſo 
far, as to regulate thereby all their actions, and to con- 
demn and abhor all crimes. For heaven has en- 
graved in every ſoul this kind of knowledge, toge- 


ther with the love of juſtice ; but, as I was alſo con- 


vinced, that reaſon alone is not ſufficient, to inſtruct 
us in the laws of nature; and that they do not occur 
to the thoughts of every one, 1 cauſed ſome edicts ta 
be publiſh'd, containing only the notions common 
to all men, and conformable to what meer nature 
kas taught them. | 

Herein ] laid it down as a fundamental principle, 


that man is deſtined for ſociety z that the continual 


neceſſitics 
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neceſſities of life ſubject them to each other, and that 
therefote they ought mutually to help one another, 
That each of them being members of the fame body, 
are obliged ts labour for its preſervation, and not 
to undertake any thing, which may interrupt the 
harmony, or diſturb the tranquillity thereof; in 
ſhort, that this obligation includes a ſubmiſſion and 
- obedience to thoſe, who are eſtabliſh'd for the main- 
tenance of this harmony and tranquillity, which was 
what mankind aimed at, in uniting themſelves into 
one ſociety; but then again, on the other hand, 
that they who are appointed to govern others, ought 
to act according to natural order and equity, without 
which, the judge and magiſtrate degenerate into ty- 
rants, and the people into ſavages, whom fear diſ- 
guſts and provokes, and frequently renders more 
like wild beaſts, than human creatures. 

After having publiſh'd theſe edits, I nomitiated 
other judges, leſs tardy than the former, and cauſed 
ſuch ſtri& juſtice to be obſerved, that, in a ſhort 
time the'roads were free from robbers, and the tra- 
vellers ſafe from inſults: And as there is nothing will 
more effectually civilize men, than the good that is 
done them, or that which they hope for, my diſin- 
tereſted conduct inſpired them with ſo much love 
for me, that all of them obey'd me, rather out of 
affection than duty. I ſeized therefore judiciouſly 
this opportunity, to incite them to the practice of 
the moral virtues, from the principles of reaſon, and 
the light of nature, which teaches mankind to be 
ſincere in their words, juſt to their promiſes, equi- 
- table in their proceedings, and conformable in every 
thing to juſtice, not ſo much through fear of pu- 
niſhmept, as through their own inclinations. 

I would not conſtrain any one upon the head of 
religion; live and die who will, ſaid I, in Mabo. 
. meti/m, or in the Chriſtian faith; but I declare, 1 

| W 
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will own none but thoſe for my ſubjects, and my 
friends, who will ſincerely renounce all vice, in- 
juſtice, robberies and murthers, and will apply 
them ſelves to lead a regular and virtuous life. None 
but thoſe, who will ſhew humanity, compaſſion and 
charity one to another 3 who will be of a mild, hu- 
mane, beneficent temper, and will ſupply the poor 
with a ſufficiency to deliver them from want and 
miſery ; let ſuch as theſe, ſaid I, be aſſured of my 
entire protection and eſteem; nay, I will exempt them 
from all the dutics, ro which I may become en- 
ticled, By this means, I found myſelf, in a ſhort 
time, reverenced and dreaded by the Mabometans, 
and adored, in a manner, by the Chriſtians. 
A coverous man would have taken advantage of 
ſo general a ſubmiſſion, for the increaſe of his for- 
tune and ſubſtance; but, on the contrary, I can 


truly affirm, I made uſe of it only for the happineſs _ 


of the people. I had recourſe to ſeverity, to reſtrain 
the haughtineſs of the great, and the infolence of 
the meaner ſort; to get a ſubſiſtence for the poor, 
at the expence of the rich; to ſubje the wealthy 
Imans, with the Chriſtian eccleſiaſticks and monks, 
to an honeſt labour, in order to reduce them to an 
edify ing and middling ſtation, more becoming their 
proteflion than the luxurious and ſoft opulence 
wherein they lived. They gave the lye too much 
to the precepts of their holy religion, by their irre- 
gular and, licentious behaviour. ny | 

[ enadted laws likewiſe againſt my own authority, 
to prevent my {clf-intereſted or cruel ſucceſſors, 
om making an ill uſe of their power: Being per- 
ded, that a prudent legiſtator ought to foreſee 
What ill a ae may be put upon his laws, I 
crew up clear and exact explanations of them, in 
order to ohviate thoſe inevitable miſchiefs, that equi- 
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vocal expreſſions might have produced: In a word, 
my moderation render*d me an abſolute ſovereign, 

The inhabitants of Crac, ſtruck with my mild 
government, and difintereſted behaviour, make the 

ficies continually reſound with their praiſes and bleſ- 
ſings. Every one ſtrove who fhould be firſt, in 
ſupplying my houſe with whatever was moſt rare 
exquifite, Every one wrote commendations 
of me, to thoſe who were abfent, and made them 
the ſubject of his diſcourſe, in his family, or a- 
mongſt his friends and neighbours; ſo that people 
flock'd, from the moſt remote places, to bring me 
their offerings of ſuch things, as they ſuppoſed 1 had 
not. 

Whilſt ] was thus employing myſelf, in all the 
duties of a good and prudent governor, I heard, 
with a great deal of grief, that my two faithful Swiſs, 
whom I had detach'd with my ſmall army, to make 
themſelves maſters of all the country, as far as the 
neighbourhood of Medina, had unfortunately fallen 
into an ambuſcade of Arabs, formed out of the re- 
mains of the Chec#*s troops; and that, after a bloody 
engagement, wherein they had loft two hundred 
men, they were on their return to Crac. This un- 
foreſeen news determined me to ſet out and join 
them, in order to quite extirpate the reſt of thoſe 
Banditti. 

My health was ſtill but precarious, however I ex- 
erted all my ſtrength, and put myſelf at the head of 
my brave Spabi's, with two hundred Turkifþ horſe, 
whom I had cauſed ro be diſciplined like the reſt, 
This reinforcement gave freſh courage to my, army; 
inſomuch, that, for the ſpace of four months, | 
harraſſed thoſe wretches with ſo much vigilance, 
purſuing them from rock to rock, that at laſt | 
wholly exterminated them. 1 
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We made, in this expedition, about a thouſand 
priſoners 3 amongſt which were found ſix Chriſtians, 
five Germans, and one who called himſelf a Mal- 
ee. This latter ſeemed to me well made, and of a 
good mien, bur I did not take much notice of him 
juſt at that time; however, I retained them all in 
my ſervice, in order to increaſe the number of my 
domeſticks: Theſe fix men, who had accompanied 
their maſter, who was going on a pilgrimage to 
Mecca, had been made priſoners by theſe Arabs. 

Already had I been two years abſent from Con- 
ftantinople, without having received any news, either 
from the Porte, the Sultan, or any of my friends; this 
filence ſeemed to me to forebode me ſome ill, The 
more I reflected thereon, the more my alarms in- 
creaſed ; infomuch that, inſenſibly, they robb'd me 
entirely of my repoſe; and I began to be apprehen- 
five, that the fatal revolution, which the Kain ata: 
had forexold me, was at Jaft come to paſs. This 
my uneaſineſs, together with the remembrance of 
my dear wife, which never forſook me, but at ſhort 
intervals, reduced me to a condition it would be 
difficult to deſcribe. 

One morning, after having had a cruel night, I 
got up at four of clock, and went down into my 
garden, there to indulge my gloomy thoughts, 
imagining that all my ſervants were buried in a pro- 
found ſlecp; and as I was there walking up and 
down, with a pace, that ſufficiently diſcovered the 
zwitztion of my mind, one of the Chriſtian pri- 
ſoncrs, who had been in my houſe about two or 
three days, accoſts me all on a ſudden Quite loſt in 
thought I never perceived him before ine; but his 
unexpected ſpeech ſoon brought me to my ſenſes. 

* Above an hour, faid this ftranger, in very 
good French, have I been obſerving you, O! il- 
uſtrjous and generous Boſſa ; you ferm to me full 
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of grief, uneaſineſs, and melancholy z may pre- 

« ſume to take the liberty, of aſking whether you 

are really Count Bonneval ? A ſlave aſſured me 
« yeſterday, that you were, and that is a name [ 
I am very well acquainted with. Why do you 
* aſk me that queſtion, cry'd I, interrupting him 
« mildly ? © Becauſe, my lord, anſwer'd he, in that 
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15 © caſe, I have ſomewhat of importance to commu- 
. * nicate to you: I am a man of family; and you 
of may rely upon what I ſhall declare to you. 


Was it never your fortune, to marry a young 
lady of great beauty at Venice? At leaft ſh: 
gave herſc]f out to be your ſpouſe; it is now about 
© two years ſince I ſaw her at Malta.“ It may be 
eaſily judged, by what I have related of the charm- 

| ing Salviati, what effect theſe words produced within 
1 my breaſt ; whereupon, the ſlave, having remarked 
7 the great impreſſion they had made upon me, ſoon 
0 imagined the truth, * I find, continued he, your 
* mind 1s highly perplexed, nevertheleſs, you ought 
to make yourſelf eaſy; the pleaſing hope, of ſoon be- 
holding her again, cannot be vain, Already, 
before my departure from that iſland, the grand 
maſter had taken her under his protection, and 
had promiſed to have her ſafely conveyed to Ve- 
nice. I never ſaw her but once, though I am 
ſomewhat related to her; becauſe I was obliged to 
go on board a galley, that was ordered to cruiſe 
about the neighbourhood of Cyprus; but I was 
unfortunately attack'd and taken, about thirteen 
months ago, by ſix gallies belonging to Egypt. 
I was ſold to a rich merchant of Cairo, who, al- 
molt at the {ame time, undertook a pilgrimage to 
Mecra; and, as he had but twenty horſe, two 
thouſand Arabs eaſily made us their prey, and cut 
the throat of my maſter, with all the Mavometans, 


only ſparing me, becauſe I was a Chriſtian.” WE 
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« O! dear ſtranger, cry'd J, your ſtory is ſome- , 


what too conciſe; give me I conjure you, a more 
: circumſtantial] account of that lady whom you 
left at Malta, Yes, I am the unfortunate and 
: wretched Count Bonneval, and the charming Sal- 
« viati is my lawful wife. What chance could 
* carry her to Maia? Diſpel, if you can, the 
gloomy thoughts that prey upon me. Have you 
never heard any thing concerning that unhappy 
fair one? Whither can ſhe be fled for refuge? 
What can become of her ? 
Count, anſwer'd the ſlave, all I can tell you, 
* is, that her prudent and exemplary behaviour 
gained her illuſtrious protectors, againſt the ty- 
m. rtanny of che commander, who took the galley, 
thi fitted out by the Baſſa of Negropont, to carry her 
ka Conſtantinople, where I believe ſhe may even 
* now actually be. The Chevalier de Souvre, a 
young French gentleman. of approved merit, was 
eh. appointed to command the galley wherein ſhe was 
© toembark ; and that Chevalier is a man of too much 


be- 

dy honour, to fail of conveying her ro ſome place of 
4 4 , ſafety, where ſhe may be ſecure from her ene- 

* mies: I know nothing more of her. As for my- 
7. ſelf, my name is Juſtiniani; Jam nearly related 

118 the illuſtrious family of the Cornaro's; believ- 

ing my extraction would induce you to ſhew me 
£2 oy fome regard, I reſolved upon unboſoming myſelf 

to you; for, notwithſtanding your having re- 


* oy nounced Chriftiznity, I fancy you have Rill a 
* * Chriſtian ſoul, and a French heart. Oh ! That ſoul 
and that heart, have given me great hopes, 
ve hy and I am almoſt certain of being ſoon ſet at li- 

| * berty! | 
6+ « Doubt it not, Chevalier, anſwer'd I, I break 
* your chains this inſtant; you ſhall no Jonger be 
OF ſlave, but my ſincere friend. I have too 
f 1 many 
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many obligations to the family of the Cornarou, 
to whom you are related, to be wanting in grati- 
tude. I offer you my purſe, my table ; and, in 
genera], every thing you have need of, till my 
return to Conſtantinople, where I will procure you 
a paſſage to Malta. But, alas! I know not 
whether ever I ſhall again behold that city; not 
having had the leaſt news for theſe two years, 
either from the Porte, or from Sultan Achmet, 
who honoured me with the moſt diſtinguiſhing 
marks of his favour : And this ſurprizing ſilence, 
with the thoughts of my dear Falviati, cauſe all my 
apprehenſions, and uneaſfinels.* 

* How ! Count, cry'd Juſtiniani, why this diſcourſe 
t aſtoniſhes me! What, are you not inform'd of 
the revolution that has happened at the Porte? 
© Sultan Achmet has been dethroned, and his bro- 
< ther Soliman put in his place. This is what I 
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© heard from my maſter, who fearing a ſedition at 
© Grand Cairo, ſet out on a ſudden for Mecca.” 


* Ah! Chevalier, ſaid I, of what ſtrange news, do 
you inform me? Much I ſear the fall of Acb- 
met will prove the fore-runner of my ruin.“ 

In effect, my conſternation, on hearing this, was 


exceſſive; and, in a word, ic brought again upon 


me ſo profound a melancholy, that I remained for 


near a month in a kind of ſtupefaction: Neverthe- 


leſs, Fuſt niani, who never left me, after the day 
we had this converſation, diſpell'd by little and Jit- 
tle the deep melancholy that oppreſſed me; and 
even obliged me, by his prudent counſels, to labour 
after my own ſafety : In ſhort, being impatient to 
be apprized of all the particulars of this revolution, 
that had precipitated Achmet from the throne, and, 
beirg well aſſured the Check of Mecca was not igno- 
rant of any one circumſtance relating thereto, ! 
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diſpatch'd two Spabi's thither with a letter, de- 
firing he would ſend me an account thereof. 

At the end of two months, I ſaw them return, 
with joy in their looks, which ſeem'd to preſage 
ſome good; and, in effect, the Check not only in- 
formed me of all the circumſtances of the revolu- 
uon, but alſo of the ſpeedy re-eſtabliſhment of Ach- 
met upon the throne; concluding his letter with an 
invitation to viſit the tomb of the Holy Prophet, 
and thank him for his ſingular favour, in having 
choſen me into the number of True Believers; add- 
ing alſo, that, as I muſt be convinced, I ſhould 
ſoon be remanded to the Porte, this duty was indiſ- 
penſible, it being abſolutely neceſſary, we ſhould 
have a conference together about the affairs re- 
lating to my government. ; 

This laſt reaſon perſuaded me more than any 
devorion to the prophet; becauſe it was indeed re- 
quiſite, to diſpoſe things in ſuch a manner, that 
the little ſovereignties, whereof I had made myſelf 


maſter, might be ſecured from inſults, and from all 
- attempts of their former lords, who would not fail 


to uſe their utmoſt endeayours again to recover 
them. | | 
Being then determined to take a trip to Mecca, 
I prepared every thing needful for that journey, for 
which I allotted two months only, being afraid a 
longer abſence might delay my return to Conſtanti- 
nople, to which I hoped daily to be recalled, Every 
thing being in readineſs, I formed only a ſmall fly- 
ing camp of four hundred horſe, in order te make 
the longer marches, and took only what was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary; giving the command of this de- 
tachment to Juſtiniani and one of the Swiſs; and 
leaving one of the Swiſs at Crac, to ſupply my 
lace in the mean time: In ſhort, this done, we 
made the beſt of our way to Medina. 
N4- * Tis 
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Tis a vulgar error, to imagine that no Chriſtian 
dare enter Mecca; for the Mahometans, who under- 
take this pilgrimage conſtantly, are attended by 
Chriſtian faves, who wait upon them; and thele 
ſlaves follow them, even into the moſque, where 
the body of their prophet lies: Beſides, my poſt of 
governor of Arabia Peirea, render'd me, in a 
manner, ſovereign both of Mecca and Mdina. 
Theſe cities are abſolutely tributary to the Grand 
Seignier, and he who was Czect, during my rcfi- 
dence in that country, had only neglected paying jt, 
becauſe I had excuſed him from it, on account of 
his having done me ſome important ſervices, which 
it is needleſs to ſpecify. 

I was obliged indeed to ſacrifice a ſheep. at Me- 
dina, according to cuſtom, and to be entirely con- 
formable to all the religious ceremonies, that ate 
required of all pilgrims without exception: This ſa- 
crifice however is by no means idolatrous, nor pro- 
phane; fo that I did not think myſelf guilty of any 
crime, in complying with this injunction. I then 
ſent away before me the preſents I had ſet apart for 
the Check of Micca; for theſe preſents are a kind 
of off-ring, * whereof we muſt not tail by any means, 
fince, otherwiſe, one ſhould, be reckoned irreligious, 
and an Arti-Muſſulman; the Turkiſh eccleſiaſticks 
being, in this reſpect, almoſt like the Chriftians. 
Intereſt is a powerful ſpecific; to gain the good-will of 
all of them; and, without the good- will of thofe gentle- 
men, you are counted prophane, facrilegious, a- 
theiſtical, and what not? All my preſents con- 
ſiſted only of & rich tent, twenty-two. fine Perfian 


carpets, aud twelve thouſand chequins. 


I found the Check waiting for me without the 
city, under the tent I fent him; he was an ancient 
man, and ſcem'd to me to be endued with ſingular: 
£3 6 ; | p 1 4 ' ' | goo 
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good ſenſe; and all my retinue were entertained at 
his expence, during the ten days I ſtaid at Mecca. 
None but Fuftiniani and the Swiſs, with fix others, 
Chriſtian ſlaves, had the privilege of attending 
me to the tomb of A{ahomet ; where there is nothing 
to be ſeen, but what is very ordinary. 

The world are now recover'd from that ridicu- 
lous prepoſſeſſion, that the tomb of that legiſlator 
is ſuſpended in the air; otherwiſe, I could aſſure 


them, that his remains reſt in a ſort of little chapel, 


where his body was interred: Even his monument is 
hardly worth notice, its: only ornament being that 
it is encompaſ'd with iron rails. I begg'd of the 
chevalier Juſliniani, who was a perfect maſter of 
deſigning, to take a draught of this tomb, together 
with the inſide and outſide of the chapel or moſque z 
my intent being, to have a model made from 
thence in alabaſter by one of my Germans, who 
was an excellent carver. And as Arabia abounds 
in a fort of alabaſter, whither than ſnow, and very 
caſy to be wrought, my German made made me a 
little moſque, wherein one mighe have a full view 
of the prophet's romb, and which may be truly 
calP4 a maſter- piece, being finiſh'd to perſection. 
I made a preſent thereof to Sultan Achmer, ſo that 
it is now become the admiration and veneration 
of all the great officers of the Porte. 

Too many relations have been already given of 
Mecca and Medina, with all the ceremonies ob- 


ſer ved by the Turks in this pilgrimage, for me to 


repeat, or copy after thoſe authors: Beſides, all 
particular accounts of this nature, ſeem ſo tedious to 
the readers, that I thought I ſhould oblige them, in 
leaving out of theſe memoirs all deſcriptions of cities 
and countries. 

After having ſettled all affairs with the Check, 
and concerted | proper meaſures, to ſecure to the 


; G r 


— — — — — —— — — ee 
- 


—_——  — — 


bs 


* - 


— - 


2 
2 5 : 


- 


— 


r — - 
R 


= 


2 — 


_ * - 


#<* : + EF 


— 


r 


- _— 


_ 


EASE YC SE 


— 4 = 

3 es * 4 
— —— 3 2 T 2 * 0 2 
* a x 


os A 


2 


186 MEMOIRS / 


Grand Seignior the places reduced, he diſmiſſed me 
after the uſual manner; and to make me a com- 

enſation for my preſents, gave me an infinite 
number of bleſſings, with ſome relicks of the holy 
prophet's; conſiſting of ſome tatters of the Check' 
old tent; and a carpet, that had Jain upon the pro- 

het's tomb : And, as I never ſet much value upon 
any relick, I diſtributed this preſent amongſt my 
Spabi's, and the principal Turks of my retinue 
after which, we prepared for our return to Crac, 
where 1 arrived in perfect health, and almoſt free 
from melancholy. 

It is very certa in, it often happens, that a certain 
diſpoſition of mind, is a preſage either of ſome good 
luck, or ſome miſchance that is to befal us. For 
about two years and an half I had only been full of 
gloomy thoughts, which prey'd upon my health, 
aud prevented my enjoying any ſatisfaction; when 
my reſerv'd temper and melancholy forſake me 
all at once; and joy takes poſſeſſion of my ſoul, 
without my being able to aſſign any reaſon for this 
agrecable change in my mind. I find a certain 
inward contentment, on a ſudden, within my breaſt, 
which renders me inexpreſſibly gay. Fuftiniani, 
ſurprized at ſuch an unexpected alteration, knew 
not what to think, but imagined I had received 
ſome agrecable news, which I was willing to con- 
ceal from him; and which, however, did not come 
till above a week af er this kind of Cries. 

receive then an expreſs order, to be at the 
Porte as ſoon as poſſible; the Sultan only aſſured 
me of the continuance of his favour z but the Kai- 
#:4kan acquainted me with diverſe other circum- 
ſtances, and thoſe circumſtances gave me abundance 
of pleaſure. believed, from that moment, that 
all the misfortunes of my life were about ſoon to 


have an end: yes, I was perſuaded, that all * 
ays 


retired then ſome moments, to dedicate all my 
thoughts to my dear Salviati; who, as I was in- 
formed, was ſoon to be at Conſtantinople ; the Sul- 
tan having diſpatch'd orders to the Aga of Canea, 
whither ſhe had been brought in a Malteze galley, 
to pay her the ſame reſpect, as if ſhe was a ſulta- 
neſs, and to provide her a ſtrong convoy, in order 
to her arriving ſafely at the Porte. 

He alſo wrote me word, that the Aga of the Fa- 
; Zaries, my {worn enemy, had been facrificed to 
juſt reſentment of Achmet; that, during Soli- 
rr he ſhort reign, he had obtained a Fefta from the 

ufti, that condemn'd me to the bow-ſtring, which 
Ae et not only had revok'd, but had "likewiſe de- 
poled the Mufti, who had been lo condeſcending 
to ſign it. 

Having apprized Juſtiniani, and my principal 
officers, with this favourable news, they celebrated, 


as a Kind of thankſgiving, for the victory 1 had 


gained over my enemies, a publick rejoicing that 
a eight days; which fort of feſtivals are called, 

by the Turks, Zinch: We believe our readers will 
not be diſpleaſed with a ſhort deſcription thereof, 
which is as follows: 

As ſoon as I had iſſued out the neceſſary orders for 
this ſolemnity, the cryer proclaimed the feſtival 
through all the ſtreets; which done, all the troop 
being drawn up before my palace, publiſh'd it alſo, 
by ten or twelve diſcharges, both of the ſmall arms 


and cannon, that were placed in due diftance before 


the gate. Next day ſcvcral enſigns of diverſe co- 
lours were diſplay'd from the Minarets of the 
moſques, and the ſteeples of the Cbriſtian churches ; 
as wan like wiſe the ſtandard of a Beſſa of three horſe- 


Falls, with my arms, and many ingenious devices in 


honour 
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days of ſorrow were almoſt come to a period. I 
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| honour both of me and my ſpouſe, upon the terras 
of the Hote! where I reſided. 


I was indebted for theſe devices to the gratitude 
of the chevalier Juſtiniani; and, as he was allo a 
good engincer, he entertained me with ſeveral 
others, ſo very extraordinary, in ſome fire-works 
which he deſigned, and cauſed to be play'd off by 
the Germans, that undoubtedly I was highly obliged 
to him. 

From the very firſt day, 'all the inhabitants of the 
city hung out in the ſtreets, and at their doors, 2 
whatever they had that was moſt precious; as was 
done alſo at all the Kans, and. Bazars, where ons. 

might ſce all that Arabia or Perfia could afford” 
moſt valuable, either carpets, or other merchan- 


dize. 
All along the doors of theſe Kans, which are of a 


conſiderable depth, - were placed great numbers of 


lights, branches, and lamps, wherein were burnt 
aromatic ſpices, and gums, that perſumed the air; 

they were ranged in ſtories one above another, and 
yielded a moſt agreeable proſpect. All the ſtreets 
were ſtrewed with flowers, and in the ſquare, be- 
fore my palace, they had erected a ſtage, in the 
form of a throne, where I was to receive the ho- 
mage of the Citizens. The two courts of the He- 
zel, allotted for the governors, were filbd with an 
iments number of thoſe precious and fine trecs 
which Arabia affords; there were at leaſt two 
thouſand, ranged in alleys that formed a kind of 


foreſt, and ſcented the ſkics with their ſweet 


odours. 
Every thing being in readineſs,” firſt the Turkiſh 


office's, accordit's g to their rank, came and render'd 
me their homag*z then the Chriſtian prieſts; and 
laſtly, all the companics of tradeſmen; inſomuch, 


that I gave audicnce for three hours every day, e 
cach 
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each company brought their preſents, It was then I 
was Convinced, how far the love of the people to 
their governors may extend. In effect, I don't be- 
lieve a hundred camels could have carried all the 
preſents I received, during the eight days that the 
teſtival Jaſted, both in perfumes, and other pre- 
cious things, which the three Arabia's produce. But 

what aſtoniſhed me moſt of all, was to find amongſt 
cheſe preſents, above the value of fifty thouſand che- 
quins in precious ſtones of all ſorts, and' a noble 


necklace of thiity large and fine pearls, that was 


reckonꝰd worth twenty thouſand piaſtres. 
What is moſt extraordinary is, that good man- 
ners did not permit me to refuſe any thing ; fines 
this would have been taken as an inſult, and a mark 
of , enmity. There was found, in an inventory, 
which was made of theſe preſents, near three hundred 
pounds of Balm of Mecca, and above eight hundred 
of the moſt precious pertumes, from which circum- 
ſtance an eſtimate may be formed of the reſt, 

Beſides, there were tables ſpread every where, in 
the ſtreets and publick places, where all things were 


in profuſion. In ſhort, nothing was there wanting 


but wine; which liquor I had expreſiy prohibited, 
becauſe of the ill conſequences it might have pro- 
duced. Accordingly, no diſorders were committed 
the whole time, all the eight days and nights being 
ipent only in ing! ng, dancing, and feafting. 

On the laſt day of the feſtival, I ſummoned my 
Divan to meet, which I had compoſed of the prin- 
cipal officers of my army, and of thoſe I had ap- 
pointed for the adminiſtration of juſtice, and for the 
civil government, that I might provide for the 


ſafety of the country before my departure. Ac- 


cordingly, I nominated eight Spas to be gover- 
nors, both of Crac, and the other places, aſſigning 
Ip each 


x . 
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each of them a body of troops, not only for their 
guard, but to inſtruct the others in the military 


Art. 


Theſe I ſent - away directly to their poſts, leaving 


the governor of Crac two troops of horſe, well diſ- 


ciplined, together with a thouſand men, whcreof 
two hundredwere perfectly well inſtructed in the whole 
militaryexerciſe. I likewiſe appointed him a council or 
Divan, whereof the chief Iman, to whom I gave the 
name of Mufti, was preſident, and was to judge of all 
civil affairs without appeal; as the governor was of all 
military cauſes: But he could not impoſe any tax, 
nor make any laws, nor undertake any expedition, 


without the conſent of the Divan. Each governor 


had alſo a council, but all were ſubordinate to that of 


. Crac. 


Having thus ſettled all things, I ordered my 
Swiſs and German officers, to be ready to march, 
on the firſt day of the moon of the Ramadan, My 
convoy conſiſted of eighteen hundred men, the re- 
mains of my ſmall army, together with fifteen hun- 
dred others, that I had taken in caſe of need, to 
garriſon the poſts that were advantagious in 
upper Arabia, which I intended to viſit, as far 
as Petra, where I had refoived to eſtabliſh alſo a 
council, for the government of all the upper 
part. 

The day of my departure was e to me 
a day of triumph; never was my ſelf- love ſo flat- 


ter'd: The tears, ſighs, and lamentations of the ci- 


tizens of Crac, were unqueſtionable proofs of their 


love to me. In effect, I am fully perſuaded, the 


greateſt of all commendations, is when the people 
mourn our loſs, as they would that of a tender 
friend, a benefaQor, or a father. Above fix thou- 
fand inhabitants would accompany me to Petra, 

whether 
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whether I would or not; my prayers and remon- 
ſtrances to the contrary were all in vain; I muſt 


grant them, they ſaid, this freſh mark of my friend- 


ſhip. 
It may eaſily be judged, that we underwent a- 


bundance of fatigue, in traverſing a country ſo bar- 
ren, and fo full of mountains and rocks: I don't be- 


lieve that, under the heavens, there is a more rug- 
ged and uncomfortable clime : Add to this the into- 
lerable heats, and burning ſands, which deſtroy'd 
all the ſhoes of the men, and lamed all the feet of 
the beaſts of burthen 3 ſo that we were forced to 
leave behind a great number. 

However, notwithſtanding the barrenneſs of 
this part of Arabia, we found cattle in abun- 
dance, plenty of game, excellent water, and wood 
enough for firing ; ſo that, had it not been for the 
exccfſive heats, we ſhould not have been altogether 
to be pitied : And to remedy this, as much as poſſi- 
ble, we march'd only by night, beating the drum 
continually, to drive away the wild beaits, and 
monſtrous ſerpents, wherewith theſe mountains are 
filled. <= 
At laſt, after a fatiguing and painful march of 
forty days, we arrived a+ Petra, where I ſtaid fix 
weeks, both to reſt myſelf, and to give the ne- 
ceſſary orders for executing the deſign J had formed. 
As ſoon as I had ſettled a council, and provided for 
the ſecurity of this upper part of my government, I 
left, in this city, all the troops that had follow'd 
me, and took only with me two hundred horſe, and 
a hundred foot, to drive the camels, and other 
beaſts of burthen. 

In ſhort, the deſire, I had all my life had, to ſee 


'Feruſalem, revived then in me, and incited me to 


viſit that holy place; perhaps, ſaid I within my- 
{c]f, I may never again have ſo favourable an op- 
: | portunity. 
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portunity. The Chevalier Juſtiniani was in rap- 
tures at my deſign, and expreſsd his acknowledge- 
ment by the moſt lively demanſtrations of joy; 
whereupon I unboſom'd my ſeif to him, and declared 
that I had rever embraced Mabometiſin. This con- 
fidence affected him highly; and, as almoſt all the 
Ttalians are bigots, he could not forbear uſing ſe- 
veral fopperies, that are, cuſtomary amongſt that 
nation, in order to thank heaven, for having pre- 
ſerved me from an action, that would have been ſo 
very pernicious, as he ſaid, to my ſoul. 

la our way to Feruſalem it was neceſſary to paſs 
the river Jordan, and this was no ſmall difficulty, 
it being then too much ſwell'd for us to find any 
ords: My Germans however ſurmounted it, 
by having ſome floats made; and, whilſt they were 
employ'd in getting over the baggage, I went with 
Juſtiniani, and ſome others, to view the dead ſea 
but I found the ſmell of ſulphur and bitumen fo 


very ſtrong, that I could hardly bear to ſtay there a 


uarter of an hour. 
The people of the country aſſured us, that this 
ſea is a bottom leſs abyſs ; and that one may deſcend 


thereby directly to hell, where thoſe miſerable cities 


were wallow'd up; but this is a notion too ridiculous 
to be embraced: What is certain, however, 1s 


this, that nothing will ſwim upon its ſurface ; but 


wood, ſtraw, and other the lighteſt things, ſiuk 
therein in an inſtant. 

From hence, a Greck monk, who ſerved us as 
our guide, conducted us to the ſtatue of Lo!'s wite, 
changed into ſalt, or at leaſt what is ſo called; for 1 
could not diſtinguiſh that this pretended ſtatue had 
the leaſt reſembiance of a human ſhape z and I was 
fully perſuaded, it was only a forgery of the Greek 
monks; who, to impoſe upon the credulous popi- 
lace, will have ſomewhat of the marvellous in every 

thing, 


oF 
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thing, and have therefore ſubſtituted this miſhapen 
lump, in the ſtead of the wife of that patriarch. Be- 


ſides, this ſort of ſtatue ſeemed to me rather a hard | 


and rough ſtone, than a mals of ſalt; and I am apt 
to be very much of the opinion of a modern ſage, 
who pretends the transformation of LZ9/%s wife 
ought to be taken in a figurative ſenſe, and not lite- 
rally: And maintains, that what is ſaid thereof in 
ſcripture, ſignifies only that deprivation of motion, 
and dreadful aſtoniſhment, that ſeizes a perſon, when 
overcome with ſurprize and horror, at ſome unex- 
pected ſhocking and horrible action or fight ; ſo 
that, according to him, this metamorphoſis is not to 
be underſtoqd of a real tranſmutation into falt. 
In effect, however that be, I could find nothing ex- 
traordinary in this pretended figure of Lot's wife. 
Being arrived within a day's journey of Feruſalem, I 
diſpatched an expreſs to the Baſſa to acquaint him 
with my approach; whereupon, he immediately 
mounted on horſeback, and met me at the head of a 
conſiderable bodyof Spabis, with in three leagues of that 
once flouriſhing famous city. As ſoon as I perceived 
him, I cauſed my guard to draw up in battle array, 
and made them go through their exerciſe, and 
give him ſeveral volleys, whereat he was highly de- 
lighted : This done, I ordered my little camp to be 
pitched in the neighbourhood of the city, and only 
took with me Juſtiniani, the Srwils, and the Ger- 
mans. The Baſſa appointed me a magnificent lodg- 
ing, and as he was no rigid obſerver of the Alcoran, 
we had plenty of exquiſite wines, which made me 
ſome compenſation for the abſtinence I had been 
obliged to upon the way. 

It is hard to take a ſurvey of this city, without 
mourning the melancholy ſtate to which it is re- 
duced: One only ſees row, within the walls, and 
ia the parts adjacent, the ſad remains of its ancient 
29S ſplendor, 
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ſplendor. It is, in a manner, one uninterrupted 
heap of ruins, where all order and government is 
as much neglected as the buildings; the Turks, who 


are at a great diſtance from the Porte, behaving 


there more like tyrants than maſters ; and the offi- 
cers, wholly influenced by ſordid avarice, oppreſſing 
the Chriſtians with grievous impoſts, and diverſe 
other vexations. 

I was deſirous of viſiting the pretended mount 
Calvary, ſo much reverenced in Chriſtendom ; I ſay, 
the pretended mount Calvary, becauſe I am fully 
perſuaded the mountain, to which they now give 
this name, is not that whereon Chrift ſuffered an ig- 
nominious death on the croſs ; the real mount Cal. 
vary being without the walls of the city, Nay, the 
Turks themſelves are ſo well convinced of this 
truth, that they make a meer jeſt of the devotion 
paid by the Chriſtians to this place; which, other- 
wiſe, they wou!d undoubtedly be far from doing, 
becauſe they have a great veneration for the legiſlator 
of the Chriſtians; and, notwithſtanding they be- 
lieve he did not really ſuffer perſonally, but that it 
was only a phantom, ſubſtituted in his ſtead, which 
the Jews crucified, this infamous action has given 
them fo great a diſlike to them, that they never 
look upon them but with horror, 

They even oblige them, throughout their domi- 
nions, to wear ignominious marks of this horrible 
impiety z not allowing them to wear any but a black 
dreſs; a colour, which, with them, is a badge of 
infamy and diſgrace, and which they never oblige 
the vileſt of their ſlaves to wear, but as a puniſh- 


- ment. It is certain therefore, that were they aſ- 
| ſured which is the real mount Calvary, they would 


pay abundance of reverence thereto, 
However that be, nothing is there to be ſeen, 
which can demonſtrate this truth; nothing, in ſhort, 
that 


195 
hat can excite the devotion of a Chriſtian, who is 
never ſo little elevated above the prejudices of the 
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vulgar. The extravagant concourſe of ſuch num- 
bers of Chriſtians, divided into various ſccts, and of 
diverſe opinions, cauſe too many diſorders, and too 
much confuſion there, to inſpire any one with ſenti- 
ments of piety ; almoſt all of them prophaning this 
ſuppoſed holy place by a thouſand groſs and ridi- 
culous ſuperſtitions, which look more like idolatry 
than real Chriſtianity. 

It is true, as was obſerved before, the Turks only 
laugh at this over-ſtrained devotion ; but, neverthe- 
leſs, they take advantage of the credulity of theſe 
pilgrims, to draw immenſe ſums from them. It is 
ſcarce poſſible to obſerve the behaviour of the one 
and the other, without fecling a juſt indignation, and 
crying out, what cruel tyranny ! what ſtrange de- 
votion! Hardly could I have the patience to ſtay 
ſix days at Feruſalem. Beſides my great impatience 
to be at Conſtantinople, I was ſo much ſcandalized at 
the wicked practices, both of the Turks and Chriſ- 
tians, that I could not poſſibly bear to continue any 
longer amongſt them. 

I left this city then, but not without weeping over 
it, and made the beſt of my way to Aleppo; whoſe 
Apa, having daily expected me with abundance of 
impatience, was inexpreſſibly joy ful, when he heard 
the news of my being arrived within a little of that 
place. Accordingly, he mounts his horſe, and 
comes full ſpeed to meet me without the city; and, 
as ſoon as he ſees me, he alights, takes me about 
the neck, embraces me, and bathes my face with 
his tears: In effect, we had long been ſincere friends, 
having known each other many years before my re- 
tiring into Turkey. 

Scarce would he allow me one moment, to make 


a ſuitable return to all theſe marks of his affection; 
— Iv O 2 kere, 
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here, ſaid he, with an eagerneſs, that teſtified an 
infinite ſatisfaction, read theſe letters, they will in- 
form you of ſomewhat ſo agreeable, that I am afraid 
all your great courage will hardly be able to ſup- 
port you under it. After which, without giving me 
yet time to open them, he gives me a circumſtantial 
account of all the misfortunes my ſpouſe had under- 
gone ; and this with ſuch an extraordinary tranſport, 
that I had all the difficulty imaginable to interrupt 
him, in order to aſk him ſome queſtions. 
Nevertheleſs, when we were got to his houſe, he 
was obliged to leave me, to go and give ſome 1n- 
ſtruct ions about preparing for my reception; where- 
fore 1 laid hold on that opportunity to read my 


letters. That of my dear Salviati informed me of 


all her adventures, from the time of her quitting 
Venice, till her arrival in Turkey, The moving 
expreſſions ſhe made uſe of, to deſcribe the torments 


of abſence, affected me greatly. The other leiters 


contained indiſputable proofs of her innocence, be- 
ing thoſe of the two noble Yenetians my friends. 
The uncertainty, I had till then laboured under, 
concerning the calumnies of the infamous Barnelii, 
had not allowed me any manner of reſt 3 though, 
it is true, the letter of the Raimalan, which I re- 
ceived at Crac, had ſomewhat appeaſed my ſor- 
rows; nevertheleſs, my joy, hitherto, had been 
only imperfect. But the convincing proofs, con- 
tained in the letters of the illuſtrious Venetians, 
leaving no farther room for doubt, a too exceſſive 
Joy ſucceeding all at once to my uncertainty, the 
lively traniport cauſed ſo great a revolution in my 


ſenſcs, that I was ſized, almoſt that inſtant, with a 


very violent fever. | 
However, notwithſtanding an ugly ſhivering, 
with which I had been troubled for two hours, 1 


had given orders for getting ready to ſet out about 
ſun- ſet; 
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ſun-ſet 3 but was ſoon forced to defiſt from this my 
intention: In ſhort, the fever increaſed upon me 
inſenſibly, and my ftrength, already exhauſted, 
ſinks under it's vehemence; ſo that, at the time ſet 
for my departure, I was ſeized with ſuch a delirium, 
that had it not been for the Chevalier Fuſtiniani, and 
the two Swiſs, I had thrown myſelf into a deep 

Reſervoir, that was under the windows of the cham- 
ber, prepared for my lodging. 

This light-headed fit having laſted for near be 
teen hours, I was ſo far ſpent, that I ſcarce ſhewed 
the leaſt ſigns of life; and, it is very certain, my 
preſervation was wholly owing to the care of my 
Swiſs, Fuſtiniani, and the Aga, who never left me 
a moment, night or day, for above a tortnights; 
After this, I began daily to recover my ftrength, 
which enabled me to appoint a time for my depar- 
ture. During the interval, that I was upon the 
mending hand, I perſuaded the Chevaliè to return 
to Malta, having made him ample amends for the 
loſſes he had undergone, ſince his leaving that iſland 
(for, I am well aſſured, he was j oT ſſ d, by my 
good offices, of above twenty thouſand Cheguins, in 
money and valuable merchand.zz ;) but he was poſi- 
tively determined upon accompanying me to Con- 
ſtanlinople. 

* The prodigious favours, ſaid he, with which 

* you have, in a manner, overioaded me, can they 
« ſuffer me to think of forſiking you? And eſpe- 

© pecially in the Janguiſhing ſtate wherein you now 
are? What! abandon fo gererous a friend, with- 
* out ſceing him ſafe home, and at a time 
* when he may ſtand in need of ail:itauce! No, 

no, my much to be loved Count, know Fuſtinianz 
better. I will ſet out along with you, and be a 
* witneſs of your happineſs; I wil! have the plea- 
* ſure of again beholding that illuſtrious heroine, 


* whoſe courage and virtue is ſo highly and ſo juſtly 
Os extolled 


& 


198 MEMOIRS og 


* extolled ; and I will partake of the ſatisfaction o 
your tender re-union, before I part with a friend 
and benefactor, for whom I would facrifice a 
* thouſand lives, were ſo many in my power.“ In 
ſhort, the Chevalier uttered theſe words with a 
tone ſo full of friendſhip, that I durſt no longer op- 
oſc his reſolution. | 
Scarce had I conſented to his intention, of attend. 
ing me to Conflantinople, when he took a trip to 
Alexandria, or Scanderoon, a ſea port, not far from 
Aleppo, on a deſign, to which I was then a ſtranger, 
but which I was ſoon informed of at his return: It 
was to redeem from ſlavery one of his friends, alſo 
a knight of Malta,; who had been fo unfortunate, 


about a year before, to fall into the hands of a cruel 


pirate, that had made himſelf maſter oh his brigan- 


tine, by a ſtratagem, in the gulf of Samos, and had 
| fold him afrerwards to an Halian renegade, who re- 


* 


ſided at Al-xandretta. 

This young Chevalier, being informed by Fuſti- 
niani that I was at Aleppo, came thither to pay his 
reſpects to me, and earneſtly intreated me, to allow 


him to attend me to Conſtantinople, that he might 


be enabled to return to Malta with his friend. Sen- 


ſibly moved with my civility and manner of be- 


haviour, he extolled highly the virtue and uncom- 
mon accomplithments of my wife; told me, he had 
ſeen her at Malta; acquainted me with all the un- 
worthy ulage ſhe had met with from the com- 
mander D „as alſo with the extraordinary ge- 
neroſity of the chevalier de Souvre : But, purſued 
he, the unfortunate de Souvre is in ſlavery at Al- 
giers, His galley was taken by a corſair of that 
city, within eight days after his departure from 
Canca, whether he had conducted your illuf- 
trious lady; and, undoubtedly, his courage only 
gave way to ſuperior ſtrength, Nay, as it was, he 


c had 
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had eſcaped, had it not been for a cannon ball, 
which took off his arm, 

I muſt confeſs this news afflicted me greatly ; 1 
lamented, with all my heart, the misfortune of 
ſuch uncommon merit, and reſolved to deliver him 
from ſlavery. I flattered myſelf with the thoughts, 
that the Sultan would not deny me the favour, of 
demanding him of the republick of Algiers ; nor 
was I deceived in my expectation. Juſtiniani, 
ſenſibly afflicted at the Chevalier de Souvre's diſ- 
aſter, could not refrain his tears, being his intimate 
friend, He aſſured me, therefore, that if the Sul- 
tan granted my requeſt, as he did not queſtion but 
he would, he was reſolved upon undertaking a voy- 
age to Algiers, with the agent who was to carry the 
orders of the Porte. In effect, all theſe deſigns 
were put in execution ſucceſsfully, within a little 
after, as will be obſerved in its place. 

My retinue having prepared every thing for my 
departure, we ſet out for Conſtantinople, and 
marched almoſt without ſtopping to Bur/a : I bathed 
eight days in this city, and this bathing re- 
ſtored me entirely to my health. The governor of 
Aleppo had ſent an expreſs to my wife, unknown to 
me, in order to acquaint her with my illneſs: I 
met this man, as he was coming back, at Burſa 
and he informed me, that my dear Salviati was un- 
der terrible alarms ; which induced me to proceed 
on my journey with the utmoſt diligence. I left, 
therefore, three parts of my convoy behind, in or- 
der to get the ſooner to Conſtantinople ; but, as ſoon 
as I arrived at the riſing grounds, in the neighbour- 
hood of Chalcedon, I was ſeized, on a ſudden, with 
a palpitation of the heart, which obliged me to diſ- 
mount, and repoſe myſelf for almoſt two hours. 
At laſt, I arrive at Scutari, croſs over in an inſtant 
to Conſtantinople ; and the expreſs, ſent from * 

a 4 
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had ſo well informed me of the houſe where ſhe 
lived, that I wanted not a guide, tho? it was then 
two in the morning. | 

| Heavens! What joyful tranſports did I feel, 
when this dear wife, drowned in tears, ran into my 
arms! I leave my readers to judge of my ſatisfac- 
tion; and as this worthy woman has given a faith- 
ful account thereof, in the relation of her adven- 
tures, it would be entirely needleſs to repeat it. 
Beſides, it would be altogether impoſſible, perfectly 
to deſcribe the tender emotions whereof my heart 
was ſenſible on that happy hour; on that inſtant, 
I ſay, after which I had longed without ceaſing 
for above five years. 

Being at laſt arrived at the completion of my 
wiſhes, after having undergone the utmoſt torment 
of abſence, I dedicated ſome hours to my tender 
love, and ſent word to the Sultan of my arrival; 
whereupon Achmet, impatient to have ſome diſ- 
courſe with me, ſent for me the next night at eleven 
o'clock, Scarce had he ſet eyes on me, when he 
cried out, I ſee thee then once again, Baſſa Bon- 
zeval; and, at a time, when I am in a condition 
to give thee ſome tokens of my good will. After 
which, he entered into a Jong detail of the treaſons 
of the Aga of the janizaries, and the Sultana Valide, 
and of the manner wherein he had been precipitated 
from the throne, He uttered theſe words in ſuch a 
confuſion and trouble, as made me ſenſible this inci- 
dent had proved an irrecoverable ſhock to his 
health, and had quite diſcompoſed the tranquillity 
of his mind. | | 

This done, I gave him an account of my con- 
duct, fince my departure from the Porte; and as I 
had taken an exact journal thereof, he approved of 
it ſo much, that he would have it read in the 
D:van, Before his diſmiſſing me, he told me, he 

| had 
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had deſigned me the command of his army in 
Perſia, and that he would appoint me a public au- 
dience in about a week; after which a Divan ſnould 
be called to regulate my ſalary, which was to be 
conſiderably increaſed ; but, purſued he, I will ſee 
thee. again before thy public audience 4 after 
which he diſmiſſed me. 

After this private interview with the Sultan, I 
made ſeveral reflections; and theſe reflect ions 
were by no means to go into Perſia, neither to be 
at all concerned in that war: my health was al- 
ready too much impaited, and, beſides; I could not 
again part ſo ſoon from this dear wife. The miſ- 
fortunes ſhe had already undergone, affected me too 
ſenſibly, to expoſe her afreſh. to new diſaſters, and 
to abandon her in a foreign country, where ſhe had 
no manner of acquaintance. 

As I had not yet ſeen the Grand Vizier, I durſt 
not make a vilit to the Kaimakan ; for a man muſt 
behave himſelf with extreme circumſpect ion at this 
court; neither is it allowed, when one arrives 
there, after having diſpatched any affair of impor- 
tance, to pay one's reſpects to any one, before an 
account has been given of one's conduct to the firſt 
miniſter, That dear friend, however, came to me 
incognito the third night after my arrival ; his va- 
lue for me inducing him to break thro? the rules of 
decorum, Our interview had ſomewhat in it very 
moving; for I muſt confeſs, excepting my dear 
Salviati, no one had ſo great a ſhare in my affec- 
tion as this generous governor : accordingly I ac- 
quainted him with what had paſſed between we and 
Achmet, and eſpecially with the propoſil he had 
made me of {ending me to coramand his troops in 
Per fa. 

Have a great care, cried he, interrupting me 
with ſome vehemence, how you accept of this 
Com- 
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commiſſion, or indeed of any employment what- 
ever in this war; otherwiſe your ruin is inevitable, 
Our arms there will be unſucceſsful; and were you 
a ſecond Hercules or Alexander, you would miſcarry 
in all your undertakings ; they would leave you in 
want of every thing that is moſt neceſſary ; they would 
cauſe an inſurrection amongſt the ſoldiers ; [they 
would accuſe you of treaſon ; and would make you 
anſwerable for all the misfortunes that happened. 

Did not you perceive, that Achme!'s dethroning 
has quite impaired his health, and rendered him ut- 
terly unable to hold the reins of government ? In a 
word, that he has almoſt finiſhed his courſe, and 
that the deſtinies only ſuffer him unwillingly to 
linger out a few more Janguiſhing days? The Grand 
Vizier, therefore, together with the Szraskier, and 
the Boſtangi-Bacbi, have united together to engage 
him in this war, in order to make themſelves maſ- 
ters of the whole adminiſtration of affairs. Their 
only view is to ſacrifice the troops, by finding them 
employment; they have received conſiderable pre- 
ſents from Perſia; and, in ſhort, they betray the 
Sultan, in order to compaſs their ends. 

J do not at all doubt, but theſe three officers, 
will propoſe the ſending you to command. the for- 
ces; but be you ſure ſtedfaſtly to decline it. You 
may have many plauſible reaſons for exempting 

ou from it; as your advanced age, your infirm 

ate of health, and your being altogether a ſtranger 
to the country; theſe I will ſecond to the utmoſt of 
my power ; and will form a ſufficient party in your 
favour, to excuſe you from ſerving in the Per/an war, 

Theſe arguments of the Kaimaikan were too 
ſtrong, and too conformable to my own inclina- 
tions, for me to refuſe agreeing therewith heartily z 
and in effect this prudent friend exerted himſelf fo 
vigorouſly, that I was ſuffered to remain at home 

un- 
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unmoleſted. It was therefore abſolutely without 
reaſon, that I am made to ſue for an employment 
in the army ſent againſt the Perſſans. Nor was it 
either the jealouſy of the Turkiſh officers, nor yet 
the ſpeeches the author of the memoirs, falſly aſ- 
cribed to me, has put in their mouths, that ren- 
dered both my own ſollicitations, and thoſe of my 
friends, to procure me ſome command in this war 
ineffectual: on the contrary, it was a conſtant refu- 
ſal on my part, which I backed with the ſolid rea- 
ſons, ſuggeſted by the Kaimakan, when I appeared 


. before the Divan. 


I had given orders, the day after my arrival 
at Conſtantinople, for getting my houſe upon 
the fade of the Bo/phorus in readineſs. All my 
retirue were encamped, and lay in tents, in the 
neighbourhood of Scutari; wherefore I had all the 
ſoldicrs incorporated amongſt the Spabis and Fanz- 
Zarie:, diſcharged thoſe who were of no ſervice to 


me, and formed my houſhold of ſeventy men and 


women ſlaves, whereof I made the two Swiſs, and 


eight Germans, with whom I was perfectly well 


ſatisfied, the chief officers, This done, we retired 
to this charming ſolitude ; taking with us Fuſtiniani, 
and the other young knight his friend ; who had 


lodged before with the Bailo of Venice, becauſe 


there was no room for them in the houſe here my 


wife was. However, as ſoon as I returned to my 


own, I provided each of them an apartment. 

Being then frequently in company with my 
ſpouſe, they acquainted her with the terrible mis- 
fortune, that had befallen the Chevalier de Souvre; 
upon hearing which melancholy news, the memory 
of that generous friend, and the fevere hardſhips he 
then endured, drew a flood of tears from her eyes. 
Dear Count, ſaid ſhe, will you refuſe uſing your 
credit, to deliver from ſlavery a perſon to whom 
9 1 ; 
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I have ſo many obligations; and who had not met 
with theſe diſaſters, but for his deſire of ſerving me? 
No; your heart is too noble, for you to refuſe ex- 
erting yourſelf in favour of a man, who ought to be 
dear to me. I have already taken ſome ſteps to- 
wards his deliverance, anſwered I ; the Sultan has 
promiſed me to fend for that purpoſe to Algiers, 
and at the firſt private audience, I will preſs him 
upon that head, with all the earneſtneſs you can 
deſire. But I have a good thought come into my 
head: write you to the favourite Sultana, who has 
offered you her aſſiſtance, in order to her ſeconding 
me : accordingly, ſhe did ſo forthwith, and it 
proved of great advantage. 

In effect, the Sultaneſs interceeded with Achmet 
ſo prevalently, that he ſent for me on the ſixth 
night, and told me, after my public audience was 
over, he would diſpatch two Ch:aoux, with a cou- 
ple of galleys, to Algiers; as was done accordingly, 
20 the ſatisfaction of my dear Salviati, The two 
Chevaliers, overjoyed at this news, laid hold on 
this opportunity to go to Malta; I having given 
orders to the Reis of the galleys to touch there, 
and carry a conſiderable preſent, in my name, to 
the grand maſter, as an acknowledgment of his 
great civilities, and the effectual protection he had 
afforded my wife, Accordingly, they made the 
neceſſary preparations for their departure, but were 
firſt deſirous of accompanying me to my public 
audience, the day for which was already fixed. 

Every thing paſſed in the ſame manner, at this 
ſecond audience, as at the firſt ; only that I was at- 
tended by a numerous retinue, who came to meet 
me at Scutari, As ſoon as we had croſſed the 
Boſphorus, a troop of Spahis began the cavalcade ; 
after which followed the preſents I had deſigned for 


the Grand Seignior : they conſiſted of the moſt va- 
BE” 7| luable 
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luable and coſtly perfumes, ſpices, drugs, and bal- 
ſams that Arabia afforded, together with twenty- 
eight moſt beautiful courſers of the ſame country; 
after which came the little alabaſter moſque, whoſe 
ſmall dome was embelliſhed with thirty fine jewels. 
The tomb of Mahomet was univerſally admired, 
and procured the carver the command of a troop of 
Spahis : and as a particular account was given in the 


Journal drawn up by me, which was read before 


the Divan, of the bravery of the two Swiſs, 
and. the ſeven Germans, they had employments aſ- 
ſigned them in the body of Fanizaries, together 
with an allowance of a thouſand aſpers a day to 
each of them. | i 
The Divan alſo, after having highly extolled my 
conduct, increaſed my ſalary to fifty thouſand aſpers 
a day: beſides which a preſent was made me of 
thirty purſes, amounting to fifteen thouſand piaſtres, 
which were ſent me next day, with a horſe out of 
the ſtables of the Seraglio. It was not indeed one 
of the fineſt, but to make amends, the bridle and 
ſaddle were enriched with an infinite number of 
precious ſtones : the two knights of Malta alſo had 
each of them a noble veſt. There was not any 
propoſal made me at this audience, concerning the 
Perſian war; this was not done *till three months 


afterwards : but, as I had before prepoſſeſſed the 


Sultan upon this head, and he had approved of my 
reaſons, he gave private orders to the Vigier to leave 
me at my liberty, ſo that he eſpouſed my intereſt on 
this occaſion, which rendered my party too ſtrong 


for the other. 2 
After my public audience, I ſent ſeveral pre- 


ſents to the Grand JVizier, and the other chief 


officers of the Porte: it may well be judged that 
the Kaimakan was not forgotten; but being fully 


perſuaded of his being entirely diſintereſted, and 
8 | that 
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that he preferred my friendſhip to every thing elſe, 
I ſent him only ſuch as were of no great value; in 
effect, it is a certain proof of a ſincere friendſhip, 
when one treats perſons in this manner, | 

My wife alſo, for her part, made ſome preſents 
to the favourite Sltaneſs, and ſome other ladies; fo 
that all I had brought from Arabia, was in a man- 
ner ſwallowed up, within the ſpace of a fortnight 2 
but this is the cuſtom in this country, preſents muſt 
circulate z otherwiſe a man ſoon loſes whatever cre- 
dit and eſteem he has acquired. 

The departure of Juſtiniani, which followed ſoon 
after this audience, afflicted me very ſenſibly ; for 

he was a perfectly honeſt man, full of merit, and 
endued with fine accompliſhments : in ſhort, he 
had ſo much ſweetneſs of temper, and ſo many good 
qualities, in his conſtitution, that. it had endeared 
him highly to me. Beſides, there is a certain age, 
when a man devotes himſelf more to his friends, 
than he did in his youthful days; we muſt not ſay, 
if any friends there are, for it is certain there are, 
and that a great number ; but what makes them to 
be believed lo ſcarce, is the general complaint that 
is made of them, and this very often is ill- grounded. 
If I ſpeak here ſome things to my own advantage, 
it is not through a ſpirit of vanity ; but I am fo 
great a lover of truth, that ſometimes I do it at 
the expence of my modeſty. 

Two days after the Chevaliers had left Conſtanti- 
nople, I had again another longer conference with 
his highneſs, wherein he gave me ſenſible proofs, 
| how far his kindneſs for me had extended. He in- 
formed me therein, that as ſoon as my wife had 
arrived at the Porte, he had cauſed it to be ſignified 
to the republick of Venice, that he expected they 
yould do me juſtice upon Barnetti, for his outrages 
and infamous calumnies; and that anſwer had been 


ſent 
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ſent to the embaſſador, that all his effects had been 
confiſcated, beſides his having been ſentenced to 
perpetual baniſhment z as alſo, that this wretch and 
his wife having embarked. for Scily, the veſſel 
wherein they were was taken by an Algerine cor- 
fair, and that he had ordered the Chiaoux to ſearch 


them out, and bring them to Conftantinople, to the 


end they might be delivered into my hands, and 
rigorouſly puniſhed. 

I muſt confeſs, I was quite confounded at this 
ſingular mark of regard in the complaiſant 
Achmet ; in effect, it is impoſſible to read a circum- 
ſtance of this nature, without making ſerious reflec- 
tions upon a Kindneſs ſo extraordinary; but, alas 
all this favour vaniſhed with the life of that gracious 
emperor, and that of my illuſtrious friend the Kai- 
maitan. As theſe melancholy events, however, 
did not come to paſs as yet, I ſhall forbear giving 
an account thereof as long as it is poſſible z but to 
return from whence I have digreſſed: ſuch was the 
ſituation of my affairs, 'till towards the end of the 
year 1729. | | 

Mean while, I led a pretty idle, though a very 

uiet life; for as ſoon as I had received, and re- 
turned thoſe viſits, to which decency obliged me, I 
kept retired within my ſolitude, juſt as I did before 
my going to 4rabia; and never went out but on 


indiſpenſible occaſions : but then I had almoſt 


every day at home a ſet of company ſufficiently nu- 
merous, to prevent my retirement from becoming 
lone ſome and tedious, | 

I am by no means of the opinion of thoſe, who 
affirm that old age and pleaſure are altogether in- 
conſiſtent; I believe them greatly miſtaken : there 
are pleaſures of ſeveral kinds; and that which I 
have enjoyed, ſince my re- union with my wife, is 
more ſolid than thoſe of my youth, tho? it is less 
turultuous, 
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tumultuous, and leis full of extravagancies; it 


mort, I find it was not without good reaſon, that 


an ancient philoſopher tells us, diſcretion is a neceſ- 
fary qualification to render a man capable of a true 
enjoyment. of | pleaſure, There are delights to be 
found in a "retired life, that are not to be met with 
in the hurry and tumults of war; and when we are 
arrived at a knowledge of the intrigues and miſe- 
Ties of a court, if we do but compare them ever ſo 
little, with the ſweets and charms of retirement, we 
are then in a way to be as happy as we can be in 
this world. | 

However, notwithſtanding a number of people, 
who viſited me every day, my wife led but a me- 
lancholy life; the faſhion does not allow of intro- 
ducing women into the company of men, in the 
Turkiſh dominions z and beſides their ceremonies are 
not at all agreeable to the ladies of Chriſtendom, by 
reaſon of their continual cuſtom of ſmoaking tobac- 
co, Which is in a manner the firſt part of all their 
entertainments, after the compliment of eſſences and 

erfumes. 

No Franks frequented my houſe, but one or two 
Feſuits, ſome few Capucbins, and one proteſtant 
miniſter, a very honeſt gentleman : but my dear 
Salviati was highly prejudiced againſt all eccleſiaſ- 
ticks in general, and eſpecially againſt the diſciples 
of Loyola, who are looked upon in the Venetian 
territories, as a pernicious ſet of people, with whom 
one cannot held any correſpondence, without ex- 
poſing one's ſelf to a thouſand troubles and vexa- 
tions. In effect, I always faw ſhe was infinitely 
uneaſy, whenever ſhe was obliged to enter into any 


converſation with them, which induced me not to 


lay any conſtraint upon her in this reſpect. 
The Turkiſh ladies allo ſeemed to her quite in- 
tolerable ; and, in ſhorr, it muſt be very hard for a 
| virtuous 
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virtuous perſon, bred up in Chriſtendom, and after 


a certain manner, to accuſtom herſelf ro their formal 


and ſtarched appearance, and their wanton and looſe 
ways. As to the wives of the Franks, not only they 
are moſt of them guilty of the ſame extravagancies, 
but they are likewiſe ſo ridiculouſly proud and vain, 


that it renders them extremely diſagreeable and 


contemptible. | 
There is not one of them, but what pretends to 


be of an ancient family, tho* married to a meer 
mechanic, or a ſhopkeeper ; unforeſeen misfortunes 
(if you will believe them) obliged their anceſtors to 
take refuge at Conftantinople, and apply themſelves 
to trades : this is the language of ſome of them, 
Others again inveigh, like perſons poſſeſſed, againſt the 
perſecution of the proteſtant religion in France; and 
affirm that, otherwiſe, inſtead of being the wives of 
goldſmiths or watchmakers, they ſhould have been 
counteſſes, marchioneſſrs or dutcheſſcs. 

My dear $2/viati had too much wit and good 
ſenſe, to be able to bear ſuch extravagancies; ac- 
cordingly, ſhe ridiculed ſome of them; upon which 
they all railed at her wichout meaſure, and would no 
longer vouchſafe to honour her with their viſits 3 
whereat I was overjoyed, and my wife delighted : 


there was not therefore any one, excepting the 


French Renegade, with whom ſhe ever paſſed any 
agreeable moments. This man, as has been al- 


ready obſerverl, was endued with a fine and ſubtle 


genius, and improved by much reading ; and it 
may well be believed, that my ſpouſe, who may 
be called a woman of learning, preterred his com- 
pany to that of the women of this country, 

It was thus then that ſhe paſſed th eight firſt 
months of her reſidence in the neighbourthond of 
C:onftantinople, and then there arrived ſome company 


that ſhe liked: my readers judge aircady it was * 
P 
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of the Chevalier de Sonvre, and they partly gueſs 


right, but that of Signora Barnetti was no leſs welcome 


to her. She was perfectly well acquainted with her; 
they were both born in the ſame country; and my 
wife had great obligations to her; having been 


ſkreened from the infamous attempts of her huſ- 


band, not only by her remonſtrances, but by her 
contriving and favouring her eſcape privately from 
Venice. 

It may not be amiſs here, to enter into the par- 
ticulars relating to the arrival of theſe perſons. Al- 
ready had the two Turkiſh galleys been ſet out five 


months for Malta and Algiers, and Juſtiniani, to 


whom the two Reis at my recommendations had 
given the command of them, being too impatient to 
break the chains of his friend the Chevalier de 
Seuvre, not being willing to ſtop at Malta, had 
made them ſteer directly for Algiers, As ſoon as 
he had caſt anchor within the harbour of that city, 
he beſtirred himſelf ſo effectually, that at laſt he 
found out that unfortunate gentleman ; and certain 
it is, had it not been for his diligence and care, the 
Bey of Algiers would not have been able to have 
recovered him, notwithſtanding he had given the 
ſtricteſt orders for that purpoſe. 

This unhappy Chevalier had fallen into the hands 


oh a renegade of Provence, and the very vileſt pro- 
| fligate of all that ſer of miſcreants, which is ſaying 


all that words can expreſs, to give a right notion of 
this wretch, He happened to be perfectly well 
acquainted with the Cheva/zer and his family; be- 
ing perſuaded therefore, that his relations were 
vaſtly rich, he would not grant him his liberty, at 
a jot leſs than twenty thouſand piſtoles. Already 
ad he been offered fifreen thouſand chequins, a 
moſt exorbitant ſum ! but the renegade continued 


obſtinately bent to take no leſs; and in the mean 


» while 


lle 
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while treated the unfortunate de Souvre with the ut- 
moſt inhumanity. | | 

No ſooner then had this wretch heard the procla- 
mation of the Bey, with his orders to deliver up im- 
mediately this ſlave, on pain of death, and without 
ranſom, for whom he had refuſed ſo conſiderable a 
price, than he flew into the moſt dreadful rage, and 
was perfectly deſperate. After uſing him with the 
greateſt indignity, he cauſed him to. be removed 
beyond the mountains, to ſome Moors of his ac- 
quaintance, and as wicked as himſelf, A Few diſ- 
covered his place of concealment by chance, hap- 
pening to go and traffick with theſe Moors, who 
dealt in cattle : and as Juſtiniani had cauſed it to be 
publiſhed by the common cryer, that he would pay 
the fum of two hundred chequins, to whoever 
ſhould give information where he was ſecured, this 
Few ſecretly brought him intelligence thereof. 
Juſtiniani, overjoyed at this agreeable diſcovery, 
flew immediately to the two Cbiacux, and ac- 
quainted them with it; whereupon they obtained 
orders directly to ſeize on the renegade, who under- 
went a ſevere baſtinado, without owning he had the 
Chevalier in his poſſeſſion. 

This his obſtinacy aſtoniſhed the Bey, who in- 
ſtantly ſent for the Few, and gave him inſtruc- 
tions to ſet out for the place he had mentioned, at the 
head of fifty men, in queſt of the unfortunate gentle- 
man : Accordingly he did, and they found there 
the wretched Chevalier, almoſt naked, and em- 
ployed in plowing the ground, though he had but 
one arm. They acquaint him immediately with 
his deliverance, and bring him along with them to 
Algiers ; where Juſtiniani having aſſured the Bey, 


be was the perſon ſought for, and for whom the 
Sultan had ſent his gallies, he was delivered into 


the hands of the Chigoux, and the renegade was 
| "1-6 ftrangled 
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preſcnts J had ſent him, together with the letter of 
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ſtrangled upon the ſpot, to give a convincing proof 


of the ſubmiſſion of that ſtate, to the orders of the 


Sublime Porte. As to Signior Barnetti and his 


wife, they were already on board the gallies, neither 

had it coſt any pains to recover thcſe two perſons, 
As ſoon as de Souvre had ſet his eyes on Juſtiniani, 

he was tranſported with an inexpreſſible joy; he 


had been ignorant till then, to whom he owed his 


deliverance : the emiſſaries of the Porte, tho? they 
had freed him from his chains, ſeemed to him of 


an ill aſpect, and he could not conceive, what 


ſhould induce his highneſs to concern himſelf any 
ways about what related to him ; this myſtery 
therefore which appeared to him impenetrable, ren- 


dered his joy but imperfect; however, as ſoon as 


he beheld his friend, all his fears vaniſhed : ah! 
dear Juſtiniani, cryed he, I expected no leſs from 
your generoſity ; but by what good luck, by what 
happy turn of fortune, have I the pleaſure of view- 
ing you once agatn ? they aſſured me, that you alſo 
was fallen into the hands of the Turks. 

After the firft tranſports of their mutual joy 
were over, Juſtiniani acquainted him to whom he 
was indebted both for his own liberty and his. Ah! 


dear counteſs, cryed then the Chevalier de Souvré, 
I forget all my paft misfortunes, ſince it is your 
liberal hand that unloofes my chains. I ſhall ſee 


you then once more; and my heart did not deceive 
me, when it always flattered me with this pleaſing 
thought, notwithſtanding the miſerable ſtate to 
which I was reduced, and notwithſtanding my be- 
ing almoſt paſt hopes, which made me ſometimes 
look upon it as a mere idle dream. f 
This affair being happily diſpatched, the two 
allies again put out to ſea, and ſailed for Malta, 
both in order to deliver to the grand maſter the 


my 
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my dear ſpouſe, and to ſet the three knights a- 
ſnore there. | 
The grand maſter, ſenſibly touched with my ge- 
neroſity, and my unexpected behaviour to the three 
knights, ſummoned a chapter. to meet, where they 
gave me infinite commendations. The two Reis, 
who commanded the galleys, had rich preſents 
made them, as had alſo the two Chiaoux, and the 
oor ſlaves had money and refreſhments in abun- 
dance beſtowed upon them. Nor was this all; the 
chapter of the order reſolved to ſend the Sultan 
twenty ſlaves, who were then at Malta, and to pre- 
ſent my wife to the value of above a hundred thou- 
ſand crowns in jewels. This commiſſion was af- 
ſigned by the grand maſter to the Chevalier de 
Souvre, who had earneſtly deſired leave of him to 
go to Conſtantinople, only to give me ſome teſti- 
monies of his acknowledgment : and as he was very 
much beloved by the grand maſter, and generally 
eſteemed throughout the order, they conferred on 
him the title of envoy extraordinary from the chap- 
ter of the order of S. John to the O!teman Porte, 
and promoted him to the dignity of a commander, 
giving him the badge of the Great Croſs. He had 
a very proſperous voyage, and arrived ſafe at Con- 


ſtanlinople within ſeven weeks aſter his departure 


from Malta, | 
Theſe circumſtances will undoubtedly ſeem ſuſ- 
picious to many people. Hhat vill they cry our, 


a grand maſter of the order of St. Fobn, engage in 


a friendly intercourſe with the Turks ! an O:toman 
emperor ſend two gallies expreſsly to deliver from 
Navery one of the knights of au order, which is 
abborred by all the muſſelmen, and whoſe utter ex- 


termination they ardently and * long far! 


This is indeed an extraordinaf benomenon, and 
altogether new and ſurprizing ! Vis one of 1boſe 
| 3 miracles, 
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miracles of the Abbe Paris, which cannot be he- 
| lieved, without ſhocking common ſenſe! no; it can 
{ never be credited, if we reflect ever ſo little upon 
| that implacable batred, which has always ſubſiſted 
k; between theſe wo powers, at all times, and that 
without the leaſt intermiſſion. 8 r 
Here the ſpeculative critick will frame many 
conjectures, which will prove by no means favour- 
able to that ſincerity and truth, which I have valued 
all my life. Nevertheleſs, as this is a matter of 
fact that is certain, and known to many people, and 
as it has done me infinite honour, I thought myſelf 
obliged to relate it as it is, in order to eradicate 
from the minds of my enemies thoſe diſhonourable 
thoughts of me, with which the author of the me- 
moirs, falſly aſcribed to me, may have prepoſ- 
ſeſſed the too credulous public. I deſire no other 
proofs of this occurrence, than the letters of the 
grand maſter of Malta, which J carefully keep, 
and can readily produce, without fear of their pro- 
vivg prejudicial to my reputation. - 
- To return from whence I have digreſſed; the ar- 
1 rival of the Cłevalier de Souvre gave me as much 
j pleaſure as it did my dear wife; and it would be 
difficult to tell, which of us there felt the moſt ſatis- 
faction: we talked and we wept all at once, and this 
confuſion had ſomewhat in it ſo moving, as it is 
impoſſible to expreſs. Barnett; and his ſpouſe, who 
1 were the only witneſſes of this interview, burſt alſo 
V1 into tears, and could not refrain them ; but the 
tears of theſe two perſons proceeded from very dif- 
ferent motives : thoſe of the huſband were only ow- 
ing to rage, confuſion and deſpair ; whereas thoſe 
of his virtuous wife were the effect of that friend- 
ſhip and love ſhe bore to my ſpouſe ; accordingly I 
diſtinguiſhed perfectly we!l waat difference there 


” 


* 
* 
14 
10 
j1 
44 
; 
. 
4 
»: of 
14 
11 
lf, 
1 
: 


— — * = -- 
Cunt PEI REIN 


r — 


vas between them. 


CouN r BONNE VAL. 215 


I had only cauſed theſe two to be brought to me, 
in order to deliver them up to my dear Salviati; 
but I was fully perſuaded that generous woman, 
far from retaining in her breaſt any deſire of being 
revenged upon this profligate, had no other intent 
than to do him. ſervice. In effect, ſhe treated him 
more like a friend than an enemy; gave him her 
hand. courteouſly ; and never ſpoke a word to him 
of his unworthy behaviour; which behaviour ne- 
vertheleſs, had expoſed her to a number of grievous 
afflictions. On the contrary, ſhe ſaid a thouſand 
tender things to him, both with deſign to comfort 
him for the loſs of his ſubſtance, and to induce him 
to repentance. 2 A. 

But as it is ſcarce poſſible ſo to tame a tyger, 
however kindly, he is uſed, but that he will ſtill diſ- 
cover ſome marks of his innate cruelty, all the 
good offices we Javiſhed upon this ſavage, ſerved 
only, to increaſe the unjuſt hatred he had conceived 
againſt me; and it is very certain, had it not been 


for the Chevalier de Souvre, I ſhould have fallen a 


ſacrifice to his wicked heart, as will be ſeen very 
ſoon. As to his wife, my dear Salviali kept her 
with her, as a faithful companion ; fully convinced 
of her virtue, ſhe vowed to her from that moment 
an eternal friendſhip ; which friendſhip, inſtead of 
diminiſhing, increaſes every day; ſo that there is 
great likelihood nothing but death will be ever 
able to part them. But let us now relate in order 
all: that befel me, until the death of the Sultan 
Achmet. | = 
After having allotted two or three days to friend - 
ſhip, I cauſed notice to be given to his highneſs of 
the return of his galleys; of the good ſucceſs of the 
Cbiaoux; and of the commiſſion aſſigned by the 
rand maſter of Malta, to the Chevalier de Souvre. 
Foo days after he gave me orders to bring him to 
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a private audience ; for they never grant a public 
audience at the Porte to theſe profeſſed enemie 
of the Ma ometans; they only appointed him a 
certain number of aſpers a day for his main- 
tenance, _ 

I can again aver, that the emperor beheld the 
Chevalier with pleaſure z not as embaſſador of the 
order, but as a generous friend, to whom my wife 
had many and great obligations. Accordingly, he 
received him very graciouſly ; praiſed highly his 
wiſdom and goodneſs , In protecting innocence when 
oppreſſed ; accepted kindly of the grand maſter's 
preſents, and then diſmiſſed him; after giving me 
orders, to have a ſtrict ſearch made amongft the 
flaves of all nations, with an affurance he would 
orant liberty to all the Ma#teze, that ſhould be 
found at Conftantineple ; but we could diſcover no 
more than ſix. 

Next morning he ſent to the Chevalier a very 
rich veſt; a robe coſtly lined with fine fables ; and 
2 noble ſcymeter, whoſe hilt was embelliſhed with. 
precious ſtones of diverſe colours, and of great 
beauty and value. After this ſolemnity, we con- 
ſdered about ridding ourſelves of Barnetti; I had 
already obtained bis liberty of the $://an ; and as 
his wife obſtinately refuſed ro go with him, re- 
proaching him with all the ill uſage ſhe had met 
with from him, I ordered two good ſuits of clothes, 
with four thouſand chequins, to be given to that 
wretch, to enable him to apply himſelf again to 
trade, aud to raiſe, his fortune, which his crimes 
had entirely ruined, He aſſured me when he de- 

arted, be wo uld go to Smyrna, and endeavour to 
make bimſelf eaſy in his circumſtances. : 

When one has been in the wrong, aid J. fre- 
quently to his ſpouſe, who blamed me for acting 
with too much generoſity to her huſband z when 

I one 
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die has been in the wrong, and owns it ingenuouſly, 
one is ſcarce any longer fo ; but when this ſincerity, 
which is the ſign of a penitent mind, is attended 
with frequent relapſes, it loſes at laſt all it's merit. 
Fincere repentance leaves no means untryed to cor- 
rect vicious propenſities, and make ſatisfaction for 
is paſt; now time will ſnew us, whether 
your huſband is really ſorry for his crimes; but I 
found ſoon his repentance was very far from being 
true. | | 
Ingratitude has ever appeared to me the moſt 
odious vice in ſociety ; it may be judged, by what 
has been related, that being abſolute maſter of the 
life of this miſcreant, I might have ſacrificed him 
to my juſt reſcotment 3 nevertheleſs, far from 
giving way to revenge, not only I pardon him with 
uncommon generofity, but alſo ſupply him with 
the means to extricate himſelf from that miſery, 
unto which his own villainous actions had reduced 
him. Alas! what was the recompence this ſavage 
monſter had deſigned for me. Ir is difficult co re- 
late it, without being moved to indignation. 
Already ſix months were elapſed ſince his depar- 
ture from my houſe, and his pretended ſetting out 
for Smyrna; and I no longer had the leaſt thought 
of Barnetti, when the Chevalier de Souvre ac- 
quainted me with abundance of uneaſineſs, that a 
Few of Conſtantinople had aſſured him this man 
had been for above two months at Scutari, and he 
was almoſt certain he was concerting ſome fatal 
undertaking againſt my life, His own ſpouſe 
and mine, who knew but too well his diabolical 
malice and perverſeneſs, were extraordinarily a- 
larmed thereat; and as for my own part, though 
I was not at all afraid of being attacked like a brave 
man, (for beſides that I never went out without a 


train of twenty or thirty domeſtics, I found I _ 
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ſtill ſufficient courage and ſtrength to repel hij 
aſſaults) yet I was nor ſecure from perfidy and trea- 
chery : fortunately for us all, the Chevalier de 
Souvre, who was much more uneaſy than I upon 
this head, bethought himſelf of ſearching all about 
my houſe, without acquainting me therewith, 
Accordingly, one night having gone down into 
the cellars, I know not upon what pretence, he 


heard a hollow noiſe, as of people ding under 


ground; whereupon having liſtened with great 
attention, he found they were undermining my 
court- yard, and the very apartment where I lay. 
Without ſaying therefore a word to me, he takes 
twenty of my domeſticks, whom he arms with 
piſtols and poniards, goes out without noiſe at the 
head of this party, and carefully examines with dark 
lanthorns all the parts adjoining to the court-yard, 
After an hour's fruitleſs ſearch, he diſcovers a ſmall 
opening in the ſide of a hill, which ſeems newly 
made, 

Upon this he ſends in two of my ſervants, who 
at their return aſſure him, there are people therein; 
leaving then ſix of them at the mouth of the cave, 
he goes himſelf with the reſt to the bottom of this 
ſubterraneous cell ; which was already above a 
hundred feet deep, and almoſt reached acroſs the 
whole court. There he finds ſix men, who were 
working with ſo much diligence, that my domeſ- 
ticks killed four, before they perceived them, and 
one of theſe four was the wicked Barnett: this 
done, they ſeize the two others, and bring them 
to me, juſt as I grew very uneaſy about the Cheva- 
lier, not knowing for what reaſon he was gone 
out. 

Theſe two wretches, terrified to find themſelves 
in my power, confeſſed Barnetti had engaged 


them by a large reward, to undermine my houſe ; 
which 
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which done, he had prepared eight barrels of pow- 
der to blow me up ; and this diabolical ſcheme was 
to have been put in execution within four days: they 
added alſo, that they had. been at work at this 
ſubterraneous cavern for near three months. 

I muft acknowledge here, that all my reſolution 
forſook me at this inſtant; and I was at a loſs to 
conceive how far ingratitude and villainy may ex- 
tend; as for the unfortunate Signiora Barnetti, ſhe 
was ſo much affected with this new infamy, that 
ſhe fell into a ſwoon, which laſted above two hours, 
and was followed by a dangerous and long fit of 
ſickneſs : in ſhort, we paſſed the whole night in an 
inconceivable affliftion ; and my dear Salviati was 
above a month before ſhe could recover her former. 
tranquillity, | | 

Next morning I cauſed the two wretches, Who 
had been taken alive, to be delivered up to the 
Cadi, who had them impaled ſome days afterwards : 
I had ordered my men to take up the body of the 
monſter himſelf, and made them throw it into the 
canal, in order to ſpare his wife, already at the laſt 
gaſp, the freſh diſgrace ſhe muſt have undergone z 
for the other three bodies were alſo impaled, and 
expoſed upon the ſtake for above a fortnight. Be- 
hold, what was my reward, for having ſaved the 
life of this miſcreant, and loaded him with be- 
nefits! | 
Two or three months after the Chevalier de 
Souvre had diſcovered the horrible villainy of Bar- 
netti, he began to prepare for his return to Malta; 
the very thought alone of which ſeparation, ren- 
dered us all extremely melancholy, and diſturbed all 
our pleaſures, Nevertheleſs his departure could not 
Jonger be deferred, the grand maſter, who had ab- 
ſolutely need of him for an important negotiation, 
having recalled him, My wife, who had an infi- 
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nite 'eſteem for him, and not without juſt reaſon, 
had been ſo overjoyed at ſceing him again, that ſhe 
had never ſpoken a word to him of the misfor- 
tunes he had undergone at Algiers ; ſhe was deſi- 
rous therefore now of knowing them, and it was 
neceſſary to ſatisfy her ; accordingly he gave us the 
following account of them. tg 

- Scarce had I got thirty leagues from the iſle of 
Candia, when I diſcovered a large veſſel, which 
uſed its 'utmoſt endeavours to get to windward of 
me, upon which I imagined it immediately to be 
an Algerine; wherefore, after having made ready 
for an engagement, I crowded all our ſails, but 
could not come up with her till next morning : 
mean while I ordered Janthorns to be hung out at 
my topmaſts, that ſhe might be enabled to follow 
me, if ſhe deſigned to fight me. As ſoon as the 
dawn had began to diſperſe the ſhades of night, I 1 
ſaw the corfair at about a league's diſtance from me, 
and as I had regained the wind, it would have been 
eaſy for me to have ſhunned engaging. 

It was a veſſel of ſeventy guns, and above ſix 
hundred men; I was much inferior thereto in 
ſtrength, nevertheleſs I had a mind to attempt mak- 
ing myſelf maſter thereof; but ſhe avoided lettin 
me board her with ſo much addreſs, that all my 
efforts for that purpoſe were in vain. In the mean 
time a cannon-ſhot having carried away one of my 
yards, I got hold of a rope to keep it from falling 
upon me; at that very inſtant, another ſhot takes 
off my left arm, and throws me upon the deck al- 
molt lifeleſs : this misfortune rendering me incapa- 
ble of iſſuing out orders, the corſair ſoon became 
maſter of my galley. | 

The captain of this veſſel, who was a renegade of 
Provence, had me carried into his cabbin, and knew 
me again, though I was weltering in my __—_ ; 

e 
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he had ſeen me ſeveral times at Malta, when he 
was put in as maſter of a ſmall veſſel, by a mer- 
chant of Marſeilles ; and I had even employed him 
in two voyages, about ſome commiſſions for my 
own family. Happening afterwards to miſcarry in 
his affairs, and being even accuſed of ſeveral ro- 
gueries, he was forced to take refuge at Algiers, to 
avoid being ſeverely proſecuted ; there he renounced 
chriſtianity ; and as he was known to be a good 
ſailor, they intruſted him with the command of the 
ſhip, on board whereof he then was. 

To return from this digreſſion; Maillard, for fo 
was this renegade called, took abundance of care of 
my wound ; imagining, and not without ſome rea- 
ſon, that a man of my rank would not continue 
long in ſlavery, and that he might get more for 
my ranſom, than for that of a hundred others; ac- 
cordivgly, he uſed his utmoſt efforts to have me for 
his ſhare, As ſoon as he had me in his poſſeſſion, 
he Carried me to his own houſe, and gave orders 
to his ſlaves and wives to obey me as himſelf : fo 
much generoſity at firſt moved me; nevertheleſs, 
after ſome little reflection, it created in me a miſ- 
truſt, that all this regard and attendance was the 
mercenary product of ſelt- intereſt and avarice; nor 
was I miſtaken in my conjectures. 

In effect, when he ſaw my ſtrength began to re- 
turn, he propoſed to me to inform my relations of 
my misfortune; but to let chem know at the ſame 
time, that he would not releaſs me under twenty 
thouſand louis 4ors. You are generous, ſaid he, 
and I am not rich. I judged right, ſaid L. inter- 
rupting him with precipitation, and inflamed with 
anger, I read your ſordid avarice, in your officious 
Care to recomer me. You are in the right, Mazllard, 
in calling me generous, I value myſelt upon ſo be- 

ing; I advitc you to follow my example z and if 
you 
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you will not hearken to my counſel, I ſhall find 
the way to teach you what generoſity is. 

The renegade returned no anſwer to theſe words, 
as if they had made no impreſſion on him ; but the 
more moderate his anger was, the more it ſeemed 


to me to be apprehended, and I conceived that it 
forboded me ſomewhat very bad. In effect, he 


directly away, without uttering a ſyllable, to 
the conſul of France, who had already cauſed him 
to be ſounded about my redemption. The conſul 
was ſo much exaſperated at the exorbitant ſum he 
would have extorted, that he treated him like a 
ſcoundrel; upon which he returns ſtrait home, has 
me heavily fettered, and drags me into a cellar full 
of filth ; ordering me only fix ounces of black 
bread and water for my daily allowance; which 
done, he ſets out again on a cruize. 

So cruel and baſe a treatment moved one of his 
wives, who was a French woman, and whom he 
had taken as he was going to Smyrna, This girtu- 
ous perſon, who was alſo acquainted with my fa- 
mily, found the means, notwithſtanding the vigilance 
of his ſlaves, to get by night as far as my cellar z 
where ſhe brought me ſome refreſhments, to- 
gether with a file to file off my irons. At the ſame 
time, ſhe entertained me with ſo moving an ac- 
count of the melancholy ſtate to which ſhe was re- 
duced, and ſo earneſtly conjured me, to take her 


along with me, that I could not refuſe her. This 


being then agreed on, ſhe brought me every night 
ſome wine and wholeſome food ; by the help of 
which, at a month's end, I found myſelf ſtrong 
enough to attempt my eſcape with her. 

We left this deteſtable houſe therefore one night, 
and made the beſt of our way, *cill day began to 


break; when, for fear of being ſurprized, we en- 


tered a cave, fully reſolved to purſue our journey 
next 
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next night, and to continue it with the ſame pre- 
caution, *till we ſhould get to Tunis. But ill luck 
followed us; or rather, fortune, adorable counteſs, 
would not ſuffer me to owe my liberty to any thing 
but your generous friendſhip. In effect, the day 
after our flight the renegade returns, comes di- 
retly home, and hears that we are gone away 3 
upon which mounting his horſe that inſtant, at the 
head of five or ſix ſlaves, he purſues after us, and 
finds us in a little wood, where we were repoſing 
ourſelves. | 
His rage and fury ſeemed to me horrible and de- 
viliſh; in a word, having firſt ordered me to be 
ſeized, he in a moment plunged his poniard into 
the breaſt of my unfortunate companion: ſo cruel 
an action tranſporting me with indignation, I diſen- 
gaged myſelf from the hands of one of his ſlaves, 
and ſeizing on his ſabre, diſcharged ſo home a 
ſtroke upon the head of the ſavage Mallard, that 
I ſent him with a vengeance to the ground, but the 
monſter recovered again, heaven not ſuffering him 
to die fo gloriouſly; and he commanded me for the 
future to be treated like the vileſt of wretches. In 
ſhort, the conſul of France, being informed of the 
dreadful hardſhips I ſuffered, had already caufed 
an offer to be made him of fifteen thouſand che- 
quins, and was at laſt determined to give him the 
twenty thouſand piſtoles, rather than let me languiſh 
any longer under his tyranny, when the galleys of 
the Porte arrived at Aptiers, and not only reſtored 
me, in ſpite of him, to liberty, ranſomleſs, but 
proved the means of bringing that wretch to the 
end he had fo long deſerved. Theſe, madam, are 
my adventures, fince my departure from you in the 
iſle of Candia. 

Some days after the Chevalier had given us this 


account, he vaniſhed from us on a ſudden ; an ex- 
a ceſs 
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ceſs of tenderneſs incited him to this procedure : 
he foreſaw our parting would coſt us very deat, and 
was willing not only to ſpare our tears, but to 
avoid accepting ſome preſents he knew we had 
Prepared for him. He went therefore to the Dar- 


| danelles, to wait there for the galley, which was to 
carry him to Malta; and wrote us a letter from 


thence, to prevent us from being uneaſy, whereby 


we alſo found the other reaſons which had induced 


him to behave in this manner. We could not help 
giving ſome tears to the remembrance of ſo gene- 
rous a friend ; however, by little and little, we 


recovered our former tranquility. 
The war againſt the Perſians already excited 


great murmurs in the Divan, and amongſt the po- 


pulace; but it created no uneaſineſs in me, who was 
not a ſtranger to the ſource of it. The Sultan him- 
ſelf was fully convinced his arms there would not 
be ſucceſsful ; it had began only through a principle 


of intereſt, namely to oblige Thamas Kouli Kan to 


become tributary to the Ottoman Porte. We were 
convinced he would make peace, whenever it was 
thought proper; nothing more was wanting to in- 
duce him thereto, but to acknowledge him as ſove- 
reign of Pera, and to deſiſt from our other preten- 
ſions, which were of no conſcquence. This uſurper 
was ſenſible enough to know, that notwithſtanding 
all his victories, it would be impoſſible for him long 


to ſupport his fortune againſt the Turks, Belides, 


he was perfectly well apprized, that the Grand 
Vizier, the Seraskier, and the B.ſtangi Bachi, three 
venal ſouls, only countenanced the Sopbi, becauſe 
they received immenſe ſums of that unhappy prince 
and his partizans ; and that this exhauſted Perſia on 
one hand, whilſt he reduced her to the Jaſt gaſp on 


the other; this he knew very well, nor was the Sul- 
; | Jan 
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tan ignorant thereof; ſo that all Kouli Kan's con- 
queſt gave him no great umbrage. | 

In effect, his highneſs was fully acquainted with 
the intrigues of his three principal officers ; but two 
reaſons prevented his applying any remedy thereto : 
the firſt and chief was the precarious ſtate of his 
own authority; the ſecond, that his troops, being 
employed in Perfia, and humbled by the ſucceſs of 
Kouli Kan, would not be able to engage in any in- 
ſurrection: wherefore this war was ſuffered to go 
on through policy and fear. 

But as ſoon as the Muſcovites had broken the 
treaties they concluded in an abrupt manner, and 
altogether contrary to the law of nations, a way was 
ſoon found to terminate the Perſian war; never- 
theleſs the Turks were in no hurry about it. It was 
neceſſary to let the Muſcovites go on a little in their 
career, before proper meaſures were concerted ta 
make them repent of their perfidious behaviour. 

Already had they rendered themſelves maſters of 
Aſoph, and made diverſe incurſions upon the banks 
of the Boryſtbenes, without any courſe being taken 
to oppoſe them; when the Sultan, whole ſtrength 
began to fail him, had a fancy to remove to Adria- 
nople, to try whether the air of that city would re- 
cover his health. I was named one of his retinue 
and from Adrianople I made a trip towards Aſopb, 
but without any commiſſion, and only to examine 
the countenance of the enemy; ſo that I ſtaid but 
eight days in the neighbourhood of the Borvſbenes, 
and returned without delay to Adrianople. In ef- 
fect, I found theſe new enemies would never be 
able to make any great conqueſts z wheretore I was 
in no hurry to obtain any employment in the army 
that was forming, foreſeeing there would be quickly 


a ney reign 3 nor was I miſtaken in my conjecture. 
| At 
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At my departure from Conſtantinople, J had left 
the Kaimakan ſick : this illneſs appeared to me omi- 
nous; and my heart foretold me, I was on the point 
of loſing this tender friend, and embraced him then 
for the laſt time; accordingly I was informed of 
his death, at my return to the frontiers. Never 
did any event affect me more than this news; he 
was ſtill ſtrong and vigorous, and juſt upon being 
advanced to the dignity of Grand Vizier ; the Sul- 
tan having determined to depoſe him, who was then 
poſſeſſed thereof. | 

He was immenſely rich, but owed his wealth to 
his virtue; never was there a more generous ſoul, 
united to a more amiable diſpoſition ; but the 
greateſt of all commendations, was, that the people 
lamented his loſs, and every one bewailed his death, 
as he would have done that of a friend or benefac- 
tor. For my own part, I was deprived of a tender 
and ſincere friend; he knew me to be an honeſt 
man, and loved me accordingly : he was endued 
with great honour, magnanimity, wiſdom, and 
modeſty ; and never was guilty of a fault, amidſt 
all the quick- ſands of a court, and the duties he was 
bound to by his employment. 

I muſt confeſs, his death induced me to think in 
earneſt upon the other world ; nevertheleſs, it is good 
to take courage, in order to have the command of 
our ſenſes; however, I had recourſe to the impreſ- 
ſion his deceaſe made upon my ſpirits, as to a more 
ſalutary remedy, to incite me to walk more up- 
right, and to think of preparing myſelf to appear 

before the ſupreme being. I was formerly prodigal 
of my life, but I reſolved from that inſtant to be 
careful of it; and am at preſent convinced, the 
greateſt pleaſure there is in this world, is to live. 

Some time after the journey to Adrianople, Kouli 
Kan ſent an ambaſſador to Conſtantinople, to con- 
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clude a peace. This uſurper was acknowledged by 
the Ottoman Porte, as Sopbi of Perſia, and the places 
taken on both ſides were reſtored. He alſo promiſed 
to unite his forces with ours, in order to make the 
Muſcovites ſenſible of the irregularity of their con- 
duct. Muſtapha Azem (that was the name of Tha- 
mas Kouli Kan's embaſſador) had inſtructions to vis 
ſit me, and to make me ſome propoſals, to engage 
me in his maſter's ſervice. I was abſolutely a ſtranger 
to this his deſign, wherefore, on his demanding an 
interview with me one day, I granted it, without 
foreſeeing the conſequences. He then delivered me 
a letter from Thamas Kouli Kan, containing as fols 


lows: 


The moſt high and moſt powerful Tuamas Kovir 
Kan, Emperor of the Perſians, io the illuſtricus 
and invincible Baſſa Bonneval. 


« N oOrtune, which has raiſed me from a very mean 
6 condition to the throne of Perſia, has not 
te blinded me ſo much as to addreſs my ſelf to you in 
te the ſtyle of a fovereign: I ſtoop theretore to a leſs 
ce elevated ſtate, to aſſure you, 1 am entirely deter- 
© mined to ſhare my fortune, my glory, and my 
e power with you, if you will accept of a ſanctuary 
e in my empire. I have need of your heroic cou- 
e rage to ſupport me, and of your ſkill, not only to 
e eflable me ro wage war fucceſstully, but to inſtruct 
e my troops in the military art. You ſhall find I 
e have a French heart. Born upon the confines of 
© that flouriſhing kingdom, I have retained the 
e temper and manners of its inhabitants.“ 

If, contrary to my deſires and expectation, you 
e refule the fortune I offer you, at leaſt preſerve me 
&« your friendſhip. Be diſcreer, reveal not to any 
e one the ſteps I have taken in your favour. I wiſh 
| n Q 2 : co you 
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* you a long ſeries of years, and all the proſperity 
« that 1s due to your valovr.” 
Thamas Kouli Kan, Sophi. 


This letter, far from giving me any ſatisfaction, 
cauſed me abundance of uneaſineſs; I was perfectly 
fenſible that moment, that if it ſhould happen to 
get air, it would expole me to the Sultan's utmoſt 
diſpleaſure; and alſo, that my enemies would eager- 
'y ſeize on this opportunity to ruin me. Had my 
dear friend the Kaimakan been alive, I would have 
been directed by his counſel ; but the cruel deſtinies 
had ſnatched him from me. 

On the other hand, the Sultan was become inac- 
ceſſible for ſome time; he no longer came out of the 
apartment of his wives; in ſhort, he died, without 
my either having the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him, or 
being able to communicate to him this fatal letter; 
and his deceaſe left me without a protector, and ex- 

ſed to all the animoſity of my jealous enemies. 

To add to my misfortune, Muſtapha Azem, find- 
ing that neither his maſters letter, nor all the pro- 
miſes he could make me in his name, could tempt 
me to ſwerve from my duty, reſolved to create ſuſ- 
picions in the Porte to my diſadvantage; to the 
end, the ill uſage I might receive from the Sultan, 
might provoke me to accept the offers of Kouli Kan, 
With this view, he began, on pretence of taking the 
air, to viſit me frequently, and ſend me preſents ; 
being willing, as he ſaid, to make me amends for 
the expences he thereby occaſioned me. I foreſaw 
very plainly this great intimacy would give umbrage 
to the miniſtry, and even acquainted the ambaſſador 
with this my opinion ; bur he pretended to make a 
zeſt of my apprehenſions; and far from diſcontinuing, 
or being leſs frequent in his viſits, he came now every 
day, and even lay often at my houſe. 
| | For. 
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Fortunately for me, at this critical juncture, the 
emperor, Mahomet V. who had been preferred to 
Sultan Ibrahim, the ſon of Achmet III. my benefac- 
tor, conſtituted the Aga of Aleppo, my intimate 
friend, Kaimakan, or governor of Conſtantinople. 
But the Aga, being firſt obliged to terminate many 
affairs relating to the poſt he was about to quit, could 
not come to the Porte, till three months after his be- 
ing named for that employment. I had already 
written to him a congratulatory letter upon his ad- 
vancement ; wherein I had informed him, that I had 
a very tickliſh affair upon my hands, which made 
me apprehenſive of ſome fatal conſequences reſulting 
from it; and that therefore I waited his arrival with 
the utmoſt impatience, in order to acquaint him 
therewith, 

He had given me hopes, in his anſwer, that I 
ſhould ſee him very ſoon, which obliged me to wait, 
with what patience I could, yet ſome days longer : 
In the mean while, the daily viſits of the Perfian am- 
baſſador began to produce the effect he had deſired. 
The Deputy Boſtangi-Bachi apprized his highneſs 
thereof, upon which Mabomet V. who is of a very 
ſuſpicious temper, took the alarm, and ordered that 
officer to examine narrowly into my conduct: And 
as this deputy did not wiſh me at all well, becauſe 
I had refuſed him an Arabian horſe, which I deſigned 
for my own uſe, he bribed two of my domeſticks to 
become ſpies upon my behaviour. They were a 
couple of [talians, who were in love with each other, 
and the woman was one, in whom my wife repoſed 
an entire confidence; infomuch that we ſpoke before 
her, without miſtruſt, both of Xauli Kan's letter, and 
the offers the ambaſſador continually made me in his 
name. 

The wench knew alſo with what contempt and 
reſolution I had conſtantly refuſed chem; but whe- 
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ther ſhe did not declare this circumſtance to her lo- 
ver, or whether he purpoſely concealed it, to make 


his court with the deputy Baſtangi-Bachi, he only 
informed him of the other part, whereof he inſtantly 


gave notice to the emperor; inſomuch that, one 


night two Capigi-Bachis came, and ſeizing on my 
papers, ſummoned me to appear next day before the 


Divan. 
By great good luck, growing weary of the delay 


of my friend the new Kaimakan, I had ſent him 


this fatal letter the evening before, together with a 
circumſtantial account of the whole affair; where- 
fore, it could not be found amongſt my papers, and 
this it was that providentially ſaved my lite. 

The Divan being met, the emperor appeared there- 
at with an angry countenance z and, turning to me, 


Canſt thou juſtify thyſelf, ſays he, for the corre- 


c ſpondence thou haſt held with the ambaſſador of 
cc Kaul] Kan? ſpeak, I am willing to hear thee.” 
* will be revenged of the injuſtice that is done me, 
&* (anſwered T;) pronounce my ſentence; I am in- 
e nocent; the Aga of Aleppo, whom you have lately 
„ honoured with one of the higheſt poſts in your 


'*© empire, has got the letter of the Sopbhi; and he 


* will render you a faithful account of my conduct 
* in this reſpect. He knows all the particulars of 
te this matter, and with what diſdain I rejected all the 
* offers of that monarch. My life is in your hands, 
* and you may diſpoſe of it as you pleaſe; I have 
<« feared death as little as J have deſired it.“ 

On my thus ſaying, there appeared ſuch a violent 
emotion in the Saltau's face, as made thoſe few friends 
J had ſtill left, tremble for my ſafety; they were 
afraid Mahomet would condemn me to loſe my life: 
But, aſter having looked on me ſome moments, with 
eyes ſparkling with fury; „Thou ſhalt live, (cried 


&« he) but thy wife ſhall be confined in the old Se- 
ce raglio, 
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lo- « raglio, and thou ſhalt be ſent away from my 
ake court.“ 
nly This ſaid, he made a ſign with his hand, to have 
ity his orders put in execution. Immediately L was de- 
One livered up to the Capigi Bachis, who conducted me 
my to one of the caſtles of the Dardanelles, but they 
the ſuffered my wife to remain in quiet at home. The 


Sultan, foreſeeing an approaching rupture with the 
emperor of Germany, was willing to make uſe of my 
counſel, and employ my courage in this war : where- 
fore he ordered them to uſe me handſomely, and as 
he knew I almoſt adored my wife, far from adding 
to her affliction by ſuch a treatment, he cauſed an aſ- 
ſurance to be given her, that my baniſhment ſhould 
not be of long continuance. 

O Love! who can deſcribe the lively ſorrow with 


5 which thou didſt fill the breaſt of my dear Salviati, 
f at this cruel ſeparation ? And thon, O tender friend- 
# ſhip! didſt likewiſe intermix thy pains, and induce 


„ a languor, which would have brought us both to the 
- grave, had it not been for my ſudden return, and 
4 our ſpeedy re- union. In effect, Muſtapha Azem, 
; having again cauſcd freſh propoſals to be made me, 
and finding that, notwithſtanding my diſgrace, I re- 
jected them with indignation, and it would be impoſ- 
ſible for him to gain me over to his purpoſe, deter- 
mined to do me Tervice, by declaring my innocence 
and fidelity. 

Scarce had I got to the Dardanelles before the 
new Kaimakan came thither ; and, being informed 
of my misfortune, orders the Aga of the caſtle to ule 
me with great reſpect; which done, he flies to Con- 
ftantinople, to endeavour to procure my deliverance. 
As ſoon as he arrived there, he engaged all the chief 
officers of the empire to meet, aid prevailed on them 
to uſe their intereſt for a man, to whom they had 
ſuch great obligations. They went then together to 


the 
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the emperor ; and the Grand Vizier, who had been 
informed of the whole truth by the embaſſador, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to his highneſs, acquainted him with 
my innocence, repreſenting to him, at the ſame time, 
that a Beglerbeg of the empire, whoſe conduct had 
been not only unblameable, but admired by all the 
Divan, was not one of thoſe ordinary perſons, of 
whom monarchs, in their pride, are uſed to make 
their ſport. 

The Sultan, whole haughty temper could but ill 
ſtoop to recall me ſo ſoon, was overjoyed that he 
could now do it under the ſeeming colour of a vo- 
luntary clemency : wherefore he gives orders for my 
releaſe, ſends for me into his preſence, expreſſes a 


great regard for me, and banithes the deputy Boſtan- 


gi-Bachi, as guilty of having impoſed on him; be- 
ing willing, by ttis example of his ſeverity, to give 
a ſpecious appearance of juſtice to the injury he had 
done me, and the manner wherein he made compen- 
ſation for it. He appointed me alſo to command in 
chief a body of thirty thouſand men, as ſoon as war 
ſhould be declared againſt the emperor of Germany. 
It may eaſily be believed, that I received this teſti- 
mony of the Sultan”s favour with extreme joy; not 
becauſe this aggrandizement of my fortune cauſed 
me any great pleaſure, but becauſe this poſt would 
enable me to ſerve his highneſs advantageouſly, and 
to give him proofs of my courage and fidelity. 

On my coming away from this Divan, a number 
of officers would conduct me to my own houſle 
where my wife, who waited for me with that lively 
impatience, whereof none but tender lovers are ſen- 
ſible, had prepared a magnificent entertainment; 
wherefore I kept them all to dinner: and the new 
Kaimakan, who was at the head of theſe officers, 
ſtaid ſome days with me, in order to give new life 
o our friendſnip. For one muſt not let it ſlumber 
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4 too long, (ſaid he;) reſt, indeed, may not prove 
« quite fatal to it, but it cauſes it to grow languid; 
it is good, therefore, to rouze up one's friends from 
« time to time, by little endearments, for fear they 
« ſhould fall aſleep, or become indolent.“ This 
dear friend had never before fern my dear Salviati; 
he had already indeed conceived a great eſteem for 
her, and her amiable behaviour rendered him per- 
fectly devoted to her; and ſhe was the more pleaſed 
with-the acquiſition of this generous governor's friend- 
ſhip, as he was an entirely honeſt man, full of me- 
rit and good ſenſe. | 

The day, then, that the Saltan did me the honour 
to recall me, was one of the moſt agreeable and glo- 
rious of my life ; we ſhall ſee hereafter, whether this 
beginning of favour was of any ſervice or advantage 
to me: However, I took from that moment a firm 
reſolution, not to ſuffer myſelf to be dejected, what- 
ever might befal me. I began to grow a perfect phi- 
loſopher; I already looked with contempt on any 


dother life than a quiet one; and I thank heaven, at 


preſent, not only for having inſpired me with theſe 
ſentiments, but for having given me the Icifure, and 
laid me under a neceſſity ro put chem in execution + 
infinite are the numbers, both young and old, who 
die without them. In ſhort, whatever may happen 
to me, I do not intend to ſpend my days in ſorrow 
and tears; that precept of Salomon, to rejoice and 
make merry, has always pleaſed me extremely : for- 
tune diſturbs our innocent joys ſufficiently, without 
our adding to our uneaſinels, by being afraid our 
pleaſures ſhould tranſport us too far. 

About a week after my return, a great Divas was 
ſummoned, where a commiſſion was given me, to 
draw together by degrees, the body of troops that 
were to be under my command, and an addition was 
again made to my allowance: and as I had leave to 

7 | chuſo 


— — — — — —— — 
— by _ 


{ 
þ/ 
i, 
: 
| 
* 


Y N 


= — 


234 MEMOIRS of 


chuſe my own officers, I demanded again my S1/s 
and Germans, with whom I had all imaginable rea- 
ſon to be ſatisfied, both to help me in afſembling my 
forces, and to give them ſome notion of war. For 
I was determined to have only the militia of Syria, 
which the Kaimakan had promiſed me, that I might 
have an abſolute authority over them, and manage 
them as I pleaſed ; being fully perſuaded, that re- 
gular troops would never obey my orders punctually; 
ſo that I preferred a mixed multitude of diverſe na- 
tions to the Fanizaries and Spabis. It is true, I 
deſired fix troops of Spabi's, but it was only of thoſe 
who had come with me out of Arabia; and theſe 
were merely to form my officers of cavalry, 
' The author of the memoirs, publiſhed in my name, 
* is again miſtaken here, when he affirms, that I was 
not admitted to the Divan, till I was appointed to 
command a body of forces; for I had this privilege 
in the reign of Achmet, when I was conſtituted go- 
vernor of Arabia Petrea; nay, my dignity of Beg- 
bl, lerbeg, gave me even admittance at the private Di- 
vans, where only the Mufti, Grand Vizier, Seraſ- 
6. Fier, and Kaimakan are preſent. 
[i He is likewiſe in an error, when he ſays, that, on 
| 4 coming from the audience, I was ſurrounded by a 
crowd of officers, both ſmall and great, who compli- 
i mented me upon my promotion, and expreſſed the 
8 greateſt alacrity to ſerve under me. The officers of 
| the Porte are by no means ſo cringing ; the leaſt of 
* them would have thought himſelf diſgraced in obey- 
. ing my orders; the jealouſy alone they would have 
Mi conceived againſt me, might have proved fatal to 
5 me; and I was already too much verſed in the cu- 
4 ſtoms of this court, to have received any, of whom 
$i I was not perfectly well aſſured; and this is what I 
durſt not have flattered myſelf with the hopes of. 


Nor 
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Nor is he leſs deceived, when he affirms, I was only 
glad of this war, and of having ſome command 
therein, that I might be revenged for the ill uſage I 
had met with from the Aulick council, in ſacrificing 
me baſely to ihe ſhare the marquis de Prie had given 
to the principal members of the plunder of the Low 
Countries, This, purſues he, was what animated me: 
I imagined myſelf already at the head of a conſide- 
rable body of Turks, to ſhew the Germans count Bon- 
neval either deſerved to be pardoned, or ought to have 
been rendered incapable of hurting them. He adds, 
that this thought made me grow young again, and 


that I fancied I had the ſame vigour and activity, as 
I had at Malplaquet, five or ſix and twenty years 
ago; when, at the head of the German infantry, 


I broke through the center of che enemy's army, and 


made the French guards fly before me. 


I muſt own this language, which is put into my 
mouth, tranſports me with indignation every time I 
think thereof. Is it poſſible they ſhould have 
formed ſuch notions of my temper, and could argue 
with ſo little judgment! Will not they, who have 
been acquainted with me, do me more juſtice? It 
is true, whilſt thoſe wounds were yet recent and 
bleeding, and even for ſome years afterwards, [ 
ſhould not have been forry, to make ſome perſons 
ſenſible of the indignities they cauſed me to ſuffer 
unjuſtly ; but my reſeatrment was never carried ſo 
far, as to extend to the whole nation in general ; nor 
was I ever deſirous of being ſatiated with the blood 
of infinite numbers of wretches, who had no manner 
of hand in the injuſtice done me. 

Beſides, ſuppoſing me at the head of two hun- 
dred thouſand Turks, where ſhould I find thoſe vic- 
tims, who alone deferve my indignation ? Malt it 
be the ſoldiers, who have ſacrified their lives a thou- 


ſand times to preſerve mine? or muſt it be the 
| officers, 
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officers, by whom I was generally beloved and ef. 


teemed ; nevertheleſs theſe are the only victims that 
war offers to our revenge; and the members of the 
Aulick council love their dear ſelves too well, to 
venture to oppoſe my incurſions in perſon. Nay, 
were I to make rivers of blood flow in Hungary, 
Tranſylvania, Auſtria, and in ſhort throughout 
Germany, ſhould I be a jot more revenged on my 


enemies? No; I ſhould only ſacrifice my friends, 


and an infinite number of perſons who have done 
me good offices, without being able to chaſtiſe the 
guilty. 

Is any heart, that is ever ſo little ſuſceptible of 
the ſentiments of humanity, capable of running into 
ſuch exceſſes ? Will juſtice puniſh the innocent for 
the crimes of the guilty ? and has count Bonneval 
in his paſt conduct diſcovered fo ſavage a temper ? 
has he been only known by his cruelty ? has he 


not reaſon to complain of France ? and, never- 
theleſs, did he ever diſplay ſuch a ſpirit of re- 


venge, as they now aſcribe to him, on any priſoner 
that fell into his hands? On the contrary, has he 
not on all occaſions given proofs of a generous and 
beneficent heart? and ought not theſe benevolent ac- 
tions he had done, whenever he has had it in his 
power, to be a convincing demonſtration, that he 
is and ever will be the ſame? 

For, it I thought my own ſentiments of any 
weight, I ſhould ſay it is a miſtake to imagine that 
any men, who are once naturally generous, and of 
a humane diſpoſition, can afterwards alter ſo far, as 
to become cruel, and blood-thirſty ; becauſe our in- 
clinations are ſo much interwoven with our conſtitu- 
tion, that it is little poſſible to change the one and 
the other; and no one will deny, that our tempers, 
in ſome meaſure, grow milder as we advance in 


years; becauſe when the blood is cooled by age, 


We 
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we are not generally ſo paſſionate as in the heat and 
fury of youth ; from whence it ought to be con- 
cluded, that having never been guilty of an inhu- 
man action in my young days, I am incapable 
thereof at preſent, in an age when reaſon and re- 
flection have a greater influence upon me. In 
ſhort, in order to form a juſt judgment of any 
man, we muſt put together all the actions of his 
life; and if they would reflect ever ſo little upon 
mine, they would conclude that I am far from be- 
ing poſſeſſed with that ſavage ſpirit of revenge 
whereof I am accuſed. | 

Yes, I can truly affirm, that paſſion is abſolutely 
baniſhed from my breaſt : I conſider, that life is 
Hort and ſoon over; and it is long fince the re- 


ſentment of the injuries done me is worn away: 


but, as I do not love to be an object of pity, I in- 


tended in offering my ſervices to the Turks, to ex- 


tricate myſelf from the miſery to which they had 
reduced me; and I will ſerve them faithfully with- 


out doing any injury to the emperor of Germany, 


or his ſubjects, bur as far is conſiſtent with the laws 
of war. | 

I can even aver, that ſince my retirement into 
Turkey, I have done more good to the Chriſtians, 
and have abuunded more in works of charity and ju- 
ſtice, than when I was in the ſervice of the princes 
of Chriſtendom : It will then be only doing me right 
to believe, that I had no hand in exciting this war 3 
being fully convinced I ſhould have but little ſhare 
therein, as has actually ſince happened; as alſo, that 
on all occaſions, where I could diſtinguiſh myſelf, I 
acted like a generous captain, and not like a rave- 
nous lion, that thirſts only after blood and ſlaughter. 


I give this account of myſelf, only to filence, if 


poſſible, the calumnies that have been ſo unjuſtly 


{pread abroad concerning me. I ſhall be told. per- 


haps, 


— 
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haps, that it is a very fruitleſs undertaking, to en- 
deavour to ſtop malicious tongues; mankind will 
not ceaſe railing z and it they cannot find any real 
reaſons to ſpeak ill, they will invent falſities; they 
do not love to commend, and eſpecially ſuch per- 
ſons as are extraordinary: Nay, it they have no pre- 
fent cauſe to calumniate, they will even have the con- 
ſummate aſſurance and ill- nature, to rail upon ſur- 
miſes of what may happen hereafter, This is all 


true; but ſtill there is a remedy, notwithſtanding 
this general corruption and perverſeneſs; and this is, 


I will always act like a man of honour, and let them 
rave on, if they will noc vouchlafe to do me the ju- 
ſtice I deſerve. 

To return from whence have digreſſed; ah dif- 
grace I underwent on account of the Perſan embaſ- 
ſador was amply rewarded ſix months after: Tha- 
mas Kouli Kan, being informed of this event, reſolved 
upon making me ſome compenſation for it; accord- 
ingly, being convinced I ſhould want ſome horſes, 
in order to torm my cavalry, he lent me five hun- 
dred of the fineſt in his army, together with ſixty 
others, exceedingly beautiful, for my own equipage. 

As ſoon as Muſtapha Azem had informed me here- 
of, I begged the Kaimakan to acquaint his highneſs 
with it, in order to know his ſentiments concerning 
ſo conſiderable a preſent: He did fo, and the Sf 
tan, highly pleafed with this regard and circumſpec- 
tion, allowed me to accept of them. As ſoon as they 
arrived at Corftantinople, I ſent the threeſcore that 
were deſigned for me to the ſtables of the Seraglio, 
and the emperor was again. greatly delighted with 
this teſtimony of my generoſity ; however, he kept 
but ſix of them, and reſtored me the others; * Not, 
„ (faid he) that I deſpiſe thy preſent, but I know 
„ thou wilt have need of them thy1ſ.1t.,” a 
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In the mean while, every one began already to be 
in motion upon the frontiers, and my Germans were 
at Aleppo, to draw together the recruits, whilſt the. 
two Swiſs were marking out the plan of a camp, 
which I intended to form of theſe troops, in the 
neighbourhood of Scutari, that I might be more at 
hand to have an eye over them. In ſhort, every 
thing already preſaged an approaching war with the 
Germans, when my ſpouſe, being aſſured I could 
not continue long at home, took an uncommon re- 
ſolution, and one that will ſcarcely obtain credit; 
this was, to learn to ride, and to perform the mili- 
tary exerciſe, | | | 
« Dear count, (faid ſhe, to induce me to conſent 
<« to her deſires) the diſgrace you have undergone 
<« has coſt me too many alarms, for me to expoſe 
ce myſelf to be ſeparated any more from you. I have 
c gbſerved, that of all the misfortunes to which 
« people are ſubject in courts, there are none more 
« dangerous than thoſe which are to be met with 


„ here; and it is very certain, had not the Sultan 


tc foreſeen you might be of ſome ſervice to him in 
« the war that is on the point of breaking out, nei- 
ther your innocence nor your integrity would have 
« ſaved your life. Parted from each other forever, 
* I ſhould have been expoſed to the utmoſt misfor- 


tunes; being once entered into the Seraglio, there 


would no longer have been any hopes of my ever 
« getting out. You are not ignorant that there is a 
« law, that a woman muſt never come out of that 
“ priſon, unleſs the emperor marries her to ſome 
great officer of the Porte; and I ſhould have been 
<« far from accepting my liberty upon thoſe terms. 
„ Suppoſing even that your life had been ſpared, 
the ſorrow for my loſs would have engaged you 
jn ſome enterprize, wherein you would have miſ- 
« carried ; and on your falling a ſacrifice to the Sul- 
| « tan's 
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* tan's fury, I ſhould have died with ſorrow and 
i deſpair. I am young, and capable of bearing 
* ſome fatigues; I delign therefore to diſguiſe my 
« ſex, accompany you to the army, and fight by 
your ſide. Whatever you may repreſent to me 
«* on this head will be to no purpoſe; and if you 
6 really love me, you will not oppoſe my reſolution : 
« by this means 1 ſhall be delivered from the tor- 
«ments of abſence, and the other misfortunes that 
© may befal me when ſeparated from you: belides, 
« if you reſuſe me this favour, I ſhall make my 


e eſcape, in ſpite of all the precautions you can take 


te to the contrary. I find I have courage; I love 
« glory; any thing extraordinary pleaſes and tranſ- 

e ports me. In a word, I will never leave you 
% more, but will be the faithful companion of all 
« your military atchievements.“ 

So bold a deſign did not at all ſurprize me; I 
knew my dear Salviati too well, to fear her wanting 
courage; but then I alſo loved her too well, not to be 
uneaſy at this reſolution. I gave my dear friend, the 
Kaimakan, an account of this romantic intention z who, 
being ſurprized to find in a woman thoſe virtues that 


form the heroes, congratulated my happineſs in being 


poſſeſſor of ſo incomparable a perſon, who, with a 
thouſand other admirable qualities, was alſo endued 
with courage and magnanimity. In effect, he adviſed 
me not to oppoſe her deſign ; being fully convinced, 
as he faid, that her tender love would be leſs able to 
bear the pain of abſence, than the coils and fatigues 
of war; whereupon Acher, one of the two Sui, 
began to teach her the military exerciſe ; after 
which, I applied myſclf wholly to perfect her 
therein ; ſo that in four montis ſhe became as expert 
at it as myſelf. | 
As ſoon as ſhe found herſelr̃ fully verſed | in every 


point, he 1 was delirous of cx:reiſing my little army, 
conſiſting 
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conſiſting already of about twelve thouſand men, 
having provided herſelf of a very magnificent and 
very convenient habit. The Kaimakan, who had 
reſolved to make her paſs for one of his relations, 
came to ſee her way of commanding, and was 
charmed therewith ; and I muſt own I was myſelf 
aſtoniſhed at her exactneſs and her addreſs. She 
managed her horſe gracefully, uſed a ſcymeter with 
great dexterity,. and fired a piſtol with a better aim 
than myſelf, Being grown plump ſince our re- 
union, it had deprived her of that admirable ele- 
gance of ſhape, and that fine preſence which ſhe 
had before, bur then it had given her ſo majeſtic an 
air, that ſhe might very well have paſſed for a 
young man, already ſtrong and vigorous ; and 
made altogether a very amiable cavalier. She em- 
ployed herſelf from that time in reviewing the 
troops every afternoon, which uncommon ſight 
drew together an almoſt infinite concourſe of people, 
both from Conſtantinople, and the parts adjacent. 

A circumſtance of this nature, though ſomewhat 
extraordinary, is not what was never before heard 
of; there have been heroines in almoſt all ages; 
and if the gallant actions, performed by this gene- 
rous woman, in the preſence of many credible wit- 
neſſes, ſhould be looked upon as fabulous, merely 
becauſe of their ſingularity, they will yet obtain leſs 


credit with the generality of people, on account of 
the motives that incited her thereto ; becauſe, at 


preſent, we find few perſons animated wich ſo con- 
ſtant and ſincere a paſſion, as is capable of under- 
taking, or ſuffering any thing for the party be- 
loved: infomuch, that the world, inſtead of admi- 
ring ſuch actions, will be apt to find ſome falſe pre- 
tences, not only to derogate from their merit, but 


even io condemn them, 
R Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, they are actually real matters of 
fact; though I myſt own, they are ſo uncomman, 
that I myſelf ſhould find it hard to credit them, had 
I not been an eye-witnels therero ; butbefore I proceed 
to what paſſed in my little army, I cannot avoid re- 


lating a ſmall adventure, which about this time be- 


fel the Venetian embaſſador, and wherein I was 
partly concerned. 
The republic of Venice having given the O/10man 
Porte ſome cauſe of reſentment, two galleys of Ne- 
gropent made capture of a little veſſel, which was 
bound to Leghorn; and wherein were a Venetian 
family, conſiſting of a rich merchant and his wite, 
with a daughter of fourteen years old, and a ſon of 
twelve. The daughter, tho'. really 3 was 
however no very extraordinary beauty; a fine com- 
lexion, with an exceeding good ſkin of a dazzling 
whiteneſs, and a majeſtic preſence, joined to a pro- 
per height, and an excellent ſhape, the whole ſet 
off with an air of ſingular modeſty, with which 
nature ſeems to have adorned ſome women, only to 
ake virtue appear lovely in their eyes, was all that 


 c9uld render her adorable, Nevertheleſs, the baſſa 


Negropont was taken with the charms of this 
g virgin; and as he was deſirous, at the be- 


ginning of Mabomet's 5 reign, to have ſome protec- 
treſs in the Seraglio, he lent me the whole family, 
requeſting me to offer the Caughter, in his name, to 


the Sultan; adding at the ſame time, that as to the 


other three, they were abſolutely at my diſpoſal, 


and he made me a preſent of them. 

Since this Baſſa had treated my wife in ſo obliging 
a manner, we were become good friends, and held 
a correſpondence together; being informed then that 
U had been appointed to command a conſiderable 
body of troops, he falſly imagined, that I was in 


preat favour with his highneſs, and entirely poſſeſſed 
of 
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of his good will; and undoubtedly it was his being 


prepoſſeſſed with this wrong notion, that induced 
him to charge me wich this commiſſion, from which 
I could heartily have wiſhed to have been excuſed. 

As ſoon as theſe four perſons were arrived at my 
houſe, I gave notice privately to the Bailo of Venice 
of this melancholy event, that he might concert 
proper meaſures for reſtoring them to liberty. Ic 
was in my power indeed, to do as I pleaſed with 
the father, mother, and ſon ; but it would have 
been too dangerous to have favoured the eſcape of 
the daughter; this ſeemed to me too tickliſn an af- 
fairz and I ſhould have expoſed my own life, in 
giving conſent to her flight. Nevertheleſs, the 
tears of theſe unfortunate parents pierced me to the 
heart; and my dear Salviati, yet more moved with 
their ſufferings than myſelf, was earneſtly deſirous, 
that the embaſſador of Venice might be able to ob- 
tain the liberty of this amiable virgin ; for ſhe was 
ſenſible, it would be going too far to procure it her 
at the expence of my ſafety. 

The Bailo came immediately to my houſe, knew 


the unfortunate merchant and his family, and pro- 
miſed to uſe his utmoſt efforts to extricate them from 


the danger into which they had fallen : but that no- 
bleman, though otherwiſe a great politician, took a 
wrong method to effect this; and accordingly miſ- 
carried in his undertaking ; nay, he even expoſed 
himſelf to a mortification, which cauſed him a ſenſible 
regret. In effect, having deſired a Divan to be ſum- 
moned, on pretence of propoſing an affair of im- 
portance that concerned the republick, he ſpoke 
there with ſo much raſhnefs, and in ſuch unguarded 
terms, that the Stan, who was liſtening, exceſſively 
provoked at his boldneſs, cauſed him to be put that 
inſtant under an arreſt ; and ſent his eunuchs with 
an executioner to feize on the ſon and daughter, and 
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with orders immediately to behead the father, and 


carry his wife to the Bazar, there to be ſold as the 
vileſt of ſlaves. This barbarous ſentence filled me 
with horrour; and I flew home to prepare theſe 
poor creatures for this cruel condemnation. 

What! cryed Bertrandi, (for ſo was this mer- 
chant called) my children are ſpared! ah ! my ſon! 
ah! my daughter! what diſhonour is this for you! 
for what indignities does the deteſtable Mabomet re- 
ſerve you? After this affecting exclamation he was 
ſilent ; his grief depriving him of his ſpeech. At 
laſt, uſing his utmoſt efforts, my dear children, faid 
he, never forget an unhappy father and mother, 
who love you tenderly ; and a father, who has no 
other concern at his death, than to ſee you reſerved 
tor a life a thouſand times worſe than death 
itſelf. | 

No, no, my dear father, anſwered this youth, 1 
will never leave you, I will either live or die with 
you; you have immenſe riches in Tah, let us offer 
all to the Sultan for our liberty. This inſtance of 
virtue, in ſo tender an age, greatly charmed me; 
but then it alſo made a melancholy impreſſion upon 
me; nevertheleſs, it inſpired me with a thought, 
which thought procured them their liberty. 

cing ſatisfied the Grand YVizier, whoſe inſatiable 
avarice was well known to me, would be both wil- 
ling and able to fave them, provided he could be 
well paid for them ; I engaged the eunuchs, by a 
pretty conſiderable preſent, to delay the execution 
for ſome hours. This done, I ran inſtantly to this 
ſelf· intereſted Vigier, and offered him thirty thouſand 
chequins, for the life of the unhappy Yenetian, and 
the liberty of his family. This ſum made ſome 
impreſſion upon his mind; wherefore he ordered 
the eunuch to retire 'cill next day; and I ſpent er, 
Whole 
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whole night in viſiting my friends, to induce them 


to interceed for this innocent family. 


As ſoon as the Grand Vizier had taken proper 
meaſures to make ſure of receiving the thirty thou- 
ſand chequins, he quickly prevailed on Mahomet, 
to revoke his unjuſt ſentence ; in effect, he had fo 
far gained the aſcendant over that emperor, not- 
withſtanding his being very guilty of encouraging 
monopolies, that he durſt not in a manner deny 
him this favour. He obtained then the liberty of 
the father, mother, and ſon ; but as to the daughter, 
ſhe was forced to go into the Seraglio. Neverthe- 
leſs, as the Grand Yizier hinted, that ſhe might be 
got out for a ſecond preſent, her unfortunate father 
began to be comforted ; when a freſh misfortune 
Flunged him into as ſenſible a ſorrow as before. 
Mabomer's cruel ſentence had ſo ſtrongly affected the 
ſenſes of his wife, that ſhe fell into a fwoon ; and 
ſhe had but half opened her eyes, drowned in tears, 
when they acquainted her with her happy dclive- 
rance ; in ſhorr, we ſaw but too plainly, that ſhe was 
about to cloſe them again for ever. Accordingly, 
joy had a yet ſtronger effect on her than ſorrow ; her 
ſpirits, already exhauſted, could not bear this too 


ſudden ſhifting of the ſcene, her ſenſes fail her in 


a moment, and ſh: breathes her laſt: we could 
none of us refuſe tears to the memory of this un- 


fortunate woman. 
In the mean while Silcia Bertrandi was car- 


ried to the Serag/io; and her father, though op- 


preſſed with the moſt ſenſible grief, took all i imagi- 


nable pains to procure her releaſement from this 


honourable priſon; accordingly, having cauſed the 
thirty thouſand chequins to be paid to the Grand 


Vizier, he gave him alſo a note for as much 


more, in cafe he ſucceeded in obtaining the reſtitu- 
tion of his daughter. In effect, the firſt miniſter 
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begged it of the Sultan, but it was not in Mahbome?'s 
power; he could not do it, without violating the 
fundamental laws of the empire; and even ſeemed 
ſorry, he could not grant him this favour. 
However, he told him, he would conſent to her 
enlargement, if any officer of the Porte would mar- 
ry her; for, as has been already obſerved, when any 
woman has once entered the Seraglio, the law is, that 
ſhe muſt never come out, unleſs the emperor gives her 
in marriage to ſome great man of the Porte; and 
this is what her father would not hear of, being per- 
ſuaded he ſhould ſtill be equally deprived of her 
in that caſe. Endeavours were uſed therefore to 
inſpire the favourite Sultana with jealouſy, to the 
end ſhe might facilitate her eſcape ; but ſhe being 
of an imperious and cruel temper, inſtead of agree- 
ing to this deſign, reſolved to have her poiſoned; 
and accordingly gave orders for this abominable 
purpoſe to a black eunuch, in whom ſhe repoſed 
thc greateſt co::fidence, | 

This eunuch acquainted the Grand Vizier there- 
with, who, being apprehenſive of loſing the ſum 
agreed on, ſent directly for me to perſuade me to 
marry this young maiden : you may then diſpoſe 
of her as you pleaſe, and reſtore her to her father, 
ſays this ſclfiſn miniſter; and the Sultan, who 
ſcemed to me to be concerned, that he could not 
deliver her any other way, will overlook this ſcem- 
ing offence. 

I muſt own this thought of the Vigier appeared 
to me ſo ſingular, that it was impoſſible for me to 
keep my countenance z which want of reſpect 
would have highly provoked him, had he not 
conſidered, at the ſame time, that my compliance 
would be worth thirty thouſand chequins to him; 
inſomuch, that far from blaming my fault, he 
loaded me with careſſes. I aſked two days to re- 
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fle& upon it, in order to inform-Bertrandi and my 
wife of it; and my dear Salvlali, who was vehe- 
me tly deſirous of this beauteous maiden's liberty, 
fully latisfied I would take no advantage of the power 
this ſort of marriage would give me over the amiable 
Silvia, perſuaded me to agree thereto; nor was her 
father averſe to it, being well aſſured his daughter 
would run no hazard, in falling into my hands. 

Having acquainted the Grand Vizier then with 
my conſent, he laboured ſo earneitly to terminate 
this affair, that this virgin was delivered to me, 
about three months after her entrance into the We- 
raglio; and as ſoon as ſhe was in my cuſtody, 1 
conveyed her privately aboard a ſhip, together witly 
her father and brother; and their voyage proving 
proſperous, they arrived without any farther acci- 
dent at Venice. Neverthelels, this act of charity 
cauſed me afterwards abundarce of :vexation ; it 
was one of the principal heads of my accuſation, 
after the peace made with the emperor of Germany, 
and one of the grievances Which occaſioned my. 
baniſhment. 

As for the embaflidor of Venice, he did not. 
continue long under an arreſt ; all the other embaſ- 
ſadors of the C5ri/ian potentates uniting together, 
and making a great ſtir, about this contrayention 
of the law of nations, Monſieur Xen eſpecially, 
the Dutch embaſſidor, exerted himſelf vigorouſly 
on this occaſion 3 and as he is a perſon highly re- 
ſpected at the Porte, and who has diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf infinitely in this cguntry, by his good ſenſe, civi- 
lity, generoſity, and excellent behaviour, his repre- 
ſentations had ſome effect. He alſo ſent his ſecre- 
tary to me, to engage me to make ule of my 
friends in favour of that miniſter. 

In effect, I had already taken ſome ſteps, in 
order to obtain his enlargement ; for I eſteemed him 
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too well to forſake him under this little diſgrace; and 
my dear friend the Kaimakan had promiſed me, to 
leave nothing untried to extricate him from this affair : 
accordingly, he repreſented in ſo lively a manner to 
his highneſs, the ill conſequences of this outrage, 
that he remained a priſoner but eight days. Ne- 
vertheleſs, they obliged him to a thing which mor- 
tified him yet more than the affront he had under- 
gone : he was conſtrained to make a ſort of recanta- 
tion, that is, to excuſe himſelf to the Divan, for 


having failed in his reſpect to them. 


The brigantine, on board of which I had ſent 
Bertrandi and his family, returned again before F 
ſet- out for the war; it was in a manner loaded 
with preſents for me and my ſpouſe ; and yet Ber- 
rrandi begged me to excuſe the ſmall value of them; 
the diſorder of his affairs, as he ſaid, not allowing 
him to add thereto: nevertheleſs theſe preſents a- 
mounted to above a hundred thouſand piaſtres. 
Proceed we now to the preparations for the war, 


and my departure for Huagary. 


Of all the various kinds of government, there is 
none that excels monarchy, whilſt it is ſupported 
in it's natural order, or returns to it through ſome 
unforeſeen accident : accordingly, it has always had 
the preference given to it by the moſt able politi- 
cians, as being the moſt ancient, the leaſt ſubject 
to change, and the moſt conformable to the divine 
will. 

There are but two ſorts of monarchies, namely, 
the œconomical, and the Lacedemonian ; for the 
elective, the hereditary, the barbarian, and the 


= deſpotic, may all be referred to theſe two kinds. 


Of theſe experience teaches us, that the firſt is the 
moſt preferable ; for inſtance, the melancholy revo- 
lutions the empire has undergone, can only be aſ- 
{cribed to the want of authority in the preſent em- 
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: this defect has broken the ſinews of it's go- 

5 ꝗ In effect, what difference is there run 
the ancient and modern empire? What is become 
of the enormous power of Charlemagne ? It has all 
vaniſhed inſenſibly. Pope Gregory V. firſt robbed 
his ſucceſſors of this fine inheritance, and Charles 
IV. put the laſt band to undermining it's power, in 
eſtabliſhing the electors by the golden bull. It is 
true, Charles V. reſtored it, in ſome meaſure, to 
it's luſtre ; but it's glory ſoon vaniſhed, and in ef- 
fect it was impoſſible to ſupport it. A number of 
petty ſovereigns, and neutral or free cities, confine 
the emperors to very narrow bounds ; which pre- 
vent their executing the beſt concerted deſigna, and 
treading in the ſteps which Charles V. had marked 
out for them. 

During the life of prince Eugene, and whilſt the. 

Turks were abſolutely ignorant of the military art, 
and of making war after the manner of Europeans. 
the empire might gain ſome advantages over the 
Mabometans ; but at preſent, when the empite oft 
Germany is at the laſt gaſp, and the Ottemans are 
infinitely more formidable than in former wary, Ger- 
many had no reaſon to expect any thing, but the 
ſhameful misfortunes to which is was expoſed: 
It is hard to reflect upon the conduct of the 
Aulick council, in coming to a rupture with the 
Sublime Porte, without being in a manner moved to 
indignation z for what ſucceſs could they expect? 
what probability was there, that a ſtate in a langutſh- 
ing condition, without money, almoſt without 
troops, without any experienced general, and over 
head and ears in debt; that a ſtare, I fay, already 
conſtrained ro make peace with France, upon dii- 


ſhonourable conditions, ſhould hope 2 great ſuc- 
ceſs againſt the Ti urks? 


1 Hungary, 
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Hungary, Tranſylvania, and other countries un- 
der the dominion of the emperor, and overloaded 
with impoſts and vexations, did they promiſe any 
great ſubmiſſion in the people ? On the contrary, 
were they not an almoſt certain preſage of the dif. 
aſters that happened? Will they alledge, to conceal 
the real motive to this undertaking, the alliance 
with the Czarina? if ſo, why did not they imitate 
her in their conduct, by ſending ſome auxilia 
troops to fulfil the treaties entered into with that 
empreſs, without drawing upon themſelves a formi- 
dable power, which waited impatiently for a rup- 
ture? but the Tarks, being too rigid obſervers of 
their word, would have been far from _ the 
firſt to violate their promiſes,” 

Notwithſtanding I was fully convinced of the 
avarice of ſome.” members of the Au!ick council, I 
rather wiſhed than hoped for. this war; not being 


able to ĩmagine, they would be ſo very raſh, to ſa- 


crifice the whole empire to their own private inte- 
reſts. Nevertheleſs, I was deceived in my expec- 
tations, and my dcfires were accompliſhed ; nor 
could this falſe ſtep be retrieved, but by the loſs of 
a place, which was an almoſt impenetrable batrier 
to ſecure Auſtria, and ſhelter Vienna itſelf from all 
accidents. 

I have made this ſhort digreſſion, only to ſhew, 
that, far from inciting the Osiloman Porte to under- 
take this war, I never believed there would be any; 
ſo that I prepared myſelf for it rather as an amuſe- 
ment, than with the thoughts of coming to blows in 
earneft, In effect, the principal officers of the 
Perte, to whom I had repreſented what ſubſtantial 
reaſons there were for the emperor to maintain the 
peace, agreed all unanimouſly” there would be no 
war, but the treatics would rather be renewed than 
brok:n. It was even reſolved, in all the Divans, to 
3 preter 
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prefer peace to a rupture; and I can truly boaſt, 
that 1 — thereto with great readineſs; being 
more deſirous of enjoying the ſweets of a quiet life, 
than of being again involved in the tumults of the 
field. | | 


War, however, is at laſt declared; and already 


had I prepared to make my troops file off for Adri- 
anople, in whoſe neighbourhood I had appointed 
their rendezvous, My little army, notwithſtanding 


all my care and diligence, conſiſted only of eight 


thouſand cavalry, and twelve thouſand infantry, in- 
cluding two battallions of fuſileers, one, battalion of 
bombardiers, two companies of miners and pioneers, 


with a thouſand dragoons, It is needleſs to obſerve, 
that they were all armed after the European man-, 


ner, becauſe that may well be imagined, . only my 
horſe had no jack-boots ; it being impoſlible for me 
to bring the Turks to the uſe of them. : 

I had found the means to gain over fix able engi- 


neers, three French, two Germans, and one [talian; 


one of the Swiſs was my adjutant-general, and 
the other major- general of the cavalry. All my 
troops were divided into regiments z each ef which 
conſiſted either of three baitallions, or three ſqua- 
drons; all tolerabiy diſciplined, as far as the va- 
r10us nations, whereof they were compoſed, would 
admit. Eight days after their departure, my dear 
Salviati mounts her horſe, at the head of her regi- 
ment, (to which J had given her name) to begin 
her march, and ſerve us as a convoy; and it may 
be truly affirmed, that this regiment was the flower 


of all the cavalry, both with regard to the men 


and the horſes. All the troopers were young, 
ſtrong, robuſt, and capable of undergoing great 
fatigues; all the horſes were Per/ans ; and I had 
diſtributed amongſt them thoſe that were ſent me 
by Thamas Rouli Kan, 
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My ſpouſe had choſen the Sig to command un- 
der her, and ſerve her as her gentleman of the horſe ; 
and as he was a man of great prudence, very brave, 
and perfectly well verſed in the military art, I was 
eaſy about the ſafety of my dear Sa/viari. As ſoon 
as ſhe was gone from Conſtantinople, I went and took 
leave of the Sultan and my friends; which done, I 
left the care of my houſe to Signora Barnetti, and 
flew to join the regiment of Salviati at Belgrade, 
This is a ſmall village, fituated in the midſt of a 
wood, about four leagues from Conſtantinople; and 
is only to be admired for its pleaſant ſituation, and 
a number of pretty country ſeats, which the Franks 
have built there, to retire to in ſummer, when the 
plague begins to rage. One finds in this foreſt the 
fineſt walks in the world, where the ſun- beams never 
penetrate z to which may be added, that one enjoys 
there a perpetual ſpring. 

It is not my deſign here, to give a circumſtantial 
journal of all the actions or exploits wherein I was 
concerned in this war; accounts of this nature gene- 
rally make the reader ready to fall aſleep; and one 
mult be of the profeſſion, to take any pleaſure there- 
in. Beſides, I will own ingenuouſly, that, during 
the two campaigns, wherein I had ſome hand, I had 
hardly any other buſineſs, than to be conſtantly in 
motion, and make continual marches and counter- 
marches. The chief officers of the Turks being per- 
ſuaded, if my little army came to an engagement, it 
would carry away all the honour of the victory, took 
a reſolution, not only not to employ me in any action 
of importance, but alſo'to ruin my troops, by ſuffer- 
ing them to want all manner of neceſſaries: fo that 
being expoſed to ſcarcity and famine, for want of their 
pay, it was eaſy for them to inveigle away great part 
of them. This conſtrained me, at the end of the 
ſecond campaign, to return to Conſtantinople, and 
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complain of the unjuſt procedure of thoſe who had 
orders not to let me want any thing for the ſupport 


of the forces under my command. In ſhort, there | 


was only the regiment of Salviati that remained en- 
tire and faithful z becauſe my wife ſold many jewels 
of value, to ſupply them with ſubſiſtence, and pay 
them. Neither, indeed, can one, without injuſtice, 
deny them the honour of having highly diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves, on all occaſions, whenever they came to 
blows. | 
Being ſatisfied, that if ever vigilance and caution 
is neceſſary,” it is chiefly at the army; and that the 
ſoldiers muſt rely upon the care of their generals and 
officers, who muſt be anſwerable for their lives and 
ſafety ; whilſt it is the ſoldier's buſineſs to fight, and 
endure the fatigues of their profeſſion ; I called my 
council of war, two days after my arrival at the 
camp near Adrianople, both to regulate the march of 
the army, and to encourage the officers to do their 
duty. Accordingly, I began by giving them ſome 
inſtructions, and concluded as follows: It is not 
the whole duty of a general, (ſaid I) to defeat the 
enemy, nor yet to gain battles; he muſt alſo know 
how to make good uſe of a victory. An officer is 
but very indifferent, when overjoyed with having 
beaten a party, he contents himſelf with the glory he 
fancies he has acquired; and, as if he durſt not en- 
tirely deſtroy the enemy, or diſable them from doing 
him any prejudice at another juncture, he gives them 
time to recover themſelves, and rally afreſh : Inſo- 
much that, after having ſhed rivers of blood, his 
work is all to be done over again, for want of know- 
ing how to improve his advantages. I know well 
the moſt ſkilful in the art of war commit faults, 
which the common ſoldiers frequently diſcover, and 
at which they murmur; for they are thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the abilities, talents, and valcur of 
thoſe 
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thoſe who command them : but they never do them 


| Juſtice, nor eſtcem them, till they are truly deſerv- 


ing. Then, indced, they are ncither diſcouraged by 
fatigues nor dangers, when their officers ſh-w them 
the example; a diſintereſted temper, eſpecially, is 
what endears a leader to his ſoldiers. If a com- 
mander does not always continue reſolute and un- 
moved, in the midſt of the greateſt perils, it is im- 
poſſible he ſhould give his orders with that calmneſs 
and preſence of mind, that is neceſſary to prevent 
overſights or diſappointments. To conclude, it 
is not by butchering a multitude of enemics, a man 
ought to think of ſignalizing himſelf: when they 
are overcome and routed, we ſhould moderate the 
fury of the ſoldiers, who are always bent upon ſlaugh- 
ter, and be contented with the honour of the victory. 
In a word, the prudence of a general muſt be equal 
to his courage; he muſt have conſtancy and reſolu- 
tion in all dangerous occurrences ; he muſt lay hold 
with addreſs on all favourable circumſtances; and, 
above all, muſt conceal from the enemy what ſitua- 
tion he is himſelf in, and take the greateſt care of 
his men, who expoſe themſelves to fo many fatigues, 
and ſacrifice their own Jives to acquire him glory.” 

After this ſhort diſcourſe, we regulated the march 
of the troops as far as the !rontiers. I will here con- 


feſs, that at that moment I found in myſelf as much 


vigour and courage as I had at the age of thirty, 
and that all my ambition revived : Ir was a misfor- 
tune for me not to meet with opportunities ſuffici- 
ently favourable to make the b-{t uſe of this my good 
diſpoſition, Notwithſtandirg all my artillery con- 
ſiſted only of twenty picces of cannon, ten twelve 
pounders, and the others but eight, with ſome mor- 
tars of between eight and nine inches in the bore, 


our march was exceſſively fatiguing and laborious, 


becauſe of the - continual rains that had ſpoiled the 
roads. 
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roads. At laſt, after infinite toils, we arrived upon 
the banks of the Danube, where we encamped ſome 
time, in order to diſcover on what ſide I might pe- 
netrate the fartheſt. Mean while, by little and little, 
advanced as far as Beſcabara, a caſtle tolerably for- 
tificd; and as there is in the neighbourhood an iſland 
in the midſt of the Da»ube, I cauſed ſome brigan- 
tines to be built there, for tranſporting forage, pro- 
viſion, and military ſtores. From this camp I ſent 
ſome ſmall detachments on all ſides, both to get in- 
telligence, and bring in priſoners. One day, a- 
mongſt the reſt, being informed that a conſiderable 
body of troops had appeared near Orſomelo, a pretty 
large town in Walacbia, I reſolved to attack and 
take them, which I partly executed; but they were 
only a heap of militia, whom they had gathered 
from all parts, ſo that I had diſperſed them in an 
inſtant. This little expedition had induced me to 
quit the Danube, and direct my march towards Te- 
meſwar ; but, at the time when I leaſt expected it, 
I was ſtopped, and in a manner inveſted by a body 
of between ten and twelve thouſand horſe, conſiſting 
of Coſſacks and Huſſars. 

Having drawn up my troops in order of battle, to 
receive them, my dear Salviati, at the head of her 
regiment, which I had placed in the center, advan- 
cing to begin the onſet, met with a ditch, that diſ- 
ordered her ſquadrons as they paſſed it. Being per- 
ſuaded the enemy would not loſe ſo fair an opportu- 
nity of falling upon them, I cauſed four more ſqua- 
drons to advance and ſuſtain them. Nevertheleſs, 
the foremoſt of their forces, far from taking advan- 
tage of this little confuſion, only made one ſingle 
diſcharge of their ſmall arms, as if for form's ſake, 
and betook themſelves to flight; after which, the 
two firſt ſquadrons turned their backs, without firing 


ſo much as one piſtol, Hereupon, the regiment « 
| | Sal- 


256 MEMOIRS / 


; Salviati, redoubling their courage at the Aight of ll cl 
| the enemy, as it generally happens, purſued after 1 
them full gallop. This raſhneſs alarmed me conſi- 


| derably ; for I was immediately ſatisfied it was only d 
{ a feint of the enemy's, to draw us into a defile, where of 


they had placed about twelve ſquadrons ; wherefore ef 
I flew with the ſquadron of my right, at whoſe head I dit 


I was, in order to ſupport them when they ſhould ras 
be repulſed. What I had foreſeen came to paſs; gr 
four freſh ſquadrons of the enemy wheel about on a ar 
fudden, and charge the regiment of Salviati in the rel 


flank, whilſt four others wait to receive them and io 
prevent their retreat: in effect, they drove them be- ſl 


fore them about two hundred paces. Finding then, gr. 
that the whole ſtorm was going to fall upon my the 
r ſpouſe, and perceiving there were but two ſqua- wh 
drons with me, I wheeled off to the right, where col 
the ground was wider, and formed as it were an pa 
angle on the ſide of the enemy's : this done, I cauſed. fie 
my ſquadrons to make a half- wheel, in order to face Pe 


the road, and at the ſame time leave it free for Sal- 
viati's three broken ſquadrons. I then take the ene- 8a 


my in flank, and the Swiſs Acber rallying his ſqua- ſot 
drons at the ſame juncture, made them fire ſo ſea- ber 
fonably, that I believe not one ſhot was ineffectual. = 

e 


That inſtant all engage; and my wife's horſe, which 
had been wounded, fell dead under her : neverthe- _ 


Jes, I faw her diſengage herſelf from it like light- I beo 
ning; and, before I can fly to her aſſiſtance, ſhe wy 
ſhoots through the head a Huſſar officer, whoſe arm * 
was uplifted to diſcharge upon her a ſtroke with his lo 
ſabre; then, on his falling to the ground, leaps with i 
incredible agility upon his horſe, and opens herſelf ©: 
a way, ſcymiter in hand, thro' the enemies where- ® 
with I was ſurrounded, places herſelf at my fide, — 


and wards off a ſtroke with a ſabre of a Coſſack, 
which would have deprived me of life; fo that I 


eſcaped 
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eſcaped only with a wound, which, though conſide- 
rable, was not very dangerous, | 

I muſt own ſuch uncommon intrepidity and ad- 
dreſs in a woman, but little accuſtomed to ſuch kind 
of expeditions, aſtoniſhed me inexpreſſibly; and, in 
effect, her regiment, being witneſſes to ſo extraor- 
dinary an action, were animated with double cou- 
rage, which partly cauſed the defeat of the enemy; 
great numbers of whom were killed, and five hun- 
dred taken priſoners, whilſt the reſt fled away for 
refuge to the mountains. We loſt, on this occa- 
ſion, about three hundred men. My wife had a 
ſight contuſion in the ſhoulder, which a ball had 
grazed upon; and myſelf a pretty deep cut in 
the head. About noon we returned to our camp, 
where we continued a month without action, on ac- 
count of my wound, which cauſed me moſt exquiſite 
pain, Mean while, ſince my having taken the 
field, I had not received the leaſt relief from the 
Porte; neither, though I had written ſeveral letters 
to the Grand Vizier, had I any anſwer, This ſilence 
gave me ſome uneaſineſs; and the more, becauſe 
ſome officers of the other army, who came on pre- 
tence of viſiting their friends, inveigled my beſt ſol- 
diers from me, by little and little. I was alſo ſatiſ- 
fied, that the chief of the white eunuchs, who was 
not in my interef', did me ill offices: I was amazed, 
however, that the Grand Vizier, knowing me ſo 
well as he did, ſhould let theſe ill offices make any 
impreſſion upon him. In effect, it was not theſe a- 
lone that did me a prejudice z the Under Vizier, who 
was alſo high treaſurer, had inſpired him with jea- 
louſy of me; wherefore, he would not put it in my 
power, to perform too ſhining actions. In ſhore, 
he foreſaw his own diſgrace approaching, and was 
deſirous of ſupporting himſelf at the expence of my 
fortune 
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fortune and advancement; but I was not apprized 


of this till ſome months after. 


The Kaimakan, my friend, to whom I had ſent 


my complaints, together with a circumſtantial jour- 


nal of my conduct ſince my departure from Conſtan- 
tinople, wrote me word, that he had come to high 
words with the Under Vigier on my account, and 
that they had even procecded to threatnings and re- 
proaches. He added, that the Sul/an hardly duiſt 
oppoſe his ſentiments, and had therefore bid him ex- 


hort me to patience; that the face of affairs might 


ſoon change; that, nevertheleſs, he foreſaw I ſhould 
have many mortifications to undergo in this war; 
that the little victory I had gained had put all my 
enemies in motion, as fearing my reputation might 
raiſe me to the higheſt employments to their preu- 
dice; and that the Grand Vigier was at the army. 
It is your buſineſs, dear Baſſa, (ſaid he, at the 
Concluſion of his letter) to concert your meaſures fo 
wiſely, that you may be able to ſupport yourſelf, 
without any other aſſiſtance than that of your own 
induſtry, This very diſagreeable news determined 
me to put all to the hazard, 1n order to ſubſiſt my 
troops, and appeaſe their murmurs. With this view 
then I formed the deſign of leading them to plunder 
in the very heart of Hungary; and I managed mat- 


ters ſo well, that I entirely ſtripped ſix villages, and 


two Jarge towns, which enabled me to ſupport my- 


ſelf during this firſt campaign; but then I alſo ex- 


poſed myſelf to infinite hazards. In effect, a body 
of eighteen thouſand Germans, all hardy veterans, 
and inured to the wars, were ſent to flop up all the 


- paſſes, when I ſhould make my retreat; it became 


neceſſary, therefore, to come to blows with thoſe 
brave fellows, and I do not think I ever ſaw ſo ſharp 
an engagement. The caſe was, to ſave my troops 

in 
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in the midſt of an enemy's country, where I ſhould 
have been harraſſed on all ſides, both by the regular 
forces, and the peaſants ; fo that inſenſibly I ſhould 
have been rendered unable to attempt opening my- 
ſelf a way back again; and to return to the neigh- 
bourhood of the Danube. In the mean while, I 
paſſed and repaſſed the Teiſſe, near to Z:1nock, in the 
ſight of the Germans; but ſcarce had I arrived at the 
defiles in the mountains, when they began to harraſs 
my rear-guard continually. Finding myſelf then 
expoſed to all the ſtorm, I diſpoſed the march of my 
little army in ſuch a manner, that it was ſecured from 
inſults. Its order was as follows: 

Two ordinary guards of fifty horſe. 

A hundred dragoons, with a cart, that held our 
neceſſary tools, | | 

Three ſquadrons of the main guard, the laſt of 
which was of Sa/viatrs regiment, 

Three hundred horſe, commanded by a colonel. 

The dragoons, at the head of the cavalry of the 
firſt line of the left wing. 

Six pieces of cannon, with their ammunition, 

The reſt of the cavalry. 

Then followed the ſecond line of the left wing of 
the cavalry, the firſt ſquadron of which was of Sal- 
viati*s regiment, 

The reſt of the infantry of the firſt line. 

The reſt of the cannon, with their am munition. 

Half the infantry, 

The corps de reſerve was commanded by one of 
my Germans. 

The infantry of the ſecond line, excepting one 
battallion, which was in the rear of the laſt regiment 
of the ſecond line. 

The firſt and ſecond line of the right wing, with 


8 2 All 


a battalion in their rear, 
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All the baggage horſes marched in two ſquadrong, 
and were followed by the reſt of the troops; then 
the carts and waggons, guarded by one battalion and 
two ſquadrons, | 

I have here ſet down the order of our march, only 
to ſhew that we were in an incloſed country, and in 
roads lined with water-gangs, or ditches full of a 
running ſtream, on the right and left. We marched 
on then, without altering this order in any manner, 
almoſt five weeks, On recetving intelligence of my 
retreat, the Germans had encamped behind ſome ri- 
ſing grounds, and I had only juſt time to draw up 
my men, before they attacked me. Having found 
a brow of a hill, very fit for erecting two batteries 
thereon, I cauſcd my cannon to be placed there with 
the utmolt diligence ; and ten or twelve diſcharges, 
very ſeaſonably made, thinned the ranks of the ene- 
my's cavalry greatly, and put them into diſorder, 
I had formed ſeven lines of my ſquadrons, becauſe 
the riſing grounds on my right and left allowed only 
room to place one ſquadron in front. Ten paces be- 
fore the firſt ſquadron of Salviali's regiment, at the 
head whereof my ſpouſe was herſelf, marched two 
ſmall bodies of infantry. Between theſe, and ano- 
ther r8giment which was in the rear of that ſquadron, 
I had placed four pieces of ſmall cannon, to uſe them 
as occaſion ſhould require. We purſued our march 
thus ſlowly, till a little after, when having made 
ſome reflections, I cauſed a regiment of foot to wheel 


off to my right, beyond the ditches, in order to fire 


upon the flank of part of the enemy's horſe. In 
ſhort, after a very bloody engagement tor two hours, 
I opened mylelf a way through them, nor did any 
one afrerwards attempt to diſpute my paſſage. I 
can truly ſay, my dear Salviati behaved with aſto- 
niſhing valour on this occaſion, being always — 
a 0 
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ed by her faithful Acher. Nay, when the battle was 


„over, ſhe flew in purſuit of the enemy, and within 


nan hour brought off two ſquadrons, who had forti- 
d IF fied themſelves in a narrow paſs, after a ſecond diſ- 
te, no leſs obſtinate than the former ; but as ſoon 
as ſhe had preſented the officers to me, ſhe obliged 
me to let them go upon their parole. Being then 
equally acquainted with the generoſity and ſex of 
their conqueror, they extolled her bravery and me- 
rit to the higheſt degree. | 
After this expedition, I hardly did any thing the 
reſt of the campaign. The ſecond year, my troops 
diſbanded for want of their pay; and as I was dan- 


gerouſly wounded in the thigh, I removed to Adri- 


anople; from whence, after being cured, I ſer out 
tor the Porte, to concert proper meaſures for retaking 
the field; having left to the two Swiſs the care of 
the remains of my army, which conſiſted of between 
four and five thouſand men. As ſoon as I had reached 
Conſtantinople, 1 went directly to the Kaimakan, 
that he might apprize the Sultan of my arrival. He 
told me two days after, his highneſs was very well 
ſatisfied with my conduct, and had reſolved to ſend 
me to command the main army, but that I muſt 
wait yet fome time, He then confeſſed to ine pri- 
vately, that Mahomet was going to recal the Grand 
Vizier, and that he believed his diſgrace inevitable. 

Hereupon I engaged this dear friend to deſire a ſe- 

cret audience for me of the Sultan, and next day 

he ſent me word it was granted, but the time was 

not fixed; in effect, it was above a fortnight before 

[ heard any more about it. Ar laſt, his highneſs 

ordered the Kaimekan to bring me to great Kiosk, 
after evening prayer; and as this interview was at- 
tended with ſome circumſtances of conſiderable im- 
portance, I will here give an account thereof. 
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Jam come, ſaid I to the Sultan, to render my 


& moſt humble thanks to your auguſt majeſty, moſt 
& ſublime and moſt invincible emperor of the faith- 
“ful muſſelmen, worthy ſucceſſor of the great pro- 
& phet, that you have been willing to approve the 
& reaſons which have forced me to humble myſelf 


* before your aweſul throne, and are ſatisfied with 


& my conduct. Yes, Baſſa Bonneval, anſwered his 
“ highneſs, with an open countenance, I know the 
& malice of your enemies; but you ſhall be revenged. 
& I am tranſported with joy, moſt gracious empe- 
& ror, replied I; above two years I have done no- 
< thing but languiſh ; your Grand Viztier has cauſed 
& the deſtruction of my army, for which J had taken 
* ſo much pains; his jealouſy, and ſordid avarice, 
& has excited a revolt amongſt my troops, which 
& was near coſting me my life; and indeed I would 
cs rather actually ſuffer death, than be expoſed to ſuch 
& misfortunes and diſappointments :* this ſaid, the 
tears came into my eyes. | | 

The Sultan, ſeeing me ſo much concerned, ſeemed 
moved himſelf, and told me; © I ſhall look upon 


you now as one of the principal ſupports of my 


« empire z but ſwear to me that you will be diſcreet, 


and execute faithfully what I am going to enjoin 


«you? ] want fidelity and diſcretion, in what re- 


© Jates to your highneſs! cried I; I would ſacrifice 
en thouſand lives, were they in my power, rather 


<« than neglect, in the leaſt, the performance of your 


© ſacred commands. Well, then, continued he, 


& prepare to ſet out in about a fortnight; chuſe from 
* amongſt my guards four thouſand Fanizaries, and 
c as many Spabi's; and ſend an expreſs to your of- 


* ficers, with orders to draw together the reſt of 


ce your troops, and lead them to Chrourlich; (this 


is à village on the road to ADRIANOPLE, avout 


„ trwenty- 


1 
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« jroenty-five leagues from CONSTANTINOPLE) and 


« the night before your departure, I will put into 
„your hands a Fetfa, to arreſt the Grand Vizier as 


« he paſſes by. But this will require abundance of 


« caution, addreſs, and courage ; for, as he has ſome 
« miſtruſt, he will have a ſtrong convoy : neverthe- 
« Jeſs, I rely upon you for the execution of this com- 
« miſſion,” This ſaid, he diſmiſſed me. 

It may eaſily be judged, that this confidence re- 


poſed in me by the Sultan, gave me fo exceſſive a 


Joy and pleaſure, that it was with difficulty I re- 
ſtrained my tranſports and acknowledgments for it z 
and I reliſhed this pleaſure the more, as I had not 
the leaſt expectation of it, A ſmall favour, received 
when one has no thoughts of it, ſupplies the place of 
a great one, and is looked upon as ſomewhat conſi- 
derable: I leave my readers therefore to judge, 
whether I was in the wrong to think as I did, that 
I ſhould arrive at the higheſt dignities and fortune. 
Nevertheleſs, this particular diſtinction of the Sul- 
tan's proved itſelf an obſtacle to my preferment. All 
the courtiers united againſt me, and declared openly, 
they would never ſubmit to my command; in a 
word, they in a manner forced the emperor to con- 
clude a peace, and to baniſh me : But, before I re- 
late theſe two occurrences, I muſt give an account 
of all that happened previouſly thereto. 

On coming away from this audience, I engaged 
my dear friend the Kaimakan to ſpend the next day 
with me at my houſe, that we might conſult toge- 
ther about taking proper meaſures to execute the or- 
ders of his highneſs. He adviſed me by no means 
to make a ſecret of it to my wife, being equally ſa- 
tisfied of her diſcretion, and of her courage: but 
ſcarce had my dear Salviati heard the news, when 
ſhe fell into a deep ſtudy. Surprized at the kind of 
ſtupefactioa wherc with ſhe ſeemed feized, What! 
84 my 
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my dear ſpouſe, cried I, methinks you appear con- 
cerned at the Vigier's diſgrace! can you be affected 
with his downfal, after all the misfortunes he has 
cauſed us? No, my dear count, anſwered ſhe, it is 
not ſo much his being diſplaced, that has given riſe 


to the thoughts which at preſent perplex me, as the 


conſequences that will enſue from thence. This af- 
fair ſeems to me extremely tickliſh, and makes me 
apprehend ſome fatal accident: and I will even own 
ingenuouſly, that, notwithſtanding the ill uſage and 
vexation we have met with from this miniſter, I 
cannot help pitying him. The life of man is ſubject 
to ſo many evils, misfortunes, and croſſes, that it 
would almoſt always be waſted away in trouble and 
ſorrow, were there not ſomebody to ſympathize with 


his afflictions, and to endeavour to lighten che bur- 


then. The different ties that ſubſiſt amongſt man- 
kind, engage us to concern ourſelves about what af- 
fects them; even ſelf- love, which generally corrupts 
all the good we do, makes us ſenſible of the misfor- 


tunes of our neighbour, and inſpires us with the de- 


fire of relieving him, not ſo much for his ſake, as 
for our own : For, if we reflect ever ſo little upon 
the uncertainty of all ſublunary things, we ſee the 
moſt wealthy impoveriſhed in a ſhort time, by the 
ugly ſcrapes with which they meet; we find the 
ſtrongeſt, and the moſt healthy, ſeized with long 
and incurable diſtempers, when they think the leaſt 
of it; and we may obſerve, that the molt happy, 
and the greateſt favourites of fortune, become often 
the objects of the public hatred. Theſe conſidera- 


tions alone incline us to pity and aſſiſt the wretched, - 


that the ſame regard may be ſhewn to us, ſhould 
the ſame accidents befal us, and ſhould our fortune 
change, Self-love alone then prompts us to ſympa- 
thize with the misfortunes of our neighbour. Ano- 


ther refleRion alſo makes ſome impreſſion upon me. 
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The Grand Vizier has abundance who are his crea- 
tures, and owe their fortunes to him; theſe ſelf- inte- 
reſted friends will combine together in his behalf, 


and will form a very conſiderable party; and as this 


party will not be able to revenge themſelves u 
the Sultan himſelf, all their malice will be directed 
againſt you. The emperor, though abſolute maſter 
of all, cannot ſupport his authority, unleſs he is aſ- 
ſiſted by his principal officers, and all theſe officers 
will heartily eſpouſe the cauſe of the firſt miniſter, 
and will form a cabal which may become fatal to 
you: It is not therefore his diſgrace only that affects 
me, but the commiſſion his highneſs has given you, 
I know very well, the only courſe you can take, is 
to obey; but then your obedience muſt be attended 
with the utmoſt prudence, that you may not be ac- 
cuſed of having inſpired the Sallan with this deſign. 
My advice therefore is, that you ſhould leave the ex- 
ecution of this order to me; I will conceal myſelf in 
the village of Chiourlich, with the two Chiaoux, and 
as ſoon as I am informed the Grand Vixier is in the 
tent that will be prepared for him, I will preſent the 
Fetfa to him, and demand his ſcymeter. In a 
word, rely upon me for the whole iſſue of this af- 
fair. | 

The Kaimakan being come to my houſe, as he 
had promiſed, I acquainted him with my wife's ap- 
prehenſions, and he allowed her reaſoning was juſt 


and prudent: It was therefore concluded to leave to 


her the management of this weighty buſineſs. Ar a 
fortaight's end, every thing being ready for my de- 
parture, the regiment of Salviati, which had ſerved 
as our convoy, and was encamped in the neighbour- 


hood of Conſtantinople, began to file off, to form the 


vanguard; after which followed the Fanizaries, and 


the Spabis compoſed the rear-guard, 
Being 
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Being arrived at Chiourlich, I cauſed lines to be 
made, in order to ſecure my camp from inſults. It 
was covered on both fides-by a ſmall rapid ſtream, 
and ſome rocks, on whoſe ſummits were placed 
twelve pieces of cannon : there were alſo in the front 
two little batteries that commanded the country, ſo 
that I was in a condition to ſuſtain a ſiege in form, 
and to oppoſe an army of thirty thouſand men. This 
done, a noble tent was prepared for the reception of 
the Vizier, and, in ſhort, all was ready and in or- 
der at the end of three weeks. Already I began to 
be uneaſy about his arrival, when word was brought 
me, that he had taken another road upon the right ; 
whereupon, my dear Salviati, who had the order 
ſigned by the Mufti, mounted her horſe at the head 


of a ſquadron of her regiment, on pretence of going 


a hunting. In ſcouring the country, ſhe diſcovered 


a kind of camp upon the fide of a large brook, a- 


bout a league from mine; and the richneſs of the 
tents left her no room to doubt of the Vigier's be- 
ing there: Upon which, ſne immediately diſpatched 
an expreſs to me with this neus; as alſo to acquaint 
me, that the convoy of this miniſter did not ſeem to 
exceed four thouſand men, which gave me abun- 
dance of pleaſure. After ſome moments conſidera- 
tion, ſhe concealed the Chiaoux, together with her 
ſquadron, in a defile between the mountains, and 
advanced with only three of her officers to wait up- 
on the Vigier. This prime miniſter, who had heard 
a very extraordinary account of her military exploits, 
(for it is a kind of prodigy in Turkey, to ſee a wo- 
man at the head of a regiment) being informed ſhe 
was deſirous of the honour of paying her reſpects to 
him, had a mind to view this fort of heroine; and 
accordingly gave orders immediately for introducing 


her into his tent. As ſoon as ſhe came into his pre- 
3 lence, 
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ſence, he was ſo charmed with her compliments and 
behaviour, that he promiſed to come and view my 
camp. It would be a ſenſible mortification, ſaid 
ſhe, to my ſpouſe, not to have the honour of paying 
you the reſpects due to you ; and I ſhall always con- 
gratulate myſelf upon having procured him this ho- 
nour, ſince you aſſure me it is in complaiſance to me. 

Fully believing he would readily fall into this ſnare, 
ſhe diſpatched one of her officers to bid me prepare, 
within an hour, to receive a viſit from the Vizier > 
Nevertheleſs, there happened a misfortune, which, 
one would have thought, ſhould of courſe have cauſed 
our ſcheme to miſcarry ; but, on the contrary, it 
contributed towards rendering it the more ſucceſsful. 
So true it 1s, that chance general:y determines all the 
affairs of life; and that human prudence finds the beſt 
concerted deſigns become proſperous or abortive, 
ſuch means alone as it could not poſſibly foreſee. 

My wife had neglected informing the Chiaoux of 
the Vzier's reſolution ; thoſe officers, therefore, be- 
ing uneaſy at her too long abſence, were preparing 
to come in ſearch of her with the ſquadron: Mean 
while, the firſt miniſter had already ſet out from his 
camp, with his principal commanders; but ſeeing 
this party of horſc follow him full ſpeed, he conceived 
ſome milſtruit, ſo that he cauled his men to halt that 
| inſtant. My dear Salviati imagined his defign, and 


accordingly made a ſign to Acher, who attended her, 


to come and apprize me of this diſappointment; 
whereupon, Acher, who was abſolutely a ſtranger to 
my orders to arreſt the Vizier, flips away, very un- 
eaſy, and informs me of what paſſed., This news 
gave me ſome concern; wherefore I reſolved to in- 
tercept him in his march, if he attempted to turn 
back again, Whilſt he continued in ſuſpence, I 
know not by what fatal accident, a muſquet-ſhot 
glanced againſt the neck of my wife's horſe z upon 

which, 
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which the poor beaſt, feeling himſelf wounded, took 
the bit in his teeth, and brought her away with in- 
credible ſpeed towards my camp. The Grand Vi- 
zier, frightened at the danger to which ſhe was ex- 
poſed, ſpurred after her full gallop, and all his retinue 
following him, they arrived at my camp, juſt as I was 
preparing to ſend ſix ſquadrons of horſe to carry 
them off. My wife's horſe being quite ſpent, fell 
down dead, - in endeavouring to break through a 
ſquadron that was drawn up very cloſe, infomuch 
that ſhe had an arm broken on this occaſton : find- 
ing her, therefore, unable to execute the orders of his 
highneſs, I had her carried into her tent, and went 
afterwards to pay my reſpects to the Grand Vigier, 
who ſeemed to me very eaſy. In effect, the ho- 
nours I cauſed to be ſhewn him abſolutely baniſhed 
all miſtruſt from his mind : continual diſcharges of 
the cannon and ſmall-arms were made ior {ix hours; 
and in the evening, during a magnificent ſupper that 
I had cauſed to be got for him, theſe rejoicings were 
begun again, and laſted till very late at night. I 
then ordered the guards to be doubled, and had the 
Grand Vigier's tent ſurrounded with three ſquadrons 
of the regiment of Salviati, on pretence of their ſerv- 
ing him as his guard. | 

As ſoon as he had diſmiſſed his officers, to enjoy 
the ſweets of reſt, before my taking leave of him, 
J prepared him, by a ſhort ſpeech, to receive the 
orders of his highneſs with ſubmiſſion; and what 
follows is, within a little, what my eloquence ſug- 
geſted to me on this occaſion. - © Illuſtrious and 
„ much to be reſpected Vizier, the envy which your 
« great qualities has cauſed, had procured you irre- 
* concileable enemies. Such extraordinary merit as 
* raiſes one man above the rank of the generality of 
* mankind, is ſcarcely ever pardoned ; and it is with 


* the utmoſt reluctance and concern, I am command- 
a — 
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«ed to let you know, that they who repine at your 
« olory, have prepoſſeſſed the Sultan, your auguſt 
« ſovereign and mine, againſt you. They have ac- 
e cuſed you of oppreſſion, and many other crimes 
e inſomuch that the people demand your life; and 
&« as his highneſs has {till a kindneſs for you, it i 
c undoubtedly for your preſervation, he has ordered 
me to carry you to the caſtle of the ſeven towers, 
] hope it will be eaſy for you to juſtify yourſelf ; 
e and for my part, will leave nothing undone to in- 
e duce the emperor to render you all the juſtice you 
“ deſerve.” 

This ſaid, I preſented him with the Fetfa, which 
he kiſſed, and laid to his forehead, as a certain fign 
of his ſubmiſſion : nevertheleſs, he could not help 
ſhedding tears when he delivered me. his ſcymeter, 
and told me, I am amazed that Baſſa Bonneval, 
whom I have always diſtinguiſhed by a ſincere good- 
will, ſhould undertake ſuch a commiſſion ; or, at 
leaſt, that he ſhould not have ſent me notice of it: 
on the contrary, he has betrayed me, and this trea- 
chery affects me more than my diſgrace; but my 
friends will, perhaps, find the means to revenge me. 
This ſaid, inſtead of taking any reſt, he only em- 
ployed himſelf in breathing out a thouſand invectives 
and execrations againſt his highneſs and the Kaima- 
kan. | 
Next morning, at break of day, I ordered the 
trumpets to ſound to horſe; and the Yizier's atten- 
dants being informed I had arreſted him by the Grand 
Seignior's order, diſperſed themſelves in an inſtant. 
All his friends forſook him; there was not ſo much 
as one, I fay not ſo much as one, who ſeemed 
touched at his downfal. I muſt confeſs this beha- 
viour cauſed me to make very ſerious reflections; 
and I then became perfectly ſenſible, that adverſity 


carries with it a ſort of contagion, which induces men 
| to 
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to fly the unfortunate, and devote themſelves to 
thoſe on whom the blind goddeſs: ſeems to ſmile, 
This I alſo experienced ſoon after in my turn; my 
beſt friends, my boſom companions, who were 


warmeſt in their profeſſions of good-will, did no- 


thing to extricate me from my troubles ; but. many 
of them betrayed me, in order to gain by my mis- 
fortunes, and make their court at my expence. 

After leaving the care of my camp to the Swiſs 
Acher, and defiring him to have my dear Salviati, 
who underwent the moſt exquiſite pain, conveyed 
ſafely to Conſtantinople, I put myſelf at the head of 
the Spabis and Fanizaries, to conduct the Grand 
Vizier to the ſeven towers: mean while, this mini- 
ſter ſpoke not a ſingle word, but would eat alone, 
and in private. I believe it will not be taken amiſs, 
if I here draw his picture in miniature. He was 
about ſeventy, of a diſagreeable look, tall, but fat, 
and pretty luſty. He had ſomewhat fierce and ſa- 
vage in his countenance, that ſtruck people with 
horror. Though ſordidly avaritious, he behaved 
with haughtineſs, and was full of artifice. He was 
of few words, and of a moroſe temper. Being the 
fon of a corſair, he had been uſed, from his moſt 
tender infancy, to plundering and the ſight of blood- 
ſhed ; inſomuch that rapine and extortion ſeemed in 
him vices that were in a mapner inherent. He had 
an innate averſion for arms and war; he was ſober 
and frugal at his table; negligent in his dreſs, even 


ſo far as, in ſome meaſure, to diſregard decency, 


He counterfeited piety and devotion, but it was ſu- 
ſpected that fear rendered him an hypocrite. It was 
e this ſame principle of puſilanimity, that his 
diſſimulation proceeded, and it was in this his Whole 
policy conſiſted. An ill. judged love of peace had 
induced him to make ſcandalous advances to Kouli 


Khan, and ſuch as were contrary to the glory and 
: welfare 
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welfare of the empire. His timorous and ſc}iifh tem» 
per had cauſed bim to be deſpiſed extremely. 

Scone had he been arreſted, before he appeared 
as mean-ſpirited in adverſity, as he had been haughty 
and preſumptuous in proſperity. Neverthelefs, he 
flattered himſelf that his creatures would raiſe inſur- 
rect ions to reſtore him to his poſt, but he was de- 
ceived in his hopes; inſomuch that, after having 
ſtaid fifteen days in the caſtle of the ſeven towers, he 
was removed to Georgia, where he died, two months 
after his arrival in that country. The ſecrets of pro- 
vidence are ſo unſearchable, that it would be raſh to 
judge of the conſcience of men by the good or evil 
that happens to them here; for as it is certain, that 
adverſity is ſometimes a divine infliction for miſbe- 
haviour, ſo undoubtedly it is alſo ſometimes the 
touchſtone of virtue, and a means of weaning us 
from the world. In effect, we every day ſee good 
men miſerable, and profligates happy; but what we 
cannot be miſtaken in is, in judging by actions. 
The Grand Vizier had fo publickly expoſed juſtice 
to ſale, and preferred his own infamous avarice to the 
true intereſt and glory of the empire, that his diſ- 
grace, baniſhment, and death, which (as was given 
out, though 1t is not certain) he underwent by being 
ſtrangled upon the road, may ſerve as an example 
to others, and be reckoned as the puniſhment of hea- 
ven, I may truly affirm, that I did my utmoſt to 
ſave him, but the crimes laid to his charge were too 
enormous, and too ſcandalous; and it is certain, the 
populace would have torn him in pieces, had he 
fallen into their hands, This cataſtrophe did not 
| cauſe any tumult; revolutions of this kind happen ſo 
frequently at the Oitoman Porte, that ſcarce any one 
is ſurprized thereat. 

As ſoon as I had delivered up this miniſter to the 
governor of the ſeven towers, I went to the Seraglia, 
to 
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to render an account of my conduct. The Sultan, 
being informed of the ſucceſs of this expeditior . 
waited for me with great impatience in the chamþ?- 
of the Divan, together with all the officers, who Fi 
ſo baſely abandoned the Vizier, the moment he vas 
arreſted. After having given him a faithful and 
circumſtantial account of every particular, he careſſed 
me, extolled my courage and prudence, and aſſured 
me of his entire favour: this drew upon me many 
congratulations from theſe falſe friends; but I de- 
ſpiſed them too much to vouchſafe them any anſwer, 
which was what fet them all againſt me. The news 
of the Sultan's having ſo much diſtinguiſhed me 
being ſpread abroad, one might have ſeen an extra- 
ordinary concourſe of people of all conditions,, who 
came to make their court to me: there was then no 
4 viſible difference, between my friends, my enemies, 
and thoſe who were indifferent, every one ſpeaking 

and acting alike; we ſhall ſoon ſee whether their be- 

) haviour to me did not alter. 
1 Four days after the diſgrace of the Grand Vixier, 
a general Divan was called, to examine into the 
. complaints brought againſt him; and he was al- 
moſt unanimouſly agreed to be guilty of high trea- 
ſon ; nevertheleſs, the Sultan granted him his life, 
| on condition of his being baniſhed to Georgia, 
| This done, the Kaimakan was propoſed to ſucceed 
him in his place ; than which nothing could have 
been more agreeable to my expectations, as he was 
my particular friend. Beſides, his ſincere gttach- 
ment to his highneſs, and to the glory of the empire; 
his natural capacity, improved by a long experience; 
his courage without oſtentation, which the exigen- 
cies and circumſtances of the enter prizes, wherein 
he had been employed, had ſometimes tranſported 
him beyond the bounds of prudence, to a kind of 


raſhneſs; his concern about the ſucceſs of every 
e thing, 
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thing, that might any ways relate to the public 


v4 lfare 3 and his charity in ſympathizing with the 
1 ortunes of the unhappy; all theſe, we ſay, ren- 

etc] him very proper to govern this vaſt empire. 
But neither promiſes, nor threats, nor any thing 
could. move him to accept of this ſo conſiderable a 
poſt ; inſomuch, that they named a Baſſa, who was 
not one of my friends, and who ſtrongly oppoſed 
all the favours the Sultan was willing to confer up- 
on me. Nevertheleſs, he diſſembled his ill- will fo 
artfully, that I was not at all aware thereof, until he 
had executed his purpoſe. 

About two months after his election, the Sultan 
propoſed to the Divan, to ſend me to command the 
army under his orders; whereupon this new mini- 
{ter loaded me with careſſes, aſſuring me, I ſhould 
be abſolutely maſter of all the troops ; and that he 
would only act according to my advice. I am ſo 
fully perſuaded of your bravery and capacity, ad- 
ded he, that I do not at all doubt the glory of our 
arms, as ſoon as you ſhall be at the head of our 
troops. At the ſame time, he ordered the treaſurer 


to ſend me a conſiderable ſum, in order to furnith - 


me. with an equip:ige, and enable me to ſupport 
myſelf with great magnificence during our cam- 

paign. x 
But all this ſhew of friendſhip was only to de- 
ceive me, and conceal the ill offices he deſigned to 
do me, In effect, whilſt I was preparing all 
things to be in readineſs to attend him to the army, 
he ſent circular letters to All the officers, to induce 
them to oppoſe my advancement z and to incite 
them to make the Fanizaries revolr, —_— the 
Sultan continued fixed in his reſolutioa? Judge 
then of my aſtoniſhment, on being told an expreſs 
was arrived from the army, who brought a petition 
; 52." 4”" 
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to his highneſs, ſigned by all the officers, wherein 
they declared in plain terms, that all the ſoldiers 
were ready to mutiny, and commit the greateſt diſ- 
orders; that they abſolutely would not obey the 
Baſſa Bonneval ;, and that in caſe he ſhould be ſent 
to command them, all the troops would return to 
Conſtantinople : after which they preferred againft 
me ſeveral articles of complaint, which ſhall be ſoon 
ſpecified. | 

Mean while, the Grand Vizter, continuing his 
diſſimulation with great art, ſeemed inconſolable at 
this diſappointment, and exhorted me to patience. 
I am about to ſet out for the army, ſaid he, with 
an hypocritical air, where be aſſured, I will uſe my 
utmolt endeavours to ſerve you; and will leave no- 
thing undone, to gain over the chief officers to 
your intereſt, Notwithſtanding all theſe proteſta- 


tions, I was heartily vexed within myſelf ; and cer- 


tain mortifying reflections plunged me into a deep 
melancholy z infomuch, that had it not been 
for my wife, I had undoubtedly ſunk under my 
ſorrow ; but the ſentiments, with which my dear 
Salviati inſpired me every moment, made me at 


laſt get the better of this vexatious diſappointment. 


« Be comforted, dear huſband, faid ſhe continually, 
ec and curb that inſatiable deſire of glory, that preys 
« upon you; by conſidering, that within a ſhort 
te time your courſe will be finiſhed : life is ſo ſhort of 
&« itſelf, that it is not worth our while to be impa- 
te tient at any croſſes. This is indeed but a wretched 
« comfort I muſt own; and the remedy is worſe 
“than the diſeaſe ; nevertheleſs it produces it's ef- 
« fect, as well as this other reflection, which is 
« ſcarce a jot more agreeable ; namely, what little 
« place we take up in this vaſt univerſe ; and of 
ce how very ſmall importance it is to the world, 

66 that 
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dc that there is ſuch a one as count Bonneval, either 
« happy or unhappy. 

« I know well, that for this ſhort moment that 
« life laſts, we are deſirous of enjoying proſperity z 
but we ought to be ſatisfied nothing is more im- 
*« poſſible : If you had not theſe croſſes at pre- 
e ſent, you would have others of a different kind, 
Providence is ſo infinitely above us, that let us do 
* what we can, we muſt always reverence it's diſ- 
* penſations, and kiſs the hand that ſtrikes and 
* chaſtiſcs us, for we continually deſerve puniſh- 
ment. This conſideration will render any reaſo- 
*© nable man truly happy. | 

I cannot conceive how we can have a moment's 
c eaſe in this world, unleſs we reſign up every thing 
* to God, and to his will, to which me mult abſo- 
«© Jutely ſubmit in all cates. With this ſupport, 
without which there is no living, we are endued 
« with ſufficient fortitude and conſtancy. to bear the 
« greateſt diſaſters : In a word, withoug;this reſigna- 
tion of heart and mind, the wretched would be- 
come furious lunaticks ; whilſt, by the help there- 
** of, we continue perſons of probity, and enjoy 
<< tranquillity in the midſt of ſtorms. 

«+« Notwithſtanding we are not abſolut:ly inſenſible 
of our misfortunes, conſtancy and ſubmiſſion ſoon 
*« reftore a man to himſclf. Did not I foretell you, 
that the Grand Vizier's fall would (tir up all the 
great officers againſt you, and would create you 
„ gtievous vexations ? Bear up then under all theſe 
. croſſes, with that courage and magnanimity 
© which forms a hero. You are eſteemed and 
beloved by the Su/tan ; you poſſeſs his favour 
be ruled then by me, and remain quiet at your 
* own houſe : your ſolitude is delightful z vou 
* want nothing; you live in an affluence that 
8. © lay es you nothing to wiſh ; why therefore ſhould 
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you torment yourſelf for vain Chimeras ? Is it 
not ſufficient that his Highneſs knows your good 
intentions? Be aſſured when he can ſafely raiſe 
you to a diſtinguiſhed poſt, he will certainly do 
«+ K. | 

Fully convinced of the wiſdom of theſe argu- 
ments, I ſtruggled with myſelf to ſuppreſs that am- 
bition, which ſo ſtrongly reigned within me; and 
accuſtomed myſelf by degrees, to employ my 
time about a thouſand trifles, in order to baniſh 
idleneſs. Nevertheleſs, when I thought of it the 
leaſt, the Sultan ſent for me, told me he was maſ- 
ter, and that he was abſolutely reſolved I ſhould go 
and command his troops ; adding, that if I met 
with any oppoſition, he ſhould know how to chaſ- 
tiſe the rebels ſo ſeverely, that the fear of puniſh- 
ment ſhould keep them in their duty. It became 
neceſſary, therefore, to prepare for my departure 
but, though my dear Salviati was entirely reco- 
vered from her fall, ſhe could not accompany me, 
having for three months had ſome ſymptoms of 
being pregnant. 

Mean while, ſcarce had the Grand Fizier, who 
was at the army, received this news, before he de- 
termined to put an end to the war, and to prefer a 
diſhonourable peace, to the mortification the ſeeing 
me ſo advanced, would have given his envious tem- 
per; inſomuch, that he ſent me word by a Fani- 
Zary, whom he diſpatched expreſsly for that pur- 
poſe, and who met me at Adrianople, that the 
articles were agreed on; pretending he had done 
this in regard to me, and to ſpare me the fatigues 
of ſo long a journey. 

This exceſſive civility of the Grand Vizier ſeemed 
to me very much to be diſtruſted ; and made me 
conclude my preſence was not agreeable to him in 
a place, where I might eaſily have diſcovered his 


hy pocri: 


hypocritical behaviour in relation to me: far, there- 
fore, from regarding the advice he had given me, 
I reſolved on the contrary to purſue my journey 
and accordingly ordered my attendants to prepare 
relays every four leagues, that I might reach the 
army the ſooner. | 

Hereupon, the Janizary, from whom I did not 
at all conceal my deſign, vexed at my obſtinacy, 
ſaid, Baſſa Bonneval, may I venture to give a piece 
of advice? What is it, anſwered I, ſpeak ? Well 
then, cryed he, be ruled by me, and ſtay at Adria- 
nople; for I much fear your life will not be ſafe 
amongſt the ſoldiers. This ſaid, he acquainted 
me with all the artifices of the prime miniſter, tel] - 
ing me what he had both written and done, to in- 
cite the officers to refuſe obeying me. 

It may eaſily be believed, that at this news my 
vexation was as great as it was juſt : from that mo- 
ment, therefore, my whole thoughts were bent up- 
on revenge. A diſſimulation, carried to ſuch a 
length, ſeemed to me an outragious inſult upon my 
honour and reputation : full of indignation, I cryed 
out, therefore I muſt either have his blood, or he 
mine! Hereupon, having engaged the 7anizary, 
by a confiderable preſent, to go on to Conſtantino- 
ple, and to give out that he had not met me, to ac- 
quaint me with the Vizier's meſſage, I ſer out for 
the camp, arrive there the fourth day, and fly 
with the greateſt ſpeed to the prime miniſter's tent. 
My unforeſeen arrival confounded this artful hypo- 
crite; he aſked me therefore with ſome haſte and 
uneaſineſs, whether I had not met a Zenizary, whom 
he had difpatched to me, both to acquaint me with 
the peace, and to ſave me the fatigue of ſo long and 
tireſome a journey ? This ſaid, he redoubled in a 
manner his falſe careſſcs, and his eagerneſs to have 
T 2 all 
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all choſe honours ſhewn me, which I deſerved, as he 
faid, fo juſtly, 

Such treacherous dealing nettled me to the quick ; 

I loaded him therefore with reproaches, in terms 
not very full of reſpect, and leaving him abruptly, 
ſent him a challenge, which he was far from ac- 
cepting: on the contrary, he made a handle thereof, 
to put me under an arreſt, Two days after, he or- 
dered me away for Conſtantineple, with a ſtiong 
guard; and tranſmitted to the Sulray a memorial 
full of accuſations. 

His highn:f5, being info med by the Kaimakan, 
for whom 1 had ſur, of the juſt motives I had to 
be wanting in reſp. ct to the Vizier, cauled me to 
be releaſed, and aſſigned me my own houſe for a 
priſon letting me know, at the ſame time, by 
that governor, that he was ſorry tor my diſgrace, 
but could not avoid acting in that manner, on ac- 
count of the challenge I had ſigned, without which 
the YV:izier could not have hurt me. | 

This affair, continued the Kaimatan, is of the 
utmoſt importance; you have behaved, dear Baſſa, 
with great precipitation; ſuch an offence, according 
to our laws, deſerves death. I know very well, 
the Sultan has too great a value for you, not to 
ſpare your life ; wherefore, I have no reaſon to be 
in pain for your ſafety; make yourlelf eaſy then, 
dear friend, till the /:zzer*'s return, and rely upon 
my care for ſecuring you. from his unjuſt attempts: 
I will take ſuch proper meaſures, that I will {kreen 
you from whatever deſigns he may form againſt 

ou. 

? My wife, ſurprized at my unexpected arrival, 

and at my kind of con fine ment, was ſtruck ſpeech- 

leis; my trouble filled her with ſtrange thoughts; 

and as toon as 1 hid acquainted her with the 

whole affair, ſhe ſecmed quite inconfolable, She 
| did 


# 
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did nothing but reflect all night upon the circum- 
ſtances of my adventure; nor would her tender con- 
cern for me ſuffer her to take any reſt. Fatal glory, 
tyrannic ambition, cryed ſhe out frequently, why 
doſt thou thus prey upon the heart of man! Ah 
what melancholy apprehenſions has my pure and 
ſincere love cauſed, and ſtill continues to cauſe me! 
Some days after, the Sultan, always ready to give 
me proofs of his good will, ſent me by the Kaima- 
kan the articles of complaint preferred againſt me ; 
that I might ſtudy what anſwers I ſhould make 
thereto, in the preſence of my accuſers, when ſum- 
moned before the Divan. The chief of them were 


as follows: 
The firſt and moſt heinous was the challenge 


ſent to the Vizier. 

The ſecond, that having taken ſome Germans 
captive, I had releaſed them immediately, without 
ranſom. 

The third, that ever ſince my being in Turkey, I 
had always kept up moſt intimate and friendly cor- 
reſpondence, with the greateſt enemies of the em- 
pire. As proofs of this, they alledged my beha- 
viour to the grand maſter of Malta, to whom I had 
ſent conſiderable preſents of the ſpoils taken from 
the Arabs, when I was in my government, and my 
| friendſhip to the captive knights, whom I had re- 


ſtored to liberty. 4 
The fourth was, that I had excited a combina- 
tion amongſt all the Chriſtian embaſſadors, that re- 
ſided at the Sime Porte, when the Bailo of Venice 
was put under an arreſt, on account of his inſolence. 
The fifth was, that I ſecretly profeſſed the Chri/- 
tian religion, and was never ſcen at the moſques. 
The ſixth, that I employed almoſt all the riches, 
with which his highneſs of his great goodneſs had 
honoured me, in delivering Cbriſtians from ſlavery. 
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In ſhort, the eighth was, that I had ſent back to 
Venice, one of the ladies of the Seraglio, whom the 
Sultan had done me the honour to give me for a 
wifez a crime, added they, which was a violation 
of all the laws of the empire. They then concluded 
upon the whole, that A ch enormities, wherewith 
my character had been ſtained, ought not only to 
exclude me for ever from all offices and employ- 
ments, but alſo each of them deſerved death. | 
I muſt acknowledge all theſe accuſations were 
true; wherefore, it was not my buſineſs to deny 
them, but to endeavour to extenuate their heinouſ- 
neſs, and repreſent them in a leſs odious light : ac- 
cordingly I applied myſelf wholly to this; and be- 
fore my anſwers were ſhewn to the Divan, I ſent 
them to his highneſs, who thought them ſufficient 
to clear me, or at leaſt to preſerve me from death, 
which my enemies demanded with great earneſt- 
neſs, Nevertheleſs, the Kaimakan reſolved to uſe 
his endeavours with the Grand /:zter, to brin 
about a reconciliation between us, nor were his © 
forts vain ; inſomuch, that we embraced each 
other, before I was called upon to juſtify myſelf. 
Some days after, being ſummoned to appear be- 
fore the Divan, I made the following ſpeech in my 
vindication, | 
% Generous and moſt valiant Vizier, and you in- 
< vincible warriors, the ornament and glory of the 
« Citomen empire, I know not whether, of all the 
* magnificent titles, which pride and vanity make 
the object of their deſires and purſuits, that of 
© warrior is not the moſt pleaſing ; ſince it always 
<« ſuppoſes that one has a genius, and an exalted 
& mind, above the common rank of men; a flat- 
++ tering diſtinction, which no one rejects from his 


ed heart, and which lelk— love, in thoſe extravagancies 
5 "which 
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&« which are ſo natural to it, ſeldom fails of aſcri- 
5 bing to itſelf. 

Already did I find myſelf incited by the defire 
5 of ſharing with you in the nobleſt of your em- 
« ployments, which is in reaping lawrels, and ſhed- 
ding my blood, to ſupport the wonderful exploits 
cc which you have performed under the reign of the 
c moſt auguſt, and moſt formidable Mabomet; an 
„ admirable and happy reign, ſuch as the wiſdom 
* of the great prophet had ſketched out, and de- 
e ſigned for him! Why have not I, invincible 
<« warriors, a capacity ſufficiently extenſive to paint 
© out thoſe amiable qualities which ſhine with fo 
* much luſtre in this great emperor! Why have 
<* not I expreſſions lively enough, to repreſent thoſe 
C ſentiments of love and admiration, which his au- 

« ouſt name excites in your hearts, and which 
c ſparkle out in your eyes, with ſo much ardour 
ce and ſincerity. 

] was preparing then to fly to his ſtandards, to 
e admire your intrepid bravery, when on a ſudden, 
c you oppoſed my deſire of glory. Some unjuſt 
„ prejudices, with which my enemies had prepoſ- 
| © ſeſſed you, have drawn upon me your hatred, 
* and you thought, that being blackened with 
ce enormous crimes, I had rendered myſelf unwor- 
*© thy of ſharing in the honour of your victories. 

<« Being ſummoned to appear before you, and 
tc give an account of thoſe pretended ill actions, 
e which have made me the object of your ſcorn and 
<< indignation, I am going, without any ſubterfuge, 
eto convince you, that my behaviour has always 
ce been that of a man of honour, and of one very 
e ſcrupulous in walking in the ways of probity and 
<« juſtice. Never was my reputation ſtained by any 
& baſe action, whilſt I was in the ſervice of the 


** princes of Chriſtendom, your enemies and mine. 
a | cc My 
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My rank and my birth have always been ſupport. 
* ed by a life without reproach ; and it is with the 
s preateſt concern I am forced to ſhew, that my 
*« pretended guilt is owing to nothing but an impla- 
cable hatred. 

e Bred up from my moſt tender years not tamely 
e to bear an inſult, and always very jealous of my 
% honour; in a word, ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed with 
te the opinion, that a brave man, and eſpecially a 
« ſoldier, ought never to receive an affront, with- 
« out venturing his life to exact ſatisfaction for it, 
« ] ſent a challenge to the potent and noble YVizter ; 
e he knows the reaſons. This is uſual amor gſt the 
« Chr. ſtians, wherefore ] did not believe it repugnant 
eto the laws of this empire; neither indeed when 
«a man is abſolutely ignorant of any laws, is he 
s reckoned guilty, though he happened to tranſ- 
«* greſs them inadvertently: from whence I conclude, 
te the ſending the challenge is not a crime deſerving 
« death, but rather an action worthy of praiſe ; 
s ſince it ſhews my honour is dearer to me than 
„ my blood. All mankind agree, they merit eſ- 
e teem who deſpiſe life, (when honour obliges them 
eto it) without ſhewing any ſign of fainthearted- 
« neſs, or of too much ſollicitude to take care of 
s themſclves. 

*] am accuſed, in the ſecond place, of having 
** releaſed ſome German priſoners without ranſom. 
Alas! illuſtrious warriors, did not I do the ſame 
ce by you, when I was in the ſervice of the emperor 
« of the Chriſtians ? There are three ſtil] here who 
te can bear witneſs of this. What! can ſuch a ge- 
% nerous act be reckoned a crime? and have I only 
*« preſerved the lives of thoſe here preſent, that they 
might procure my death. I am farisfied, this 
« whole illuſtrious aſſembly does not deem this a 
crime, nor even a light offence, 

« Thirdly, 


| 
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„ Thirdly, I am reproached with my correſpon- 
„ dence with the enemies of the empire, and my 


e friendſhip to the Grand Maſter of Malta, Sup- 


* poſe yourſelves in my place; does not one benefit 
„ ought to be requited with another? none of you 
are ignorant of the grand maſter's exceſſive gene- 
* roſity to an amjable and unfortunate wife, who is 
very dear to me. Ought I to have been ſo un- 
« oratetul, not to give him proofs of my juſt gra- 
* tirude ? and did not he make a handſome return 
for my preſents, by ſending you all the Turki/fþ 
&« ſlaves, that were then captives in that iſland 
he fourth accuſation falls of itſelf, Here are 
the certificates of the Chriſtian embaſſadors, at- 
a teiting that I hardly concerned myſelf any ways 
„ in the affair of the Bailo. Beſides, had I la- 
& boured earne{tly to obtain his pardon, did not 
* the illuſtrious Cornero, at my requeſt, employ all 
his intereſt, to ſkreen Ali-Zuffa, here preſent, 
* from the puniſhment of his criminal attempts up- 


on a noble Venetian? Nevertheleſs Cornero is 
* one of the molt illuſtrious members of that repub- 


lic; and the ſenate, far from blaming his con- 
duct, commended him for it. Services of this na- 
ture are mutually done throughout the univerſe, 
** amongſt perſons of honour and probity. 

eln the fifth place, I am charged with being a 
* Chriſtian in ſecret, and with having a Chriſtian 
* {man in my houſe, who performs there the offi- 
* ces of his miniſtry. Did I not obtain of Achmet 
III. of glorious memory, to ſay my prayers at 
„home, and to have a chaplain for my wife, and 
for my ſlaves? Have not ſome Sultans allowed 
their favourite Sultanas the free exerciſe of the 
*« Chriſtian religion, with chaplains to officiate for 
* them ? If this were a crime, would thoſe emperors 
have ſuffered it? I have laid out large ſums, it is 
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<« true, to deliver Chriſtians from ſlavery; but is 
c charity become a crime with you, illuſtrious war- 
« riors? You, I ſay, who diſtinguiſh yourſelves 
e thereby from all the nations in the world! Alas! 
could I ſhew my charity to the Muſſelmen, when 
c there are none of them in ſlavery? And is it not 
c better to extend this charity to reaſonable crea- 
< tures, 'who have ſouls created by God, than to 
<« vile animals? | | 
„ Laſtly, if I have ſent to Venice, a maiden 
& who had belonged to the Seraglio, was it not with 
« the conſent of his highneſs, and of the Grand 
« Yizier, who then governed the empire? Was it 
not in pure complaiſance to that prime miniſter; 
<« that 1 married that virgin, on condition of reſta- 
«< ring; her to her parents? Ah! generous and to be 
&« reſpected Vizier, and ye invincible warriors, con- 
« ſider my reaſons, and afterwards condemn me to 
« death, if you can with juſtice and integrity.” 
Scarce had I ended my ſpeech, when a confuſed 
murmur aroſe throughout the aſſembly; ſome tak- 
ing my part loudly, others approving my reaſons, 
and the moſt inveterate againſt me, keeping a ſullen 
filence : I was, however, ordered to withdraw, but 
called in again a moment after; when the Sultan, 
who had been liſtening, appeared on a ſudden, and 
all trembled at his ſight. Turning himſelf then to- 
wards me, Bafſa Bonneval, ſaid he, with a ſmi— 
ling countenance, I pardon you; or rather, I am 
glad you are not guilty : you have ſpoken the 
* truth, and have ſhewn that the crimes, whereof 
you have been accuſed, do not deſerve any pu- 
e niſhment. Nevertheleſs the Divan have con- 
« demned you to one year's baniſhment in the iſle 
* of Chio, and I give you the government of the 
« whole Marta in general, and of all the iſlands in 
«+ rhe Archipelago; and I expect that all the 1 
. cc anc 
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« and Baſſas of thoſe parts ſhall execute your orders 
« as if they were my own: I leave you at liberty to 
« ſet out when you will, and get ſix galleys ready 
« to conduct you thither.” This ſaid, he made a 
ſign to the Vizier to execute his commands. 

I came out then, as it were in triumph from this 


Divan, where I was deſigned to have been con- 


demned to death. My dear friend the Kaimakan 
embraced me with a ſincere joy; and at the ſame 


time all the officers, who an hour before would. 


ſcarce vouchſafe me a look, ſtrove who ſhould be 
firſt to congaatulate me, and load me with the moſt 
obliging compliments; but I knew what depen- 
dance to place thereon, wherefore I anſwered them 
ſuitably, and according to their intention. 

It may be eaſily believed, that, in the mean 
while my wife was in the utmoſt agony ; never- 
theleſs, ſhe might be well ſatisfied my life was in 
no manner of danger: but a tender uneaſineſs will 
not ſuffer them who truly love, to enjoy any reſt on 
ſuch occaſions. As ſoon, however, as ſhe per- 
ceived me, attended by the Kaimakan, and diverſe 
others of my friends, all her fears vaniſhed in an in- 
ſtant. Being afterwards informed of all that paſſed 
at the Divan, and of my baniſhment to the iſle of 
Chio, ſhe was overjoyed that I was to be ſent away 
from court, and had I hearkened to her impatience, 
we ſhould have ſet out for that iſland that very 
day; but it was 3 requiſite to put my at- 
fairs in order, and to ſettle them ſo, that my pre- 
ſence ſhould be no longer neceſſary at Conſtantinople. 

After having celebrated with my friends the vic» 
tory I had gained over thoſe who envied my for- 
tune, I begged my dear governor to preſent the 
regiment of Salviati to his highneſs, in my name, 
it being compleat, and in very good order, as well 
as the reſt of my little army : but Mabomet cauſed 

1 me 


id. 


— —— CIT 3 EDT 


. . 
— 
. — 
— * 


— r 
— 
* = - * be aa. 
4 
— = 


. —— * — ade... i, 
= — 2 ——— 


P _ 2 — - . 
- SS — — © -- -- 4 - 
4 * 0” 2 im 7 S -— £- A 


286 MEMOIRS if 
me to be told, that he made a preſent of this re- 
giment to my ſpouſe adding, that it might per- 


haps be of ſervice to me at Chio, wherefore I ſhould 


have it tranſported to that iſland. He ſaid. farther, 
that as to the other troops, he would take care to 
have them incorporated amongſt the Zanizaries 
and Spabis z ordering me to give him a liſt of the 
beſt officers and ſoldiers that had ſerved under me, 
to the end they might be rewarded according to 
their merit; inſomuch that all had reaſon to cxtol 
the Sultan's generoſity. 

Amongſt the reſt, I obtained for the two S:»i/, 
who reſolved to accompany me in my exile, two 
commiſſions ; the one of colonel of the regiment ot 
Salviati for Acher ; and the other of lieute enant co- 
lonel for Bichop, his companion; and beſides: the 
ordinary pay, that was fixed for the maintenance 
of this regiment, an allowance of fifteen hundred 


aſpres a day was granted as a reward to each of 


them. - 

To add to my fatisfattion, the Grand Vigier, 
that he might induce me to forget entirely the 
uneaſineſs he had coſt me, made me a viſit, on pre- 
tence of viewing my ſolitude ; and next day he fent 
me by the treaſurer two hundred and fifty purles, 
that is, a hundred and twenty-five thouſand piaſtres. 
So conſiderable a ſum inſpired me with a thought : 
I was then very well ſtocked with ready money, 
wherefore I reſolved to tranſmit this fum to Venice, 
and depoſit in the bank; conſidering that at my 
age I could not live long, and this money might be 
ſerviceable to my wife and her children, in caſe of 
neceſſity. The Bailo of that republic did me this 
ſervice with abundance of ſatisfaction, 

Mean while, my dear Salviati advanced happily 
in her pregnancy ; and had given me to under- 
ſtand, that it was not her intent ever to return to 
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Conſtantinople, but that ſhe would take refuge at 
Padua; where ſhe might give her children an edu- 
cation ſuited to their birth, and bring them up in 
the Chriſtian religion: for tho“ ſhe was far from 
being a bigot, ſhe had a ſincere veneration for Cæri- 
ſliantty. 

Having regulated this affair, I ordered Acher 
and Bichop to bring from Cbiourlict the regiment of 
Salviati, which had always remained there; and 


as ſoon as they had reſted a fortnight, in the neigh- 


bourhood of Scutari, Bichop put himſelf at the 
head of them; and led them by ſmall marches to 
Smyrna, that they might be the eaſter tranſported to 
Chio ; where he arrived fome months before me, 
becauſe the time of my wife's lying in approaching, 
I would not venture her upon the ſea, thro* fear of 
ſome accident; the Sultan granted me this favour 
alſo with great expreſſions of good-will. At length, 
ſhe was delivered of a ſon, ſuch as they paint the 
god of love, whom I had immediately baptized 
in my own chapel by father Thomas, a Capuchin, 
for whom I had a great veneration; Acher and 
Signtora Barnetti, being godfather and godmother ; 
he was named Guſtavus Francis, My tamily there- 
fore will have the mortification to have ſome rela- 
tions not Turks, tho* born in Turkey. I received 
on account of this birth an almoſt infinite number 
of compliments, 

The ſix gallies being got ready for my departure, 
I firſt went and took my leave of the Sultan, and 
afterwards of all my friends. The evening before 


his highneſs had ſummoned a Divan; where they 
gave me the commiſſion of Baſſa General of the 


_ Archipelago , which new dignity, together with 


that of Beg/erbeg of Arabia, rendered me one of 
the molt powerful perſons in the Ottoman empire. 


I made a preſent of my fine houſe at Scutari to my 


dear 
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dear friend the Kaimakan ; who, not t) be behind 
with me, ſent my wife above the value of fifty 
thouſand piaſtres in jewels of diverſe colours, together 


with two pearls, in the ſhape of pears, of an extra- 


ordinary beauty and ſize. 
The chief of my friends, at the head of whom 


was this amiable governor, came to wiſh me a good 
voyage, and would accompany me as far as the 
Dardanelles, where we ſtaid eight days, making 
ourſelves merry with the ſound of the cannon of 
_ thoſe fortreſſes; it was neceſſary, however, to 
part; and this parting touched me again very 
near: That dear friend promiſed to uſe his endea- 
vours to get me recalled ; but the fatal ſiſters cut 
the thread of his life three months after our ſepara- 
tion; inſomuch, that ſince that time I have hardly 
any hopes of returning again to Conſtantinople. I 
am the more eaſily comforted thereat, as I live 
here in a tranquillity not to be equalled ; and all 
my paſt misfortunes no longer give me any un- 
eaſineſs. 

The different diſgraces I have met with, through- 
out the courſe of my life, have rendered me ind:ffe- 
rent about offices and honours; and I now think 
only of living well, and making myſelf merry : yes, 
I now prefer a quiet life, to one more full of buſtle 
and hurry. There are ſome men who make a noiſe 
at the beginning, and others at the end of their 
lives; ſome never make any, and others do it al- 
ways; all this is equal to the dead. Though I may 
reckon myſelf in the number of theſe laſt, I ſhall 
ſoon arrive at the end of my courſe ; and ſome 
months after, it will ſcarce be remembered, that 
ever there was ſuch a one as count Honneval. 

I ride out almoſt every day with my dear Sal- 
viati, both to exerciſe her regiment, and to hunt: 


all the inhabitants of Chio love us more than they 
fear 
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Fear us, and this without being wanting in the re- 
ſpect that is due to us. The chief of them take a 
real pleaſure in procuring us a thouſand agreeable 
diverſions ; my houſe is magnificent and richly fur- 
niſhed ; and I enjoy at the ſame time a view of the 
country, the city, and the ſea. Its waves water a 
fine garden, with a vaſt orchard, planted with 
orange and lemon, cedar, pomegranate, and other 
rare trees, whoſe fruits and flowers delight the fight 
and ſmell all the year. 

The faithful Acher regulates the expences of my 
table and houſekeeping, and Bichop is my gentle- 
man of the horſe. Theſe two Swi/s, who are al- 
ways the compamons of my innocent pleaſures, 
hardly ever forſake me. My taſte is altered ; I am 
no longer of the mind of the generality of men, who 
only admire extraordinary actions: they are not af- 
fected with an uniform life; they hardly regard it at 

all; nevertheleſs, I now find it requires more for- 
titude, and more virtue, to ſupport one's character 
in common things, than in great ones, which are a 
ſufficient ſupport of themſelves. To win a battle, 
manage a negociation, or guyern a province, are 
ſhining actions, which dazzle the eyes of men; but 
to ſell, pay, love, hate, laugh, and: live in one's 
family, without ever growing remiſs, or doing any 
thing unworthy of one's felt, is more UNCOMMON, 
more difficult, and leſs remarkable. 

Great men often loſe much of their merit, by 
being too eaſy of acceſs ; they are always to be 
viewed at ſome diſtance, and in a light which ſhew 
them to the beſt advantage. Such a one has been 
counted a hero by the world, in whom his wife 
and ſervants could ſce nothing more than very com- 
mon: they who have never met with adverſity, do 
not know all the virtues of which they are capable: 
the -profcfſion of a foldier, which I have followed 
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from my moſt tender youth, has hardened me ſo 
much, that I am now hardly ſenſible of what dejects 
moſt other men, 

I now find, that to live happily, and without 
enemies, we muſt not be fond of the deceitful Juſtre 
of ſublunary things: they are too frail, and too 
inconſtant z provided I have food and raiment I am 
therewith content; and fortune, who has done her 
worſt to me, has neither had any effect upon my 
ſenſes or my courage. I hope, I ſhall to the laſt 
be above my misfortunes ; at leaſt, I will ſhew, I 
am not capable of thoſe things, wherewith they 
have taken pains to blacken me; nevertheleſs, it 
muſt be owned, it would be mcrifying enough to 
have no other comfort. 

Being cured then of ambition, and the defire of 
glory, I think myſelf but too happy, in knowing 
how to buſy myſelf about little things; I am even 
ſenſible, it is the only way to enjoy happy days; 
for trifles neither coſt the body nor mind any thing; 
and, though I am fully convinced, the working out 
our ſalvation, 1s ſufficient to fill up all the void 
ſpace in the mind; I muſt nevertheleſs amuſe my- 
ſelf ſome way; my natural gaity of temper incites 
me to be merry, ſo it is not at my neighbour's ex- 
pence. 

My wife, who within theſe few days has received 

fome favourable news from Padua, is in hopes of 
ſoon taking a voyage thither ; this ſeparation makes 
me ſhudder ; but, as this voyage is ſtill at ſome 
diſtance, I comfort myſelf with the hope ſhe will 
change her mind, and not have the cruelty to for- 
ſake me in my old age; nevertheleſs I foreſee it 
will be abſolutely neceſſary, for the welfare of my 
ſon, who grows in beauty, as he advances in 
years. 


The 
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The proteſtations of good-will, which his high- 
neſs cauſes frequently to be made to me, ſtirs 
my ſelf- love from time to time; after which I be- 
gin to reflect, and then wiſh with all my heart to 
end my days in my exile. This iſland is an en- 
chanting abode, were it not for the exceſſive heats, 
whereof we are but too ſenſible, from the month 
of April, until the end of September ; bating this, 
one might affirm it is a real terreſtrial paradiſe. Its 
neighbourhood to Aa minor leaves no room to 
doubt of this; and it is certain, when the South 
wind blows, it is ſcarce poſſible to breathe during the 
dog-days ; nevertheleſs, I found the means to ſhel- 
ter myſelf from the too intenſe heats. I have cau- 
ſed a long gallery to be made, which extends a 
conſiderable way into the ſea ; and, at the end 
thereof, I have had a ſtrong ſquare tower built of 
fifty feet diameter. The ſea riſes to the height of 
twenty-five feet; wherefore I have contrived a ſa- 
loon under water, with a fine parlour, that is en- 
lightened by windows, raiſed above the ſurface of 
the waves; and as the tower terminates in an open 
dome, whoſe cupola is glazed with cryſtal, it is as 
light there as in an extended plain. I eat and lie 


in this tower, and am therefore ſcarce ſenſible of the 


exceſſive heat. I may perhaps be accuſed here of 
being guilty of trifling with my readers, by relating 
ſuch trivial particulars ; but let them remember, I 
have promiſed a circumſtantial account of my leaft 
actions; that the public may ſee, they have been 


greatly impoſed upon about me, and that the au- 


thor of the memoirs printed in my name has been 
guilty of unpardonable miſtakes, both in the pic- 
ture he has given of my perſon, and in the deſcrip- 
tion of the places, where he makes me to have tra- 
velled. For inſtance, in ſpeaking of Cbio, he 


_ avers, the heats are neither exceſſive nor troubleſome ; 
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nevertheleſs I affirm the contrary. Nor is this. other 
paſſage leſs falſe. The government of the Turks, 
« ſays he, is very mild in this iſland ; neither are 
„the people moleſted about their religion; even 
« the taxes are moderate; but their authority is ſo 
much reſpected, that a packthread, faſtened at 
& both ends, over the door of a houſe, makes it a 
6c priſon, out of which no one has the boldneſs to 
ir.“ 

And a little before he aſſures us, Moſt of the 
& inhabitants are Chriſtians; ſome obſerve the rites 
of the Greek church, and others thoſe of the Latin: 
e theſe are always diſputing together, like the Je 
« ſuits and Fanſeniſts in France.” 

Had the author of theſe memoirs made me land 
there before the year 1720, he might alſo have ad- 
ded, that there was a Latin biſhop at Chis, with a 
convent of French Feſuits, and other Lalian mona- 
ſtries; but the revolution that happened at the end 
of the year 1720 has greatly changed the ſituation 
of the Chriſtians. From this time they have not 
been allowed the free exerciſe of Chriſtianity, and 
actually there is only one chapel at the French con- 
ſul's, and that which is in my houſe, where the La- 
tin rites are uſed. I ſhall therefore conclude theſe 
memoirs with giving a ſlight deſcription of this love- 
ly country, and of that fatal revolution which occa- 
fioned the death of above thirty thouſand Chriſtians, 
with the ſlavery of the biſhop, and the total de- 
ſtruction of the Latin church; but firſt we muſt 
ſpeak of the chevalier Puſtiniani, whom I found at 
Chio amongſt the galley-ſlaves, three days aſter my 
arrival at that iſland. 

I know not by 'what means it was contrived to 
have a letter laid upon my wife's toilet; probably it 
was done by one of her women : nevertheleſs, it was 


kept a ſecret, nor would any one acknowledge it. 
AS 


- 
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As ſhe was a ſtranger to the hand, ſhe made a dif- 
ficulty. of opening it, being afraid of ſome trick : it 
gave her alſo ſome uncaſineſs, by reaſon of the man- 
ner of its coming to her hand: whereupon, as ſoon 
as I entered her apartment, a long ſtory was told me 
about this letter. Scarce had I ſet eyes thereon, 
when I knew the writing. O, faid I, it is from the 
chevalier Zuſtiniani ! I opened it therefore haſtily, 
and learnt the melancholy condition to which he was 
again reduced, As he had informed me of the place 
where he was kept a priſoner, I flew to his relief, 
and found this unfortunate gentleman in a place full 
of horror, and in a ſtate that drew tears from my 
eyes. Hereupon, I immediately condemned the 
miſcreant, who was guilty of ſuch cruelties, to a ſe- 
vere baſtinado, that he might learn to be more cha- 
ritable to the poor wretches that were entruſted to his 
keeping. I then ſent for the Reis of the galley, to 
which the chevalier belonged, cauſed him to be un- 
chained, and gave two thouſand chequins for his ran- 
ſom; not being willing to make uſe of my autho- 
rity, to fruſtrate his maſter of what he had a right 
to demand. 

After Juſtinian had recovered himſelf by ſome 
days caſe from the terrible hardſhips he had under- 
gone, I begged him to tell me by what new mif- 
chance he had fallen into captivity ; and his adven- 
tures ſeemed to me too affecting to be buried in fi- 
lence ; they certainly well deſerve a place in theſe 
memoirs, and are as follows. 


The Story of the Chevalier JUSTINIANI. 


Enerous count, ſaid he, you may remember, 
no doubt, that I formerly told you 1 was 
ſomewhat related to your amiable lady, when having 


been delivered by you from the hands of the wild 
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Arabs, I acquainted you with my name and extrac- 
tion; I think it was in your garden at Crac, How- 
ever, though you are convinced of the truth of this, 
I am defirous of informing you of certain particulars, 
to which you are a ſtranger, and which accompanied 


my birth. I was born at Verona; my father, gþo? 


one of the chief ſenators of Venice, having quitted 
that city, on account of ſome diſputes he had with 
the Doge, and retired to a noble caſtle whereof he 
was polleſſed, together with a large eſtate, a league 
from Verona. This delightful place ſeemed to him 
a certain refuge, where he might enjoy that pleaſing 
tranquility, which 1s never found in the tumult of a 
court. There being wholly employed in educating 
his family, conſiſting of a ſon and daughter, their 
mother, who was ſiſter to the. illuſtrious Signora Cor- 
naro, having been dead two years, he had no thought 
of the fatal ſtroke which fortune was preparing for 
him. One night, pretty late, a ſtranger of a good 
mien, attended by four or five ſervants, not being 
able to get entrance into the city, whoſe gates are 
ſhut regularly an hour after ſun- ſet, came and deſired 
a lodging at the caſtle. He called himſelf a Ger- 
man, and pretended to be envoy extraordinary from 
the emperor, to negotiate an affair of importance at 
Milan, My father, the ſenator FJuſtiniani, charmed 
with his fine behaviour and politeneſs, not only re- 
ceived him very cordially, but alſo engaged him to 
ſtay ſome days with him. The unknown readily 
accepted of his obliging offer, and continued a whole 
month at the palace; where love inſenſibly took poſ- 
ſeſſion of his heart, and he looked upon my mother 
with a covetous eye. She was young and handſome, 
but a little too gallant; and was even reckoned a 
coquet, when my father made her his ſecond wife. 


A young perſon of eighteen was by no means ſuit- 


able to a man of threeſcore z but as ſhe was ſome 


kin 
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kin to his firſt lady, he was willing to ſecure her a 
fortune, the affairs of her own family being greatly 
out of order. 4 

My mother's look ing-glaſs, which ſhe often con- 
ſulted, had never been able to perſuade her, that 
modeſty was any great ornament to the fair ſex: ſhe 
had laid it aſide, in a manner, as rubbiſh, amongſt 
the old caſt-offs of her toilet. Imagine to yourſelf a 
young perſon of ſurprizing ſprightlineſs, of an ele- 
gant and majeſtic ſhape, of a ſweet and bewitching 
countenance, with a ſkin white as ſnow, ſet off with 
a fine lively complexion, and treſſes of a ſhining 
black; all theſe together muſt make a very lovely 
woman. As to her temper, ſhe was neither given 
to backbite, nor indiſcreet, nor light, nor tender, 
nor nice, nor faithful; nevertheleſs, when ſhe. had 
any deſign, ſhe ſeemed to unite in her perſon, all 
the perfections of body and mind. 

The unknown, who was young, well-made and 
gallant, was agreeable to her, wherefore ſhe ſtudied 
to gain his heart; nor could it hold out long againſt 
the aſſaults made upon it : too much beſet, however, 
at home, to dare bu any liberties, they endeavoured 
to make amends for this conſtraint, by frequent jaunts 
to Verona, and about the neighbourhood, Theſe 
parties of pleaſure were too agreeable to my not very 
virtuous mother, for her to leave them off; however, 
her huſband began juſtly to be alarmed at them, and 
ſpoke thereof as one that was maſter, ſo ſhe was 
forced to obey. But they had beforehand concerted 
an ingenious ſcheme to {cure themſelves from all 
reſtraint, which was, for the ſtranger and my mo- 
ther to run away by night, Too much in love to be 
diſcreet, they had not the prudent precaution to con- 
ceal what courſe they had taken in their flight; my 
father, therefore, being informed of this diſaſter, 
mounts his horſe at the head of his ſervants, flies in 
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purſuit of them, overtakes them, and brings them 
back again to Verona, where the ſtranger ended his 
life upon an infamous gibbet, both as being guilty 
of a rape, and as being diſcovered to be a firſt- rate 
ſharper. | 

It may be eaſily believed, all this did not happen 
without cauſing ſome emotion in my mother, who 
was then ſeven months gone with me; I owed my 
birth, therefore, to her fright and her confuſion at 
the ſight of my father: ſhe was delivered of me in 
the midſt of one of the ſtreets of Verona, as they 
were conducting her to the houſe of a friend, who 
had taken upon himſelf to be anſwerable for her: 
ſhe was afterwards confined in a nunnery, where I 
believe ſhe is ſtill. 

This extraordinary and premature birth, cauſed 
by a melancholy and ſcandalous adventure, was, in 
a manner, a certain preſage, that I ſhould be unfor- 
tunate all my life: at leaſt, *cill now, fortune has 
ſpared me very little ; but, on the contrary, has al- 
ways treated me in a manner ſomewhat cruel, You 
may well imagine I had an education, ſuitable to my 
condition, beſtowed upon me; I went through all 
my ſtudies at Padua; and if I did not make a pro- 
ficiency therein, it was my own fault, or rather, it 


was the fault of love, gallantry having been my 


chief, or rather my only employment. I owed my 
life to a perſon who had been too fond of thoſe be- 
witching pleaſures not to have a tender heart, and 
one that was eaſily ſuſceptible of the impreſſions of 
the fair ſcx; the bare ſight of them would put me 
into raptures and tranſports. Amongſt others, the 
daughter of my profeſſor captivated my affections ; 
you may judge of my taſte and delicacy by her 
picture, She was a tall, Jean maulkin, with a de- 
ceitful countenance, little eyes, a mouth prodigiouſly 


wide, and a noſe that was large and turned up: ſhe 
made 
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made an awkward appearance, had a hobbling gait, 
and preferred the groſſeſt manner of addreſs to re- 
fined gallantry; in ſhort, the fatigues of licentiouſ- 
neſs had made great havock with the lady's whole 
perſon. This ſweet one, however, appeared charm- 
ing in my eyes; I loved her, ſhe did not diſlike me, 
nor did ſhe affect to be cruel ; our hearts, therefore, 
being agreed together, we gave way freely to our 
inclinations, without putting any conſtraint upon our- 
ſelves, and without being much upon our guard. 
Already, for two years, had I enjoyed all the de- 
lights that Cupid promiſes to thoſe who ſubmit to his 
empire, when I diſcovered that my perfidious mi- 
ſtreſs had ſuffered another to rival me; and who ſhould 
it be but her father's footman ? 1 watched her there- 
fore very narrowly, ſurprized her, and ſacrificed her 
gallant to my jealouſy, by ſtabbing him to the heart. 
This done, I ran out of the houſe like a madman, 
and flew as ſwift as the wind to my father, who, 
loaded with years and ſorrow, daily expected death, 


The ſenator Fuſftiniani, being informed of my baſe 


action, would not conſent to ſee me, but ordered me 
to be put on board a ſhip, and ſent to Malta, though 
I was then hardly ſeventeen; he having there a bro- 
ther, and ſeveral friends, who were knights of that 
order, and who received me very kindly. After 
three or four months reſidence in this iſland, my 
uncle propoſed to me to take upon me that order; 
but being ſatisfied within myſelt, that I was not able 
to keep the vow of chaſtity, I unboſomed myſelf to 
him, and declared my ſentiments. On hearing me 
make this objection, this venerable old gentleman 
could not retain his gravity z Juſtiniani, ſaid he 
ſmiling, if all the Knights were as good ſoldiers as 
they are zealous partizans of Jenus, they would be 
all invincible, Continence, amongſt us, is a virtue 


altogether uncommon, and is never obſerved, but 
when 
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when our exhauſted ſtrength, and irregular conduct, 
bas rendered all ſenſual delights flat and infipid, 
The folemn vow, therefore, that is made at the foot 
of the altar, ought not to give you any umbrage; 
re appears here in a manner natural, and even 
frequently ſupplies the place of merit; far then from 
puniſhing amours, a. young knight is applauded, 
when thoſe amuſements do not prevent his fulfilling 
his other duties. This great difficulty being re- 
moved, I entered myſelf into the ſacred order of 
Malta, and performed my cruiſes for ſeven years 
with ſome diſtinction: already had I obtained an ho- 
nourable poſt, when I was taken by the galleys of 
Egypt. The Turk, to whoſe ſhare I fell, fold me 
to a merchant of Grand Cairo: you know what be- 
fel me from that time to my departure from Conſtan- 
rinopie, and all I did at Algzers, to procure the li- 
ory of the chevalier de Sourre. 
y ſtay with you, and my voyage to Algiers, 
made me unfortunately contract a friendſhip with 
Borelli, the young knight whom I redeemed at AMex- 
andretta, and who embarked with me on board the 
Grand Signior's galleys. Borelli diſſembled lo art- 
fully, and concealed with ſo much addreſs all his ill 
qualities, that I was deceived thereby; inſomuch 
that, at our return to Malta, having been appointed 
to command a galley, I earneſtly intreated my uncle 
to obtain for him the next poſt to me. My uncle, 
ſurprized at my requeſt, aſked me, in a ſerious tone, 
it I was well acquainted with this young knight. O 
yes, anſwered I haſtily ; he is a brave and perfectly 
honeſt man. You are miſtaken, dear nephew, re- 
plied my uncle, I will give you his true character ; 
afterwards, if you are obſtinately bent upon having 
him for your ſecond captain, I will manage fo that 
it ſhall be granted you: but conſider well theſe words, 
Imagine to yourſelf an impertinent young fellow, 
| | | who, 
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who, full of himſelf, gives himſelf great airs, talks 
joud, and always in a deciſive tone; who is always 
aiming at a jeſt, and endeavouring to ſnine; who, 
fancy ing that nothing conceals wit ſo much as ſilence, 
has his mouth always open to utter an infinite num- 
ber of impertinencies; a coxcomb, to whom one 
cannot ſay any thing ſo undeniable, that he will a- 
gree to it; who is not ſo deſirous of knowing whe- 
ther it is true, as of trying whether it cannot be con- 
tradicted; who thinks you rob him of his right, if 
you offer to ſpeak in his preſence; whoſe memory 
is like a ſword in the hands of a madman ; a wretch 
who ſhudders at the fight of a ſabre, or at the firing 
of a piſtol; one who loves gaming and . 
to exceſs; and who never games nor diverts himſelf, 
without creating diſputes and quarrels: accordingly, 
he has no friends; he has a ſtupid pride, which pre- 
vents his making advances to obtain them; and 


when, by chance, he has acquired or ſtumbled up- 


on one, he never ſpares him: the firſt time he can 
gain any advantage by being falſe, he becomes 10. 
In a word, he is a lyar, an impoſtor, a coward, a 
debauchee, and is endued with no one honourable 
ſentiment. Judge, nephew, whether ſuch a man can 
be any ways uſeful to you. „ 

This advice, undoubtedly, was dictated by ſincere 
friendſhip; nevertheleſs, being perſuaded, that as to 
our reputation, it is only worth as much as others 
will be pleaſed to value it at, I really believed my 
uncle had ſuffered himſelf to be prepoſſeſſed againſt 
this young gentleman; accordingly, I perſiſted in 
my deſign, and it was granted, but I had reaſon 
enough to repent it. Scarce had we been out at ſea 
ten or twelve days, before Borelli made an open diſ- 
covery of himſelf; he abuſed the whole crew with 
ſo much inſolence, and with ſo little diſcretion, that 
I was obliged to reſtrain his boldneſs, after having 
WWW — —_ 
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firſt charitably warned him to govern himſelf bet. 
ter. This created a quarrel between us, and I put 
him under an arreſt, which I took off again four 
hours after. On the fifteenth day after our putting 
out from port, we diſcovered a fail towards the coaſts 
of Barbary; upon which I made them tack about, 
and ſtand for that veſſc], and prepared for an en- 
gagement. At this news, Borelli came trembling to 
me, and told me, that this ſhip ſeemed to him too 
ſuperior in ſtrength to our galley, for us to run the 
hazard of attacking it. Oh! my friend, ſaid I, your 
fear undoubtedly magnifics every object; but come, 
ſhew your courage now, if you pleaſe, otherwiſe I 
will ſhoot you through the head ; cowards ſtand but 
a ſcurvy chance with me. In effect, I muſt confeſs, 
his behaviour had given me a great diſlike to him. 
My gentleman, ſurprized at this ſpeech, and at my 
reſolution, endeavoured to confine his fears within 
his own breaſt, but at the ſame time he reſolved to 
be revenged upon me; and accordingly, as ſoon as 
J had cauſcd the grappling-irons to be faſtened to the 
enemy's ſhip, and had mounted ſword in hand up- 
on a plank that was thruſt out, in order to leap in- 
to the veſſel, this baſe wretch, ſeeing me at the end 
of the plank, follows ſoftly after me, and puſhes me 
into the ſea : he watched his time ſo well, that none 
of my men perceived my fall. I was informed of 
this infamous action by the captain of the corſair. 
As ſoon as Borelli ſaw me in the ſea, he cut the cords 
of the grappling-irons with a hatchet, and made a- 
way from the enemy's veſſel, by plying all his oars: 
It was then a great calm, which prevented the cor- 
ſair's following him; and in a ſhort time the galley 
was out of cannon-ſhot, Mean while, the charitable 
corfair, who had been a witneſs of this treachery, 
had ordered his boat to fave me; and indeed they 


took me out of the water very ſcalonably, my ſtrength 
7 being 
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being gone, ſo that I was incapable of ſwimming any 
longer. This veſſel belonged to a rover of Tunis; 
the captain, however, whoſe name was O/man, treat- 
ed me very kindly, and endeavoured to comfort me 
for my misfortune by gentle and humane uſage. 
On our arrival at Tunis, he employed me in keep- 
ing in order his flower-garden, until I could have 
my ranſom ſent, which he had ſet at two thouſand 
chequins ; inſomuch that, except my liberty, I had 
all manner of reaſon to congratulate myſelf on hav- 
ing fallen into the hands of this moor, for almoſt fix 
months; that is, whilſt he was a ſtranger to my in- 
trigue with one of his wives or concubines. 

I have already confeſſed to you, that I have natu- 
rally a tender heart, and one greatly inclined to love; 
one day then, whilſt I was buſy gathering ſome flow- 
ers, which my maſter intended to preſent to one of 


his favourites, I obſerved, at the corner of a walk, 


a woman, who, after having made a fign to me with 
her hand, laid ſomewhat at the foot of an orange- 
tree, and then ran away haſtily, I flew to the place, 
and found a ſmall purſe, wherein were fix chequins, 
and a note, whole contents were as follows. If 
« the lovely Mouzouf, (that was the name given me) 
eis ſenſible of the paſſion of Zarimi, let him be this 
night at eleven at the iron-gate which locks up 
<« the flower-garden,” TI muſed a long while upon 
the circumſtances of this adventure, and was ſenſible 
that in following this advice, I might expoſe myſelt 
to ſome troublctome accident; but my tumultuous 
deſires ſilenced my apprehenſions and uneaſineſs about 


what might happen. I went then to the iron gate 


according to appointment, where the ſlave was al- 
ready got before me; this artful and well experienced 
agent in commiſſions of this nature, introduced me 
into a grotto illuminated by a number of wax lights, 
where Zarim!, reclined negligently upon a ſumptuous 
ſopha, ö 
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ſopha, was waiting for me with that lively impa⸗ 
rs which true love inſpires, | 
She made me immediately ſit down by her, and 
overwhelmed me with the moſt tender careſſes: in 
ſhort, her beauty, wanton, ſportful, and diverting 
behaviour, diſpelled in an inſtant that kind of lethar- 
gy, into which this ſomewhat raſh action had plunged 
me; and the day ſurprized us in this delightful Tete 
a Te ete, which mortified us both, It was neceſſary, 
however, to part; wherefore Zarimi ſlips away, af- 
ter giving me the ſweet hopes of ſeeing her again 
ver ſoon 5 nevertheleſs, above a fortnight elapſed 
without my hearing any news from her; and already 
I deſpaired of having a ſecond interview with her, 
when the fancy took her to put my fidelity and con- 
ſtancy to the trial. The ſlave, who had conducted 
me to her, gave me a letter, which, as ſhe ſaid, came 
from another woman. I rejected it, however, with 
diſdain; notwithſtanding which, Zarimi wrote to 
me the ſame day, as if I had been falſe to her, in the 
following terms. Admire, ingrate, ſaid ſhe, how 
ce great my love is to you, and tremble at your in- 
& conſtancy. The ſlave, who was witneſs of what 
e paſſed between us, has aſſured me that you have 
<« received a letter from Zubadieb, Oſman's favourite, 
te and that you have returned an anſwer thereto. Ir 
is in my power to be revenged ; nevertheleſs, my 
c exceſlive tendernals inguces me to forgive you, but 
it is upon condition that you ſhall ſacrifice that 
% woman to love. I ſhall expect you to night, at 
the ſame hour and place, where you ſaw me be- 
6 fore,” 
I read this letter over and over again, without 
knowing what to reſolve on; and I even ſpent the 
whole day in making uſeleſs reflections thereon ; nay, 
night itſelf came on before I was yet determined, 
whether I ſhould go to the place of appointment or 
not: 
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not: however, notwithſtanding my uncertainty, I 
did not fail being at the iron gate; and when I heard 
it opened, I entered with an amorous impatience, 
and flew ſwiftly to the grotto; without waiting for 
my guide. Ah! beauteous Zarimi, cried; I; what 
have I done, and what can be my crime, that you 
ſhould treat me with ſo much rigour? At theſe 
words, Zarimi held out her hand; and a gracious; 
but expreſſive ſmile, convinced me in a moment that 
all her anger was ſeigned: in effect, ſhe frankly con- 
fefled as much to me, and this acknowledgment qui- 
eted all my fears, fo that I imagined myſelf arrived 
at the height of my happineſs. Nevertheleſs, after 
ſome hours enjoyment of fo ſweet a converſation, 
ſhe ſeemed penſive and uneaſy; and to ſhew me that 
her reflections were not vain; ſhe would have had 


me deliver back what letters I had received from 


her; but I was far from being willing to reſtore 
them, and perceived that my unwillingneſs to com- 
ply wag not diſpleaſing to her. At this ſecond inter- 
view, her diſcourſe and behaviour were fo paſſionate, 
that I was ſatisfied this fair-one loved me with an ex- 
ceſſive ardour; and, in effect, her tender affection 
continued always inveriably the ſame for about the 
term of four months, without abating in the leaft 
for one moment : then arrived the cruel period of her 
death, and allo of the freſh misfortunes which, all 
on a ſudden, fell upon mne. 

I know not by what fatal chance Oſman became 
informed of our nightly meetings, but apprized of 
them he was; and I was altogether ignorant of it. 
1 had indeed obſcrved, that inſtead of coming as 
uſual .into the garden after ſun-ſet, he had never 
been there for ſome days; but I imagined ſome im- 


portant buſineſs had prevented his walking there 


nevertheleſs, my heart told me every moment that 
fome miſchief was brewing againſt me. 
[ Be- 
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; Beſides, the negro, who brought my victuals 
every day, ſeemed rude to me, and more gloomy 
than uſual ; I had alſo been tormented, for two or 
three nights, with frightful dreams. In ſhort, al- 
ready had I counted four days, without hearing any 
news from Zarimi, and for a long time not one had 
paſſed without my receiving ſome note from her : 
here then was a ſource of uneaſineſs to me without 
knowing why, and my mind was bewildered in a 
thouſand thoughts, the one more afflicting than the 
other. In effect, I was all in a confuſion, when 
the faithful ſlave of my dear miſtreſs appeared all 
in tears, threw me a purſe haſtily, and fled away 
with ſurprizing ſwiftneſs. Alarmed hereat greatly, 
ſcarce had I the ſtrength and preſence of mind to 
take it up ; my wandering ſenſes multiply every ob- 
ject; inſtead of a hundred chequins, that were 
therein, I fancied I ſaw thouſands; and inſtead of 
one note folded up, that was at the bottom, me- 
thought there were a number of letters carefully - 
ſealed, I opened the note, however, with inex- 
preſſible trouble, and found therein as follows. 


« Lovely Mouz our, 


| 
cc L Y this fatal place, and endeavour to make | 
6 your eſcape, that you may avoid the barba- | 
& rous puniſhment which is preparing for you, | 
&« O/man has diſcovered. our meetings, and has this | 
c moment ſacrificed me to his rage and fury. A | 
« ſtrong poiſon, which he has forced me to ſwal- 
<« low, is about to end my unfortunate days. Al- 
cc ready I feel it's cruel effects within my veins ; | 
* already my blood grows chilled, and death ſtares | 
* *« me in the face; the light begins to diſappear ; | 
« my eyelids are juſt cloſing ; all is over; I die. 7 
« Farewel—for ever.” 
| : You 
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You may believe, at this fatal inſtant, my de- 
ſpair was as lively as I judged it reaſonable I loſt 


an adorable miſtreſs, by whom I was tenderly be- . 


loved, and for whom I ſhould have ſhed the laſt 
drop of my blood, and I loſt her in an inhuman 
manner : Notwithſtanding I was innocent thereof, 
1 reproached- myſelf with being the ſole author of 
her death; and far from ſhunning the preſence of 
the butcher of my dear Zarimi, or ſtriving to eſ- 
cape, I ran to him, and demanded the puniſhment 


he was preparing for me. As I appeared before 


Oſman, with eyes ſparkling with rage and deſpair, 
the baſe wretch ſhuddered, avoided me, and fled 
into the midſt of his ſlaves, whom he ordered to put 
me in irons: This done, he ſhut me up in a dark 
and ſtinking dungeon, where, for fix months, all 
my ſuſtenance was about two ounces of black bread 
each day, with a little rice and water. 

Alter the firſt tranſports of my rage were over, 
I was vexed I had not followed the advice of my 
dear miſtreſs, being ſenſible that ſuch extravagan- 
cies would not recall her to life; wherefore, as the 
negro, who {till brought me my victuals, ſeemed 
moved at my ſufferings; I addreſſed myſelf to him, 
and offered him fifty chequins, if he would procure 
my liberty. After ſome object ions, he accepted the 
money, took off my chains, and carried me out of 
the city; and, as Oſman was then cruizing, I had 
no reaſon to fear any ugly diſappointment, Scarce 
had the negro left me, when I returned ſecretly into 
the town, and flew to the harbour, where I found 
a ſmall Spaniſh veſſel, juſt ready to ſer fail for Ye 
nice, Already we drew near to Malla, when we 
fell into the hands of the Turks, Two gallies, be- 
longing to this iſland, took us, as they were re- 
turning from Algiers, about three months ago: 
Thus has fortune made me her ſport for near twenty - 


five years, 
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As ſoon as I arrived at this iſland, I heard, to my k 
great ſorrow, that you was fallen into diſgrace with al 
the Sultan; and being perſuaded you was under v 
confinement, I would not venture to cauſe you any fi 
new trouble; inſomuch, that I had hardly any] { 
more hopes of recovering my liberty, when I was f 
informed, two days ago, that you was arrived t| 
here, with the title of governor-general of all the ri 
Archipelago. This news gave me fo lively a joy, v 
that I ſhould attempt in vain to deſcribe it; how-f| a 
ever, it was abated an hour after, on hearing you f 
was ſuddenly taken ill; I am glad this illneſs has uy 
been attended with no bad conſequences : This it v 
was made me addreſs my letter to your illuſtrious} u 
lady, being fully convinced the was your ſecond r 
fell. Thus concluded the Chevalier Juſtiniani. t 
We proceed now to the deſcription we promiſed, ; 
with which we ſhall clofe theſe memoirs. t 
Chio is one of the moft conſiderable iſlands in the i 

| 


Archipelago, both for its bigneſs, and for its ferti- 
lity and commerce. We find there, in plenty, 
every thing that is neceſſary for life, as wine, corn, 
cattle, and all forts of game; as alfo ſea- fiſn and: 
freſh-water fiſh. The mutton and hares there are! 
Exquiſite, and the fruit delicious; but the wine is! 
heady and corroſive : Beſides, the lime they put} | 
therein to refine it, renders it unwholſome: The]! 

_ - neighbourhood, however, of Smyrna, makes amends 
for this defect. In that city, which carries on the 
greateſt trade of any in the Levant, one may have 
excellent wines of every country; Champagne, Bur- 

= gundy, St. Laurence, Languedoc, Muſcadine of 

1 Tenedos and Zant, with wines of mount Libanus, 

1 Malvoiſia, Cephalonia, c. 

|| The country in this iſland is admirable, and the 

Ss proſpects inchanting ; one ſees, in a manner, no- 

thing but fine villages, interwoven with large vine- 

yards, and valt orchards, planted with trees 5 all 

t | inds 


| | . 
9 
5 
I 
| 
- 2 


CounT BONNELAL, 307 


kinds, moſt of them ſcarce in Europe, and almoſt 
always laden with fruit, of an admirable reliſh, 
whoſe juice is greatly refreſhing : add to this an in- 
finite number of fine country- ſeats, waſhed by the 
ſea, and accompanied with magnificent gardens; 
ſome barren rocks, whereon nothing grows but 
thyme, both cultivated and wild, ſweet marjoram, 
roſemary, with other odoriferous herbs, and upon 
whoſe tops numerous flocks ſport night and day; as 
alſo on hills that are manured, where the fine trees 
ſeem in a manner heaped upon each other ; to ſum 
up all, a multitude of ſhips, and other veſſels, 
which continually cut the waves, and often mount 
up to the ſky, and ſink down again, with the ſame 
rapidity, as it were, into the valt abyſs, and always 
toſſed up and down, at the will of the ſwelling ſur- 
ges; all theſe, we ſay, form a variety and aſſem- 
blage of ſuch ſurprizing objects, that it is almoſt 
impoſſible the ſight ſhould be ever wearied out; on 
the contrary, the lovely proſpects make it more ea- 
ger, rather than fatisfy and tire it. 

This is a juſt repreſentation of this delicious iſland ; 
another deſcription would be uſeleſs and tedious : 
hardly any one is ignorant of its ſituation, length, 
breadth, degree of lohgitude and latitude, its num- 
ber of towns and villages, diverſe cravellers having 
given a circumſtantial and exact account thereof, 

The greateſt part of the inhabitants are of the 
Greek church ; there are but few Roman catholics, 
and many Fews there are alſo Maronites, Copbtes, 
and Turks, All this medley of people are as much 
diverſified by their manners, as by their opinions, 
notwithſtanding which they live in a pretty good 
underſtanding together. All the inhabitants there 
in general are good tempered, affable and obliging, 
but ſtrongly devoted to their own intereſts, The 
Greeks eſpecially diſtinguiſh themſelves, by a ſordid 


covetouſneſs; and it often happens, that their diſ- 
X 2 . putes, 
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putes, on this accouut, give a good deal of trouble 
to the Cadis, atd other Turkiſh magiſtrates, who 
adminiſter juſt ice in that iſland with great integrity. 
It is now about two months ſince I was eye-witneſs 
to a little adventure, which will diſcover perfectly 
well the character of this people. | 

A Sicilian renegade having brought me a com- 
plaint againſt a Greek, a native of this ifland, in 
order to be paid the ſum of thirty piaſtres, which 
he had lent him, the Greek, whoſe name was 
Kobbi, made oath, that he had ſatisfied the Turk ; 
and as I never had a good opinion of the Sicilians, 
and yet leſs of the renegades, I believed the Greek, 
and gave the apoſtate a fevere reprimand ; who be- 
ing exaſperated at my moral lecture, formed the de- 
ſign to uſe Koi ill, and to cut down a number of 
olive trees that belonged to him. However, be- 
fore he proceeded to this violence, he came to me, 
and ſwore horribly, that the Greek had not returned 
him his money ; and to prove I ſpeak the truth, 
added he, here is his note, which he certainly 
would not have left in my hands, had he given me 
the thirty piaſtres. 

I ſent therefore for Kobbi to defend his caufe, 
and he again proteſted that this man ought to be 
ſatisfied, Did not you write to one of my daughters, 
ſaid he, hat, if ſhe would lie with you, you would 
diſcharge me from the debt ? has not ſhe done it? 
No, anſwered the renegade, 1 agreed with her for 
eight nights, and ſhe came to me but fu. Well 
then, ſays the Greek, there are the /ix piaſt res, that 
remain due lo you; nevertheleſs, none of my daugh- 
ters paſs a night with a man, under ſix piaſtres; 
but, in reſpect to the illufirious Baſſa, I will! be con- 


tented now with four, She is attually engaged at 


preſent, for à month, with a captain of Provence, 
at ten piaſtres a night: <wherefore return my note, 
and let us bear no more of this affair. 
I I 
Z | | 
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I muſt own, this little ſcene threw me into the 
utmoſt aſtoniſhment ; however, as ſoon as I had re- 
collected my ſpirits, after a moment's conſideration, 
I reſolved to terrify the Greek, that I might render 
him wiſer for the future. Wherefore, ©* how now 


.* wretch, ſaid I! how dare you confeſs ſo infa- 


* mous an action before me? are not you aſhamed 
of proſtituting your daughters in this manner? 
« did you only give them their being, to cauſe the 

** perdition of their ſouls. I will have you chaſtiſed 
+ ſo ſeverely, that the puniſhment ſhall retain you 

in your duty.“ 

& Illuſtrious governor, anſwers this man, with 
« great calmneſs and unconcern, ſuch is the cuſtom 
of this iſland : daughters have no other way of 
getting their livelyhood, and they are the ſupport 
of their families. Beſides, I never heard this was 
any crime nor fin ; and if heaven puniſhes it in 
* the other world, in all probability, all mankind 


will be chad : but I believe the ſupreme being 


** troubles himſelf very little about this trifle. Be- 
„ ſides, I muſt maintain my family.” Vile wretch, 
* ſaid I, are you then miſerably poor? No, iltuſ- 
e trious Baſſa, anſwered Kobbi, I am worth above 


ea hundred thouſand piaſtres, both in land and 


© money. Well! then, reſumed I, I condemn 
* you to ſuffer fifty baſtinadoes, or to pay a fine of 
« five hundred piaſtres to the poor. Oh! illuſ- 
* trious Baſſa, cryed this wretch, I chuſe the baſ- 
44 tinadoes : in a week's time I ſhall be recovered ; 

e and it will coſt me above three months to regain 
that money.” I mult confeſs, his anſwer con- 
founded me; however, being of opinion, that 
this chaſtiſement might chance to make an im- 
preſſion upon others of his fort, I cauſed twenty 
ſtrokes of a cudgel to be given him, upon the ſoles 
of his feet, according to the cuſtora, and then diſ- 
miſſed him. 
& 3 Next 
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Next day I was yet more ſurprized; ten of the 
principal inhabitants of the iſland demanded audi- 
ence of me, and preſented me a petition, deſiring 
of me, as a favour, not to aboliſh this cuſtom ; aſ- 
ſuring me, it was a practice, eſtabliſhed time out 


of mind; in ſhort, they repreſented to me, that if 


I would not permit it, a great number of families 


would be reduced to beggary ; and that they might 


prevail on me the eaſier, they added a preſent of a 
thouſand chequins, but I rejected it with indigna- 
tion, Nevertheleſs, I was obliged to wink at this 
licentiouſneſs, finding it was abſolutely impoſſible to 

ut an end thereto, 
It may be eaſily judged, by this little ſtory, that 


the wives and fingle women in this iſland, are far 


. from being either modeſt or virtuous ; ans it is a 


great pity ; for almoſt all of them are endued with 
beauty, ſprightlineſs, and good humour; in ſhort, 
they are very amiable. 

It has been already obſerved, that the exerciſe 
of the Chriſtian religion is hardly tolerated, at pre- 
ſent, in this iſland z at leaſt, not according to the 
Latin church, the rcaſon whereof is as follows. 

Every one knows, that the Loyolits are not only 
very looſe in their morals, but inſatiably greedy of 
heaping up riches, of aggrandizing themſclves, and 
of endeavouring to lord it as much over the eſtates 
of their followers, as over their conſciences. This 
holy and devout ſociety then of Zeſus, had a large 
and handſome convent in the city, together with a 
ſpacious garden; but one which was not of ſufficient 
extent, in their opinion. That of the Turkiſh Age, 
or governor, was adjacent thereto ; they therefore 


| beheld it with a covetous eye, in order to enlarge 
their own. 


Beſides, they had long been deſirous of having 


the proſpect of the harbour and the ſea ; it was con- 


cluded therefore amongſt them, to make themſelves 
maſters 
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maſters of this garden, as its high walls prevented 


their having this view : what a great unhappineſs 
was it, for theſe good fathers, not to enjoy at once 
all the pleaſures of life! for the vows they make at 
the foot of the altar, do not ſubject them to ſuch 
grievous mortifications. 

The intrigues of the Layoliſts in the Levant are 
juſt the ſame as at China: they are perpetually making 
gatherings, on pretence of redeeming ſlaves ; bur 
they are far from employing the immenſe ſums they 
collect, in ſo pious a work. On the contrary, they 
appropriate to their own uſe the moſt conſiderable 
part; and the reſt is laid out, in buying the con- 
verſion of the ſchiſmatic Greeks ; being perſuaded, 
that a great number of proſelytes maintains their 
reputation better, and encourages more the charity 
of their votaries. They ſpare no pains therefore 
to bring over the Greeks to the Roman church ; and 
as that nation prefers money infinitely before religion, 
a number of poor ignorant wretches willingly change 
to gain a trifling ſum. It is alſo well known, that 
the Feſuits are very ſparing in their charities ; they 
always ſuit them to the condition of the perſons, 
and to the ſervices they propoſe to receive from 
them ; ſo that by employing every year the hun- 
dredth part of the gifts made them, they purchaſe 
2 multitude of proſelytes. 

Already above fifteen thouſand were reckoned 
to be in the iſle of Chia, all entirely devoted to 
their ſervice, and very zealous for the intereſt of 
the venerable ſociety. With ſuch a retinue, they 

ve themſelves great airs, and wanted in a manner 
to be abſolute maſters of the iſland. As ſoon then, 
as the Aga was changed, they gave notice to the 
new one, that the houſe and garden, poſſeſſed by 
his predeceffor, belonged to them ; and that they 
had long purchaſed that ground; and, in ſhort, that 

| . , \. b4 d X 4 they 
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they would not allow him to take up his reſidence 
there. 

The Aga, though aſtoniſhed at ſuch a declaration, 
anſwered civilly, that he would write about it to 
the Sublime Porte; and that it was but juſt to re- 
ſtore their property to them, if it really was theirs; 
but that, in the mean while, until he could have an 
anſwer, he could not lie in the ſtreet, and that he 
had no other lodging. So prudent an anſwer 
ought in reaſon to have ſatisfied them; but, on the 
contrary, the haughty Loyoliſts aſſemble their fol- 
| lowers, form a kind of army, put themſelves ar 
the head of them, force open the governor's houſe, 
and turn him out of doors: and as at that time there 
were not above four or five hundred Turks in the 
iſland, they were obliged to ſubmit to violence; in- 
ſomuch that the Aga, after having loſt all his ef- 
fects, which were plundered by this mob, was con- 
| {trained to go beg a lodging at one of his friends. 
| It may be well judged, that ſo licentious a beha- 
viour, and ſo enormous an outrage, rendered the 
Sublime Porte not much diſpoſed ro favour the 
Chriſtians ; and accordingly Achmet III. ordered fix 
Sultanas, a kind of large Turkiſa veſſels, to be ſent 
to Chio, with four thouſand Fanizaries, who ſoon 
| reduced the rebels to reaſon, 
| Mean while, the Zefuits being ſecretly apprizcd, 
| that the ſtorm was about to fall upon them, em- 
| barked all their effects during the night aboard a 

veſſel, and diſappeared, making their eſcape to 
| Smyrna, where they concealed themſelves carefully 
| amongſt=the Chriſtians, Though they alone were 
| guilty, they ſuffered not the puniſhment of their in- 
| ſolence. The perſecution then fell on the Roman Ca- 
tholics; and eſpecially upon the biſhop, whom they 
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| 
| condemned to ſlavery, with the principal perſons of 
| the iſland : beſides this, all their effects were con- 
filcated, and it coſt immenſe ſums to procure their 
| liberty, 
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liberty. All the monaſteries alſo were deſtroyed, 
and the religions baniſhed for ever; the churches 
likewiſe were converted into moſques, nor has the 
free exerciſe of the Roman catholic religion been 
allowed any where, ſince that time, but in the houſe 
of the French conſul ; neither had it been permitted 
there, had it not been for the friendſhip and efteem 
the Sultan had for the marquis de Bonac, then em- 
baſſador at the O//oman porte; and in vain have 
the Chriſtians of the Latin church exerted their 
utmoſt efforts, to re-eſtabliſh themſelves at Cho, 
the Turks never would ſuffer it. | 

It was, therefore, for want of being informed 
of this revoluticn, that the author of the above- 
mentioned memoirs, pretends the Latin and Greeks 
are always diſputing in this Iſland, like the Zeſuits 
and Fanſeniſts in France. Beſides, all the Greek Papas, 
or prieſts, are ſo very ignorant, that the greateſt 
part of them are ſcarce able to read their liturgy : in 
effect, their faith is ſo confuſed, ſo much perplexed 
with vain fancigs, and ſo corrupted by their licen- 
tiouſneſs, that it is impoſſible for a man of honeſty 
and honour, to avoid ſhedding tears, for the blind- 
neſs and impiety of a people, formerly ſo much 
enlightened, and who were able to carry the moſt 
abſtracted notions to a high degree of perfection. 
Wherefore, far from being able to maintain their 
opinions, by ſolid and rational arguments, and to 
unravel the ſophiſtry of the Feſuits, they can ſcarce 
give a diſt inct account of their faith, or rather of 
their tenets. This induces the ſubtle Layoliſts never 
to diſpute with them about religion, having a more 
certain way to make them embrace popery : inſtead 
then of convincing them by good proofs, they have 
recourſe to money; being. ſatisfied that this is to 
them an irrefragable argument, that will ſupply the 
place of the moſt evident demonſtrations. We be- 
lieve the reader will be perſuaded by this _— 

an 
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and hope it will abſolutely overthrow the credit of 
thofe pretended diſputes, which the author of the 
forged memoirs has aſcribed to the Greeks and 


Latins. 
Such are my real adventures: I wiſh my 


ſincerity, which appears here, in a clear light, 


may procure me the ſatisfaction that I propoſed 
to myſelf in publiſhing them; and my only 
view was, to deſtroy thoſe falſe notions, which 
the world had formed of my conduct: I ſhall 
now conclude with ſome reflections, which perhaps 
may not be diſagreeable. 

It is not without good reafon, the underſtanding 
is faid to be frequently a bubble to our inclination 
and that men rather judge of actions, according to 
their own defires, than according to truth, which, 
neverthelefs, ought not to be rendered ſubſervient to 
our paſſions. It is owing to this deceit, that certain 
crimes are reckoned but ſmall, amongſt whole na- 
tions, whilſt the ſame are looked upon with hor- 
ror amongſt other people. 

Fornication, for inſtance, is not counted a great 
fin by the [talzans, whereas in other countries they 
think quite otherwiſe. The Turks admit of plu- 
rality of wives; which, amongſt Chriftians, is 
eſteemed an horrible offence, and worthy of death : 
but then again the Chriſtians make no great ſcruple 


of oppreſſing the unfortunate, or of ſlandering their 


neighbour. All their converſation turns upon ſcan- 
dal, and they who have the beſt knack at ſatyrizing 
this woman or that man, are deemed the moſt 
witty and the beſt company. : 

The inhabitants of the North have other favourite 
vices, ſuitable to their climate and diſpoſition; the 
moſt reputable perſons there are not aſhamed of 
being drunk; infomuch, that our paſſions have al- 
molt the fame effect upon our mind, as prejudice 


and prepoſſeſſion. The averſion we have for 


ſome 
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ſome people, prevents our diſcerning thoſe good 


qualities in them, of which they are poſſeſſed, and 


which all the world beſides obſerves. On the con- 
trary, friendſhip blinds our eyes, and cauſes the 
imperfections of perſons we love to ſeem impercep- 
tible to us: our ſelf- love hood w inks us in a manner 
ſo much, that it hinders our knowing our own 
hearts; and we aſcribe to others thoſe defects, that 


are only i in ourſc]ves. 


If we are diſputing about any thing, we term 
thoſe who oppoſe our ſentiments, ſelf-conceited and 
obſtinate, becauſe the ſpirit of contention darkens the 
eyes of right reaſon, and corrupts the judgment. 
This is obſervable every day, in thoſe who main- 
tain any ſyſtem ; the obſtinate prejudices of divines, 
eſpecially of bigots, is a convincing proof of this. 
Inſtead of good arguments, they uſually overwhelm 
you with reproaches, and coarſe invectives: theſe 


are prelates, prieſts, and miniſters. Oh! theſe 


formidable names no reaſon will avail; all muft 
give way to their bombaſt, unleſs one would under- 
go the ſeverity of a bitter revenge. Thus it is the 
truth is preached, in theſe unhappy times, when an 


arbitrary and dogmatical temper overrules good 


ſenſe, and the maſt undeniable proofs. 

The only fear of theſe holy men is, that they 
ſhould be convinced of the truth, when it contra- 
dicts their own opinions; in this caſe, they cry out 
like perſons poſſeſſed, and have recourle to an hun- 
dred ſubterfuges, leſt they ſhould be made to ſee 
the falſity of their reaſonings. Nevertheleſs, what 


can one deſire better than to be undeceived when 


one is miſtaken ? this it is makes men obſtinate in 


maintaining old opinions, although they are ſnewn 


the falſity of them, by indiſputable arguments. 

It is well enough known by experience, that 
conteſts about religion, never produced any advan- 
1 effects; * the two parties engage 

therein, 
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therein, with a poſitive reſolution not to alter their 
opinion. Nevertheleſs, the end of diſputing ſhould 
be to terminate the differences that occaſion them ; 
and men would certainly gain their point, if on 
both ſides they would argue with a mind void of 
Paſſion and prejudice, without being wedded to the 
one or to the other opinion; and if we would em- 
brace the truth as ſoon as it is apparent to us, would 
It not then be more proper to yield, than to diſpute 
on obſtinately ? eſpecially, as the things about 
which men grow ſo hot, are generally very frivo- 
lous. In ſhort, 1 know not how mankind can be 
ſo extravagantly fond of their own opinions, how- 
ever idle they may be; they reje& all arguments 
that are brought to prove the fantaſticalneſs of their 
falſe taſte : but what is moſt incomprehenſible, is, 
to ſee that of theſe haughty perſons, theſe guides of 
the people, who have fo high an opinion of them- 
ſelves, and their own ſufficiency, the one always 
maintain the contrary of what others advance. In 
this caſe, their choler is highly provoked, and if 
they want good arguments to ſupport their opinions, 
reproachful and ſcornful names iſſue in cluſters out of 
their devout mouths : from bitterneſs they proceed 
to affronts; and from affronts to enmity, and an 


1mplacable hatred, which they retain to their 


graves ; happy if it terminates there, and if they 
do not bequeath it, inſtead of inheritance, to their 
poſterity. Wherefore, ſo far are expoſtulations 
from having the deſired effect, that it is very ſeldom 
they prove ſucceſsful ; becauſe ſcarce any one will 
renounce his prejudices, and the notions that are en- 
gra ven on his mind. 

This makes me apprehenfive, the memoirs I 
publiſh, will not overthrow the calumnies where- 
with I have been blackened; for it is almoſt in 
vain to declare war againſt received prejudices. 
They, who are prepoſſeſſed therewith, look upon 
- your 
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your excuſes as an offence, and a contemptible pe- 
dantry. - This true account then of my conduct 
will make an impreſſion, at moſt, but upon a very 
ſmall number of perſons z the falſe opinion they have 
conceived of me, are too deeply rooted into moſt 
part of the inhabitants of Europe; wherefore, I 
don't flatter myſelf with the thought of perſuading 
them to the contrary, by this ſincere relation of my 
molt ſecret actions; ſince that is almoſt impoſſible. 
I hope, however, that my views.may induce them 
to make ſome ſolid refleftions upon charity, which 
is the foundation of all ſects, and eſpecially of the 
Chriſtian religion. | 
My life has been very full of croſſes ; but God, 
my honour, and time, have been able phyſicians, 
even for thoſe evils, that ſeemed to me the moſt in- 
curable, It is true, I am not yer devout, if, fear- 
ing God a thouſand times more than death, and 
loving him as well as a human foul can an infinite 
and incomprehenſible being, will not make me ſo. 
Such have I been for above fix years; what ſeems 
new upon this head, to many people, 1s no longer 
ſo to me. Nevertheleſs, I own, I am not yet well 
reclaimed, as to certain natural defects; but, by the 
help of reflection, I ſubmit to the will of him, who 
makes greater men ſuffer than me. x 
The imperfections of one's temper, thank heaven, 
are ſoon corrected, by patience and reſignation. 
The little concern I ſhew, about any thing that 
paſſes at the Sub/ime Porte, puts it out of the power 
of my enemies to hurt me: and I can truly aver, 
that I have been greatly troubled within theſe few 
days, on hearing the Sultan intended to recall me 
to court, I even beſeech heaven this may never 
happen; and if it ſhould not vouchſafe me this fa- 
vour, I have reſolved to renounce all the honours 
that may be propoſed me. Perhaps I may be obliged 
to add to theſe memoirs, ſome other remarkable 
| events 
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events, which, as I believe, will infallibly happen, 
if I am recalled from my exile. I foreſee certainly, 
that I muſt again abandon my delicious abode in this 
Hand; which abode, I declare, is more agreeable 
to me than the moſt ſhining fortune, and the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed employments. My wife, my dear 
Salviati, is preparing to ſet out for Venice; and 
prefers the rigour of abſence, to the dangers of this 
inconſtant court, where I was once already very near 
being ſhipwrecked. 


THUS end the memoirs of baſhaw count de Bon- 
neval, which we have hitherto tranſlated ; but as 


he is now gone to his long home, the reader will 


naturally expect that we ſhould attend him to bis 
laſt hour; and it happens very luckily, that we are 
able to afford him this fatisfa&tion, from papers of 
inconteſtable authority, his laſt letters to his bro- 
ther, the marquis de Bonneval ; and tho* we can 
draw nothing from them, that will appear in fo 
gay; ſo pleaſant, and fo chearful a light, as every 
thing does that is recorded in the memoirs z yet we 
can do more, we can communicate thoſe ſecrets, 
that would never have been revealed in a work of 
that nature, becauſe how little prudence ſoever the 
count Bonneval might be bleſſed with, yet he would 
never divulge, or ſuffer to be divulged, thoſe tender 
and intereſting points, upon which his perſonal 
credit, as well in France, as at the Porte, abſolutely 
depended. Theſe we have in our power, and are 
under no obligation whatever to conceal them 
they are equally curious and certain : to which we 
may add, that they may claim a better reception 
at preſent, becauſe they will ſerve to lay open the 
ſecret ſprings of an affair, that before theſe ſheets 
come from the preſs, is like to attract the attention 


of the whole chriſtian world, Let us then, without 
farther 
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farther introduction, reſume the thread of his ſtory, 
as it is here let fall, and quit it no more till it drops, 
together with him, in the grave. 

Oſman was recalled to court, and began to enter 
again into credit with the Turki/þ miniſters : They 
had compared ſome of his memorials with events, 
and were taught by experience, that he had formed 
a truer judgment of things than they imagined. It 
was for this reaſon that they were deſirous of con- 
ſulting with him again, and to put him into a good 
humour, they not only careſſed him extremely, 
but applied pretty liberally the grand cordial that 
was then in faſhion at Conſtantinople ; tho* from the 
known virtue of our northern climates, it becomes 
tequiſite to uſe a plainer term, and to ſay in down- 
right Engliſh, they made him conſiderable preſents 
in ready money. This univerſal] opium raiſed his 
ſpirits extremely, inſomuch, that he ventured to ac- 
quaint the miniſters that conferred with him, with 
his ſentiments, as to the miſtakes made, both by 
the Grand Vizier and by M. de the French 
miniſter, who concluded the treaty of Belgrade, in 
1741. Before we enter directly into that matter, 
it will be requiſite to take things a little higher, and 
to ſay ſome what of the cauſes of that implacable 
katred, which our French baſhaw bore to the 
French miniſter, | | 

It ſeems, that upon the firſt coming of count 
Bonneval into Turkey, the emperor's miniſter at the 
Porte demanded that he ſhould be given up, in 
vertue of an article of the treaty of Paſſarow:tz, as 
being in the Auſtrian ſervice. To diſengage him- 
ſelf, count Bonneva! preſſed the French miniſter to 
demand him as a ſubject of his moſt chriftian ma- 
jeſty; which for ſome reaſons, beſt known to him- 
ſelf, he refuſed to do; to which count Bonneval 
aſcribed his being obliged to lay aſide his peruke 
and aſſume the turban, However that matter might 

| be, 
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be, it is pretty certain that count Bonneval wrote to 
France in the moſt bitter terms, againſt the marquis 
de V. ; who, if he told truth, was deſcended 
from a Jewiſh family, that had gained a great for- 
tune by trade at Marſeilles; and he was deſirous to 
have it believed, that this miniſter had carried his 


hereditary inclination to traffick even to Conſtanti- 


nople; where, by his addreſs, he had found means 
to part with ſome inviſible commodities at a very 
high price. In ſhort, while we in Europe thought 
that the courts of Vienna and Petersburgh were 
hardly dealt with, in the treaty which that miniſter 


negotiated for them with the Porte, O/man baſhaw 


was In quite oppoſite ſentiments, and either appre- 


hended, or pretended to apprehend, that the Turts 
were over-reached in that bargain, and that their 


French broker brought the peace to market, at leaſt 
twenty-five per cent. under par. 

Now whether there was really any truth in this, 
or whether the plauſible diſcourſes of Oſman baſha w, 
impoſed upon the Turkiſh miniſters, which is at 


leaſt as probable; ſo it was, that his notions gained 


ground, and made way for reviving that ſyſtem, 
of which he had been in former times, and when 
his credit was at the greateſt height, a very warm 


patron. To that ſyſtem, therefore, let us turn our 


eyes; the rather, becauſe thoſe who underſtand the 
Turkiſh affairs beſt, believe them conſtant, or ra- 
ther obſtinate, in purſuing any opinions that they 
once think they comprehend; and in conſequence 
of that notion embrace. It is true, the party that 
were our baſhaw's pupils, by a ſudden and unex- 
pected turn in affairs, loſt their power, but not 
their ambition, which prompted them to continual 
intrigues in the ſeraglio; which, by degrees, have 
worked out all their opponents, ſo that this faction 


is again predominant, But to our baſhaw's ſyſtem. 
| He 
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He took care to ſhew the Muſſelmen ſtateſmen, 
that the Turkiſh empire ought to hold a certain rank, 
and have a degree of influence, which he deſcribed, 
upon the affairs of Europe, He gave them ſome no- 
tion of the conſequence of this: what an effect it 
would have upon their domeſtic concerns ; and what 
a ſupport it might become, if not to the grand 
ſignior, at leaſt, to a grand vizier, when he hap- 
pened to be a man of extenſive knowledge, and 
real abilities. He obſerved, that they might ſee 
the difference between great power in a mere ſtate 
of nature, and the ſame power when directed by 
maxims of true policy, in the empire of Ruſſia ; 
which, until the reign of Peter ihe Great, re- 
mained with all its power a prey to her neighbours z 
but has been a terror to them ever ſince he opened 
their eyes, with reſpe& to the conſequences which 
muſt neceſſarily follow, this alteration of affairs, in 
the face of Europe, and more eſpecially in the 
North. He convinced them, that the notion en- 
tertained by the former vizier, of the Porte's only 
changing their enemies, and having inſtead of the 
Poles, the Muſcovites upon her hands, was a mere 
deluſion ; becauſe in fact they had the Poles and the 
Muſcovites too, but that the latter was by far the 
moſt dangerous enemy, as well on account of their 
being in a ſtare of growth and vigour, as becauſe 
of the difference of their governments; the Muſco- 
vites living under an abſolute monarch, and the 
Poles having, in reſpe& to their neighbours, loft 
above half a century ago, ſo much as the appear- 
ance of any government at all. The inference he 
made from hence was, that if his ſublime highneſs, 
the grand ſignior, defired to have any reſpect paid 
him by the reſt of the European powers, he muſt 
either by dint of war, or of negociation, find out 
an effectual method of humbling the Ruſſians; and 
that when this came to be maturely deliberated 


upon. 
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upon, the former would be found much the more 
practicable method of the two. When he was 
deſired to explain himſelf more at large, he ſhewed 
what benefi:s the Turks had reaped from their al- 
Jiances with the crown of France, by which they 
were ſtill in poſſ-ſſion of a great tract of country, 
of which they had otherwiſc long ago been deſpoiled 
by the houſe of Auſtria, and the Venerions ; but that 
the balance was now altered, and therefore it beho- 
ved them to think of ſome new weight, that might 
be caſt in, ſo as to render the ſcales once more even, if 
they meant to preſerve the empire of the Ottomans. 
This weight he plainly demonſtrated could be no 
other than Sweden, a northern power, naturally jea- 
lous of Ruſſia, very capable of cauſing a timely di- 
veriion, and with all this an ancient ally, not only 
of the crown of France, but of the Ottoman empire. 
It was objected, that when he propoſed this ſyſtem be- 
fore, and the arguments he offered were communicated 
to Mr. Y———, he had treated them with ſome 
contempt, looking upon a league between the Porte 
and Sweden, like that between the flea and the 
camel, which is a Turkiſh proverb to expreſs une- 
jual alliances. To this, baſhaw Bonneval replied, 


that Mr. was a curioſity, and moſt un- 
accountably truſted to regulate the concerns of coun- 
tries, which he could not ſo much as find out upon 
a map. That they might gueſs at his capacity by 
the queſtion he aſked the Engliſh miniſter, on 
which fide Spain bordered upon Holland? and be- 
ing told, that they were at a great diſtance, he re- 
plied, how came they then to have ſuch long wars, 
one againſt the other? But continued baſhaw Bon- 
neval, enquire of the miniſter that is come in his 
piace: he is a man, of quality, a man of parts, and 
a ſoldier, and has nothing in him, of the pedlar or 
the Few, There is little reaſon to doubt, that the 
marquis de C———— confirmed all that 1 
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ſhaw had ſaid, and the lectures that were afterwards 
read to the Divan, from the memorials of count 
Teſin, gave the finiſhing ſtroke to this ſyſtem, as 
the world would have found, if that ſet of mini- 
ſters had not been ſoon after ſupplanted. 

This revolution did not affect baſhaw Bonneval; 
on the contrary, he was carefſed by the new mini- 
ſtry, tho? they did not adopt his fyſtem; but, on 
the contrary, raiſed many freſh objections, which 
did not a little pique our politician, He told them, 
therefore, at laſt, that he knew they would never 
embrace his plan; becauſe it was inconſiſtent with 
their private ſchemes ; but that however he would. 
furniſh them with an inſtance, which would ſuſſi- 
ciently demonſtrate, ' that the plan he propoſed 
was the only one that could reſtore or even ſu 
the Ottoman power. His inſtance was, demanding 
the entire demolition of A/oph. This had been ſti- 

ulated by ſeveral treaties, and particularly by the 
lat; but the Muſcovites had always evaded it: and 
it was thought, that another court conſented to, if 
they did not prompt, that meaſure; the knowledge 
of which hindered the Turks from preſſing that 
matter ſo cloſely, as they would otherwiſe have 
done: becauſe, tho? a thing of importance, it was 
not a thing of ſuch importance, as to be made the 
ground of a war. At this juncture, the emperor 
Charles VI. being dead, the affairs of Rafha in ſomg 
diſorder, and the Swedes in arms, when the de- 
mand was made at Petersburg, it was judged requi- 
ſite to comply with it, which gave ſame reputation 
to the Turkiſh miniſters, tho? it did not induce them 
to change their meaſures, 


This will ſuffice to ſhew the reader, that Oſman 

baſhaw was not idle in Turkey ; that he wanted not 

capacity as a politician, as well as an officer; and 

that he was very able to keep himſelf upon his feet, 

upon what ground mor, he chanced to fall; it 15 
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alſo enough to prove, that he had a principal hand 
in eſtabliſhing that new ſyſtem, upon which it is 
more than probable, the Porte will ſometime or 
other proceed, and perhaps too, that time is at no 
great diſtance. Theſe are things that are certainly 
worth knowing; and, as we hinted before, were 
not like to be revealed in any memoirs, publiſhed 
during the life of count Bonneval. They ſeem 
indeed to be the laſt flaſhings of his genius, for 
we hear of nothing that he did after this; or, to 
ſpeak with greater propriety, there was nothing 
left for him to do: the plan of the miniſtry was 
entirely pacificz and whatever impreſſion his diſ- 
courſe might make on their underſtandings, their 
inclinations were not to be gained. This he knew 
well enough, and therefore contented himſelf with 
maintaining his credit, and enjoying his acquaintance, 
which were very conſiderable. 
The poſt he had, was that of Topigi baſhaw, 
which to render according to our manner, as well 
1 as into our language, is maſter of ihe ordnance; a 
| poſt of great honour and profit; and not as ſome 
ja have -repreſented it, a kind of chief gunner. The 
Topigi baſhaw has not barely the direction of the 
train, but of all the magazines and military ſtores in 
I the empire, and has ſeveral great officers under him; 
. in time of war he commands a diſtinct corps of 
li troops, which march under the ſtandard of artillery, 
| deſtined to guard the park, when the Ottoman army 
i is in the field, or employed in the fiege of any for- 
treſs. The Turks have a very regular military, as 
| well as civil eſtabliſhment ; in which the force and 
F the pay of every corps in their ſervice is diſtinctly 
3 regiſtred. Amongſt theſe we find the Topigi ba- 
ſhaw and his troops, but their number 1s never 
limited, becauſe it increaſes or decreaſes, as the 
exigencies of ſtate require. Of theſe troops the 


miners make a very conſiderable part, and are the 
| moſt 
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moſt active and able in this diviſion of the Turłiſb 
militia, as the bombardiers are the worſt. Oſman 
Topigi baſhaw was extremely fit for this employ- 


ment, and taught the Turkiſh officers many things, 


with which they were unacquainted before. He 
lived in a houſe belonging to his office, kept a good 
table, and abundance of company; ſome reſortin 

thither for the ſake of mirth and good chear; others 
purely out of curioſity; and not a few of the Euro- 


peans, on the ſcore of their former acquaintance; 


and to all his gueſts he knew how to behave in a 
manner the molt obliging, ſo that to the very laſt 


he wanted not the appearance of many, and the 


comfort of ſome real friends ; which, conſidering 
the courſe of life he had led, was not a little aſto- 
niſhing. His ſtrength and ſpirits began to be im- 
5 for ſome months before his death; and as 

is infirmities increaſed, he became reſerved and 
thoughtful, but never peeviſh. It is reported, that 


in his laſt moments, he had the aſſiſtance of a prieſt, 


but that may be doubted. Thus much is true, that 
he did not ſpeak at all the language of a renegade, 
but on the contrary, it was his uſual ſaying, that 


the habit did not make the monk: however, con- 


Adering the manner in which he lived, it is of no 
great importance to the world, in what faith he 
died : we may charitably hope it was not without 
repentance. 

He breathed his laſt at Conſt antinotle, March 
22, 1747, in the ſeventy-fifth year of his age; 
leaving behind him a ſon, Sohyman Aga, for whom 
he ſhewed great tenderneſs ; and whom a little be- 
fore, he recommended in the ſtrongeſt terms poſſible 
to the miniſters of his acquaintance, with whom his 
interceſſion had ſo much weight, that he ſucceeded 


him in his employments. As te the genius of this 


man, we know nothing; and therefore ſhall not 
attempt to impoſe our own fancies, or fictions upon 
the 


W 
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the reader. It is enough that we have performed 
what we promiſed: and have conducted to his 
place of reſt, that man who never knew what it 
was to reſt, until he came to the verge of the grave; 
and whom an rneſs of temper hindered from 
being eſteemed for his virtues, as much as he was 
gdmired for the ſteadineſs of his courage, and the 
brilliancy of his parts. | | 
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